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V  TOT  H  E 

A  D  £  R. 

Ingenuous  Reader^ 

thee  alone  I  recom- 
f     pend  the  perufgl  of 
this  Journal,  which 
mt  onlj  myfelf,  biitfomeo. 
iher  judicious  Perfons  have 
thought  worthy  to  appear  in 
-^VrTongue,  andamongftthe 
of  our  N  ation.  The 
i^X^    well  known  to  be  a 
Mm    lntegrity,and  one  that 
to  impofc  upon  the 
yv  odd  an  untruth .  of  which, 
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Tothe%eader. 
in  this  occafion,  nothing  can 
tempt  him  to  be  guilty.  If 
therefore  fome  Particulars 
look  with  a  ftrange  and  un^ 
probable  Countenance,  be 
not  fo  unfociable  in  thy  per- 
fwafion,as  to  rejedt  whatfoevcr 
thou  haft  no  dcmonftrationto 
prove.  A  ridiculous  Hu-^ 
mour,  and  a  pernicious  Rule, 
which  tends  to  deprive  us  pf 
the  benefit  of  many  Knowled> 
ges,  both  in  Divine  and  Hu^ 
mane  Matters.  It  is  unlikely 
thatfuch  a  Perfon  of  difcreti- 
on  and  intereft  in  the  World, 
as  he  is  known  to  be,  fhould 
fo  much  forget  his  reafon,as  to 

\  fub^ 
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To  the  %^aderl 

fubfcribe  hisName  to  fuch  faL 
flioods,  as  may  be  eafily  diC- 
covered  at         in  the  place 
of  Ills  ordinary  abode.  I 
confcfsfome  Obfervations  are 
trivial  and  ordinary,  but  o- 
thers  will  prove  fatisfadlory 
to  fuch  worthy  Souls  as  defire 
to  know  the  paflages  of  the 
World,  and  Foreign  Nati- 
ons. This  Country  of  Egypt 
hath  heretofore  been  the  rich- 
eft  Magazin  of  Learning,  as 
well  as  of  Provifions :  It  hath 
flourifliedin  all  Manual  Arts, 
and  the  rareft  Sciences.  No 
doubt  but  that  there  are  yet 
to  be  feen  fome  Monuments 


of  the  Primitive  Grantfeu^ 
and  Learning  pf  tfit' aijci^^^^ 
Inhabitants  r  AstherefcreT^w- 
Jlebius  hath  judg  d  thqn]|  /V^<?>I- 
thy  to  be  vilited  in  bis  Ti^avel^^^ 
and  afterwards  of  this  accdiijit 
which  he  giv^s  W'  Print^  1 
think  them  not  unworthy  "of 
thy  knowledge  [  whlQf^ " 
mayefl:  perhaps  iri)pr9ve  in  me 
interpretation  of  feme  obftiire 
paffages  of  holy  Wfit,  andfpr 
other  purpofe^  dcpqrding  to 
thyProfeffion.  •  noR 
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A  New  Relation,  or  Jouirnal,  of  the 
vels  of  Fatherr^/?/^^  through  Eg^pt. 

IN  the  Year  1671.  about  the  8th  of  Mky,  t 
was  at  Marfeilles  ^  with  an  intention  to 
fail  again  into  E^yp  :  for  that  purpofe  I 
found  an  opportunity,  the  Ship  the  Thres 
kings^  Commanded  by  an  Aged  Captain 
named  Anauty  was  ready  to  depart  fo'siAkxan^ 
dretta.  I  went  aboard,  and  fet  fail  from  the  Port 
the  20th  of  the  fame  Month ,  ftrait  towards 
Malta^  where  we  remained  five  days,  and  after 
direftedour  Courfe  toX^mV^,  in  the  lfland  of 
Cypms,  where  the  Fr^;7(7fc  Merchants itiake  their 
abode 0  on  the  Sea-fide,  looking  towards  the 
SoHth^  we  arrived  the  1 7th  o  f  Jme. 
„  As  foonaslfetfootafliore,  I  fell  delperately 
fick  of  an  ordinary  Difeafe  to  all  Straiigers, 
proceeding  from  the  Infedion  of  the  Air,  that 
is  an  Enemy  to  them:  Bui  my  Diftemper  could 
not  hinder  me  from  going  to  Nkojta,  the  chief 
CityofthelQand.  When  I  felt  my  Malady  in- 
creafing  every  day,  and  the  rather  through  tha 
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dangerous  Infedion  of  the  Plague  which  was 
then  in  the  Ifland,  I  refolved  to  be  carried  to 
Tripoli  in  Syriay  the  neareft  and  mofl:  conveni- 
ent Port  where  the  French  Nation  hath  a  Con- 
ful  :  Whileft  I  was  at  Nicofia,  Captain  ^rr4iit: 
was  departed  with,  his  Ship  for  Alexandrettay 
and  the  i6thofJ^/;^^  I  went  aboard  another  Ship 
in  the  Haven  ^fEernica-y  and  the  next  day  with  a 
favourable  W ind  we  landed  at  Tripoli. 

Though  I  had  forfakenthe  infedtious  Ifland^ 
the  difeafe  of  my  body  forfook  me  not,  but  grew 
to  tfiat  pafs,  that  I  preparM  my  felf,  as  Chriilia- 
nity  injoyns  us>  to  leave  the  World :  Neverthe- 
lefs.at  the  end  of  3S  days,  my  diftemper  being 
weary  to  torment  me,  fuffer'd  me  to  recover  a 
little  ftrength,  and  though  !  was  but  weak,!  went 
aboard  a  Ship  bound  for  Alepo  the  firfl:  of  Septemb. 
arriv'dthe  13th,  and  abode  there  four  Months. 

About  the  lait  of  Decemb- 1  went  to  Damafcus^ 
where  I  remain'd  a  Month ,  and  from  thence  to 
S^y^,  where  I  was  alfo  two  Months. 

My  purpofe  is  not  to  give  any  account  of  the 
Curiofitiesof  Lermca^  of  Nicopa,  of  Tripoli ^  of 
Alepo^  of  DamafcHs,  and  of  Seyda.  Thefe  Towns 
are  fufficiently  known  to  all  the  World,  by  the 
many  Relations  already  publiihed  of  the  Levant 
Countries:  Befides  thefhortnefs  of  the  time  of 
my  abode  there,  together  with  the  inconvenient 
cy  of  a  Qoartan  Feaver  which  kept  me  compa^ 
nyfixteen  Months,  faffered  me  not  to  inquire  in- 
to any  fuch  matters.  I  fliall  therefore  in  this 
Treatifegive  an  account  only  of  whatCuriofi- 
ties  I  have  feen  in  E^ypt^  where  during  the  fpace 
of  twenty  Months  i  have  had  the  leifure  and 
opportunities  to  take  a  view  of  the  moft  re^ 
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fiiarkable  things^  with  the  greatejtexaftnefs  and 
care  imaginable,  which  hath  never  been  done  of 
this  famous  and  beautiful  Country  till  now. 

The  ipthdayof  F^^'r/^^ry,  1672.  I  took  Ship 
at  Seyda^  ^  Town  of  Phoenicia^  to  fail  for  Da- 
metta  in  E^y ft but  a  contrary  Wind  rofe,  and 
brought  us  back  to  Seyda  again,  where  we  re- 
main'd  till  the  i6th  of  March.  I  went  then  a- 
board,  and  met  with  a  favourable  Gale,  that 
drove  us  very  happily  to  Bo^as^  which  lies  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  Nilm. 

I  think  it  convenient,  before  we  proceed,  to 
give  a  general  account  and  defcription  of  Egypr, 
that  the  things  that  I  ftiall  hereafter  mention  may 
better  b©  underftood. 


A  General  De[cripion  of  Egypt. 

Cfiam^  one  of  the  three  Sons  of  Noah^  had 
four  Children  Males,  Ctts^Mifraim^n^m^dL 
by  the  Arabs  Beidar^  Fut^  and  Canaait.  Cm  was 
the  Father  of  thQ  Ahyjfms^  Mifraim  of  the  Cof^ 
ties  and  NHbiar/s>,  Fnt  of  the  jifr leans  ^  and  Ca- 
mano(  the  Syrians^  and  their  Neighbours. 

Mifraim  after  the  Deluge,  as  Macrifi  an  Ara- 
bian Hiftorian  faith,  pitcht  upon  Bgyp^  made 
there  his  abodei  and  left  it  and  the  Country,  as 
far  as  the  fartheft  part  of  Jfricay  to  his  Pofteri- 
ty.  He  had  likewife  four  Sons,  Ifchemun^  Atrib^ 
Say  znd  Optus  J  unto  whom  he  divided  the  Land 
of  f^jpr  in  four  equal  parts',  Coftns  had  all  that 
trad  of  Land,  from  Ifvan  to  the  City  of  CoptHs*^ 
to  Ifchmnn  be  allotted  the  Country  from  that 
City  to  Mmnf  '^  to  Atrib  he  gave  the  Heart  and 
B  2  middle 
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middle  of  fgyp^  now  called  Delta  and  to  S4 
he  appointed  all  the  Continent,  from  the  Pro- 
vince of  Beheire  as  far  as  Barhary.  They  all 
buiided  Cities  in  their  feveral  Dominions,  call- 
ing them  by  their  own  Names.  We  fhall  mention 
them  in  the  fequel  of  this  Difcourfe. 

After  the  deceafe  of  their  Father,  the  four 
Brothers  were  at  variance  about  the  Soveraign- 
ty ,  neither  of  them  could  endure  a  Partner. 
At  laft  they  refolved  to  end.  their  Controverlies 
by  aBattk)  which  was  to  give  the  chief  Com- 
mand to  the  Viftor. 

CoptHs  the  youngeft  overcame  all  the  reft  of 
his  Brethren  5  and  was  acknowledged  by  them 
as  their  Chief  Lord.  He  chofe  the  City  of  Me- 
mfj  or  Memphis^  where  his  Father  lived,  as  his 
Royal  Seat.  From  this  King  Copm  all  the  Race 
of  the  Egyptians  ^TQ  novf  cdlkd  Coptics.  Likewife 
from  this  firft  King,  the  Greeks  have  given  the 
name  of  'A/t^V/®-  to  the  Land  of  Egypt^  by  chan- 
ging the  K  into  G  *,  which  is  the  cuitom  not  on- 
ly of  this  Language,  but  alfo  of  the  Arabian,  as 
may  appear  by  the  words  Nek^de^  and  Dmkala^ 
written  in  Arabian  with  a  and  neverthelefs 
they  are  pronounced  in  difcourfe  Neggade^  and 
DmgaU ,  as  if  they  were  written  with  a  G* 
They  are  the  names  of  two  Towns  ^  the  one  in 
the  Upper  Egypt ^  and  the  other  in  Nubia. 

The  Moor s^indi  Coptics y  Natural  Inhabitants  of 
the  Country,  call  it  Majfr^  from  Mifraim  the  Son 
of  Chamj  and  the  Grand-child  of  Noah,  who  firft 
laid  the  Foundations  of  it  after  the  Deluge. 
And  from  the  fame  Mifraim,  the  Tnrks  have  na- 
med it  Mijftr^  and  the  Jews  Eretz.  Mifraim^  the 
Country  of  Mifraim* 
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Egypt  is  fcituatein  Africa,  according  to  the 
common  and  ordinary  Opinion  i  neverthelefs, 
fome  of  the  Ancient  Geographers  have  placed  it 
part  in  Africa,  and  part  in  AJia,  making  the  Ki, 
vctNUhs  as  the  Bounds  between  thefe  two  great 
parts  of  the  World. 

Egypt  is  bounded  on  the  South  with  Ndia,  and 
the  lalt  City  of  Egypt  is  Ifvan,  called  by  the  Euro- 
feofts  Siene,  which  is  commanded  by  the  Bay  of 
Girit ;  on  the  Weft  it  liath  the  Provinces  of  Fah 
and  Barca ;  and  on  the  Eafi  are  the  Defarts  that 
divide  itfrom  Pateftina ;  and  on  the  North  is  part 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

It  ftretcheth  it  felf  in  length  from  the  City  of 
//^/^»  to  the  Mouth  of  the  River  nHhs;  at  Ro~ 
Jetta,m  a  ftreight  line,  that  is  from  So^ith  to  North 
about  five  hundred  and  threefcore  miles:  it  is  not 
poinble  to  declare  it  precifely,  becaufe  they  are 
not  wont  to  meafure  the  Country  by  Miles,  or  by 
Leagues,  but  by  the  Camels  Journeys  only.  I 
fay  here  nothing,  but  according  to  the  Relation 
of  the  Authors  that  have  examin'd  it. 

It  is  divided,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the 
Dwan,  or  Treafury ,  into  three  parts :  i.  Into 
Satdy  or  the  Upper  £|^pr,  which  begins  at  Siiu, 
and  extends  as  far  as  Ifvan.  2.  Into  P'oftani,  or  the 
middle  Egypt,  mrefped  of  the  Said  and  Cairo  • 
And  3. Into  Bahri,  or  Inferiour  Egypt.  The  mid- 
dle begins  at  Gi^e,  a  Village  over  againft  Boh- 
lacy  and  reaches  as  far  as  MomfalloH  ^  and  the 
lower  commenceth  at  Cairo,  and  includes  Ahx^ 
andna,  and  Damietta. 

.  Jh^pPPe/%/>r,  or  that  part  of  it  which  is 
habitable  and  ufeful,  is  very  narrow.  In  the  wi- 
qeft  part,  a  Horft  iq  fpur  hours  may  pafs  over  it 
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in  fome  places  it  is  not  above  three  hours  riding  / 
2nd  the  Country  in  both  fides  is  wild,  landy,and 
hilly. 

I  cannot  give  an  exa£l  account  of  its  wide- 
nefs  in  the  middle,  bat  yet  I  am  perfwaded  it  is 
not  much  larger  nor  wider  than  the  higher  part  ^ 
for  being  fcituated  between  both,  Bgy^t  begins 
to  grow  wider  about  Cairo it  muft  needs  fol- 
low, that  the  middle  is  not  much  wider  than  the 
upper  part,  unlefs  it  be  about  the  Cafcieflik^of 
Fum ,  where  Egyp  in  the  middle  begins  to  be 
wider*,  but  yet  i  cannot  give  any  exad  account 
of  it. 

The  Inferiour  part  is  wider :  The  Inhabitants 
reckon  about' 70  miles  from  Damietta  to  Alexan-' 
dria\  the  mo.t  VVeftern-Town  upon  the  Sea- 
Coaft. 

A  Learned  Perfonof  this  Age,  in  adifcourfe 
concerning  the  caufes  of  the  Inundation  of 
Jus^  hath  very  well  proved  againft  the  Ancient 
Philofophcrs,  that  the  lower  Egyp  hath  always 
been,  and  is  not  a  new  gift  of  Ntlus.  He  grounds 
his  Opinion  iirft  upon  Homerus^  who  mentions 
the  old  City  of  Canofusy  which  was  at  one  of  the 
chief  entrances  into  Nilus  from  the  Sea.  Se- 
condly, upon  the  teftimony  of  Mofes  and  Davidy 
Tf.  77.  who  have  mentioned  the  City  of  Tanis^ 
where  was  Tharaoh\  Court,  and  where  God  per- 
formed great  Wonders. 

Eoyft  was  always  governed  by  Kings,  but  the 
Royal  Seats  have  not  always  continued  the  fame, 
for  the  Conquerours  have  altered  them  accord- 
ing to  their  pleafiire. 

The  firft  Royal  City,  as  Macrlft  faith,  was  Jrrp- 
\M  \  buc  the  Waters  of  the  Dehige having  rui- 
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ned  it,  the  Pofterity  of  Noah  built  Memf^  or 
Memphis ,  which  was  the  Seat  of  the  Ancient 
Kings  of  the  Race  of  Copmy  till  Nahnchodomzcr 
had  fack'd  it.  When  Alexander  the  Great  had 
built  Alexa^ndrU-y  he  made  it  the  Principal  City, 
where  all  the  fucceeding  Kings  of  the  Greeks 
made  their  Refidence  for  nine  hundred  years, 
till  the  Arabians  had  taken  Egypt ^  and  made  Fo- 
fiat  Metropolis.  But  when  Gimher^  the  General 
of  Meez.  le  Din-alla  had  built  Cairo^  about  the 
year  of  the  Hegeir^  362.  he  called  it  Bar  il 
MemUkey  that  is  the  Royal  Seat,  which  it  hath 
been  ever  fince. 

Egypt  hath  been  governM  by  three  feveral 
forts  of  Mahumetan  Princes,  fince  the  Arabians 
took  it  from  the  Greeks. 

The  firft  were  named  Omara  Majfr^  or  Lords 
of  Egypty  without  any  other  Title.  They  were 
alt  Arabians^  and  Succeflbrs  of  Amrit  tbn  il  Afs^ 
who  was  the  firft  Conquerour,  and  after  to  Abn 
il  Eevares^  thelaft  of  that  Race.  We  reckon  one 
hundred  and  twelve  Princes  of  Egypt j  during  the 
fpaceof  337  Years,  feven  Months,  and  twenty 
Days.  Their  Conqueft  happened  about  twenty 
years  after  the  Hegeira^  and  ended  in  the  year 
3  58.  They  all  dwelt  at  Foflat  Maffer-^  or  there- 
abouts. 

ThefecondRaceof  the  Arabians  were  called 
Caliphs.  They  began  to  take  that  Title,  when  Ge- 
neral Ahuhajfein  Giauher  had  built  Cairo  by  the 
Order  of  MeeTile  Din-alla^  who  was  then  Prince 
of  Barbary  ,  and  ConquerM  Egyp^  and  .took  it 
from  the  Arabians.  Egypt  was  afterwards  go- 
verned by  its  Caliphs  about  108  Years,  4  Months, 
and  21  Days  ^  that  is,  to  the  death  of  Adet  le 
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JDin-alU^  who  was  the  laft:  and  Eleventh  C^/^/?/;. 

The  third  fort,  named  Sultans  or  Soldans^  fuc* 
ceeded  immediately  after  \  of  them  there  have 
been  of  four  Nations, 

The  firlt,  who  was  the  Pofterity  of  a  certain 
lE,iiHb^  were  called  Sultans  Curdes. 

The  fecond  came  from  beyond  the  SeaS)&  were 
named  MamalukjTurks  j  becauft  they  had  been 
before  Slaves,  and  fold  by  the  Merchants  of  Con- 
flantinofle  to  the  Kings  of  Egyft^  who  caufed  them 
to  be  brought  up  and  inftruded  in  all  Martial 
Difcipline.  When  the  King  was  dead,  one  of 
thefe  Slaves  was  chofen  to  fucceed  in  the  Throne. 

The  third  fort  were  ftiled  Mamaluks  Circajft- 
4ns J  becaufe  they  came  originally  from  Circa^iay 
and  were  brought  thither  by  the  Merchants  as 
the  former,  and  fold  alfo  as  Slaves  to  the  Kings 
of  Egyft^  who  caufed  them  to  be  alfo  trained  up 
as  the  former,  unto  whom  they  fucceeded  in  the 
Regal  Dignity  and  Command. 

The  fourth  fort,  who  are  now  in  poffefTion,  are 
the  Sultans  of  the  Race  of  Ottoman^  who  over- 
came the  Orc^^^;75Wr^^;j  in  the  year  9.22.  of  the 
Hegeira\  for  Sultan SelimConqnQr'^d  this  King- 
dom in  the  year  1 5 17. 

Egypt  is  inhabited  at  prefent  by  Coptics ,  Moors ^ 
Arabians^  Turks-,  Greeks-,  Jews^  and  Franks^  and 
Other  ftrange  Nations  but  as  they  are  not  nu- 
merous, they  defer ve  not  to  be  mentioned. 

The  Copties  or  Copts  are  the  Natural  Inhabitants 
of  the  Country,  thus  called,  as  we  have  already 
faid ,  4of  Coptus  the  Son  pf  Mifraim  ^  who  was 
King  of  Egypt  after  his  Father. 

The  Moors  J  who  are  named  by  the  Arabians 
AuladilAraJoy  or  Children  of  the  Arabians^  are 
'  like-. 
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likewifeas  well  as  the  Cofties  defcended  from  the 
fame  Father,  but  they  are  become  Mahumetansy 
and  it  may  be  fince  they  have  Conquered  fgyjt^f, 
there  ^re  fome  amongft  them  yet  that  are  come 
from  the  Arabians » 

The  Arabians  are  a  people  of  Arabia^  and 
though  they  live  mBgyp^  they  have  no  commu- 
XJication  with  the  Moors^  who  are  originally  of 
the  Country.  They  are  of  many  differing  Ge^ 
nerations,  governed  by  their  feveral  Chieftains, 
whom  \  fliall  mention  in  the  fequel  of  this  dit 
courfe. 

The  Tm]^  have  eftabliOi'd  themfelves  there 
fince  Sultan  Selimus  conquered  Bgyp*  Thefe  go- 
vern the  Country,  defend  it,  and  a^t  in  all  Offi- 
ces of  State. 

The  Greeki  that  live  there  now,  and  that  make 
yet  profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  have 
been  invited  thither  by  the  great  Trade  of  £- 
gyp  for  there  is  no  fign  of  the  Ancient  Greehs^ 
who  eftablifh'd  themfelves  there  when  Alexan^ 
der  the  Great  conquerM  £gy/?f  ^  if  there  be  any, 
they  are  mingled  with  the  Copies,  and  are  called 
by  their  names. 

Andbecaufe  the  Gree^fh  Emperours  that  fol- 
lowed the  Council  of  Chalcedonia  were  glad  to 
jncourage  a  Party  in  Egyp  againft  the  Copies, 
fworn  Enemies  of  that  Council,  they  protected 
there  the  Greeks  that  went  thither  ftom  Greece^ 
that  fubmitted  to  that  Council,  and  gave  them 
means  to  eflrablifh  themfelves  in  this  Kingdom-, 
fince  that  time  the  Greeki^  Religion  hath  been 
there  profefled. 

The  Jem  have  always  lived  there  at  prefent 
they  are  very  Qumeyous,  and  are  in  great  repute, 

chieffy 


chiefly  at  Cdro,  and  in  the  Maritime  Towns : 
but  unlefs  it  be  in  fuch  places  there  are  none  to  be 
found,  for  if  their  occafions  call  them  into  the 
Country,  they  ufually  difguife  and  hide  them- 
felves for  when  the  Country- people  find  them 
out,  they  abufe  and  affront  them  ftrangely. 

The  Copies  Tit  prefent  in  Egyft  are  not  nume- 
rous, in  comparifon  of  what  they  have  been 
heretofore  ^  for  in  the  days  of  Amni  ibn  il  J{f^ 
who  took  this  Country  from  tiie  Greeks,  there 
v/as  of  this  Nation  fix  hundred  thoufand  that 
paid  him  Tribute :  but  now^  according  to  the  re- 
lation of  their  own  Patriarch,  there  is  fcarce 
ten  or  fifteen  thoufand.    One  of  the  Caufes  of 
this  decreafe,  was  their  conftancy  in  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  their 
Governours  were  fo  furious  againft  them  for 
that  reafon,  that  they  have  put  to  death  miili^ 
ons  at  a  time :  for  the  Hiftories  tell  us  of  the 
Governour  under  Diockfim  the  Emperour,  who 
malfacred  in  one  mght,  at  Chrijtmas^  fourfcore 
thoufand',  who  are  buried  upon  Mount  Jchmim 
in  the  Upper  Egyft.    And  at  another  time  near 
ijnay  either  the  fame  Governour,  or  another,  put 
to  death  fo  many  that  they  were  not  to  be  num- 
bred ,  for  they  covered  fourfcore  Fiddans ,  or 
Furlongs,  with  their  dead  martyr'd  bodies :  The 
Fiddan  in  Egyft  contains  400  Caflabs  or  Yards, 
every  Yard  is  6  Cubits. 

Another  Caufe  of  their  decreafe  in  the  daya 
of  the  Chriftian  Emperours,  was  their  obftinacy 
in  maintaining  the  Errour  of  Diofcorus,  one  of 
their  Patriarchs,  concerning  one  Nature,  one 
Will,  and  Perfon  in  Jefus  Chrift,  which  caufed 
them  to  fuiFer  ahuoft  the  fame  deftruftions  as 
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they  had  done  formerly  under  the  Heathen  Em- 
peronrs  for  the  Chriftian  Faith  :  For  when  the 
(Jmi^Eniperours  offered  to  force  them  to  leave 
the  Errour  of  Diofcorus^  and  to  embrace  the 
Paith  eltabliihed  in  the  Council  of  Chalcedone^ 
and  when  they  found  them  difobedient  and  in- 
flexible, they  made  ufe  of  the  Sword  to  corapafs 
their  defign.  Amongftthe  reft  the  Emperour 
Juftinian^  Macriz.  laith  in  his  Hiftory  of  the 
Patriarchs,  caufed  two  hundred  thoufand  Cofties 
tjoh^^x^tdi^x, Alexandria  for  that  very  purpofe. 
I  fhall  not  mention  the  Cruelties  of  the  other 
Emperours  his  Succeflbrs  exercifed  upon  them. 
So  that  fuch  as  furvived  after  fuch  like  MafTacres, 
when  they  faw  the  danger  that  attended  the  pro- 
feffionof  this  Opinion,  and  of  appearing  in  the 
Cities ,  they  retreated  into  the  wildernefs,  or 
withdrew  themfelves  into  the  Monafteries,  in  de- 
Ipair,  to  lead  a  Monaftical  life,  without  marri- 
age, or  thinking  to  propagate  their  Nation. 

After  this,  the  Mahomet ahYdngS2.nA?nr\QtSy 
that  have  governed  £^}'^rfmce  the  Chriftian  Em- 
perours, when  they  found  them  rebellious  a- 
gainft  their  Government,  have  not  fpared  them. 
They  have  killed  the  Chief,  fold  for  Slaves  the 
Wives  and  Children  of  others,  fo  that  the  wea- 
ker fort  have  been  fore  d  to  turn  Mahometans.  By 
this  means,  after  fo  many  evils,  this  f^ation  is 
reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number. 

They  v/ere  anciently  Heathens,  every  City 
had  a  God  to  adore. 

Ahufir^  or  the  old  Bufiris^  worfliipped  a  Calf 
Alexartdriajth^zncitnt  RacotUydAor^d  Serapu  of 
Stone.  Achmimy  which  is  the  old  Panes ^  acknow- 
l^^^^di  Afollo,  worfliipped  a  Dog.  Baffa, 
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or  the  old  Bdafiis^  had  for  God  a  Lion  of  Stone. 
Eida  adored  Seraps^  Ifchemuneiny  which  is  the 
zncknt  fJermopolisy  worflaippeda  Man  of  Stone. 
Ifvarjy  called  by  the  Cofties  Sevan^  reverenced 
the  Tree  Lehaca,  Cous  worfhipped  the  Moon 
and  Stars.  Mindadi  the  Fig-tree  of  Pharaoh. 
Memphis  a  Calf-  ^triby  or  the  old  AtribiSy  ado- 
red a  Calf  of  Stone.  Sememuty  which  is  the  an- 
cient SehenniSf  worfhipped  a  Calf  of  Brafs.  Sa 
a  Hog  of  Stone.  T uba  had  a  refpeft  for  the 
Water  and  all  that  is  therein.  I  have  taken  all 
thefe  particulars  out  of  an  old  Manufcript  in  A- 
rabick,  that  I  have  feen  in  the  Monaftry  of  S. 
Anthony. 

»  But  fince  the  coming  of  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift,  they  have  been  fome  of  the  firft  that  have 
embraced  the  Chriftian  Religion,  at  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Apoftle  S.Marl^  They  have  conti- 
nued in  the  right  Faith,  till  Diofcorm  their  Patri- 
arch fell  into  this  Herefie,  That  in  Jefus  Chrift 
there  was  but  one  Nature,  one  Subftance,  one 
Will,  and  one  Operation.  This  Errour  with  its 
Author  was  condemned  in  the  Council  of  Chal- 
cedonej  and  fuch  as  receive  it  are  counted  as  He- 
reticks  by  the  Church  of  Rome  ^  therefore  they 
have  been  perfecuted  by  the  Chriftian  Emperours 
in  times  paft. 

^  But  becaufe  I  treat  more  amply  of  their  Be- 
lief and  Ecclefiaftical  Ceremonies  in  another 
Pook  named  the  Church  of  Alexandria^  which 
I  compofcd  for  that  purpofe  whenlwas  at  CaU 
roj  therefore  I  will  fay  no  more  at  prefent. 

The  Egyftians  have  often  changed  their  Lan- 
guage. The  firft  and  ancient  Language  of  the 
Country  was  that  of  ih^  Cofties^  which  was  ufed 

all 


Ot  EGYPT. 

all  the  time  that  their  Hixigs  reigned  in  E^ypt ' 
But  when  Alexander  the  Great  hadfubdued  that 
Country,  they  were  forced  to  learn  the  Speech 
of  their  Conquerour,  which  was  the  Greek, 
fince  commonly  fpoktn  in  Egy^t  zho^Q  nine  hun- 
dred years,  till  the  Ar^ians  had  driven  away 
tht  Greeki.  They  brought  in  the  Arabian  Tongue, 
which  is  now  commonly  ufed. 


Of  Saida,  or  the  Up^r  Egypt. 

SAid  in  Arabick  fignifies  a  Place  or  a  Country, 
higher  and  above  another:  Therefore  be- 
caufe  the  Upper  Egypt  is  higher  and  above  the 
Lower,  it  bears  this  Name.  The  Arabians  call 
It  yet  Vogh  il  ard,  or  the  Face  of  the  Country, 
being  fituate  on  the  South  of  Cairo.  The  HoaiK 
orPnefts  of  Mahomet  turn  that  way  their  Faces 
when  they  begin  to  cali  the  Congregation  to 
myers,  becaufeAftcA^  is  towards  the  South,  in 
refpedt  of  all  the  Territories  of  the  Ottman  Em- 
pire. 

Giafer  ibnDaleb,  an  Arabian  Hiftorian,  faith 
that  It  is  twelve  days  journey  long,as  they  march 
with  Camels  in  Egypt;  but  it  is  not  above  four 
Hours  travelling  from  fide  to  fide  in  the  Coun- 
try that  IS  inhabited  :  for  if  we  fliould  compre- 
i  r'V^^'^fff'if Mountains  of  Sand  on 
the  Eaft  and  Weft,  it  is  a  great  deal  broader 
than  we  have  faid. 

The  City  of  Ifvan  is  the  fartheft  Confine  to- 
wards the  South,  which  is  in  the  Cafiieflick  of 
it'fj?''  'K^^^  it  ftretchcthforthasiaras 

^'^^  Weft  as  far  as  the  Pro- 
vince of  ^. 
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The  Chief  City  heretofore  v^as  Bit,  whereof 
1  {hall  fpeak  hereafter  more  at  large ;  but  now 
the  Capital  City  is  Girge,  where  lives  the  Sangiac- 
jgfv  that  governs  it.  ^_  . 

Anciently  certain  Princes  ruled  here  in  the 
time  of  theJrabims,  called  in  their  Language 
Omara  Said.  They  dwelt  then  at  which  is 
the  old  Diofpvlis ,  furnaraed  the  Upper,  diftant 
from  Girge  about  a  days  journey ,  and  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  River  Niks  as  we  go  up  :  But 
when  Girgs  was  inlarg'd  by  time,  and  Hii,  fell  to 
decay,  the  Princes  of  Said  fettled  their  abode  at 
Ctrge,  which  hath  been  always  the  Chief  City 
fince  that  time  till  now. 

About  fifty  years  ago  the  Tnyks  drove  away 
from  thence  thofe  ^r^l'^^w  Princes,  and  in  their 
ftead  they  put  the  S^ngiac-Beys,  who  are  Natural 
Turks  i  the  firft  was  named  SoUman-Gianballat. 

TMs  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  miftake  of  James 
Alherms  in  his  difcourfe  of  Bgy^t ;  he  faith,  that 
Said  was  about  6o  years  ago  a  Kingdom  of  it 
felf,  to  which  thQGrand  Seignior  did  ufually  a& 
fisn  a  Tacha.  This  Errour  hath  no  ground :  Firftj. 
becauieinallthe  Hiftories,  ancient  and  new,  of 
the  Arabians.,  the  Province  Said  is  never 
iiam'd  Mewkke  a  Kingdom  ,  nor  Pachalick.  the 
Government  of  a  Facha^  hut  only  .^rde  Satd-, 
e  the  Country  of  Said;  and  its  Rulers,  were  not 
nam'd  Kings,  or  Pachas,  but  only  Omra  Said^ 
or  Princes  of  Said.  Secondly  ,  becaufe  all  the 
Gcvernoursof  the  Twri^jJj  Race,  who  have  go- 
vern'd  it  fince  the  driving  out  of  the^r^to 
Princes,  are  never  call'd  in  the  Regifters  of  the 
Divan,  nor  of  the  common  people,  otherwile 
i\m\Smgiac-3eys,  two  only  excepted,  who  were 


•  Df  EGYPT.  15 

mmQd  Pachas y  becaufethey  had  hem  Pachas  hQ-^ 
fore  they  were  the  Governours  of  this  Pro- 
vince ^  and  though  they  did  bear  this  Title,  they 
were  always  fubjeft  to  the  Pachas  oiGrandCairo. 

It  is  certain ,  the  Province  of  Said  is  very 
largec^  and  if  it  were  all  inhabited,  and  all  ma- 
nur'dv  asisthelower  its  Bey  might  con- 
tend with  the  Pacha  of  Cairo  for  pre-eminence. 
They  have  often  endeavoured  to  free  themfelves 
from  his  Command,  but  becaufe  the  inhabited 
Country  is  very  narrow  ,  and  the  Villages  and 
Towns  ruinated  ,  they  could  never  fucceed  in 
their  defign. 

Neverthelcfs^  the  Government  is  much  like 
that  of  the  Pachas  of  Cairo,  for  he  hath  the  fame 
Officers  to  attend  him,  a  ChiaoHx^Bachi  ^  or  a 
Captain  of  the  Chiaonxy  an  Interpreter,  an  Ag^ 
of  the  }aniz.aries^  and  other  Ag^%  of  the  Mili- 
tary Orders,  named  in  their  Language  Boulouks^ 
who  are  taken  out  of  the  Souldiery  of  Cairo,  and 
are  paid  out  of  the  Reverfions  of  the  Divan. 
He  hath  hke  wife  his  Divan  Catehiy  or  Chancellmr  ■ 
and  in  truth,  he  hath  all  the  Priviledges  of  aP-^' 
chAy  but  he  hath  not  the  Title,  nor  the  Qaalitv ' 
nor  ever  had.  ♦  ^ 

This  gives  to  the  Pacha  of  Cairo y  as  James 
AlhertHs&ithy  forty  Puffes  every  year  ^  befides  . 
he  fends  him  fifty  Horfes,  fifty  Mules,  and  one 
hundred  Camels.  He  gives  alfo  ten  Purfes  to  his 
Kehajay  and  hisjga:  And  for  the  Tax  of  his 
Country,  he  pays  to  the  Divan  of  Cairo  one 
hundredandfifty^r^^i'j  of  Wheats  and  when 
he  gives  other  Grain,  he  delivers  one  ^r^^r^  and 
a  half,  mftead  of  one  Jrdeb  of  Wheat-  and 
befides ,  he  fends  four  hundred  and  fourfcore 

Purfes,. 
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Purfcs ,  each  Purfe  containing  five  hundred 
Crowns:  And  when  he  is  inthelalt  year  of  his 
Government,  he  is  bound  to  caufe  all  the  Lands 
of  his  Government  to  be  fown  which  the  River 
hath  watered,  and  for  his  Expences  the  Divan 
gives  him  an  Allowance. 


of  the  Cafciefs  of  Egypt. 

IN  regard  the  word  QfaV/  is  often  repeated 
in  this  Treatife,  I  have  thought  it  needful^ 
before  I  proceed  any  farther  in  the  general  de- 
fcriptionof  Egy^t ^to  mention  its  Origine,  and 
the  number  and  imployment  of  the  Cafciefs : 
By  this  means  we  (hall  fee  that  all  Egyft  is  divi- 
ded into  little  Provinces,  or  Governments. 

The  word  Cafcief  proceeds  from  the  Jra^ 
hickj^ickscif  which fignifies  to  difcovera  thing-, 
becaufe  their  Ancient  Office  was  to  vifit  their 
Province  and  Jurifdidion,  to  find  out  the  ^ra^ 
bians^  and  Thieves,  and  Perfons  of  an  ill  life,  and 
to  punifh  them :  But  now  their  Power  and  Riches 
increafing,  they  have  rented  the  Incomes  of  their 
Provinces  without  altering  their  Names-,  fo 
that  at  this  time  they  are  the  Petty.Governours 
of  Egypty  and  are  in  number  fix  and  thitty- 

In  the  upper  Egypt  are  twenty  four,  namely  of 
Sint,  where  the  upper  Egypt  begins,  of^hntig, 
ofTemeh,  of  Tahta ,  of  G cure  y  of  Sobaitg^  of 
Minfcie,  of  Tnh  il  ejfirat,  of  Cirge ,  where  the 
Fali  is  the  Cafcief :  All  thefe  are  on  the  WefiAide 
of  M/^^.  before  you  come  to  G'^w. 

Thefe  following  are  likewife  on  the  Wefl-mc 
of  miHs  but  beyond  Gir^e,  namely,  the  Cafciefs 
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q£  BerMSf  of  Ferfcint ,  of////,  of  Bahgiura^  of 
Jarhnksas^  of  Arment^  and  of  I^ne. 

Thefe  following  refide  on  the  .E^/^part  of  Ni- 
Ih5  '^  nalTle^y,  t\iQ  Cafciefs  of  Scierk^bHct^  of  Ach^ 
Tmn-,  of  Scierkmerg  ,  of  Limhir  ve  il  ch^ijam^ .  cjf 
Scierkfauy  of  Cousy  of  iC^';^;;^,  of  Luxor ciriy  and  of 
Jhrim. 

.  Six  dwell  in  the  middle  Bg^p/ •  namely,  at 
Momf allots  where  the  C^i^  Commands  the  o- 
ther  of  Tab',  there  is  the  Cafcief  of  Ifchmmem. 
that  dwells  at  Mwie.tht  Cafaefs  of  Behnejcy  of 
Fium^  of  Giz^e :  All  thefe  are  at  the  Wefl^fidc  of 
NUhs'^  and  on  the  there  is  only  tht  Cafcief 
of  ^//e^fe,  in  the  middle  of  ffy^f . 

There  are  alfo  fix  in  the  lower  Egypt namely, 
of  Memfj  of  Garble y  which  two  Provinces  are 
in  the  Ifle  of  Delta.  The  Cafcief  of  Behelre  re- 
fides  inthet'T^y^-fide  of  NUusy  as  we  go  to  Giz.e» 
over  againft  Cairo.  This  Province  reaches  as  far 
as  Alexandria,  and  includes  the  little  Cafcief  of 
Tar  am  that  depends  upon  it.  There  is  likewifc 
the  Cafcief  of  Kel,  Jith,  in  the  fame  fide  as  Cairo\ 
and  the  Cafcief  of  Manfoura  on  the  fame  hand, 
near  the  Province  of  Kelinb,  and  the  C4cief  of 
Bilbeis^  which  is  on  the  fide  of  Grand  Cairo. 

All  the  Cafciefs  of  the  inferiour  E^yft^  and 
fome  alfo  of  the  middle ,  never  abide  in  the 
Towns  of  their  Jurifdictions,  for  the  mod  part, 
but  only  eight  or  nine  Months,  fiom  fanuary  till 
AngHfl.  When  Nilus  begins  to  overflow  the 
Banks,  then  they  retreat  to  Cairo  y  where  they 
d  well  till  the  Waters  are  gone,  and  that  the  Ber^ 
(im^  ov  Sinfoin^  is  grown  high  enough  to  feed 
their  Horfes. 

When  the  Governours  are  gone  out  of  their 
C  Towns, 
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Towns,  there  is  no  aiiurance  for  a  Traveller, 
for  the  Arabians  and  Thieves  having  no  body 
to  fear  in  the  quarter,  they  watch  for  their  prey 
ihthepaflagesand  high-ways  ;  fo  it  is  not  fafe 
to  travel  by  Land,  till  they  be  returnM  to  their 
Jurifdidions  again,  which  commonly  happens 
at  the  Feaft  of  the  Epiphany  of  the  Coptics, 

They  obferve  this  order  ingoing  from  Cairo\ 
th^Cafcief  of  G'^r^/V  departs  the  next  day  after 
Epiphany ^  o{ Mennf^  the  day  following',  the 
third  day  trie  Cafcief  of  Beheire  ,  the  fourth  of 
Manfoura^  the  fifth  of  Atfieh ,  the  fixth  of  Ke- 
linb^  the  feventh  goes  away  Lord  of  Giz.e.  They 
all  come  back  again  to  Cairo^  in  the  Month  of  Ah^  ; 
guflj  in  the  fame  order.  ^   ^  ' 

This  is  the  Tax  that  was  commonly  paid  in 
the  year  1634.  as  James  Alhertus  faith  i  1  know  , 
not  whether  there  is  any  alteration. 

The  Cafcief  of  Beheire  pays  to  the  Tacha  30 
Purfes,  tohis  Kehaja  and^^^jfix  Purfes,  and  to 
the  Divan  or  Treafury  of  the  Grand  Seignior^ 
yearly  in  four  portions,  four  hundred  and  four- 
fcore  Purfes.  He  hath  at  his  Command  two  hun- 
dred men,  half  5pfc/i,  and  half  Metferracas'^  and 
befides  thefe,  he  hires  many  more  to  give  a  check  : 
tothe^r^^/^;7j.  He  is  bound  to  make  the  water 
of  the  River  to  run  into through  the  ; 
Calitz.  or  Conduit  of  Cleopatra^  which  conveys  I 
the  water  from  a  Village  called  Latf-^  he  is  , 
bound  alfo  to  entertain  Souldiers  all  along  the  | 
Channel,  to  fee  that  the  water  be  not  cut  off.-  he  j 
is  alfo  bound  to  caufe  it  to  be  cleanfed  at  his  own  i 
charges.  In  his  Province  are  one  hundred  three- 
fcore  and  ten  Towns  and  Villages. 

ThQCafcief  of  Mennf  pays  to  the  Facha  five 

and 
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and  twenty  Purfes,  to  his  iT.^w  and  Aaas  four 
and  to  the  two  hundred  fourfcore  and  fix 
teeni  and  the  Bivan  of  Cairo  is  obliged  to  en* 
tertam  one  hundred  Sfahis  to  keep  his  Counl 

,  jhe  Ci^,>/ of  C7^r^/^  pays  to  the  Pacha,  as  I 
underftood  when  I  was  at  Cairo,  one  and  thirtv 

a  great  Officer,  eighteen  thoufand  Medins .  and 
in  aiJ,  one  hundred  and  twenty  Purfes.  The  Di 
van  oi Cairo  allows  him  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Souldiers;  he  lives  at  Mohelle  Rehire ,  or  the 
Great  Mohelle ,  the  Chief  Town  of  the  Pro- 

The  Cafcief  of  Manfoura ,  as  Jams  Albertus 
ftith  gives  to  the  Pacha  five  and  twenty  Pur. 
fes,fourtohislt>fe^;«and^^^,,  and  to  the 
van  two  hundred  fourfcore  and  fixteen.  £^ 
Bivan  entertains  a  hundred  Souldiers  in  his  Pro- 
vince, and  keeps  as  many  more* 
,.  Th?  CW/«>/  of  ^eliuh,  which  was  the  bid  Cal- 
hopey  fcituated  on  the  EaJi  Me  of  the  River  iW- 
te,  as  Cairo,  pays  to  the  Pacha  five  and  twentv 
Purfes  four  to  hisir.^^and^^^.,  and  to  the 
^wan  two  hundred  fourfcore  and  fixteen  The 

When  the  6e/«>/  receives  the  Coftan,  dr  his 
Comroiffion  from  the  Pacha,  he  fpends  about  five 
hundred  Crowns.  All  fuch  perfbnsas  have  been 
Rr^  xif  °r  ^i'f"-^^^'  may  pretend  to  this  Oft 

G2  Of 


of  the  Seasons  of  Egypt,' 

T Hough  t\s.z  Copies  are  much  defpifed  by  all 
the  Mahmtetattsy  they  are  efteeffl'd  becaufe 
of  the  compucationof  the  time-,  for  the  Mahu- 
mctans  in  all  their  aftions,  either  private  or  pub- 
lick,  never  makeufe  of  their  own  computation, 
butof  thatoftheG>p?/«ias  the  jufteft  and  the 
belt  for  their  bufmefs:  For  example,  they  fay 
not,  that  the  Rains  fall  fuch  and  fuch  a  day  of 
their  Month,  but  fuch  a  day  of  the  Moath  of  the 
Coptics.  They  reckon  Ufter,  called  not 
after  their  Beiram,  but  accordmg  to  the  £#fr  ot 
the  Cotties:  So  that  they  govern  all  their  acti- 
ons, and  all  their  publick  affairs,  not  according 
to  their  own,  but  according  to  the  Cofues  Ca- 

^^^he  Conies  divide  thus  the  Seafons  of  the 
Year  -  They  reckon  the  ^«r«wff/,  called  by  the 
Ard,ims  U  Charif,  from  the»i5th  day  of  the 
Month  Tot,  or  September.,  till  the  15th  ot  Ktja- 
fc^ii^ ,  or  December.  .      ,  . 

Winter,  named  by  them//  Seme,  begmson  the 
15th  day  of  December,  and  ends  on  the  i  sth  day 
of  Baramhat,  ox  March. 

The  5mw-,  called  by  them  il  Auvel  rebte,  De-, 
gins  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  and  ends  the 
I  <th  day  of  Baom,  or  June. 

The  Summer  on  the  1 5th  day  of  7«»e,  and  ends 
the  1  sth  day  of  the  Month  T >r,or  September  :  they 
reckon  for  every  Seafonjuft  three  Months. 

They  begin  the  year  the  Sth  day  of  September,  ^ 
according  to  the  Gre^oriari  ftile,or  on  the  28th  ot 
'Aii^iifi,  according  to  the  Calendar  of  the  Gt^^s^ 
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They  reckon  this  prefent  year  1672.  to  be  the 
I3p8.yearfince  the  Vice-Roy  of  Diode  fan  maf- 
facredfomany  xMartyrs,  at  which  time  they  be- 
gin their  computation. 

Thefe  are  the  names  of  their  Months,  and  the 
days  inwhich  they  begin. 

Tot,  or  September^  begins  the  8th  day  of  ours, 

Babe^  or  O^lobevj  begins  the  of  ours. 

Hatur^  or  November j  begins  the  of  ours. 

Kijahak,  or  December^  begins  the  7th  of  ours. 
Tnbe^  or  January^  begins  the  6th  of  ours. 
jlmfcir^  or  February y  begins  the  4th  of  ours. 
Bardmhatj  or  March ^  begins  the  7th  of  ours. 
Bermndej  or  Afrily  begins  the  6th  of  ours. 

or  A^^y,  begins  the  6th  of  ours. 
Baoni^  or  Jme-,  begins  the  5th  of  ours. 
Abiby  or  Jdyy  begins  the  5th  of  ours. 
Mejfr^  or  Auguft^,  begins  the  firft  day  of  ours. 
Every  Month  hath  30  days,  which  make  up 
^60.  and  becaufe  there  wants  yet  fi|e  to  com- 
pleat  the  year,  they  add  the  five  at  the  end  of 
all,  and  call  them  Epagomene^  which  fignifies  ad- 
ded^ to  make  up  the  full  year. 

The  mofl:  temperate  Seafon  hath  fomething  of 
the5/?r/>^and  the  Amumn^  which  two  Seafons 
cannot  wellbe  diftinguifhed  in  Egypt.  Now  the 
mild  Weather  begins  in  the  Month  of  Septem^ 
her,  then  the  people  begin  to  breath  the  frefn 
air  i  but  as  about  this  time  the  Fields  are  all 
drownM  in  water,  and  that  there  is  no  walking 
up  and  down  by  Land,  the  abode  is  not  then  lo 
pleafant  till  the  middle  November:  Then  the 
Country  is  dry,  the  Ways  are  free,  the  Waters 
are  run  into  their  ufual  Currents,  the  Birds  are 
to  betaken  by  the  Fowler,  the  Air  is  pleafant, 
C  3  the 


the  heat  of  the  Sun  is  fupportable,  the  Fields 
grow  green,  and  the  fweetand  frefh  Gales  blow 
every  where.  In  fliort,  the  Seafon  is  then  very 
pleafant,  and  continues  fo  till  the  middle  of  At 

The  cold  feafon,  which  is  anfwerable  to  our 
Winter  J  begins  about  the  middle  of  December  : 
it  is^a  delightful  time,  unlefs  in  the  feven  days 
which  the  Arabians  call  Merd  il  aginz.^  or  the 
cold  of  the  old  Hag  •  they  begin  about  the  7th 
oi  February  J  and  continue  till  the  14th*,  the 
Mornings  are  then  very  cold,  the  Sky  is  cloudy, 
the  Rains  fall,  and  the  Winds  are  commonly  ve- 
ry boifterous. 

Though  the  Winter  is  there  very  mild,  perfons 
of  EftatewcarFurr'd  Gowns,  from  the  Month 
of  November^  till  the  Month  of  March ,  not  be^ 
caufeof  any  great  cold,  for  there  is  fcarceany, 
but  becaufe  then  the  Weather  is  variable,  and 
they  fear  ijp  be  incommoded  with  the  diftemper^ 
which  this  changeable  weather  produceth. 

The  Summer  h  the  worlt  and  molt  troublefom 
feafon,  becaufe  of  the  exceffive  heats  of  the  hot 
Windsiand  the  dangerous  difeafes  that  are  rife, 
chiefly  at  that  time,  which  thtEoypians  o^XlCam' 
/«/,whichwe  name  Eafter.  This  dangerous  fea- 
fon begins  about  thc£^7?er-Monday  of  the  Coptics^ 
and  ends  at  their  Whitfon-yiQXidiZY*  About  this 
time  the  Winds,  called  by  the  Arabians  Meriffh 
^re  boifterous  ^  they  are  fo  hot  and  troublefonie, 
that  they  are  ready  to  ftifle  the  breath,  and  they 
raife  in  the  Air  fo  much  Straw  and  Sand  ,  that 
the  Sky  is  darkned.  This  Sand  is  fo  fubtil,  that 
it  penetrate^  through  every  little  chink  and 
{]ole. 

Afeput 
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About  this  time  Malignant  Fevers  commonly 
reign,  Dyfenteries,  and  many  other  Diieafes ; 
theleaft  is  incurable,  if  the  neceflary  Remedies 
be  not  applied  in  time  :  And  when  thefe  winds 
blow,  the  bodies  that  are  not  diftemper'd,  are 
eaftdov^ti,  and  not  well. 

Thefe  Southerly  winds  blow  not  every  day  in 
this  feafon,  nor  every  year  in  the  fame  manner 
and  fury,  for  in  the  year  1672.  they  blew  but 
twelve  times,  and  the  next  year  but  twice,  and 
that  very  moderately ;  other  frefber  and  whole- 
fomer  winds  blew'the  reft  of  the  time.  It  is  not  ' 
polFible  to  exprefs  the  joy  of  the  people,  when 
thefe  Southerly  winds  favour  them>  and  are  mild. 

The  ordinary  time  of  Rains  and  Winds, 
which  might  be  compared  with  owv  u4ntHmn,  be- 
gins in  the  Month  of  December  ,  and  continues 
till  January  ,  and  Fehrnary  though  at  Rofetta^ 
and  jilexandria^  Rains  fall  at  other  times, 
becaufe  of  the  Seas  that  are  fo  near.  At  the 
Eve  of  thtPentecofl^  in  the  year  1672.  the  wea^ 
ther  was  full  of  Rain  at  Rofemy  and  the  next  day 
followed  a  very  thick  Milt.  On  the  24th  day  of 
November y  in  the  fame  year,  the  Rains  fell  ve- 
ry moderately  at  Cairo the  Sky  was  obfcure, 
and  full  of  wind  and  on  the  tenth,  eleventh, 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  in  the  fame  Month,  ve- 
ry furious  Rains  fell.  By  this  you  may  fee,  that 
it  is  a  great  errour  to  fay  that  it  never  Rains 
mEgyft.  GEiiULIS  ft..  . 

I  have  often  feen  in  my  Travels ,  that  the 
weather  hath  been  fo  mifty  and  moift,  that  my 
Beard  and  Cloaths  have  been  fo  wet,  that  a 
fliowre  of  Rain  could  not  have  wetted  them 
more  i  and  that  which  is  wonderfuUs,  that  this 
C  4  hap- 
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happened  in  a  feafon  that  none  ever  expeited  it. 
During  feveral  mornings  in  the  Month  of  ^pril^ 
in  the  year  1672.  in  my  travelling  from  i)^;;//^^- 
ta  to  Caira^  the  fame  thing  happened  to  me  in 
the  Month  of  Jmje^t  Rofetta  ^  and  in  the  Month 
of  September  at  Bemfuef'^  and  in  O^oher^  in  my 
return  from  the  Monaiteryof  S.Anthony, 

Thefe  wet  Mifts  are  more  frequent  about  Cat- 
roy  than  in  other  places^  They  begin  ufually  a- 
bout  the  Month  of  November^  before  the  rifmg 
of  the  Sun ,  and  continue  all  the  Winter.  Some 
happen  in  other  feafons  of  the  year ,  and  many 
times  in  Smimer  ,  as  I  have  taken  notice  in  the 
year  1672.  inthe  beginning  of  Ai^ufly  in  my  re- 
turn back  from  Fty.m  to  Mocanan^  a  Village  about 
four  hours  travelling  from  Cairo ,  I  faw  upon 
thcTownfo  thick  alVIifl:,  that  I  could  notdif- 
cover  it>  nor  the  Pyramids  that  are  near,  though 
the  Air  was  clear  where  1  ftood. 

In  all  the  feafons  of  the  year,  when  the  nights 
are  ferene,  there  is  fo  much  Dew  that  falls,  that 
it  may  very  well  be  taken  for  a  little  fhowre  • 
but  when  the  Sky  is  cloudy,  there  falls  no  Dew. 
Were  it  not  for  thefe  Dews,  there  would  be  no 
Grafs  nor  Corn,  the  Trees  would  bear  no  Fruit, 
the  wild  Beafts  in  the  Defarts  could  not  live 
where  there  are  no  Fountains  nor  Rivers,  and 
where  the  Rains  fall  but  feldom.  Thunders  are 
not  often  heard  -,  in  all  the  time  that  I  was  in  E- 
gyfty  I  heard  this  noife  but  twice,  on  the  firft  day 
of  Jmmr)^  and  on  the  fourth  of  May^  1673. 

lhave  already  fpoken  of  the  two  chief  Winds 
that  blow  in  Egypt ^  Merijfi  and  Maltem.  I  muft 
further  take  notice,  that  not  only  the  Southern 
Winds  are  named  Meriffi^  but  alio  the  Eafl"ern. 

They 
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They  blow  commonly  twice  every  year  •  at  Ea^ 
fier,  called  (as  1  have  already faid)  Cam/in-^  and 
from  the  Month  of  November  ,  till  the  middle 
of  February.  They  are  helpful  to  thofe  that  tra- 
vel down  the  River  Nilus^  and  to  the  Ships  that 
fail  from  the  Indies  and  Arabia  through  the  Red- 
Sea  to  Snes :  But  they  arc  contrary  to  thofe  that 
go  up  the  River :  From  hence  it  fometimes  hap- 
pens, that  Travellers  are  todays  going  up  from 
Cairo  to  Girge^  which  Voyage  is  eafily  perform- 
ed in  8  or  lo  days  when  the  other  winds  blow. 

The  Winds  called  Maltem  or  T eijJb  are  Weft- 
erly  Winds:  They  begin  about  twelve  days  be- 
fore the  Rain  falls,  and  laft  till  the  Month  of 
November  during  that  time  fcarce  any  other 
Wind  blows.  The  Winds  called  Merlfi  are  hot, 
they  fpoil  the  Corn,  and  are  hurtful  to  every 
thing  ^  but  thefe  nourifli  and  refrefli,  not  only 
the  Corn  ,  but  are  comfortable  to  Man  and 
Beaft,  for  they  are  cooling,  and  give  ftr^ngth. 

They  flop  the  Mouth  of  the  River ,  and 
caufe  the  Waves  to  fend  back  the  water  of 
NHhs^  which  makes  it  to  ilop  and  fwell  bver  the 
Banks  to  water  the  Earth,  and  fill  ail  the  Chan- 
nels with  water.  In  their  feafons  they  begin  to 
blow  about  Noon,  and  continue  till  midnight  j 
but  between  midnight,  and  the  Noon  of  th«  next 
day,  they  feldom  blow,  or  very  faintly. 


The  De[cnpion  of  the  Egyptians. 

THe  Egyptians  generally  are  of  an  OJive-co^ 
lour,  and  the  farther  their  Country  \%  di. 
ftant  from  O/r^?  towards  the  Souths  their  skin  is 


the  more  tawny  fuch  as  live  next  to  NnhU  arc 
all  blackifh,  as  the  Nubiam^ 

Their  ordinary  Vices  arc  Idlenefs  and  Cowar^ 
dife,  which  is  fo  natural  toth:;m,  that  they  are 
all  toucht  with  them,  whether  they  be  Mores  or 
Copies '  Their  ordinary  imployment  every  day 
is  to  fmoak  Tobacco^  and  drink  Cojfecy  to  fleep, 
or  lye  in  a  place  idle ,  or  fit  talking  together. 
They  are  very  ignorant  in  all  manner  of  Sciences 
and  Knowledges  ^  they  are  very  proud  and 
vain-glorious ,  and  though  they  all  know  that 
they  have  loft  their  Nobility,  their  Country,  all 
knowledge  and  exercife  of  Arms,  their  Lan- 
guage, their  chief  Books,  and  publick  Hiftories, 
andthat  infteadof  a  famous  and  valiant  Nation 
that  they  were  heretofore,  they  are  become  meer 
Slaves,  an  odious  and  a  contemptible  people  ^ 
neverthelefs  they  are  fo  proud,  as  to  think  that 
they  have  need  of  nothing.  They  are  diipleafed 
when  we  Francs  advife  them  to  fend  their  Chil- 
dren into  our  Country  to  learn  the  Arts  and  Sci^ 
ences,  and  to  underftand  hov/  we  live  and  be- 
have our  felves. 

The  common  people  are  Thieves,  Lyars,  trea- 
cherous, and  fo  greedy  of  gain,  that  for  the  love 
of  a  Meidm  they  Would  kill  their  own  Fathers. 
They  are  very  negligent  of  their  bufinefs,  and 
changeable,  troublefome  in  difcourfe,  founcon-r 
flant  in  thtir  promifes,  that  there  is  no  heed  to  be 
taken  of  their  words,  nor  of  their  Oaths.  In  a 
word,  they  are  very  proper  to  beimploycd  in  all 
evil  aftions ,  my  Converfation  with  men  of  that 
Nation  of  all  forts ,  hath  caufed  me  to  difcover 
them  to  the  bottom. 

The  Women  of  the  Country  are  ufually  of  a 

low 
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low  ftaturc,  of  a  brown  Complexion,  all  their 
Beauty  confifts  in  a  lively  eye  •  their  difcourfes 
are  troubleiome,  and  their  cioathing  is  not  hand- 
fom.  The  Wives  of  the  better  fort,  brought 
from  other  parts  of  T^ri^V,  are  better  bred, 
^nd  more  pleafing  in  all  refpefts. 


Of  the  River  Nilus. 

THe  difcovery  of  tbe  Springs  of  Nihs, 
which  hath  caufed  fo  many  Difputes  a- 
mongft  the  Ancient  Philofophers,  and  for  which 
Ibme  great  Perfons  were  at  vaft  expences  with- 
out any  fuccefs,  feems  to  have  been  left  to  the 
VortHgmfes^  who  have  found  them  out  in  our 
Age. 

Father  Te-Z/a,  a  Jefuite,  faithinhisHiftoryof 
Ethiopia^  printed  at  Lisbon  ,  That  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Gojam,  vphich  is  ahoHt  1 2  Degrees  from  the  Eqni^ 
noBial  towards  the  Weft^and  in  the  Province  <?/Saca- 
hala,  inhabited  by  the  Agdim  in  a  Fteld  of  no  great 
extejjty  incompajfed  about  with  many  high  Mo im- 
tains f  there  is  a  Itttle  Lake  over  which  one  may  cafi  a 
ftoncj  full  of  Bnjhes  and  low  Trees y  whereof  the  Roots 
are  fo  t hick^  and  tnt angled,  that  in  Summer  one  may 
Walk^  upon  them.    In  the  middle  of  this  Lake  are 
two  great  and  deep  Fountains  very  near  together  \ 
from  hence  ijfues  out  d  clear  water  that  runs  under 
thefe  Bujhes  and  low  Trees  in  two  fever al  Channels: 
towards  the  Eaft,  and  about  the  diflanceof  a  Mus- 
k^-Jhot,  they  turn  to  the  North  ^  about  half  a  mile 
^rom  thence  there  appears  a  great  deal  of  water ^  and 
<i  confiderable  River ,  into  which  runs  many  other 
Hrems-'i  and  about  i%miUs  frornthencey  it  receives 

mother 
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amther  bigger  watery  called  Gema,  which  lofeth  then 
its  name :  a  little  fartherrmcning  towards  the  Eaft, 
it  receives  alfo  two  other  confiderahle  flreams^  called 
KtXxxand  Branti ;  near  this  plajce  is  the  firfl  fall  of 
the  River:  Not  much  farther^  in  running  towards 
theYuZS^^  it  enters  into  the  Lake  of  the  Abyflins,  na^ 
Bahr  Dembea,  or  the  Sea  of  Dembca:  when 
it  is  fafi  through,  without  mingling  its  waters  with 
the  waters  of  the  Lake^  it  receives  many  other  Rivers 
^ery  great  j  and  namely ,  the  River  Tekeze  near 
Egypt. 

As  foon  as  Nilus  is  out  of  the  La-ke  Dembea, 
it  turns  to  the  South-Eaft,  leaving  at  the  left  hand 
the  Kingdoms  of  Beg^'^midty  (?/Amhara,  of  Vole- 
ca  afterwards  running  to  the  South,  it  hath  upon 
the  South-Eaft  the  Kingdom  of  Sauva  ^  afterwards 
turning  again  to  tfc  Eaft-North-Eaft,  it  hath  on  the 
Sx^wth  fide  Ganz,  Gafata,  and  Bizamo,  and  paf- 
feth  through  the  Countries  of  Gonga  andGzfrCy  and 
a  little  farther  by  Fafcalo,  then  it  enters  into  the 
Country  ^)/Funch,  f>r  Nubia,  and  from  thence  runs 
intoEgy^t^  as  Father  Tdks  affirms, 

Wemuft  confider  befides,  that  when  Ntlus  is 
fallen  down  the  laft  Cataraft  near  Jfvan,  it  runs 
from  the  South  to  the  North  very  flowly,  and  di- 
vides it  felf  below  Boulac  into  two  great  Bran^  , 
ches,  the  one  meets  the  Sea  at  Rofettay  and  the  o- 
ther  at  Damietta.  This  latter  divides  it  ftif  into .  i 
another  Current  at  Sciohret  il  yemen^  a  Village 
fcituate  on  the  WeflM^  of  Ntlusy  about  haltway 
between  Cairo  and  Damietta^  which  runs  into  the 
Tit  Br ullos.  ^ 

Befides  tbefe  three  branches,  there  is  a  fourth 
which  is  artificial,  and  full  of  water   but  about . 
thirty  days  of  the  year,  it  begins  at  a  Village  ^ 

called 
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called  L^tfy  on  the  Wefi^Me  of  NUhs,  in  going 
toRofettay  about  thirty  miles  from  Alexandria^ 
where  the  waters  of  this  Current  run  into  the 
Sea  "therefore  the  Egyptians  iQckoYi  it  amongft 
the  true  Mouths  of  the  River  NUhs. 

I  know  not  whether  befides  thefe  four  there  be 
any  other^  as  Herodotus  and  Strabo  affirm,  for  they 
reckon  about  feven*  But  Egypt  is  much  altered  ; 
fo  that  there  is  no  appearance  nor  remembrance 
of  the  feven  Cities  where  they  were,  as  they 
fay* 

When  I  was  at  Rofetta^  I  enquired  from  the 
Inhabitants  concerning  this  particular,  but  they 
could  not  give  me  any  account,  but  only  of  thefe 
four.  Some  told  mc,  that  befides  the  great  Cur- 
rent at  Damietra ,  there  was  another  artificial 
Channel  at  Gaza^  where  the  waters  did  run  into 
the  Sea,  but  1  cannot  believe  it :  but  if  this  were 
true,  Gaz.a  is  not  in  Egypt  ^  therefore  it  cannot 
be  one  of  the  feven  Mouths  of  the  River  NUhs 
Ipoken  of  by  the  Ancient  Geographers.  I  could 
wifli  that  fome  other  curious  Traveller  would  en^^ 
quire  them  out,  and  tell  us  the  truth . 

This  is  remarkable  of  NUhs  :  i.  That  it  begins 
to  increafe  and  decreafeon  a  certain  day  precifely. 

2.  That  when  it  firft  increafeth  it  grows  green. 

3.  That  afterwards  it  appears  red  ^  and  4.  That 
it  changeth  its  Channel  fometimes. 

The  day  in  which  it  begins  to  increafe  is  year- 
ly the  1 2th  of  Jnne  of  the  Copties,  or  the  17th 
day  of  ouTjmey  on  which  day  theyobferve  the 
Feaft  of  S.  Michael  the  Arch- Angel,  on  which  day 
the  drops  fall.  Now  thefe  drops  are  nothing 
die,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, but  the  Mercies  and  Bleffings  of  God: 


They  believe  on  that  day  God  fenSsthe  Arcfc 
Angel  S.Michael  tocaufe  the  River  to  be  fruits 
ful.  This  is  the  common  Opinion  of  the  people 
But  the  Learned  fay,  that  thefe  drops  is  a  kind  of 
a  Dew  which  falls  towards  the  laft  quarter  of 
the  night,  near  the  morning  *,  and  which  caufeth 
the  River  to  be  fruitful,  purifies  the  Air  from  all 
the  infedtion  of  Camfm^  and  gives  ftrength  and 
vertue  to  all  things  upon  which  it  falls. 

Thefe  drops  are  doubtlefs  the  only  caufe  of 
thefruitfuine^  oi  Niks:  this  is  eafily  feen for 
as  fooii  as  this  Dew  is  fallen,  the  water  begins  to 
be  corrupt,  and  to  be  of  a  greenifli  colour  this 
colour  increafeth  more  and  more,  till  the  River 
appears  as  a  Lake  cover'd  all  over  with  Mofs. 

This  colour  is  to  be  feen  not  only  in  its  great 
Channel,  but  alfo  in  all  the  Ponds  and  Branches 
that  come  from  thence,  only  the  Citterns  keep 
the  water  pure. 

Some  years  this  green  colour  continues  about 
20  days,  and  fometimes  more,  but  never  above  - 
40.  The  Egyptiam  call  this  time,  when  the  Ri- 
ver is  green,  ilchadraviaty  for  they  fuffer  muchj 
becaufe  the  water  is  corrupt,  without  tafte,  and 
unwholefome,  and  that  good  water  is  very  rare. 

Thefe  drops  or  Dew  purifies  the  Air,  for  as 
foon  as  it  falls,  the  Plague  ceafeth  to  be  mortal, 
none  dies  of  itv  the  Air  is  wholefome,  all  Di- 
ftempers  ceafe,  and  if  5ny  perfon  grows  fick, 
he  never  dies. 

This  Dew  gives  life  to  every  thing  and  when 
it  falls  upon  the  Wheat,  it  caufeth  it  to  continue 
many  years  without  corruption,  or  worms,  and 
is  far  more  nourifhing  than  that  Cdrn  upon 
which  it  never  falls :  For  this  caufe  they  never 

houfe 
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houfe  the  Corn  of  the  Grand  Seignior  in  the 
Barns,  till  this  Dew  is  fallen  npon  it,  that  it 
might  keep  the  longer  without  worms. 

The  increafe  of  the  River  proceeds  from  le- 
veralcaufes^  the  firft  and  the  chief  is,  the  fer- 
mentation  caufed  in  it  by  this  Dew,  which  falls 
at  the  time  mentioned  before. 

The  continual  Rams  of  Ethiopia,  that  come  ia 
Jdy^  jinguft,  and  Seftember^  which  is  the  Winter- 
quarter  of  that  Country,  and  the  great  Torrents 
of  water  that  run  down  from  the  Mountains  in- 
to Che  Rivers  that  flow  into  NHhs,  may  be  look'd 
upon  as  another  caufe  of  this  increafe,  for  I  can- 
not conceive  that  the  fermentation  can  continue 
loo  days,  and  caufe  it  alone  to  increafe  fo  much  • 
as  it  is  wont. 

The  third  caufe,  in  my  judgment,  are  the  We- 
fterly  winds,  calkd  Maefirals,  and  by  the  Egyp^ 
ttans  Maltem  ,  which  begin  to  blow,  as  I  have 
faid,  about  12  days  before  the  Dew  falls name- 
ly, the  fifth  day  of  jHney  and  continue  after- 
wards about  four  Months  without  alteration. 
They  blow  ftrait  into  the  River  NHhs^  and  hin- 
der the  frefh  water  from  coming  out,  fo  that  it 
returns  back,  and  caufeth  the  River  to  fwell. 

Thefe  fame  Winds  have  caufed  feveral  Tra^ 
vellers,  andnam.ely  Monfieur  to  afSnn, 

that  the  River  obferves  not  aprecife  day  to  in- 
creafe, but  that  it  happens  fome  years  fooner, 
others  later;  becaufe  before  the  17th  day  of 
Jnne^  the  water  did  feem  to  fwell  •  but  this  is  no 
realmcreafe,  the  winds  Maefirals  are  the  caufes 
of  this  appearance. 

The  Ancient  Egyptians  afcrib'd  the  caufe  of 
the  fwellmgof  iV^V/^noa  fuperftitious  cuftom. 

They 
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They  bought  a  young  Damofel  ^  adorned  her 
with  rich  attire,  and  afterward  caft  her  as  a  Sa- 
crifice into  the  River,  on  the  12th  day  of  their 
Baony ,  or  June :  But  when  AmruAhn  il  ajf  had 
conquerM  Egyfty  and  taken  it  from  the  Greeks j 
he  abolifh'd  this  damnable  Cuftom which  was 
obferved  in  that  time,  as  Gazjnevi  a  famous  ^r^- 
hian  Hiftorian  faith.  Amrn  commanded  the£gyp- 
tians  to  forbear  and  leave  that  ad  of  cruelty 
in  that  year  it  happenM  that  the  River  did  not 
increafe,  which  caus'd  the  people  tofulped  and 
fear  a  great  Famine,  infomuch  that  they  refolved/ 
to  depart  out  of  the  Kingdom.  This  caufed 
j4mrH  ibniUJf  to  m\tG  to  Amrn  ihn  il  Chottahj  a 
Calif  of  Mahomet ,  to  defire  his  advice.  This 
CaUjf  fent  him  a  Letter  written  with  his  own 
hand  for  the  River  NHhs^  commanding  him  to 
read  it,  and  to  caft  it  into  the  water  which  as 
foon  as  Ahyh  had  performed,  the  waters  rofe 
16  Cubits  in  one  night,  the  14th  of  September^ 
which  is  commonly  the  lafl:  day  of  its  increafe. 
This  was  fufficient  to  water  the  Country,  and  fa- 
tisfie  the  people. 

.  Some  of  the  Country  that  are  ignorant  of  the 
truecaufesof  this  increafe,  imagine  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  a  large  Pond  in  Ethicpay  in  tlie  River 
kfelf,,  which  the  Ahyjfm  begin  to  open  about  ^ 
the  1 2th  of  ^me,  and  by  degrees  let  out  the  wa-  ' 
ter  more  and  more,  till  the  14th  of  September^  at 
which  time  they  begin  to  fluit  it  again  but  this 
is  a  foolifh  fancy  of  the  Copties. 

As  foon  as  the  green  colour  is  gone,  the  River 
Niks  begins  to  become  red,  and  very  muddy  v 
'tis  then  no  doubt  but  the  fermentation  is  pafsM, 
and  that  the  waters  of  Ethiopia  are  arriv'd  inf- 
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gyfh  which  are  of  that  colour,  becaufe  of  the  red 
Earth  which  the  furious  torrents  from  the  Moun- 
tains carry  into  the  River-  for  it  is  not  poffible 
that  the  Land  of  Egyp ,  which  is  very  blacky 
fhould  give  it  that  colour.  In  the  year  1673.  in 
the  beginning  of  Jnly,  the  water  began  to  be  red, 
which  continued  till  the  end  of  December,  the  time 
that  the  River  returns  to  its  ordinary  bignefs. 

They  have  an  art  to  make  this  muddy  water 
as  cle#  as  Cryftal.  As  foon  as  the  Water- 
bearershave  fiU'd  their  VelTels,  they  rub  them 
in  the  infide  with  a  Pafte  made  with  pounded 
Almonds,  which  cauleth  the  water  to  become  in 
a  fliort  time  very  clear. 

,   In  the  places  where  this  Pafte  is  not  to  be 
found,  theyufe  for  that  purpofethe  Kernels  of 
Apricocks,  pounded  in  the  fame  manner.  .1  was 
told,  that  the  Flower  of  little  Beans  could  per- 
form the  fame  effeft.    The  Egyptians  htVitYQ^ 
that  the  River  Niks  decreafeth  alfo  at  a  certain 
day  ^  namely,  the  17th  of  their  September y  and 
the  24th  of  ours,  the  day  which  they  obferve  in 
remembrance  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy 
Crofs.  They  are  fo  fully  perfwaded  of  it,  that 
f  anyfliould  deny  it,  he  would  Ije  look'd  upon 
as  ridiculous. 
The  occafion  of  this  belief^  as  I  conceive,  is, 
Firft,  Becaufe  the  next  day  after  this  Feftival,^ 
ill  the  Banks  and  Stoppages  of  the  River,  on  this 
ide  the  Cairo^  which  were  before  kept  ftiut,  and 
guarded  by  armed  men,  that  fuch  as  need  the 
vater  for  their  grounds  might  not  open  the|j| 
ire  cut  and  removed^  and  the  water  let  into  tfnQ 
:ountry.  By  this  means  the  River  fpreads  a- 
)road  more  than  before,  and  its  water  returns 
b  not 


not  back,  which  makes  them  fay,  that  it  rifetli  ^ 
and  fwells  no  more. 

Secondly^  Becaufe  the  day  after  the  Holy 
Crofs^  they  do  not  take  notice  of  its  increafe  at 
the  Pillar  of  Mkias^  nor  publifh  it  about  the 
Town,  as  before ;  they  believe  therefore  that 
this  is  done,  becaufe  the  River  never  increafeth 
after. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  when  the  feafons /of  the 
year  in  Egyft  are  regular ,  the  winds  Maeftrds 
that  help  to  make  the  River  fwell,  ceafe  after 
the  l'^t\^o^ Se^tember^^znA  the  Southerly  winds  | 
rife,  driving  the  waters  out  of  the  Fields.  I 

Though  thefe  reafons  appear  ftrong  enough, 
to  prove  the  Opinion  of  the  Copies ,  o^e  cannot 
without  offending  them  fay,  that  the  River  may 
yet  increafe  after  that  day ,  becaufe  the  winds 
Maeftrds^  and  the  rains  of  Ethiofta  ,  may  fome 
years  continue  a  longer  time  than  ordinary,  and 
fo  the  River  may  increafe  a  little,  not  to  be  per-  ' 
ceived :  for  thefc  winds  have  blown  till  the 
Month  of  November.  In  the  year  1672.  at  the 
CditTL  of  Cairo  it  was  vifible,  that  the  water  was  ; 
rifen  three  fingers  higher  than  the  day  before,  in| 
the  night  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  BolyCrofs.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  this  increafe  was  not  real,  but 
only  caufed  by  fome  ftoppageat  the  paffage  of 
the  River,  or  at  one  of  the  Bridges  of  the  Chan- 1 
ncl  out  of  the  City :  For  my  part,  let  every  one 
believe  what  feems  moil  likely. 

From  hence  we  may  fee  how  much  fome  Tra- 
iHlers  have  been  miftaken,  when  they  have  en-| 
diavouredtoperfwadeus,  that  the  River 
n5ver  increafeth  above  40  days :  For  if  you  1 
reckon  the  beginning  of  its  increafe,  from  the 

17th' 
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1 7th  of  Tm  till  the  14th  of  Septemk  the  day  of 
Its  decreafe,  youfliall  find  that  it  increafeth  du- 
ring 100  days  at  leaft. 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  Teftimony  of  this, 
than  the  Cuftom  of  the  Coptics,  who  in  their  Ru 
brick  have  a  form  of  prayer  for  the  increafe  of 
the  River,  which  they  fay  from  the  12th  day  of 
Boom  or  Jum,  till  the  8th  of  Babe,  or  Oiloher 
which  is  in  all  120  days.  In  which  prayer  thev 
delirc,  that  God  would  caufe  the  River  to  rif^  to 
Its  necelFary  height,  to  w^ter  fufficiently  die 
Country,  as  uibulbaracat ,  a  famous  Author  a- 
mongfttheC^pf^Vj,  faith  in  his  work  czlhd  Mof. 
bahiddolme,  which  I  have  brought  from£/r«/. 
The  Copies  altogether  ignorant,  afcribe  this 
decreafe  to  a  Miracle.  They  obferve 
cheFeftival  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Holy  CraiL 
at  which  time  they  blefs  a  Crofsat  theCeleJP 
:ion  of  the  Mafs,  which  they  caft  into  MIhs,  and 
^agme  that  this  Crofs  ftopsthe  increafe  of  the 

Their  Patriarch  was  wont  to  perform  this  Ce- 
•emony  with  great  pomp  and  ftate;  but  becaufe 
ne  Mahumetans  fuffer  them  not  to  go  in  Proceffi- 
.n  about  the  Cities  publickly,  their  Priefts  ob- 
erve  this  Cuftom  every  one  in  his  own  ViU 


Jge. 

The  waters  of  this  River  have  feveral  Opera- 
ions.  I.  They  caufe  a  Loofenefs  to  the  new- 
omers,  if  they  drink  of  them  at  their  firft  arri> 
ai,  which  continues  about  eight  days.  2.  Thev 
lule  an  Itch  in  the  skin,  which  troubles  fuch  as 
"nkoUhem  when  the  River  increafes.  This 
ch  is  very  fmall ,  and  appears  firft  about  the 
rms,  next  upon  the  Stomach,  and  fpreads  all 
D  z  about 
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about  the  Body,  which  caufeth  a  grievous  pain. 
This  Itch  comes  not  only  upon  fuch  as  drink  ot 
the  River,  but  fuch  as  drink  of  the  waters  of  the 
Cifterns  filled  with  the  River  water.  It  lalts  a- 

bout  fix  Weeks.  .     ^  „       ^  ,     a  n 

3  About  the  Month  of  Jme^  July,  ^ugHjt^ 
zndSef  ember,  it  turns  into  a  f\^ret,  but  is  not  lo 
in  any  other  time  of  the  year.  ' 

4.  When  this  water  covers  the  Earth,  it  tats 
the  Land  with  the  flime  that  it  leaves  behind. 
Monfieur  Th.  h  miftaken  in  his  Travels  into  the 
Levant,  when  he  faith,  that  this  flime  makes  the 
ground  fo  fat,  that  if  they  did  not  mingle  Sand 
with  it,  the  ground  would  rot,  and  choak  what 
is  put  into  it  •,  and  that  in  Egypt  they  take  as  much 
pams  to  carry  Sand  into  the  ground,  as  we  do  to 
carrv  dung.  This  is  not  generally  fo-,  tor  they 
«er  ufeSand.but  for  Melons, Cucumbers,  and 
iOich  like  Fruits,  which  grow  only  m  fandy 
ground^  they  never  ufe  Sand  for  other  Fruits 
and  Grains.  .  , 

When  the  River  runs  over,  it  makes  a  great/ 
deftrudion  •,  it  carries  away  not  only  great  pie-i 
ces  of  the  Bank,  butdeltroys  fometimes  Towns: 
and  Villages  near  to  it.  This  may  eafily  be  per- 
ceived by  the  ruines  of  the  Houfes,  and  the  old 
Walls,  fcenallalongthefidesof  the  Rivef. 

Sometimes  it  alters  its  Channel,  lhave  readin 
the  Mekkin,  an  Jrabim  Hiftorian,  that  about  th« 
time  that  the  Arabians  coaqntx' d  Egypt,  the  wa 
ter  was  fo  high,  as  to  touch  the  Walls  ot  tm 
CafTr  Iffcemma,  a  part  of  the  old  Cairo  ;  and  W 
itfanilearthe  Church  of  ^..y  Moncnre,  ^jd 
is  in  that  of  the  Patriarchs,  mthe  Street  calle  i 
in  thattirae  Hdret  il  b,hr.  The  Street  of  the 
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ver  i  whereas  now  it  is  above  a  mile  off  from  this 
place. 

One  day  as  I  was  walking  out  of  the  old  Cai^ 
ro  in  the  Fields,  near  the  Church  of  S.  Michael^ 
thQ  Coptics  fhewed  me  a  Garden  near  adjoyning, 
which  was  about  lo  years  ago  upon  the  Banks  of 
the  River,  but  at  prefent  it  is  above  a  Musket 
fliot  off,  becaufe  the  River  hath  taken  as  much 
ground  on  the  other  fide,  as  it  hath  left  on 
this. 

Now  Jet  us  fee  whether  the  Kings  of  Ethiopia 
are  able  to  divert  the  courfe  of  the  River,  and 
caufe  all  the  Inhabitants  to  perifli  with  hunger,  as 
fome  imagine.  I  am  of  this  Opinion,  though  the 
Father  Telks  fuppofeth  and  alledgeth  many  diffi- 
culties in  his  Hiftory  of  Ethiopia.  Thefeare  the 
Reafons  that  oblige  me  to  believe  it  pofFible. 

J.  A  Letter  of  David ^  King  of  Ethiopia^  fir- 
named  Confianttne^  written  to  Ab:4feid  BaycHt^^ 
Kingof  £g)/pr,  intlieyearof  theMartyrs,  1 19  -4, 
I  have  a  Copy  of  it  written  in  Jrahick^^  in  which 
he  threatens  him  in  two  diftinft  places  of  his 
Letter,  to  turn  afide  the  River  Nilnsy  and  hiidcr 
it  from  entering  into  Egypt ^  to  caufe  all  the  In- 
habitants to  perilh  with  hunger,  if  he  continues 
to  vex  the  a>pf?>j,  whom  he  names  his  Brethren. 
He  faith  ,  that  he  hath  received  from  God  this 
priviledge,  which  he  had  not  dilcover'd  to  any 
of  his  Predecelfors. 

2.  Becaufe  the  Kings  of  Ethiopia  have  hin- 
dred  the  Current  of  iV^7//x,  and  turn'd  it  out  of 
E^^ypt,  in  the  days  of  Mftanfir,  one  of  the  Q- 
Wes  of  Egypt',  which  obliged  him  to  fend  the 
Patriarch  of  thQ  Coptics  mth  rich  Prelents  to  the 
King  qf  Ethiopia^  to  intreat  him  to  take  away 
P  5  the 


38      Cfte  f^^efent  ^tate 

the  Bank  which  he  had  raifed  to  turn  afidc  the 
River.  The  King  of  Eth'wpa  having  granted 
him  this  requeft  for  the  Patriarchs  fake,  the  Ri- 
ver increafed  in  one  night  three  Cubits /which 
was  fuf&cient  to  water  the  Fields  with  that  water 
that  was  there  before  as  we  may  fee  in  the  Hi- 
ftory  of  the  MafHlmans  of  George  le  Mel^in.  [ 

The  hi  ft  thing  that  Strangers  may  take  noticQ 
of  in  failing  upon  the  River,  is  the  great  number 
of  Iflands,  whereof  fome  be  very  great,  20  miles 
in  compafs :  They  proceed  firft  from  the  fhip-r 
wrack  of  Velfels  that  have  ftuck  in  the  mud. 
This  happens  frequently  through  the  unskilful- 
nefs  of  the  Mariners^  and  the  mud  of  the  River, 
the  flownefs  of  tlie  Current,  the  dirt  and  mire 
gathers  immediately  about  any  thing  that  ftops 
there*,  by  this  means thefe  places  increafe  into 
Iflands.  Almoft  every  day  new  Iflands  are  dif- 
c^rerable  :  And  becaufe  the  State  of  Egypt  ne- 
ver chang'^d  fince  the  Conqueft  of  Sultan  Seli?n^ 
and  that  thefe  Iflands  have  been  made  fince,  they 
are  not  recorded  in  the  Rolls  of  the  Divan  of 
that*time.  From  hence  it  is  that  they  pay  no- 
thing to  the  Grand  Seignior:,  but  belong  to  the 
Pachaj  who  lets  them  out  to  the  Cafdefs  of  the 
Province,  v/here  thefe  Iflands  are  fcituated,  or  to 
whom.hepleafeth. 

Several  Pillars  have  been  eredled  in  divers 
times  to  mcafure  the  rifing  of  the  River. 

The  firft  was  at  Menufy  or  Memphis^  built  by 
Jofeph  Jacohfon.  When  this  fell  to  mine,  a  rich 
Lady  of  the  Copties,  named  Delaca^  erefted  two 
others  j  one  at  hifncy  or  Thebe^  and  the  other  at 
Jchmin.  When  this  laft  decayed,  the  Grecki 
fcuiltone  at  Caffr  Ijfcemmay  whereof  the  Ruin^ 
fife  yet  to  be  feen,  as  fpme  fay.  Afte 
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Ater  that  Jmrn  ihn  il  j4jfhzd  conquered 
£ypt^  he  caufed  one  to  be  built  at  I^JJl^ie  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  This  remained  entire  till  the  days 
of  j4hd  il  az^iz.  ib?i  Mervmij  a  Caltffoi  Egyp^  who 
caufed  one  to  bebuik  at  Helv^n^  a  place  where 
he  delighted  to  dwell. 

Thelafl:  of  thefe  Pillars  ftands  in  the  Roude^ 
anlfland,  where  it  remains  to  this  very  day.  It 
was  erected  by  the  Command  of  Jz^amed  ihn  z.id 
ilNettuchi^  as  we  may  fee  in  the in  th€ 
Serrnry  and  other  Arabian  Hiftories. 


Of  the  PilUr  of  Mimas  5  and  in  vphat  nun^ 
ner  they  take  notice  of  the  Rivers  in- 
create. 

THE  Nameof  i^ifi^^j^inits  right  fignificati- 
on ,  is  nothing  but  a  place  where  fome- 
thingistobemeafured:  But  when  at  Cairo  Mi^ 
has  is  named,  they  underftand  only  the  Pillar 
which  is  in  the  Palace  of  the  Rondey  so  Uknd; 
which  ferves  to  obferve  the  increafe  of  Nihs. 
Thislfland  is  xmat^Roudey  or  Garden^  becaufe 
it  is  a  delightful  place,  and  full  of  many  pleafant 
Gardens.  It  ftands  over  againft  Grand  Cairo^^iom 
whence  it  is  diftant  about  a  Musket-iliot.  This 
Pillar  is  in  theFalaceof  the  Ifle  Ronde^^  and  to 
come  toit^one  muft'pafs  by  a  great  and  a  beautiful 
Mofijuee :  Therefore  it  is  a  difficult  matter  for  a 
Chriftianto  fee  it,becaufe  the  Mahumetans  do  not 
fufFerthemto  enter  into  their  Mofyaeesy  chiefly 
in  Egypt  y  for  they  believe  that  they  would  by 
their  entrance  defile  and  profane  them.  For  this 
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caufe  I  could  not  have  the  liberty  to  fee  it-,  there- 
fore I  cannot  give  any  other  defcription  than  that 
of  jimer  ihn  il  verdiy  and  of  Macnz^i^  famous  Hi- 
Itorians  of  the  jdrabiam- 

It  is,  as  they  fay,  of  white  Marble,  of  anO- 
Bogone  figure,  ftanding  in  a  Pond  of  water,  intd 
which  the  water  of  Nilm  enters  in  by  a  large 
Channel.  It  is  divided  upon  the  eight  Angles  in- 
to two  and  twenty  Cubits,  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom :  The  firft  is  divided  into  24  equal  parts, 
called  Fingers;  the  fecond  is  not  divided^  the 
third  is  divided  as  the  firft  ;  thus  alternatively, 
till  the  eleventh  Cubif.  'lie  firft  Cubit  of  the 
fecond  fide  is  not  dividedlPie  fecond  is  divided 
into  four  and  twenty  thumbs ,  the  third  is  not, 
thus,  till  the  eleventh,  which  with  the  others,  to 
the  bottom,  are  .divided  into  eighteen  fingers  or 
thumbs.  Ail  the  other  fides  are  divided  in  the  fame 
manner  *,  fo  that  all  the  Cubits  which  are  divided 
in  a  fide,anfwer  to  the  Cubits  which  are  not  divid- 
ed in  the  other  fide.  The  increafe  of  the  River  is 
difcerned  fromthe  toptothe  bottom.  The 
ties  fay  that  John  Mel^Pikes  j  a  famous  Man  of 
their  Nation,  and  a  Governour  of  Egyph  for  the 
Emperour  Herad'ms^  laid  the  Foundations  of  this 
Palace,  and  of  the  Church  which  is  near  a 
Mofquee* 

When  Chriftianity  flourifh'd  in  Egyft^  it  be- 
longM  to  one  of  their  Priefts  to  examine  the  in- 
creafe of  the  River  which  aftion  was  perform- 
ed three  hours  after  midnight,  and  after  Mafs. 
This  is  very  likely.  The  laft  Prieft  of  the  Copies 
that  mcalured  it,  was  named  Raddaty  who  conti- 
nued in  thgt  Office  by  making  himfelf  a  Mahume- 
tany  that  npuQ  but  his  Poftcrity  might  have  thij 
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Office.  Jhi  Raddaty  who  now  executes  this  Fun- 
ftion,  is  defcended  from  him,  and  is  a  Caddi  bv 
Profeffion.  ^ 
Though  the  Mahometans  are  Enemies  of  the 
Coptics,  thev  obferve  fome  Cuftomes  now  which 
were  then  kept,  when  tlieir  Priefts  did  meafure 
the  River  for  they  do  this  about  Even-fong^ 
that  is,  about  three  hours  in  the  afternoon.  They 
that  mufl:  examine  the  increafe  of  the  River, 
niuft  be  CadfSy  or  Judges,  an  Ecclefiaftical  Fun- 
(flion  amongft  the  Mahnmetans.  They  do  it  af- 
ter they  have  firfl:  purified  themfelves,  and  faid 
theirprayersof  the  Even,  as  the  Coptics  after 
Mafs. 

When  Jhn  Raddat  hath  taken  notice  of  the 
number  of  the  Fingers  that  fignifie  the  increafe 
of  the  River,  he  takes  three  times  the  water  in 
the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  flings  it  as  often  in- 
to the  air :  He  repeats  afterwards  the  Chapter  of 
Fathay  and  departs  with  the  news  of  therifingof 
the  water  to  the  P^c/?^. 

On  the  29th  of  Jmc^  the  Feftival  of  the  Apo- 
ftles  of  S.  Peter  and  S.  Faul,  they  begin  to  pubiifli 
abroad  this  increafe  through  the  City  of  Cairo 
the  manner  of  this  publication  is  fufficiently  de- 
fcrib'd  by  Monfieur  Thevemt.  This*  day  is  the 
26th  of  Baoniy  or  the  Jmeof  the  Coptics^  which 
is  the  Feftival  of  the  Angel  Gabriel  They  call 
this  day  in  their  Language,  Befciaret  innil  he 
Majfr  ^  or^  The  day  of  the  publication  of  the  Ki- 
^tl  Nilpts^t  Cairo. 

They  that  are  imployed  in  this  bufmefs,  ob- 
ferve a  particular  Cuftom :  They  never  declare 
exadtly  the  number  of  the  fingers  of  the  in- 
creafe, but  always  keep  back  fome,  till  the  time 
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comes  that  the  Calitz,  is  to  be  cut.  For  example, 
if  NHhs  be  increafed  ten  fingers  the  firfl:  day, 
they  will  declare  but  feven  or  eight  the  next 
day,  and  will  conceal  three  or  four:  if  in  ano- 
ther day  it  increafeth  twelve  fingers  ,  they  will 
difcover  but  eight  or  nine,  and  kce]^  back  three 
or  four.  Thus  they  continue  20  days ,  till  the 
time  conies  that  the  Bank  is  to  be  cut  that  hin- 
ders the  River  from  running  into  the  Channel  of 
Cairo then  they  reveal  fome  of  thofe  fingers 
which  they  conceaPd.  All  which  they  conftantly 
perform,  until  the  day  comes  that  they  cry  out 
O^f  Alia,  that  the  River  is  come  to  its  perfeft  in^ 
creafe  to  water  all  the  Fields  of  Egyft.  They  ob- 
ferve  this  method,  as  they  fay,  to  caufe  more  re- 
joycing  in  the  people,  by  difcoveringa  great  ma- 
ny fingers  at  once,  at  the  time  when  the  Bank  is 
cut.  This  makes  them  exped  a  year  of  Plenty. 


Of  the  mil  of  Argenus. 

Il^ve  taken  notice  of  one  particular  thing 
concerning  Ntlm^  worthy  of  the  knowledge 
of  o^^i-L^|ifed  Wits ,  which  never  any  Travel- 
ler of  J^^piathyet  given  any  account  of.  At 
Argennsyox:  Gerrms^  as  Ibmecall  it  corruptly,  a 
Village  near  Behmfe ,  a  Town  fcituate  in  the 
middle  of  Egypt j  there  is  a  Monaftery  of  Copties^ 
with  a  Church  dedicated  to  the  Blefled  Virgin, 
where  there  is  a  Well  whereof  the  waters  in- 
creafe  and  fwell  every  year,  that  fame  night  in 
which  the  Dew  falls,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  from 
thence  it  is  eafie  to  gather  how  many  Cubits  the 
River  will  rife  that  year  above  fixteen.  To  know 
this,  they  obferve  this  Cuftom*  The 
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The  Evening  before  the  Dew  falls,  the  Cadiy 
together  with  the  Elder  of  this  Town,  goes  to 
'  the  Church  with  a  little  Cord  of  Cotton,  having 
eight  knots  diftant  from  one  another  about  a 
thumb  \  aC  the  end  there  is  a  piece  of  Lead, 
which  they  let  down  into  the  Well  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  crowd  of  people.  As  foon  as  the 
Lead  touches  the  top  of  the  water,  they  tye  the 
ftring,  and  ftop  the  Well,  fealing  it  with  their 
Seal :  Afterwards  they  go  to  the  Church,  and 
continue  there  till  the  morning,  at  which  time 
they  examine  how  much  the  water  is  rifen  that 
night,  for  at  break  of  day  they  take  away  the 
Seal ,  they  open  the  Well ,  and  draw  up  the 
Cord.  Now  by  the  riling  of  the  water  in  the 
Well,  and  the  number  of  the  knots  that  are  wet, 
they  can  Prognofticate  how  many  Cubits  the  Ri-, 
ver  will  rife  that  year  above  fixteen.  They  reck- 
on a  Cubit  for  every  knot  that  is  v^t ;  For  exam- 
ple, if  there  be  four  knots  wet,  they  underftand 
that  the  River  will  rife  four  Cubits  that  year, 
that  is  in  all  twenty   fo  they  judge  of  the  reft. 

Neverthelefs,  I  know  not  whether  this  be  true, 
or  whether  it  be  but  a  Cheat,  as  the  late  holy 
Greeks  3tJerMfalemof  Eafier^Ewty  as  the  appear- 
ing of  the  Saints  at  Gemiam.  I  could  not  go  up- 
on the  place  to  obferve  this  paflage ,  yet  I  can 
fay,  that  all  the  Hiftorians  of  jirabta  Ipeakofit 
asmoft  true  \  as  we  may  fee  in  George  le  MkMn, 
which  is  in  the  Kings  Library. 


Of 


of  the  Fijhes  of  the  River  Nilus.' 

THe  chief  Fifhes  found  in  this  River,  which 
lam  acquainted  with,  here  follow. 
The  Fifh  called  Fariole  is  the  beft  ^  feme  are 
taken  weighing  three  hundred  pounds.*  next  is 
ihtBmi^  and  the  HohcL-^  the  latter  is  without 
Scales,  the  Fiefliis  of  no  good  tafte,  becaufe  it  is 
greafie  and  foft. 

Here  are  alfo  other  Fifhes,  called  Kefchue^  A- 
beide-f  Mtfcht-,  Taaban-mej  or  Eels,  Lebisj  Schilan^ 
the  Crocodile^  Kerfche^Tirfe,  Bun,  or  which 
they  pickle,  Kelbe  me^  or  the  Sea-dog.  The  Bnlti 
next  to  the  rmole  is  the  beft  Fi(h  of  Nilusj  it  hath 
Scales.  There  is  alfo  the  Ferefme-,  or  the  Sea- 
horfe,  the  Sehnga,  the  Focacay  or  the  Orbis  mart- 
ms^  which  turns  himfelf  round  when  he  fports 
in  the  water.  There  is  alfo  the  Keade^  or  the 
Cramp-fiflj.  AUtliefe  Fifh  are  not  fo  pleafing  to 
thetafteas  the  rmW^,orthe  Bnltij  becaufe  the  , 
ftefhisfoft,  which  proceeds  from  the  mud  of 
the  River. 


of  the  Crocodile. 

THE  Crocodile^  in  JrabkJ^  C2lkd  Tmfah^ 
is  the  moft  remarkable  and  moft  curious 
Animal  belonging  to  the  Ps^iver  NUhs.  I  have 
therefore  thought  that  it  defervM  a  particular 
Defcription  amongft  the  Fifhes  of  this  Current. 
That  it  might  be  the  more  punftual  and  exad,  I 
fhallfirft  repeat  what  Pliny  faith,  and  afterwards 
add  what  1  have  taken  notice  of.   This  Learned 
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Naturalill  tells  us  that  The  Crocodile  is  an  Animal 
mth  foHr  Legs  that  makes  a  grievous  deflruition 
both  in  the  Water and  out  upon  the  Land.    Of  aH  the 
CreatHres  that  live  ufon  the  Earthy  this  alone  is  with^ 
OHt  a  Tongue  J  and  this  alone  moves  the  uffer-jaw  in 
eating.    It  hath  tmranki  of  great  Teeth.^  andcom^ 
monly  it  is  longer  than  i8  Cubits.    It  froduceth  Eggs 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  Goofe^Eggy  that  it  fits  ufo?i 
them  out  of  the  Water ^  and  lays  them  at  the  place  un- 
to which  the  Water  is  to  rife  that  Tear^  when  it  is  at 
its  higheft  *,  as  tfit  had  a  knowledge  of  this  bef ore-hand. 
It  is  the  only  Creature  that  rifethfrom  fuch  a  fmall  be- 
ginning y  to  fuch  a  prodigious  bignefs.    It  is  Armed 
with  Claws  to  defend  it  felf.    Its  Skin  on  the  Bacl^  is 
fo  extraordinary  hard  that  no  Weapon^  never  fo parpy 
is  able  to  enter  it.    In  the  Day-time  it  lies  upon  the 
Ground  J  and  Jpends  the  Nights  in  the  Waters.  When 
its  Belly  is  veryfull^  it  Jleeps  upon  the  Bank^with  its 
Mouth  open    then  there  comes  a  little  Bird^  named 
Trochilos,     eat  the  remains  of  the  devour e^d  Trey 
which  flicks  between  the  Teeth :  with  this  Food  it  nou- 
rifhes  it  felf^  and  by  the  picking  of  the  Teeth  it  gives 
the  Crocodile  a  pleafurcy  which  caufeth  him  to  fall 
ajleep  in  this  pofiure.    At  that  time  the  Ichneumon 
takes  notice  of  the  Crocodile  at  a  difiance^  and 
when  it  fees  its  time  it  enters  into  the  others  Mouthy 
flides  down  the  Throat  into  the  Belly ^  and  gnaws  the 
Entrails  o  with  this  the  Crocodile  dies.    In  the  Ri- 
ver Nilus  are  alfoy  as  he  laith.  Dolphins  which 
have  a  very  fharp  Backjt  V^i^h  whii:h  they  kill  the  Cro- 
diles  that  pur fue  them  continually.   For  that  furpofe 
thefe  Dolphins  feem  to  be  afraid  of  the ,  ravenous 
Beafiywhich  caufeth  them  to  hide  themf elves  in  the  Wa- 
ters under  the  Crocodiles     thcn^  with  their  fmrp 
backs y  they  rip  open  the  others  bcHy.     This  Creature^ 
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faith  he,  is  very  bold  and  daring  to  them  that  rm 
from  it  J  bnt  timer  ohs  and  fear  fid  if  it  he  pHrfnedi 
It  is  very  weakzfghted  in  the  Water ^  hut  out  of  the 
Water  it  is  quick:^  In  the  Winter  it  jpendsfour  Months 
in  fome  Cave^  without  eating.  It  lives  long^andgroXQS 
continually  till  it  dies. 

This  is  the  account  that  TUny  gives  of  the  Cro- 
codile*  We  will  a  little  examine  what  he  faith> 
and  to  that  we  lhail  add  our  own  obfervations. 

It  is  true  that  the  Crocodile is^vqty  dreadful^ 
Creature  in  Egypt^  becaufc  of  the  great  deftrufti-' 
ons  that  it  makes  in  the  Water,  and  out  ^  for  it 
devours  not  only  all  the  Filh  that  it  can  catch  in 
the  River,  but  klfo  the  Camels^  theHorfes,  the 
Sheep,  the  wild  Beeves,  the  Dogs,  and  little 
Children.  In  fliort,  all  that  it  can  catch  upon 
the  Land,  it  draws  into  the  River,  and  eats 
it. 

Concerning  its  length,  which  Pliny  faith  is 
commonly  above  i8  Cubits,  I  muft:  needs  con^ 
fefs  that  I  know  not  how  many  Inches  are  his  Cu^ 
bits-,  for,  many  Hunters  of  Crocodiles  haveaf- 
fured  me  that  it  grows  never  above  a  Cubit  in 
length  in  a  Year  ^  and  when  it  comes  to  twelve 
years  old  it  grows  no  more :  fo  that,  according ' 
to  this  account,  the  longeft  Crocodile  is  not  above 
12  Cubits  in  length.  If  this  be  true,  the  Arabian 
Author,  whom  Ibn  Beitar  mentions  in  his  Book 
of  Animals  and  Plants,  is  miftaken,  when  he 
Jfaith,  that  there -are  fome  Crocodiles  that  have 
their  Tails  6  Cubits  long,  their  Head  two,  and 
the  reft  of  their  Body  8* 

The  Eggs  that  he  lays,  which  are  fometimes 
in  Number  bo,  never  loo,  as  a  certain  Traveller 
affirms,  are  as  big  as  the  Eggs  of  Auftriches, 
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three-times  bigger  than  Geefe-Eggs.  As  foon 
as  they  are  out  of  its  Body,  it  carries  them  into 
lomelflandof  iVi7w,and  puts  them  into  a  hole 
made  with  its  fore-feet,  it  covers  them  with 
Sand,  and  fmoothsthe  place  where  they  lye  that 
no  Perfon  might  difcover  them.  In  this  conditi- 
on It  leaves  them,  till  by  a  natural  Inftinft  it 
knows  that  the  young  are  formed.  It  goes  then 
and  opens  the  hole  and  breaks  thefliell  with  its 
Mufle  for  the  young  to  creep  out.  As  foon  as 
they  are  m  the  Air,  they  runftrait  to  the  River. 
Andbecaufefomeof  thefe  Eggs  are  rotten,  it  is 
trom  this  corruption  that  a  certain  i»  W,name- 
ed  by  the  Arabs,  Varal,  is  ingendred.  We  lhall 
Ipeak  ofthis  Serpent  in  the  fequelof  our  Di- 
Icourfe. 

That  which  faith  of  the  Trochilos  re- 
quires a  further  inquiry  i  for  one  might  ask  an 
hundred  years  m  %pf ,  what  this  Bird  is,  and  vet 
none  is  able  to  give  an  account.  Beitar  faith 
this  of  It,  when  the  Crocodile  is  full  with  the  de 
youred  Prey,  he  goes  out  of  the  Water  to  fleep 
m  the  Sun-,  and  becaufe  its  Teeth  areTull  of 
flime  and  filth,  in  which  the  Worms  are  ingen- 
dredj  a  certain  Bird,  as  little  as  a  Trn^w,  en- 
ters between  his  Jaws,  eats  up  the  flime,  and  the 
Worm?,  if  there  be  any.;  and  when  the  Croco, 
dtle  feels  that  all  is  clean,  he  fliuts  his  Mouth  to 
eafcthe  Bird  alfo.  But  Nature  hath  provided  an 
e:!5)edient  to  fecure  it^  there  are  two  lharp  * 
pricksonthetopof  the  Birds  Head,  whichwhen 
the  CW,/,  feels,  he  opens  his  Jaws  again  for 
theBirdtoelcapeout. 

I  inquired  from  feveral  Moors,  whether  they 
toew  any  Bird  thathad  any  pricks  on  the  Head  ? 

They 
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They  anfwered,  they  knew  none.  They  told  me, 
that  there  is  in  E^ypt  the  Saksak,  a  Bird  that  keeps 
the  Crocodile  always  company,  which  I  have  feen 
very  often,  and  which  lives  upon  the  filth  that 
fticks  about,  and  between,  the  Cre^co^i/e's  Teeth. 
Whether  therefore  the  Saksak^  of  the  Moorsj 
and  the  Bird  mentioned  by  Beitarj  be  the  Tr<?- 
chilos  of  Pliny ^  I  leave  to  the  Reader  to  judge. 

Concernining  the  Ichneumon^  named  by  the 
jirabians,  Nims^  by  the  Italians^  Sorca  di  faraone^ 
and  by  the  French^men^  Rat  d"  E^ypte.  It  is  very 
true  that  it  creeps  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Croco- 
dile, enters  into  its  Belly,  which  it  gnaws  to  the 
very  Entrails-,  the  like  happens  to  the  Camels^ 
and  wild  Beeves,  and  other  Animals,  when  they 
fleep  in  the  Fields. 

That  which  Pliny  fpeaks  concerning  the  Dol- 
phins is  not  likely,  foj:  there  be  none  in  the  River; 
But  it  may  be  it  is  the  Tirfe.,  which  is  the  only 
Fi(h  that  affaults  the  Crocodile.  This  Tirfe  is  as 
round  as  a  Buckler  which  eats  the  young  Croco- 
diles when  it  can  meet  them. 

That  the  Crocodiles  can  live  a  long  while  with^ 
out  eating,  Pliny  faith,  is  a  truth  which  1  have 
feen  by  experience  by  two  that  I  have  kept  alive 
along  while.  I  had  one  in  my  Clofet  about  a 
Foot  long,  and  another  fix  in  my  Cellar.  I  cau- 
fed  the  latter  to  be  tied  with  a  great  Cord  about 
the  Jaws,  that  it  might  not  offend  fuch  as  cam||o 
•  fee  it.  They  lived  both  about  a  Month  withWlit 
eating.  The  Moors  told  me  that  they  could  fub- 
fift  forty  days  without  any  nourifiiment. 

They  have,  in  all,  three-fcore  and  twelve  great 
Teeth,  very  lharp-,  fix  and  thirty  in  the  upper- 
jaw,  and  as  many  in  the  lower :  So  that  Ibn  Beitar 


that  they  have  threefcorein  the  upper-jaw,  and 
forty  in  the  lower  and  that  between  every  two 
fhatp  and  great  Teeth,  there  is  one  fquareand 
little  one  ^  for  I  have  feen  many  alive  and  dead, 
but  have  never  found  this  difference  in  the  Teeth, 
but  rather  I  have  always  found  them  to  be  fharp 
and  uniform. 

Its  four  Paws  are  furnifhed  with  great  Hooks 
or  Claws,  very  (harp  •  the  two  Fore^feet  having 
five  diftina,  feparatedthe  one  from  the  other ; 
the  two  hinder  but  four^  which  are  all  joined  to- 
gether  by  a  very  thin  skin,  as  are  the  Feet  of  all 
Sea-fowl,  as  Geefe  and  Ducks. 

The  Arabian  Authors  fay,  That  it  caftsout  its 
Excrements  by  the  Throaty  becaufe  it  hath  no 
hole  under  the  Tail,  and  its  Stones  have  the  fmell 
of  Musk  \  but  as  I  have  had  no  experience  neither 
of  one  nor  t'other,  I  refer  my  felf  to  their  Re- 
lation. 

Becaufe  the  Cm<?^/7^  cannot  well  turn  it  felf  up- 
on the  Belly  when  it  lies  upon  the  Back,  and  that 
It  is  needful  that  the  Female  be  in  that  pofture 
ivhen  the  Male  covers  her.  The  Male  takes  care 
^hen  he  hath  laid  her  upon  her  Back  and  perform* 
^d  his  duty,  to  turn  her  again  upon  her  Belly,  for 
"ear  of  the  Hunters. 

^  I  have  alfo  taken  notice,  that  from  the  City 
:^/>^?,  towards  the  upper  Egyft^  there  are  many 
Trocodiles  to  be  found,  where  they  do  much  miC^ 


re  very  few,  and  they  fay,  that  they  be  not  dan- 
jerous. 

The  Moors  give  two  Reafons  of  this   they  fay,- 


hief  •,  but  from  thence  towards 


E 
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Tbjt  one  of  their  Saints,  named  Sidi  Ihtahim  il 
Ziighi^  or  The  Lord  Abraham  of  Zug^  hatii  con- 
jiirM  them  to  hinder  them  from  palling  beyond 
the  City  Cdroj  and  bound  them  to  hurt  no  body. 
The  other  Reafon  is,  as  they  fay,  becaufe  under 
the  Pillar  of  MihiM  there  is  a  Tdifman  th^,t  kills 
them  as  foon  as  they  draw  near. 

J3ut  it  is  moft  certain  that  there  are  fome  on 
this  fide  the  Cairo  to  be  feen,  though  notfo  fre- 
quently as  on  the  other.  This  proceeds,  as  they 
lay,  from  the  Tdifman  that  is  turn'd  up-fiAe 
down  in  this  Pillar,  and  therefore  lofeth  its  great- 
eft  ver:iue-,  therefore  they  can  pafs  beyond  it,, 
fwimming  upon  their  Backs. 


An  exaEt  Account  of  all  the  Pacha's  f^ii? 
have  Govern  d  Egypt  ftnce  Sultan  Selim, 
who  took  it  from  the  Mammeluc  Circafli- 
zm^  till  the  year  1673. 

f  Think  that  this  general  Defcription  of  Egypt 
Jl  would  be  imperfeft,  did  i  not  add  a  Lift  of 
all  the  Pacha's^  ox:  Turhi^i  Rulers,  that  have  Go-^ 
vernM  Egyp  till  this  prefent  time^  fmce  Sultati 
Selim  gainM  it  with  his  Sword  frpm  the  Circajfu 
am.  1  have  taken  it  from  a-A Hiftoriatf 
of  good  credit,  named  ^7  S^rr.^rV  1  have  brought' 
his  Book  from  ffjpf.  -  r  e 

The  firft  Pacha  thn  Sdtan  Selim  madehimfelf> 
before  his  departure  out  of  Egyft,  was  nam^d 
Cheirbek:  He  Governed  five  Years,  two  Months/ 
and  one  and  twenty  Days. 

Thefecond  yNas  ^MnJlapha,  who  entred  into 
his  Office  in  the  Year  of  theHegeira,  928,  and 

conti- 
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continued  init  nij^e  Months,  and  fifteen  Days. 

The  third  was  Ahmedy  who  GovernM^g/p^  a- 
bout  one  Year. 

The  fourth  \vas  Cafemj  who  was  made  P^r^^ 
in  the  Year  9  n  >  ^^nd  calhierM  in  the  following 
Year.  He  Ruled  three  Months,  and  four  and 
twenty  days  only. 

The  fifth  was  Ibrahim^  wh'oentred  into  the  Go-, 
vernment  in  the  Year  932,  and  continued  in  it 
two  Months,  and  twenty- four  Days. 

The  fixth  was  SoUmanj  who  was  m2dQ  Pacha  in 
the  Year  93  2,  and  removed  in  the  Year  941. 
He  Gomnianded  nine  Years,  eleven  Months,  and 
feven  Days.  ^ 

The  feventh  was  Cofrofy  who  began  to  Com- 
mand, as  Pacha^  in  the  Year  94 1 ,  and  Ruled  one 
Year,  ten  Months,  and  feven  Days. 

The  eighth  was  Soliman^  who  was  made  Pacha 
the  fecond  time,  after  his  return  from  Arahiay  in 
the -Year  945,  He  GoveruM  afterwards  one 
Year  J  live  Months,  and  one  and  twenty  Days. 

The  ninth  wasD^^W^  who  was  made  Pacha  in 
the  Year  94?'>  and  cafliierM  in  the  Year  946. 
He  Rul'd  eleven  Years,  ten  Months,  and  feven 
and  twenty  Days. 

The  tenth  was  Ally  who  was  made  Pacha  in  the 
Year  956,  and  difchargM  in  the  Year  961.  He 
RuPd  fpur  Years,  five  Months,  and  twenty 
Days. 

The  eleventh^  was  Mohammedy  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  Year  961,  and  calhierM  in  the 
Year  963. 

The  twelfth  was  Ifcander^  who  was  made  Pa^ 
eha  in  the  Year  963.  He  Ruled  three  Years,  three 
Months,  and  ten  Days. 
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The  thirteenth  was  who  was  made  Pacha 
in  the  Year  966,  and  cafliier'd  in  the  Year  967. 
He  GovernM  one  Year,  four  Months,  and  feven 
Days. 

The  fourteenth  }nzs  Mnjlaphay  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  Year  967,  and  difcharg'd  in  the  Year 
97 1.  He  Governed  three  Years,  three  Months, 
and  four  and  twenty  Days. 

The  fifteenth  was  ^li  il  Sophiy  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  Year  971,  and  Govern'd  two  Years, 
and  three  Months- 

The  fifteenth  was  Mahm^d^  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  Year  973.  He  Govern'd  one  Year, 
fevcn  Months,  and  four  and  twenty  Days. 

The  feventeenth  was  Sinan^  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  Year  975,  and  cafhier'd  in  the  Year 
following.  He  Rul'd  nine  Months,  and  a  little 
more.    He  Conquered  the  Country  of  Yemen, 

The  eighteenth  was  Cirhes  Alexander ^  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  Y^ar  976^  and  RuFd  two 
years,  fix  Months^  and  feven  days* 

The  nineteenth  was  Sinan^  who  was  made 
P/icfc^  the  fecond  time,  after  his  return  from  the 
Country  of  Temen^  in  the  Year  979,  and  diC 
charg  d  in  the  Year  980.  He  Govern'd  one  Year, 
and  ten  Months. 

The  twentieth  was  Hnjfeiny  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  Year  98 1.  He  GovernM  one  Year^ 
and  three  Months. 

The  one  and  twentieth  was  Mejfieh^  or  Mejfie, 
who  was  made  Pacha  in  the  year  982.  andca- 
(hierM  in  the  year  988.  He  Govern'd  five  years, 
feven  months,  and  fifteen  days. 

The  two  and  twentieth  was who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  988>  and  difcharg'd  ia 
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the  year  99 1.  He  RuPd  two  years,  ten  months, 
and  one  day. 

The  three  and  twentieth  was  Jhrahimy  who  was 
made  Pacha  m  the  year  99 1,  and  difcharp'd  in 
the  year  following.  He  KuVd  one  year,  and  live 
months.  ^     '  ^ 

The  four  and  twentieth  was  Sir^an^  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  992,  and  Govern^  one 
year,  leven  months,  and  twenty  days.  ^ 

The  five  and  twentieth  was  ^vky  who  was 
made  Pacha  m  the  year  994.  and  died  fuddenlv 
mtheyear  999.  He  Rul'd  five  years,  five  months' 
and  ten  days. 

The  fix  and  twentieth  was  Jlhmed^  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  999,  and  cafhier'd  in 
the  year  100  3.  He  RulM  four  years,  and  three 
days. 

The  feven  and  twentieth  was  Card,  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  100  3,  and  difcharg'd  in 
the  following  year.  He  Governed  one  year,  and 
eight  days.. 

The  eight  and  twentieth  was  ^^Wwf^,  ^.^^ 
was  made  P^cfc^  in  the  year  1004,  and  cafhier'd 
in  the  year  1006.  He  Govern^  two  years,  one 
month,  and  twenty  days. 

The  nine  and  twentieth  was  Chidr,  who  was 
made  P^c/;^  in  the  year  ioo5.  He  Governed  three 
i^ears,  and  twelve  days. 

^  The  thirtieth  was  ^li  il  Sekhtdr,  or  Jlli  the 
Sword-bearer  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  who  was 
nade  Pacha  in  the  year  10 10,  and  cafhierM  in 
he  year  1 012.  He  Rul'd  two  years,  and  two 
nonths. 

The  one  and  thirtieth  w^s  Ibrahim^  who  was 
aade  Pacha  in  the  year  10 12,  and  murder'd  the 
E  I  next 
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next  year  at  Cairo.    He  GovernM  four  months, 
andfevea  days  only. 

The  two  and  thirtieth  was  Adohammed  il  G urgi  \ 
he  was  made  P^c^?^  in  the  year  loi  andcaibier'd 
in  the  year  following.  He  Rul'd  fcvcn  months, 
a.ad  twelve  days  only. 

The  three  and  thirtieth  was  Hnjfehi,  who  be- 
ing JWi?^  of  the  Country  of  Tcmer/y  was  taken 
from  thence  and  miadc  Pacha  of  Cairo  in  the  year 
10  [4,  and  put  out  in  the  year  1016.   He  RuFd 
'  one  year,  and  eleven  days. 

The  four  and  thirtieth  was  Adolmmmed^  who 
was  nicidc  Pacha  in  the  year  1016,  and  cafliierM 
in  the  year  1020.  He  Rul'd  four  years,  four 
Months,  and  twelve  days. 

The  five  and  thirtieth  was  A^ohammedil  Sophi^ 
vs' ho  was  made  in  the  year  1020,  and  dif- 
chargM  in  the.year  1024.  He  Governed  four 
years  and  fix  days. 

.  The  fix  and  thirtieth  was  who  had  been 

r^ff^r^W,  or  Treafarer,  of  Exyp^\  he  was  made 
Facba  in  the  year  1024,  and  difcharg'd  in  the 
year  1027.  He  Governed  two  years,  ten  months, 
and  twelve  days. 

The  feven  and  thirtieth  was  Muftaphay  who 
was  madeP^c^^in  the  year  1027,  and  cafliier'd 
inthefam.e  year.  He  Governed  eight  months, 
and  nine  days  only. 

The  eight  and  thirtieth  was  Giafer^  who  was 
made  P/!c/^^intheyear  1 028,  andcafcier'd  in  the 
lame  year.  He  RuFd  five  months,  and  fourteen| 
days  only. 

The  nine  and  thirtieth  was  Mnflapha,  who  was 
made  P^c^^  in  the^year  1028,  and  calhierMthei 
next  year.  He  Rui'd  eleven  months,  and  twen- 
ty days.  Ihe 
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The  fortieth  was  Hufemy  who  was  madeiP^:- 
cha  in  the  year  1029,  and  difcharg'd  in  the  year 
103 1.  He  RuPdone  year  fix  months,  and  two 
and  twenty  days. 

The  one  and  fortieth  was  Mohammed,  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  103 1,  and  cafliierd  the 
fame  year.  He  Govern'd  only  a  month  and 
a  half. 

The  two  and  fortieth  was  Ibrahhn,  v/ho  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  103  i,  and  put  out  of  his 
Office  in  the  year  1032.  He  Rord  only  one 
year. 

The  three  and  fortieth  was  Mufiapka,  vv^ho  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  1032,  and  cafhierM  in  the 
fame  year.  N.  B,  The  Mamifcript  is  here  ambi^ 
guous. 

The  four  and  fortieth  was  Belram^  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  10^5,  and  difcharg'd  in 
the  year  1038.  He  Rurd  two years>foor  months, 
and  twenty  days. 

The  five  and  fortieth  was  Mohammed y  who  ^viras 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  io38>  and  cafliier'dili 
the  year  1040.  He  RuFd  two  years,  and  one 
day. 

The  fix  and  fortieth  was  Mnfe^  orMoyJ},  who 
was  made  Pacha  in  the  year  1040^  and  cafh'icr'd 
the  fame  year,  by  the  Souldiery  of  Cairo,  when  he 
had  GovernM  the  Country  fix  months,  and  eight 
days  only. 

The  feven  and  fortieth  was  Chalil^  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  ig^i^  and  difcharg'd  the 
next  year.  He  RulM  off  year,  fix  months,  and 
two  days. 

The  eight  and  fortieth  was  ^fe;;^^^,  who  be- 
ing £w/r  jichoHr^  or  Great  Mailer  of  the  Grand 
£4  Seigni- 
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Seignior's  Houfe,  was  made  Pacha  in  the  year 
1042'^  andcaftiier'din  theyear  J045.  HeRulM 
<:hfeeyears^  fixmopths,  and  three  days. 

The  nine  and  fortieth  was  Hujfein^  who  was 
made  Vacha  in  the  year  1045,  ^^^^  ca(hierM  in 
the  year  1047.  He  RiU'd  one  year,  and  eleven 
months. 

The  fiftieth  was  Mohammed^  who  was  made 
facha  in  the  year  1047,  ^nd  diicharg'd  in  the  I 
year  1050.   He  Rul'd  two  years,  nine  months, 
and  four  days. 

The  one  and  fiftieth  v/as  Mujlafha^  who  had 
been  chief  Gardiner  of  theGrand  Seignipr,he  was 
made  Tacha  in  the  year  1050,  and  cafhierM  ia 
(he  year  1052.  He  Governed  almofttWQ  years. 

The  two  and  fiftieth  was  Maksndj  who  was 
piade  Pi^cha  in  the  year  1052,  and  put  out  the 
next  year.  He  RulM  one  year,  fix  months,  and 
eight  days, 

The  three  and  fiftieth  was  Eimbj  who  wa$ 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  ^054,  and  cafhier'd  in  the 
year  1056. 

The  four  and  fiftieth  was  Mghammcdy  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  1056,  and  difcharg'd  in 
the  year  1058.  He  Governed  two  years,  five 
months,  and  feven  and  twenty  days. 

The  five  and  fiftieth  was  Mnjlapha^  who  was 
piade  P^/;^  in  the  year  1057.  In  the  fame  year 
the  former  Mohammed  was  reftor'd. 

The  fix  and  fiftieth  was  ^few^^,  who  was  made 
facha  in  the  year  1059,  and  calhier'd  in  the  year 
|o6i.   He  Governed  fiil  two  years. 

The  feven  and  fiftieth  was  Abdilrahman^  who 
was  made  Pacha  in  the  year  \q6i ^  and  cafliierM 
the  nextyeay, 
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The  eight  and  fiftieth  was  JWohamntedy  who  was 
made  P^cha  in  the  year  1062.  He  Govern'd  £- 
gyft  three  years,  and  nine  months. 

This  is  the  laft  Facha  mentioned  in  the  Serrur. 
Thefe  that  follow,  \  have  taken  them  out  of  the 
Memoires  of  a  learned  Perfon  Cairo. 

The  nine  and  fiftieth  was  Mufiapba^  who  was 
made  P^fc^  in  the  year  io6t5.  He  RuPd  one  year, 
and  fix  months. 

The  fixtieth  was  Gazi,  who  was  made  Pacha 
In  the  year  1067.  He  Governed  three  years. 

Thefixty  UrD:  was  Maftapha^  who  was  made 
Pacha  in  the  year  1070.  He  Rul'd  one  year. 

The  fixty  fecond  was  Ibrahim,  who  was  made 
in  the  year  1071,  and  continued  in  his  Of- 
fice three  years. 

The  fixty  third  was  Omar^  who  was  made 
Paeha  in  the  year  1074.  He  Governed  E^ypt 
two  years. 

In  the  time  of  this  Pacha  I  was  in  E^ypt  in  mr 
firft  Voyage  to  Cairo^  in  the  year  1664. 

The  fixty  fourth  was  Ibrahim ,  who  was 
made  Pacha  in  the  year  107  7.  He  Ru I'd  one  year, 
and  four  months. 

The  fixty  fifth  was  j4li,  -who  died  at  Cairo 
in  the  year  ip79,  after  that  he  had  GovernM,  as 
Pacha^  one  year. 

The  fixty  fixth  mzs  Ibrahim^  whoarrivMat 
Cairo  inthc  year  108 and  was calhier'd  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1673,  when  I  was  in  jE/ypuhe 
fecond  time.  If  any  will  fee  a  large  Account  of 
their  Adions,  let  them  read  the  jirabian  Hifto- 
rian,  named  before,  which  is  very  exad. 


Of 
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of  the  Sangiac-Beys  of  Egypt. 

IN  Eiyptj  as  well  as  in  other  Countries  fubjed 
to  the  Grand  Seignior,  there  are  fever al  ■ 
SanfjaC'Beysy  who  be  Governors  of  great  Pro- 
vinces. 

They  are  fo  called  in  the  T 'irkijh  Tongue  frorii''*^^ 
two  v\^0irds,  Sa?7gi,Wy  which  fignifies  an  Enfign,^ 
and  ^t-)',  a  Prince-,  becaufe  when  the  Grand  F/-  ' 
z.ierj  or  the  Pacha^  makes  them,  he  delivers  into 
their  hands  an  Enfign,  as  a  mark  of  their  Dig- 
nity. 

They  that  may  pretend  to  this. Dignity  are 

the  yJf^ascfthe  Bonlonksy  the  Chieftai?is  of  the  feveu 
Orders  of  the  Adilitia  of  CairojZnd  the  Metferracas. 

The  greateft  i)art  of  thefe  Lords  are  Meltefi- 
7ntnsy  or  Farmers  of  the  Provinces  that  they  h^old 
from  the  Divan^2.t  the  rates  mentioned  in  the 
Rolls :  heretofore  feme  Beys  have  Farmed  four- 
fcore  Villages,  or  Towns.  They  Lett  thefe  Vil- 
lages to  under  Farmers,  and  the  ufual  Rent  of 
every  Town,  is  known  to  every  one,  chiefly  to  ; 
t\ic  Mehafcierlm^  or  Scrivners  ofthe 

About  twenty  yeayrs  ago  this  honour  was  pur- 
chasM  with  tlieexpence  of  twenty  Purfes,  or  thir- 
ty: This  vy/as  called  Ckidmet  il  Sanpakle.  And 
as  foon  as  any  Pcrfon  was  made  i^^y^the  Divan  did 
allow  him  half  a  Purfe  every  Month,  as  his  Sal- 
lary  and  when  he  travelPd  to  any  Place,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  at  his  return  to 
Cdro  Vat  Divan  did  give  him  half  a  Purfe  more 
for  his  Reward.  In  that  timethefe  .5^^  were  in 
great  Credit,  and  Fewer  ;  for  when  they  de- 
clared their  opinion  in  the  Divan^  the  Pacha\ 
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were  afraid  to  contradid  them.  Tliey  did  fomc- 
times  depofe  them,  when  they  did  not  amend 
their  manners  after  a  reproof.  Tliey  were  wont 
to  be  fix  and  thirty  in  Number. 

But  now  they  are  a  great  deal  lefs,  and  are  re- 
duced to  that  condition,  that  they  are  not  much 
efteem'd.  This  Honour  now  cofts  thein  fifteen 
Purfes,  and  their  Allowance  given  to  them  by 
the  is  one  thoufand;  Afpcrs  every  day  , 

80  Afpers  is  4^.  6W. 

Their  Office  is,to  Conduft  the  i/^^;/^,  or  Trea-» 
fure^  of  the  Grand  Seignior  to  Ccnflantinofle^  or 
to  Command  the  Caravan  that  travels  towards 
Mecha  '-j  and  to  go  to  War,  when  required.  Four 
of  them  are  to  watch  always  round  about  Cdirey 
with  a  Com.pany  of  Janifiaries.  The  firfl:  keeps 
Guard  at  Adelm^  where  the  way  leads  to  Sues  ^ 
the  fecond  at  Caraffa\  another  at  the  fecofid 
Bridge  of  the  CaUtz.-^  near  its  Mouth ;  another 
watches  at  the  old  Cairo^  to  prevent  Tumults  and 
Murders. 

In  the  Year  1672,  when  I  was  at  Calro^  there 
were  fixteen  Beys-,  here  be  their  Names. 

SulfucaryN^i^Beyo^  Girge-,  but  he  was  cafhierM 
in  the  Month  of  Seftenihcrm  this  Year.  Jez^bec 
was  made  Bey  of  Gtrge  in  his  ftead.  Mehammed 
Ahu  Sciavdrebj  or  Mahomet  with  the  great  Whisk- 
ers. Mohammed  AburGHT a.  Gaz^em^Bey  ot  Ss4es. 
Jitjefh  of  Conftardinofle^  who  Vfd.S'^Emir-hagyOx: 
Commander  of  the  C^r^'Z/^;^  to  Mecha.  ^nfefh 
of  Cairo.  Delayer,  who  carried  the  Grand  Seig^ 
nior's  Treafure  to  Confiantino^le.  Afohammed  ii 
ghindi^  who  had  Rented  Bebe.  All,  Omar,  Huf- 
[ein  of  Conflantinofle.  Canz^Of  who  was  Serdnr, 
or  Colonel.  T orna  M^^fiapha,  thG  Cafciefof  De. 

kahlte. 


k^hlle.    Eivazy  who  had  been  Treafurer  of 
£ypt.    jibdolUj  who  was  Treafurer  tWs  Year 
1672,  of  all  Egyfu 


Of  the  Trees  ^  fUnts^  and  Birds  of  Bgy ft. 

I Shall  now  fpeak  fomething  of  the  rareft: 
Trees,  Plants,  and  Birds  of  Egypt^  which 
are  come  to  my  knowledge  ^  for  this  belongs  to 
the  General  Defcription  of  this  Country :  Ilhall 
afterwards  return  to  my  Journal. 


Of  the  Trees. 

IN  Egypt  are  to  be  found  feveral  Trees  very 
rare,  which  are  not  in  Europe,  Lehac^  is  one 
which,  as  the  C^?/>fif J  Stories  relate,  worfhippcd 
our  Saviour  Chrifl;  when  he  came  firft  to  Ifchewn- 
neitiy  a  City  fcituate  in  the  middle  Egypt  near  Me- 
lavey  towards  the  North.  This  Tree  is  now  very 
rare for  I  have  not  feen  any  in  all  my  Travels. 

The  HiUlgie  is  a  great  Tree  full  of  prickles. 
I  have  feen  one  in  the  Monaftery  of  Abuhemis^ 
fcituate  in  the  middle  Egyfty  almoft  over  againfl: 
Melave.  I  was  told  that  it  bears  a  Fruit  like  to 
yellow  Dafes.  The  Sycamore^  named  by  the  ^- 
rabiarts^  Gomeiz.ey  is  one  of  the  ordinary  fort  of 
Trees-,  as  alfo  the  Fig-treey  which  is  of  four 
forts,  i .  The  common  Fig^ree  2.  The  Fig-tree 
ofFinmy  i.Oi Europe-^  ^,  Avodlis-  TheP^/w- 
tree^  in  Arab>  Temer,  is  one  of  the  moft  vulgar 
Trees-,  it  bears  above  fifty  differing  forts  of 
Fruits.    There  is  alfo  the  Nebeca^  a  kind  of 
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Gftm-tree.  Zmu^  v^hich  is  c^lkd  jicacU^  The 
Maftickjf  1  have  feen  too  in  the  Monaftery  of  St. 
Anthony.  Carobis^  Jtlest  2X[ATamrhennes.  There 
is  alfo  a  Tree  called  SmWx,  a  wild  kind  of  ^^4. 
cia.  The  Cinamon^tree^  named  in  Arab.  Cheiiar 
Scembar.  The  Pontgranate^  Orange-tree^  the 
Lemon-tree^  th^  Cedar y  tht  QHtnce-tree^  the 
Sefsafs  ,  a  kind  Withy  ^  the  Africockjree^ 
the  Almond-tree^  the  Cyprefs-tree^  The  Tree 
called  ;^^>irkfVi,  QvSehefte\  theFruit  whereof  is 
good  for  Food,  and  to  make  Cine.  The  Tree 
cz\\cd.Alat$^  the  ^rfe^,  the  Fig-tree  of  ^^^/i, 
named  in  Arab.  Mohz..  The  Kehbads,  a  Tree  that 
bears  Or^;^^^/  of  a  ftrange  bignefs.  The 
Mariam^  or  r^^      Virgin  s  Hand. 

The  -D(?/^f;;^,  or  the  Gnm^treej  is  a  rare  Tree 
in  Egypt  I  have  never  feen  but  three  in  all  my 
Travels :  one  in  the  Monftery  of  St.  Athanafe^^Au 
ftant  from  ^///r  about  three  hours  travellings  to- 
wards th^SoHth.  In  this  Tree  are  two  things  re- 
markable :  I .  That  its  Leaves  bur  ft  forth  only  at 
the  end  of  its  Branches,  and  in  the  thick  Bunches- 
2.  That  they  are  fo  equal,  and  even  at  the  end  of 
the  Branches,  that  to  look  upon  them  one  would 
think  that  fome  have  cut,  and  evened  them 
with  Sciflers.  The  Leaves  are  very  thin  and  long 
and  are  like  the  Leaves  of  the  Palm-tree.  The 
Body  of  this  Tree  hath  many  Branches  of  a  con- 
fiderable  bignefs,  from  them  proceed  others  of 
a  lelTer  fize  i  every  one  is  forked,  and  the  end  . 
of  thefe  Leaves  appear  in  Bunches,  as  we  have 
faid. 


Of 
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of  the  plants. 

AMongft  all  the  Curious  Plants     Egyp^  I 
have  taken  notice  of  thefe  following. 
^^//i';2isaPlant>  orHerb^  that  bears  a  Medici- 
nal Grain,  good  to  heal  Wounds.    Sabhara^  the 
Leaves  whereof  are  .very  thick,  and  full  of  fap  v 
there  are  two  fortSi  the  Male,  and  the  Female. 
Fndne  is  like  PurjlariMt  its  Leaves  are  very  greaty 
and  its  tafte  is  fourifh,  and  it's  eaten  raw.  Sedabf 
isRuc'^    Ftifil,  Garden-Pepper.      Gefalaht  is  a 
Plant  that  grows  as  big  as  a  Tree.   Ferdhomar  is 
our  Rofa  afmi.  Morian  is  called  in  Latin^  Hdi-' 
cacahm-   Kilny  otherwife  named  Jllcali.    Rabl  is. 
auHerbof  a  fragrant  fmell,  full  of  Oyl:,  grow- 
ing upon  Hills.    Barmb  is  a  Plant  that  contains 
a  Powder  that  Dyers  ufe^  Ifliall  fpeakof  itin 
the  fequel  of  this  Journal    Here  be  alfo  Jefe. 
minsj  both  fmgle  and  double  Katife^  or  the  V^ir- 
gins^Bowerj  whereof  there  are  two  forts:,  the 
fingle,  and  the  other  named  m  Ar^b.  Katife^ 
K^dfh  or  the  Virgins  Bower  of  JenifalenL  Ri- 
han  is  our  Origamm.   There  are  fcveral  forts  V 
1.  OfKodft^ov  JerHfalcm:    2.  Sciami  of  Da- 
rmfcHs:    3.  Hindi  of  the  InSes  :    4.  Misl^^^  of 
the  fmell  of /^^^i 5.  A[ci(k!:ihan,  or  the  love- 
ly Orl^anim^    Leblab  is  another  Plant,  called 
the  Italians^  Convolvoio',  by  the  Fr€?ichy  Liferm^l 
and  by  the  Englifi^ :  Bengiar^  are  our  Beets,  Mm^* 
tur^  otherwife  natned  Chobeize^  are  our  Mallovps. 
Here  are  alfo  Gilly  flowers,  LilUes,  and  Rojes  of 
all  colours,  and  in  abundance.  MerdekHfchh  our 

Marjoram-    Merfcienne  Lifan-hammel  is  our 

Plantain.  Lifant  Tor  is  om  B^glofs.  NeaneyMm  : 

Bafnie^ 
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Bamie^  and  Meluchie  are  ordinary  Pot-herbs  in 
Egyft.  ^mherboy.h  Amber.  Sefebanh  ^tzimmty 
lown  about  the  Sugar-Fields  ^  it  ferves  inilead  of 
a  Fence.  Sciebeh^is  Rue  of  Rome.  Chefchach  is  the 
Pavots.Hendal^ox:  Colocmhis-,  Helbe.mwed  by  the 
French,  Femgrec  by  the  E?2gUfi.     They  have  a 
Pfoverb  in  Egypt,  that  faith>  Blejfed  are  the  Feit 
that  walk^itpon  that  Gromd  where  the  Hdh^  js  fown. 
They  eat  it  raw,  and  fodden.    Carrots,  called 
m  Arab.   Gijfr^  are  no  bigger  than  RacMhes, 
Succory  y  called  in  Arab.  Hi^Mbe.  Lettuce,  cM 
Chas  Meliek    Peafe.  Tormusy  ^vq  Lupins.  Ber- 
fm,  or  Si^^tfhw.    II  Nile,  is  /Wi^^.    Scieh,  is  Ab- 
fynthtum  PonticHm.    Gabbar  was  an  Herb  that  I 
tound  in  abundance  upon  the  Mountains,  near 
the  Monaftery  of  Abuhemis,    Homos  gebeU,  are 
the  v^ild' Peafe  of  the  Mountains    for  they  arc 
hkQ  Peafe.    Roiet  gaffal,  or  Harts^Foot:  fo  cal. 
led,  becauie  it  is  like  the  Foot  of  this  Animal,  and 
both  are  oily.  Selgnem,  called  by  the  Germmsi 
Riibfamen:  Zahnz.,  0>zts,  Sajfroriy  SimfimyVr  kh& 
Sefamcy  Heb-iUfodcy  called  Jugeoit?u  Tabdcx^^ 
Rice  J  Sugary  Linni',  CoHlangian^-  Q-Mtd  in  Lmw 
Gnlange ;  and  in  French^  Galangii. 


HE  rareft  Birds  that  I  have  feen  in  Ezspt, 


-1  arethefe; 
Sciamta  is  the  biggeft,  next  to  the  Auflrick 
[t  is  fo  ftrong,  that  fome  f^y,  it  can  carry  up 
a  Man  into  the  Air.  Next  to  thefe  are  the  Eagles, 
the  Vultures,  named  in  Arab.  Ak^ij  whicirarc 
big.    -Gadd^fs,  mvams,  Baz^  Heddaks,  Sa^^ 


Of  Birds. 
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kjrs^  ScUhinsy  Bafciek^^  Rachms'^  all  thefe  arc 
feveral  forts  of  t^altures^  Fadcons^  and  Hawk^>. 
There  he^KoMez^z,^  andJJff^j,  otherwife  cal- 
led Gemd  il  Bahr,  or  the  River-Camel-^  or  the 
Pelican*  The  S^^^i^  have  a  Bone  ftrong  and 
iharp,  at  the  joint  of  each  Wing.  The  Gttimey" 
Hens^  Cranes-,  Wild^Geefey  and  many  Other  Birdfs> 
which  are  ordinary  amongftus. 

There  are  alfo  many  Anffiriches^  and  chiefly  in 
Defarts,  that  lead  to  the  Monaftery  of  St.  An^^ 
thony^  I  have  feen  there  Herds  together. 

1  have  read  in  an  Arabian  Manufcript,  called 
Giaptharet  innefijfe^  a  remarkable  thing  concern- 
ing the  Auflnchy  which  1  cannot  pafs  over  with- 
out publiftiing. 

When  it  intends  to  Hatch  its  Egs,  it  fits  not 
upon  them,  as  other  Birds-,  but  the  Male  and 
the  Female  Hatches  them  with  their  Eye  only  i 
and  when  either  of  them  hath  need  to  feek  for 
Food,  he  gives  notice  to  the  other  by  crying  • 
aod  the  other  continues  to  look  upon  the  Egs, 
till  it  be  returuM :  likewife  when  the  other  hath 
the  fame  defire  to  feek  about  for  Food,  he  gives 
the  fame  notice^  with  the  fame  fliriek,  that  its 
Companion  might  remain  ftill  to  look  upon  the 
Egs,  till  they  be  all  Hatch'd  :  For  if  they  did 
but  look  off  a  moment,  theEgs  would  fpoil  and 
rot. 

The  Church  of  the  Copies  hath  learn  d  an  ex^ 
cellent  Cuftome  from  the  Pradice  of  this  Bird: 
They  hang  up  alighted  Lamp,  between  two  Egs 
of  an  Aitftrich,  over  againft  the  Priefts  that  oE^ 
ficiate,  to  advife  them  to  be  attentive  about  their 
Devotions  that  their  Prayers  might  be  more 
efficacious,  and  might  not  lofe  their  ftrength,for 
want  of  attention.  1* 
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It  is  now  time  to  bring  back  my  Reader  to  my 
Journal,  to  Damietta,  where  Meft  him  ^  that  1 
might  give  him  firft  a  General  Defcription  of 
Egypt. 


The  Continu^ition  of  the  "^ournaL 

I Set  Foot  in  Diametta  the  i8th  dayof  Feb. 
1 6  72.  where  I  abode  till  the  8th  day  of  the  next 
Month :  Sometimes  lodging  in  the  City,  fome- 
times  in  the  Barque  that  had  brought  me,  becaufe 
it  was  loaden  with  Wine  for  the  ConMy^ndiFrench 
Merchants  of  Cairo  i  And  the       of  the  City 
^vould  not  fufFer  the  Wine  to  be  carried  a-fliorei 
lor  into  the  Haven,  until  the  Pacha,  had  fent  him 
m  exprefs  Order  to  that  purpofe.   He  dealt  in 
his  manner,  becaufe  tiie  Grand SeigniorhTid  fent 
^ery  ftrift,  and  fevere  orders,  to  forbid  the  Im-^ 
)ortation  of  Wines  in  all  his  Dominions.  And 
Jecaufe  I  was  in  the  company  of  a  Servant  of  the 
'rencb  Conful,  whom  Icou!d  not  leave  with  Ci- 
ility^  becaufe  he  could  not  underftand  th^Ara^ 
im  Tongue  ^  I  was  therefore  ingaged  to  be  his  In-- 
erpreter.by  the  Obligations  that  he  had  laid  upon 
le  in  my  Voyage :  Fof  his,  and  his  Mafters fake, 
abode  with  h^pi  till  the  orders  were  come,  and 
Janiffary  to  Guard  the  Wine  to  Cairo.  They 
)aded  therewith  two  great  Barques,  andwede- 
arted  immediately  for  Damietta^  on  Samrday^th^, 
th  of  Afril ;  and  were  at  Boulac  ^  a  Suburb  of 
'airoj  the  Eve  of  Wednefday  before  Eafler. 
Here  follows  the  mofl:  remarkable  Pafrages,and 
le  Defcription  of  the  Towns,  and  Places,which 
:e  from  the  Mouth  of  the  River  at  DamietUy 
F  as 
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as  far  as  Grmd.  Cdroj  as  they  lye  in  order. 

As  foon  as  we  enter  into  the  River,  from  the 
Sea,  we  find  on  the  £^/-fide,  at  the  Mouth,  an 
old  Callle  ruinated,  but  fmall which,  as  the 
Fr^^^cjfay,  was  built  by  S.  Lemsy  the  Fw?^/?  King, 
when  he  had  Damietta,  It  is  fquare,  and  divided 
into  four  round  itirrets,  upon  which  fome  Ar- 
tillery have  been  planted  to  command  the  PafFage: 
and  where  a  few  A^oors  are  upon  the  Guard. 

A  little  further  into  the  River  ftands  a  pool 
Village,  mm^d  Boaasj  or  Mouth  of  the  River  :| 
becaule  it  is  there  fcituated.  The  Arabian  worcl 
Bo^as  fignifying  fo  much. 

in  this  Village  dwell  the  Owners  of  the 
(being  Long-Boats  made  to  un-load  Ships  anc 
draw  them  out  of  the  Sands )  that  guide  and  tov^ 
along  the  Ships  that  fail  in  or  out  of  the  River 
and  difcover  to  them  the  Banks  of  Sand>whicl 
are  very  ordinary  in  this  Road. 

In  this  Village  is  to  be  feen  the  Foundation  o 
another  fquare  Fort,  the  Walls  whereof  are  no 
yetfinifliUand  never  likely  to  be.  There  are  ali; 
here  two  Calitz.,  or  Artificial  Channels,  lull  o 
the  River-water  all  the  year  ^  made  on  purpol 
to  water  the  Fields. 

About  an  hundred  Pacc^  ft  omthis  Village,  o: 
the  other  fide,  is  another  Cattle  ip  command  th 
Mouth  ^  fo  that  the  two  Catties  that  are  ther 
pianted  for  thi'  purpofe,  are  not  over  againii 
one  another* 
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Jl  Defcripkn  of  the  City  of  Damietta. 

DAmietta^  called  by  the  Arabians ^  Damidt^  a 
famous  City  ofEaypt^  isfcituate  upon  the 
Eaft-^fidQ  q{  Nilusj  about  eight  Miles  from  the 
Mouth.  Next  to  Cairo  it  is  the  greateli;  moft 
beautiful,  the  richeft,  the  moft  populous,  and 
the  fulleft  of  Merchants  of  all  Egyft  ^  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  Trade  draws  thither  a  great  number 
of  People  form  all  parts  of  Tnrkie. 

It  is  built  upon  the  River  Nilm^  in  the  form 
of  an  half  Moon.  The  Waves  of  this  River 
that  wafli  the  Foundations  of  their  Houfes  on  that 
fide,  and  the  great  number  of  beautiful 
together  with  the  Fleet  of  Ships  and  Barques  that 
ride  in  the  Haven,  yield  a  moft  delightfulPro^ 
fpeft. 

There  are  no  Walls,  nor  Fortifications,  only 
a  round,  and  very  high  Tower,  t^at  ftands  at  the 
end  of  the  Town  towards  the  Sea  where  there 
is^neither  Watch  nor  Ward>  nor  Guns. 

In  tiiis  City  there  is  great  Trading  in  Linen> 
Rice,  Coffee,  and  Stuffs.  I  was  told,  that  eve- 
ry year,  about  five  hundred  Ships  go  out  of  this 
Haven,  fmall  and  great,  loaded  with  Rice  for 
Tiirkie,  ^ 

Here  are  made  many  beautiful  forts  of  Linen 
of  all  kinds  and  colours,  which  are  Tranfport- 
sd  to  Foreign  Countries.  Here  isalfo  a  great 
3eal  of  Fifh -falted.  The  Mullet  that  are  here 
pickled  are  highly  efteeinM  all  ov^r  the  Le^ 
vant. 

The  Town  is  Gbvernd  by  an -4:-,  fent  thither 
rrom  the  Pacha^^jiQ.  therefore  nam'd  by  the  Turkic 
F  2  Tacha^ 
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Tachagaftyox:  the^g-^of  the  P^cfc^.Befides  his  other 
Incomes,  he  takes  from  every  X^v-ern  of  Aqm- 
vtt^  ten  Poras^m  the  City  are  a  great  many  iuch 
Taverns.  From  every  Carache  X  it  being  a  little 
Ship)  he  receives  fivcPorasj  and  from  greater 
Ships  fix  and  thirty,  and  forty,  when  they  go  out 
of  the  Port:  Befides  many  Cafaalties  which  a- 
mount  to  a  great  deal,  through  his  extortion,  as 
the  manner  of  the  T 'irks  is ;  for,  out  of  our  Ship 
he  took  fix  Barrels  of  Cypms^v^lncy  containing 
each  fix  Metres^  and  every  Mrr^r  holding  twenty 
Pots,  though  this  was  not  his  due.  I  had  fome 
difficulty  to  fave  from  his  greedy  hands  a  Box  of 
excellent  Wine  of  the  Country  of  X^/r^^t//^;?.  " 

The  Souldiery,  and  chiefly  the  Jamjfaries^  ar^ 
very  infolent.  There  be  but  two  hundred,  and 
about  twenty  Sfahms. 

Of  the  Chriftians,  the  G'm^^  are  the  moft  nu- 
merous. They  be  about  two  hundred  Families, 
and  have  a  conftderable  Church. 

Of  the  Cooties  there  be  about  eight  Families. 
TheT-^r^f,  about  a  year  fince^  took  PolTefiion  of 
their  Church,  bccaufe  they  had  not  paid  them  a 
certain  Tax  that  they  had  laid  npon  them. 

There  are  no  Francs  that  dwell  there  in  the  Ci- 
ty for  want  of  Trade  ^  becaufethis  Haven  is  at  a 
little  diftancefrom  all  the  Chriftian  Countries,! 
and  bccaufe  they  are  fettled  at  Rofetta,  which  liesj 
more  convenient  for  them,  and  nearer.  There  is 
only  a  Chamber  which  the  Framifcans  of  the  ho-: 
ly  Land  have  hired  in  the  Apartment  of  the  Greek 
Patriarch ,  which  is  a  little  Houfe,  very  filthy, 
yet  they  Lodge  there  when  they  pafs  to  and  fro 
from  Jerupdem  t^Cafmn'^t^  greateit  TrafEck 
in  this  Gity,by  Sea.is  ofWoo&  and  l  imber  which 
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is  Imported  as  well  for  Fewel  as  for  the  building 
ofHoules  and  Ships*,  for  Wood  is  veryfcarce 
in  Egy^tj  chiefly  in  the  Inferiour. 

During  my  abode  in  this  City  I  met  with  an 
old  Ship-Captain,  by  Religion  a  Maronite^  who 
told  me,  that  between  thrs  City  and  the  Town  of 
Bogas^iL^Q  River  Nilus  grew  fliallo wer  every  yea  r ; 
and  that  he  had  taken  notice,  tkat  about  fifteen 
years  ago  it  was  fifteen  Cubits  deep  ^  but  now 
fcarce  fifteen  Foot.    This  proceeds  fl'om  the 
Earth,which  the  Water  loofens  from  its  fides  and 
wafhes  into  the  middle-,  about  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  there  the  Earth  ftops^    He  gather'd  from 
thence,  that  it  was  to  be  fear 'd,  that  in  this  River 
great  Ships  would  not  be  able,  one  day,  to  pafs 
from  the  Mouth  to  Damietta. 
•   Tih^To'Nnoi  AlanfoHra^  i.  e.  ViHorioHs^  the  a- 
bode  of  the  C^fcief  of  Dekahlie,  is  a  great  and 
beautiful  Town,  fcituate  upon  the  £^y?.fide  of 
NUhs.    Its  Houfes  are  not  builded  as  thofe  of 
Vamietta^  upon  the  Water^  but  there  is  a  large 
Street  between  them  for  to  waik  ^  but  becaufc 
/ve  Landed  not  then  in  that  place,  I  had  not  the 
>pportunity  to  view  it,  nor  to  give  an  exad  De^ 
cription  of  it. 

^  1  fliall  only  fay  this  of  it,  that  in  this  Town  the 
"remh  King,  S.  Lewis^  was  taken Prifoner  by  Sui- 
^nSaleh^  negm  iddin-^  eiinb  ibnil  KdmeL  All  the 
particulars  of  the  end,  and  carrying  on  of  this 
Var,  are  to  be  feen  in  the  Macrix^i,  and  in  Ihn 
Zdak.  I  could  wifii  thefe  Hiftories  of  the  Ara^ 
ions  were  Tranflated  into  any  known  Languages, 
3j:  here  are  feveral  remarkable  Circumftances 
lentioned  in  them,  with  which  we  are  not  ac- 
uainted.  Here  are  likewife  many  Verfes  full 
f  3  of 
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of  Wit,  butSatyrical,  niade  then  by  the  Moors, 
upon  the  taking  of  S.  Lem'j,  and  the  conclufiori 
ot  this  War,  fo  happy  for  their  Nation. 

Betwct^n  Dametta  arid  Gtzr^^Cairo^  are  to  be 
feen^upon  the  Ri  ver  fide,  a  pi  cdigious  nuniber 
of»  Pigeon-houfcs,  which  is  here  remarkable>  be- 
caufe  there  are  not  foui'd  fo  many  in  any  other 
part  of  Egypy  fior  bmlded  in  the  fame  manner. 

Thefe  Pigeon-houfes  begin  at  Mitbedri^  a  Vil- 
lage near  Mmifv^^ray  on  the  fame  fide,  in  lailingi 
towards  02/r(?.  In  one  days  Journey  and  a  half  I 
ftw  fb  many,  that  I  wondred  atit,  for  there  is i 
fcarce  a  Houfe  in  all  the  Villages  but  there  is 
one,  or  more  ri[;eon-hoi]les.  At  the  Foundati- 
on the  Walls  aic  of  Earth  only,  and  round  on 
the  top  ,  very  ipacious  wiUiin,  fall  of  Earthen 
Pots  for  the  Pigeons  Nefts  ^  and  without  are  ma- 
ny Poles  for  th;:m  to  pitch  on,  and  reft  them- 
fclves.  It  iseafie  to  judge  whether  the  fight,  and 
ProlpecT:  of  fo  many  Pigcon-houfes  be  not  very 
delightful. 

TilitMvGrs  that  were  in  onr  Boat  told  us,  Jhat 
in  thefe  Villages  fifteen  Pigeons  were  commonly 
fold  for  one  Fara'^  forty  P^^m^j  make  4/.  6<rf.| 
So  that  I  reckon,  that  about  two  hundred  and  for-i 
ty  Couples  \¥ere  fold  for  that  Money.  ^ 

Scmcmut  is  a  great  Town,  fcituate  on  the  Wefi^ 
fide  of  Nilns-^  in  the  Cafciefik^of  Garhie^  not  far! 
from  Mohelk  Kab/rcy  or  the  great  Mohellc.  It  isj 
ljuilt  in  a  Triangular  Form  •,  the  lower  part, 
ftretches  it  fcif  along  the  River.  The  Barques 
that  fail  towards  C^w  are  bound  to  ftop  here,| 
and  pay  Cuftome  :  The  Cuflonie  houfe  is  built 
upon  a^hip,  in  the  River,  at  which  the  VeflHs  ne-| 
vcr  ftop  above  an  hour.  .       -  \ 

In 
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In  the  middle  WzY-^htm^^mDiametta  and  Cairoy 
is  Mitgamr-,  a  very  beautiful  and  large  Town, 
fcituate  upon  the  Eafi-fidQ  of  NHhs.  We  landed, 
and  I  found  there  many  fair  Houfes,  and  a  fpaci- 
ous  BaTiary  or  Market-place,  where  all  manner 
of  Provifions  were  to  be  foid.  Here  are  alfo  a 
great  many  Chrillians  of  the  Cof  ties. 

Over  againftjAZ/V^^iwr,  that  is  on  the  ^r^-fide 
NilHSy  is  Sttfe^  a  beautiful  and  big  Town,  belong- 
ing to  to  the  Cafcieflik^oi  Mohelle  Kebire  ^  where 
we  beheld  a  purfuit  of  fome  Peafants,  whom  the 
Cafcief  of  that  Province  chas'd.  They  were 
come  to  demand  a  certain  Tribute,  which  he  was 
wont  to  pay  them :  and  upon  his  denial  of  it  they 
rofe  up  in  Arms  againft  him  :  But  as  foon  as  he 
hadfentouttheSp^2/i?/W  againft  them,  they  ran  all 
away.  Thefe  poor  Caitiff's  being  on  Foot,  and 
finding  themfelves  followed  by  Horfe-men^  that 
they  might  not  fall  into  their  hands,  they  call 
themfelves,in  haIte,into  the  River  to  fvvim  over  • 
lix  were  unhappily  dro wn'd  before  our  Eyes. 
■  In  the  upper  Egyft  is  a  Village,  named  alfo 
Sitfe  *,  which  I  fliall  mention  in^nother  place. 

The  1 2th  oi  Afrily  abouttwo  a~Clockin  the 
Afternoon,  we  left  one  of  the  Branches  of  iVV- 
his  that  leaves  the  main  River  andruns  to  D^m^ 
ettay  and  entred  into  the  Bogasy  or  Channel  of 
Boidac,  The  clear  Weather  gave  me  the  liberty 
to  take  notice  of  the  feparation  of  the  two  Bran- 
ches of  the  River :  I  found  that  the  Branch  that 
goes  to  Rofma  ftretches  it  lelf  to  the  North- Eajly 
and  that  of  Diamctta  to  the  Nortk  In  refped  of 
this  laft,  Cairo  ftands  to  the  Somh^Eafi^  and  its 
CafHetotheS^?/^^/?. 
Att\[\sBo^as  the  two  great  Pyramides  of  E^y^t 
F  4  -  "^arc 
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are  firft  difcoverM :  They  appear  here  to  be 
equal,  though  one  is  far  higher  than  the  other. 

From  this  feparation,  or  divifionof  A%^j-,  as- 
far  as  Boulac-i  there  is  but  an  hour  and  a  halfs 
travelling,  though  Monfieur  Thvenot  tells  us  of 
fix  Leagues. 

We  landed  at  Eoidac ,  the  Wednefday  before 
£^/?^r^  at  Night.  I  ftaid  there  till  the  next  Morn- 
ing, and  entred  into  Cairo  about  Noon.  At  my 
entrance  I  paid  a  Grown,  at  the  Cufcome-houie 
of  Bcidac ,  which  is  an  ordinary  Tribute  demand-r 
ed  of  all  Francs  many  years  ago.  ) 


A  DefcrilJtion  of  the  Cilj  ofCdSto.    -  ' 

M"  Y  defignatfirft^wastopubliihalargeDe- 
fcription  of  all  the  Rarities  of  this  great 
and  famous  City,  before  I  proceed  on  in  my  ]ourr 
nal :  But  fince  1  have  confidered  that  great  V o-. 
iumes  are  wont  to  nau{eate,rather  than  to  delight 
the  Reader,  chiefly  in  thefe  days  that  Men  are 
pleasM  Vv/'ith  the  reading  of  fhort  and  fmall  Vo- 
lumes: I  have  therefore  taken  notice  of  thofe 
things  only  which  other  Travellers  have  omitted, 
and  could  never  know  perfedly  for  want  of  an 
infight  into  the  Arabian  Tongue-  He  that  will 
know  more,  may  perufe  the  fecond  Part  of  the 
Chottats  of  Macriz^i. 

The  City  of  Cairo  borrows  the  Name  from  the 
Planet  Mars ycMcd  by -the  Arabians ^Kaher ,  which 
Name  was  given  to  it,  asiaith  the  Serrnr^TinAra-: 
htan  Hiftorian,  becaufe  the  Foundation  of  its 
Walls  were  laid  when  this  Planet  was  in  its  a- 
fcent  5  which  hapned  unheippily  in  this  manner. 

Ciauhtry 
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Giauhery  the  General  of  Meex.  le  din  alia,  one 
of  the  Cailifs  of  Egypt^  having  refolved  to  build 
a  new  City  for  the  abode  ot  his  Lord,  in  the 
Year  362  of  the  Hegira-^  he  gave  orders  to 
the  Aftronomers,  to  obferve  the  timeof  the  rifing 
of  a  good  Star,  when  the  Foundation  might  be 
laid ;  that  the  City  might  be  the  more  happy,and 
of  a  longer  continuance. 

The  Aftronomers  accordingly  encompafled 
about  with  Ropes>  all  that  fpace  of  Ground  that 
was  to  be  fliut  into  the  Walls  tying  to  the  Ropes 
a  great  many  little  Bells,  to  give  notice  to  the 
Builders  when  they  were  to  catt  the  Foundation : 
The  fignal  was,  the  founding  of  the  Beils  •  which 
was  to  be  given  when  they  faw  tiie  rifing  of  a 
good  Star. 

By  chance  it  happened,  that  a  Crow  pitchM  up-  ^ 
on  the  Ropes  that  was  ftretchM  along,  when 
Jliars  was  in  its  rifing;,  and  with  the  motion  of 
the  Ropes  caufed  the  Bells  to  found :  As  foon  as 
theMafons  heard  the  fignal  given,*they  cait  all, 
with  one  confent,' the  Foundation:  which  when 
the- Aftronomers  had  underftcod,  they  declared 
by  unlucky  rifing  of  Mars,  that  governed  at  that 
Inftant,  that  the  City  ftiould  be  one  day  taken 
by  a  Conqueror  that  fliould  come  out  of  Roma- 
nia^ where  Mars  governs :  Which  hath  proved 
true  about  five  hundred  and  threefcore  years  af- 
ter, when  Snltan  Selim  CcimQ  from  Conflantimfle^ 
the  chief  City  of  Rommiay  and  took  not  only  the 
City,  but  the  whole  Country  ^  anddeftroyed  thq 
Race  of  their  Kings,  by  hanging  the  laft. 

Though  they  conceived  that  this  Star  would 
prove  unlucky,  they  called  the  City  neverthe- 
lefs  Kahera^  or  Cairoy  as  we  name  it  in  Enrofe : 
*  which 
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which  Name  continues  till  this  day.  This  City  is 
become  very  rich,  powerfuJ^  and  great,  by  its 
Trade*,  infomnch,  that  of  all  the  Cities  of  the 
Levant^  this  alone  hath  deferv'd  the  name  of 
Great. 

It  is  fcit.uate  in  a  Champain,  very  delightful>  at 
the  Fbot  of  a  Mountain  of  Sand,  named  in  Arab. 
Gebelilmok^ttamy  or  the  Mountain  cut  through, 
which  ftands  on  the  £^/..fide,  and  incommodes 
theCity,  becaufeit  deprives  it  of  the  benefit  of 
the  frefh  Winds  tliat  blow  from  thence.  This  Ci- 
ty hath  another  inconveniency,  it  is  far  from  the 
River. 

There  is  nothhig  in  the  World  more  delight- 
ful, than  to  take  a  profped  of  it  from  fome  emi- 
nent place :  for  you  might  from  thence  view  an 
infinite  number  of  Houfes,  which,  inftead  of 
Coverings,  have  Turrets  and  fee  ari  innumera- 
ble company  of  M^fqucs  with  their  various  co- 
lours of  differing  Buildings  intermingled,  and 
furrounded  with  Palm-trees,  and  Gardens^  all 
which  together  rcprefcnts  a  molt  beantifiil 
jprofpedt.  ^ 

It  hath  fevcn  Gates.  The  Names  are,  i.  Bab 
z^neile-^  2.  Bab  innaffr  ;  3.  Bab  il  fetiib  4.  Bab 
il  Kantara  5.  Babijfcia  a  rie  6.  Bab  ijfaade  ^ 
7.  Bab  il  mahruki 

There  are  eight  Lakes,  very  large,  that  belong 
to  it:  I.  Birk^t  ittmdlgte 2.  BirJ^t  inaffrie'-i 
3.  Btrkctihniladcme'^  4.  Birket  il  fil'-i  5.  Birf^t 
il  k^r-a-^  6,  Birk^t  il  ferram'^  Birket  il  Ezhe^ 
kie'')  and  8.  Birket  il  kajfarin. 

There  is  aCiiaanel  cut  through  this  City,froni 
the  Wefi,  to  thcNorth^Eafty  called  the  Calttz.  of 
Cairo.  It  is  very  ancient,  Jbn  abd  il  hokmy  an 

Arabian 
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Arabian  Hiftorian,  faith  ^  Thkt  Tarfis  ibn  Malia^ 
one  of  the  Pharaoh*  $ ;  and,as  he  believes,the  King 
that  took  the  Wife  of  Abraham  when  he  was  in 
Boyft^  caufed  it  firft  to  be  cut.  Since  the  Ara* 
biam  conquer'd  Egypj  and  took  it  from  the  Em- 
perour  HeracUus^thtyh^NQ  named  it  0?fo^  £w?r 
il  Muminin^  or  The  Chamiel  of  the  Tnme  of  the 
faithfHl,  becaufc  of  Amrn  ibn  Chottab^  the  lecond 
Califf  2.^1^1  Mahomet^  who  was  the  firfl  firnamed 
The  Prince  of  the  faithful,  becaufe  he  command- 
ed Amrn  ibn  aff  to  lead  him  as  far  as  Colz^im^  a 
Town  fcituate  near  the  Red-Sea^  that  he  mighc 
convey  the  Provifions  of  C4/><?  as  far  as  this  Ci- 
ty, and  from  thence  by  the  Red  Sea  to  Mecha  -^ 
where  there  was,  at  thattime,  a  great  wdnt  of 
Food.  It  continued  in  this  manner  till  the  Year 
150  of  the  Hegira-,  when  Ciafer  il  ManfuTy  a 
Califf  of  £0/?^,  of  the  Race  of  ylhhas^  caufed 
it  to  be  ftopt  on  that  fide  which  is  towards  the 
Sea. 

Now  it  is  called  C^/?V;^  il  Hahemi:,  or  the  Call tz. 
of  Hakem  '-i  becaufe  Hakem-he  amr  Hie,  ariOther 
Califf  of  Egyft^cmkd  this  Channel,  vv'hich  was 
decayed  through  the  neghgence  of  his  Predecef- 
fors,  to  be  repaired.  It  is  called  alfo  TWcrachcmi, 
or  the  Calitz.  paved  with  Marble  as  we  may  fee  by 
fomc  PafTages  of  the  Serrnry  an  Arabian  Hifto- 
ry  which  I  have  brought  with  me  from  Egypt. 

In  my  Relation  of  Egypt^  Printed  in  Italian  at 
Paris,  1671.  I  faid  that  the  T//r/<x,  Coptics^  and 
JevpSy  open,  in  their  turns,  this  Channel  every 
.Year :  but  I  underftand  fince,  that  this  Office  be- 
longs only  to  the  Sonbafchi  of  Cairo,  who  ftr  ikes 
the  firft  three,  or  four  blows  upon  the  f  ank  that 
hinders  the  River  from  entring  into  the  Channel, 

after- 
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afterwards  all  that  will  work  have  liberty 
granted. 

T\{^Copies  have  but  two  Churches  at  Gi/mi 
one  in  the  Street  named  Haret  Znele^  and  the  o- 
ther  in  the  Greek^s  Street.  The  firfl:  is  Dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary^  and  was  built  by  a  renown- 
ed Phyfician,  nanied  Zahdon.  He  lived  about 
two-hundred-feventy  years  before  the  Arabians 
became  Matters  of  Egyp.  He  is  yet  famous  for  • 
his  wonderful  Riches.  They  fay  that  he  hid  them 
in  a  Well  which  is  in  the  fame  Church,  and  le- 
cur'd  them  with  a  Taltfman^  that  none  might  have 
them  after  his  deceafe.  I  he  Patriarch  of  the 
Coptics  Houfe  is  joining  to  this  Church. 

The  other  in  the  Greeh^s  Street  is  Dedicated  to 
S.  Barha.  It  is  but  fmall,  and  obfcure.  1  went  to 
fee  it  the  4th  of  iVi?^'m^?^^  1672, 

Heretofore  they  had  many  Churches,  and  Mo- 
nafteries,  and  a  Bifliop  in  the  Chandakj  an  old 
Suburb  of  Cairo^  but  now  ruinated.  But  now 
they  have  but  two  one  Dedicated  to  the  Arch^ 
Angel  Gabriel'^  the  other  to  the  Abbot  Mercu^ 
riiiSy  lirnamed  Roes.  Here  the  Copties  of  Cairo 
haveaBnrying-place. 

Of  the  many  Mofques  at  Cdro^  that  which  is 
called  Giama  til  ajfar  is  the  richeft^and  the  great- 
eft.  It  was  built  by  G/^/^kr,  the  firft  Founder  of 
the  City :  It  is  yet  the  Cathedral,  where  the  four 
Monftisy  or  Dodlors  of  the  Mahometan  Law  re- 
fide.  It  is  a  Refuge  for  OfFenders,  and  a  School 
for  to  teach  the  Law  of  Mahomet j  with  its  Reve- 
nues it  entertains  no  lefs  than  eight  hundred  Per- 
fons  of  that  ProfefRon  and  receives  for  that  pur-' 
pofe  two  thoufand  Ardehs  of  Corn,  from  the 
Store-houfes  of  the  Grand  Sciptior  3  and  feven 
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thoufand  more  from  other  Benefadors. 

There  are  four  Mouftis  at  Cairo  that  borrow 
their  Names  from  the  four  chief  Seds  of  Maho^ 
met\  I.  Of  Sciaffel-  z.  Of  Malcki'^  3.  Qf 
Hambali ;  4.  Of  Haneft.  They  are  all  equal  in 
Dignity,  becaufe  their  Seds,  whereof  they  are 
the  chief,  are  likewife  equal. 

They  have  power  to  excommunicate  the  Pa^ 
cha^s  when  they  attempt  to  do  any  thing  againft 
their  Religion,  or  their  Mofques,  For  Inftance, 
they  excommunicated  P^c/?^ /^r^/7/m  in  the  year 
1 672,  becaufe  he  offered  to  take  away  fome  of 
the  Gifts,  and  Rents,  belonging  to  the  Mofqnes 
of  Cairo :  By  that  means  they  hindered  him  from 
executing  his  facrilegious  defign.  When  the 
Excommunication  prevails  not,  they  fliut  the 
Gates  of  this  Mofque^  which  caufes  the  People  to 
rife  up  in  Arms  0  and  they  never  are  quiet;tiil  they 
have  kiird  the  Offender. 

In  Cairo i  and  in  its  Suburbs,  there  are  nine  pub- 
lick  Shambles  belonging  to  the  Grand  Seignior: 
.  I.  That  of  Hajfenle^  which  is  the  greateft  :  2. 
That  of  Haret  Jehndj  or  of  the  Street  of  the  Jem : 

3.  Th^t  of  Bab  i/kky  or  of  the  Whore's  garter: 

4.  That  of  the  Lions  Bridge  :  5.  That  of  old 
Cairo  \  6.  That  of  6^.x<? :  7.  That  of  Haret  il 
fa%ai7} :  8 .  That  of  T dm :  9.  Two  that  are  at 
BohUc  ;  whereof,  in  one  the  Oxen  are  killed  i  in 
the  other,  the  Sheep  and  Goats. 

The  Heads,  and  the  Skins  of  all  the  Beafts  that 
are  kill'd  in  thefe  Markets,  unlefs  it  be  of  the 
Goats,  belong  to  the  Grand  out  of  this 

Cuftome  he  receives  a  great  profit. 

It  is  very  true,  that  in  Cairo  are  feven  differ- 
ing Orders  of  the  Militia.   Amongft  tiieie,  the 

Mon^ 
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Montrofles,  and  Gunners,  are  not  reckoned  v  but 
only  the  Metferracasy  three  Cornets  of  Spahins] 
which  be  ilGmmulH',  il  Tefakfchl^  and  HCercaffi. 
'TliQjanijfarks^  the  ChiaoHx^  and  the -^^^p^^,  be- 
lojagtothem. 

^The  Janiffaries^  the  Spahimy  the  jiz^apes^  and 
the  Gebegisy  are  paid  only  every  three  Months , 
but  the  C/?/^2(?//Ar,  zndi  Metferracas^  t\\tjetams^  or 
Orphelinsy  the  Ciavalis,  th^  Kefcicy  and  the  Met- 
kaeds  receive  their  pay  every  Month,  without  a- 
ny  delay. 


A  Dejcription  of  Old  Cairo. 

OLD  Cairoy  fo  called  erroneoufly  by  the 
Vramsy  is  named  by  the  Arabians^  Majfr^ 
from  Maffr^  or  Mivraimy  the  Son  of  Cham y  and 
Grand-child  of  Noah,  that  caufed  it  to  be  built. 
It  is  the  ancienteft  City  of  Egypt y  next  to  Mem- 
phis after  the  deftruftion  of  this,  Old  Cairo  be- 
came the  chief.  It  is  fcituate  on  the  Eafi-fidQ  of 
Nilus^  over  againft  the  place  where  Memphis 
Hood,  next  to  New  Cairo.  It  Vv^as  heretofore  a 
ftately  City,  but  now  it  is  almoft  all  ruinated. 

In  the  1 8th  year  of  the  Hegiray  which  is  about 
103 1  years  fince  that  Amru  tbml  ajf.  General  of 
j4?nrH  ibn  Chottab^  a  fucceflbr  of  Mahomet^  took 
this  City.  John  A^ckanJ^s^  a  noble  Copriey  was 
then  Governour  for  the  Emperour  Heraclins. 
When  Amrn  had  taken  it,  he  made  Peace  with 
Meh^ukes^Vi^on  condition  that  every  Coptic  ^ou\A 
pay  him,  and  all  his  Succe0brs,  two-pence  a-year 
-^s  a  Tribute and  that  he  {hould  give  entertain- 
lent,  for  three  davs,  to  all  the  Arabians  that 

fliould 
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fliouldpafs  through  Egypt;  as  may  be  feen  more 
rujiy  in  the  Macrizj. 

This  City  hath  been  increas'd  many  times,  as 
the  Conquerors,  and  Lords  of  the  Country,  did 
think  convenient  to  pitch  upon  a  more  pleafant 
place  for  their  abode. 

The  places  where  the  F.y?^f,  the  Cafrifce'mma 
the  Qnai  ter  of  the  Patriarch  of  the  Copties,  Bahs- 
lo7t,  Cateia^  the  C«r^/,  and  Others.  ^ 

Feflat  is  a  Gw^Name,  which  fignifies  a  Tent 
ot  Goat-skuis.  The  Arabians  name  one  fide  of 
Old  C-^jrathus  becaufethe  Tent  of  Amm  ibn  il 
ajj,  ot  this  fubftance,  was  planted  there  when  he 
was  bufie  in  Conquering  Egypt. 

The  fame  Amru  caufed  it  to  be  inclofed  in  with 
Walls^  after  that  he  had  taken  the  City  of  Alex- 
^r/^,  he  fettled  there  his  abode,  and  that  of  his 
bucceifors:  Alexandrm,that  had  been  the  Royal 
City  ot  the  Greeks  for  about  nine  hundred  years, 
wasthen  forfaken^  and  the  Foflat  was  .the  chief 
YmiEgyft.   It  continued  fo  till  Ahmed  ibn  Tou- 

f    n  ^'^^y  "^^"^  ^"ft''^'    His  Succeflbrs 

othisRace  forfookit,  and  fettled  themfelvesin 
Cateta. 

But  when  this  Race  was  extinft,  and  Grand 
G?/r^ being  built  by  Giauher,  as  we  have  faid,  the 
Caltffs  cnofe  it  for  their  abode,   caufing  Foflat  to 

oL  f'n^'^''^  City  might  be  Itronger, 

and  fuller  of  People^  and  they  left  C^r^W,  as 
we  may  fee  in  ^^cm/. 

Caffr  Jffcemm*^  is  a  Caftle,  or  Suburb,  inclofed 
with  Walls,  near  adjoining  to  Fo/?^?, built  by^r- 
•Tr^^'u  ^'"S  of  P<^rfia.  Now  only  Chrifcians 
mtiabit  there.  They  have  many  Churches  which 
welhall  defcnbe  in  this  following  Journal  •,  fori 

went 
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wenttofee  themonthe  i8th  day  of  July^  1672. 

There  are  two  differing  Opinions  concerning 
the  Origine  of  this  Name.  Some  would  have  it 
written,  Caffr  iggiama  that  is,  the  CaftJe  of  the 
Aflembly :  fof  they  fay,that  here  the  great  Wits 
did  meet  to  increafe  Learning ;  but  this  Opinion 
is  not  well  grounded.  Others  write  it  Cajfr  if 
fcemma'-j  this  is  likely  to  be  thetrueft-,  for  i  find 
it  thus  written  by  all  Arabian  Hiftorians. 

The  Granaries  and  Store-houfes,  of  the  Grand 
Seignior y  are  adjoining  to  this  Caftle.  They  are 
named  by  the  Arabs ^  Scione.  The  Prpvifions  of 
Corn,  and  other  neceflaries  for  the  Food  of  the 
Maiitia,  are  here  kept not  only  for  the  Mali- 
tia  of  Egypt y  but  aUo  for  all  the  other  Countries 
that  depend  upon  Egypt. 

x\nd  that  this  Corn  might  be  better  diftributed, 
there  are  four  Aga^Sy  or  Officers,  named  in  Arab. 
Agavat  beta  ilghelal,  or  Aga^s  of  the  Stores  in  the 
upper  E^pt:  Orq  dwdls  <it  Benefuef,  another  at 
yiifinie^  the  third  at  Momfallat^  the  fourth  at 
Girge.  Their  Office  is,  to  gather  up  the  Provifi- 
ons  of  Corn,  and  to  fend  them  to  the  Emin  il 
Scione^  the  Mailer  of  the  Store-houfes  of  the 
Grand  Seigniory  who  upon  a  certain  day  of  the 
Month,  caufes  thefe  Provifions  to  be  diftributed 
according  as  the  Divan  appoints. 

But  becaufe  fometimes  this  allowance  is  not 
fufficient,  every  one  hath  liberty  to  buy  more,  by 
paying  for  every  Ardeb  a  thoufand  Meidins, 
When  this  Money  is  once  paid,  every  year  one 
may  fetch  this  allowance,  during  the  Buyer's 
life. 

Near  this  Cajfr  ijfcemmay  on  a  fide  of  Cdroy  is 
the  Quarter  of  the  Patricjrch  of  the  Coptics^ 

named 
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hamed  in  Arab.  Haretil  Batral^  It  is  feparated 
from  thi^  Caftle  with  an  high  Wall,  with  which  it 
is  inclofcd.  The  Patriarch  hath  his  Abode  a  lit- 
tle above  the  Church  oiMary  Moncurej  con- 
cerning which,  I  fliall  take  notice  of  fome  curioli- 
ties  in  the  fequel  of  this  Difcourfe. 

Babylon  was  further  towards  th^  South  Cai- 
ro. Now  there  appears  nothing  but  great  Moun- 
tains of  its  Ruincs,  and  three  Churches  of  the 
Coptics  '^  Ode  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary^  a- 
nother  to  S.Theodoms,  the  third  to  S.  fohn  Jba- 

The  Church  of  the  Virgin,  as  the  Copties  re- 
late, was  the  firft  that  was  built  at  C^ir^?,  after 
the  coming  of  our  Saviour  Chrift.  They  fay 
that  S.  Mark  hath  preach'd  there-,  and  that  S. 
Peter  mentions  it  at  the  end  of  his  Epiftle,  when 
he  faith,  that  the  Church  eleft  which  is  in  Baby^ 
Ion  Majfrj  or  Babylon  near  Cairo^  falute  you,  as 
wdll  as  my  Son  Marcns.  I  did  not  go  into  it  at 
this  time,  but  I  faw  it,  and  lay  there  one  Night 
in  my  firft  Voyage  to  £^;^j)^,  in  the  year  1664. 

Catiia  was  built  near  Fofiat ,  by  Ahmed  ibn  Ton- 
Ion,  Prince  of  E^ypt,  as  we  have  already  faid. 

The  Caraffa  is  the  Burying-place  of  the  Ma-- 
hometans-f  highly  efteem'd,  becaufe  there  be 
fome  Kindred  of  Mahomet,  and  fome  of  their 
Saints,  buried.  In  the  flourilhing  days  of  Egypt 
there  were  above  three  hundred  and  fixty  Tombs, 
and  Mofcjues  of  Great  Men-,  every  one  endowed 
with  a  fufficient  allowance  for  poor  People,  and 
the  Pilgrims  of  that  Religion  that  came  thither* 
So  that  a  Pilgrim,  at  Cairo^  could  have  fubfifted 
a  whole  year  without  fpendingan  Afper^hy  vi- 
fiting  every  day  the  Mofques  and  Tombs  of  this  • 
G  place-, 


place  'y  but  in  procefs  of  time  the  Revenues  being 
devoured,  by  the  wickednefs  of  the  Pacha^s^  the 
Tombs  ^ad  Moff  ies  are  fmce  gone  to  decay. 


The  Continuation  of  the  Journal. 

TH  E  1 6th  of  April  1672.  Saturday  before 
Bafter^  the  French  Conful  went  to  vifit  the 
Tacha^  who  was  then  in  a  Garden  at  the  Village 
Befejlein :  he  went  to  fpeak  to  him  about  a  bufinefs 
of  his  Nation.  I  took  this  occafion  to  offer  hini 
my  Letters  of  re-commendation  which  Pa- 
cha of  Seida^  had  given  me  to  deliver  to  him.  In 
confideration  of  them^  he  promisM  me  his  pro- 
teftion  and  favour. 

The  way  ofHat^hir^g  Chickens  at  Cairo. 

The  2 1  ft  of  this  Month  I  went  to  fee  the 
vens  where  the  Chickens  are  hatched.  Thefe 
Ovens  are  builded  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  O- 
vens  of  FranceyXnzdQ  to  bake  Bread,  only  with 
this  difference  they  are  not  fo  high,  nor  fo  big 
as  ours,  nor  of  burnt  Brick,  but  of  Brick  dried  in 
the  Sun.  They  have  alfo,  on  the  top,  a  round 
hole,  as  big  as  the  circumference  of  a  Fremh  Hat, 
through  which  the  heat  mounts  up  and  goes  out^ 
which  Ovens  for  Bread  have  not. 

In  the  Houfe  where  I  faw  them,they  were  placM 
in  this  manner.  There  were  four  and  twenty: 
twelve  on  the  right  hand,  and  twelve  on  che  left  v 
fix  one  upon  another.  At  the  firft  fight  one 
would  have  thought  them  to  be  fo  many  Sleeping- 
cells  of  Monks;  but  the  Alley  that  was  between 

was 
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was  fo  narrow,  that  when  I  enter'd  i^,  the  fmoak 
9nd  heat  that  came  out  had  almoft  ftifled  me. 

Now,  tocaufetheEgsto  behatch'd,  they  put 
them  all  la  the  lowermoll  Ovens ;  and  in  the  up- 
permoft  they  kindle  a  fmall  Fire,  for  eight  day§, 
with  Straw.   Afterwards  they  ftop  them,  and 
leave  them  fo  fix  other  days :  Then  they  take  a- 
way  the  Egs  from  the  lowermoft  Ovens,and  fepa- 
rate  the  good  from  the  bad,  by  examining  them 
in  the  Sun-ihine.    Afterwards  they  caft  away 
addled,  and  put  all  the  good  in  the  upper- 
jnoft  Ovens-,  making,  with  Straw,  a  fmall  Fire 
in  the  lowerraoftjfor  two  days.  They  leave  thein 
jn  that  condition  one  and  twenty  daf  s,  without 
.medling  with  them  :  at  which  time  the  Chickens 
begm  to  break  the  Shelly  lb  that  in  two  and 
twenty  days  they  bring  forth  Chickens  in  this 
manner. 

..TWs  is  not  to  be  praftisM,  but  during  four 
Months  in  the  Year  namely,  from  the  Month 
ot  Decmkr^  till  the  Month  o{\Jpril :  The  other 
part  of  the  Year  is  not  fit  for  this  purpofe*  be- 
caufe  of  the  exceffive  heats. 


Of  the  Pyramides. 

IN  my  firft  Voyage  to  Egypt  I  had  fe^n  the  Py- 
ramides •,  but,  having  anoalier  opportunity 
offer'dtome,  1  went  thither  to  view  again  thefe 
rare  Monuments  of  Antiquity,  to  fee  whether  I 
iiight  not  obferve  fomething  more  than  I  have 
:ak  en  notice  of  in  my  firft  Relation. 

On  the  27th  of  Jpril  I  went  thither,  in  the 
Company  of  the  French  Conful,  and  many  other 
G  z  .Mer- 
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Merchants,  and  with  aimoft  all  his  Houfhold: 
we  had  with  us  three  J^«ipmj  to  guard  us,  foj 
that  we  were  in  aii,  about  fifty  Cavaliers,  well 
mounted  upon  Afles  taking  with  us  Provifions 
fufBcient  for  three  days. 

When  we  were  come  to  the  Pyr amides,  and  liad 
obferv'd  exaftly  every  thing ;  1  took  notice  that 
the  place  where  they  ftood  was  a  Burying-place. 
This  is  plain  to  any  that  fee  the  place  and  doubt- 
lefs  it  was  the  burying-place  of  the  old  City 
Memphis ;  for  all  tiie  Arabian  Hiftories  inform 
us,  that  this  City  ftood  where  the  Tyramides  now 
are,  over  againft  Old  Cairo. 

2.  I  todk  notice  that  all  the  Pyrami4^s  h^r^i 
an  entrance  that  leads  to  a  low  Alley,  which  is 
very  long-,  and  at  the  end  is  a  Chamber,  whert 
the  ancient  £0/?^/^^J  did  place  the  Bodies  o) 
thofe  Perfons,  for  whom  the  Pyramides  was  built 
This  entrance  is  not  to  be  feen  in  every  one  oi 
th^  Pyramides^  becaufe  the  Wind  hath  ftopt  them 
with  Sand.  1  faw  upon  fome  of  them  fomc 
Hieroglifhick.  Charaders,  but  I  had  not  time  tc. 
write  them  out.  i 

3.  1  took  notice  that  all  the  Pyramides  were! 
builded  in  very  good  order  *,  and  that  each  of  th^j 
three  greateft  v/ere  at  the  head  of  ten  lefler. 
which  are  not  well  to  be  diftinguilhed,  becaufe  ol 
the  heaps  of  Sand :  *one  may  yet  imagine,  tc' 
fee  the  place,  that  in  former  Ajges  there  havt 
been  here  one  hundred  Pyramides^  little  anc 
great. 

-  4.  I  took  notice  that  they  are  all  builded  upoil 
an  even  Rock,  covered  over  with  white  Sand  \ 
fo  that  it  is  very  probable  that  the  Stones  havj 
been  taken  from  the  place,  and  not  brought  fror 

far 
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far,  as  fome  Travellers  imagine,  and  old  Wri, 
ters.-  for  the  greateft  is  nothing  but  a  Rock  cut 
as  a  Pyramided  and  covered  over  with  a  Wall  of 
Stone. 

5.  I  took  notice  that  of  all  the  Stones  of  the 
greateft^  there  is  fcarce  one  entire,  but  either 
worn  out  with  the  Weather  and  Time,  orbro- 
ken  by  fome  other  Accident  ^  fo  that,  though  one 
may  afeend  on  all  fides  to  the  top,  yet  not  in 
all  places  with  the  fame  eafe. 

6.  I  have  taken  notice  that  none  of  the  Tyra^ 
/;^/W^j  are  alike,  or  perfeaiy  fquare-,  but  that  all 
have  two  fides  longer  than  the  others.  I  intend- 
ed to  mcrifjre  the  greateft:  for  that  purpofe 
I  had  with  me  a  String  of  about  thirty  Land- 
yards  ^  but  becaufe  the  Winds  have  heap'd  a- 
bout  it  Mountains  of  Sand,  I  could  not  polfibly 
dravy  a  Line  ftrait  from  one  Angle  to  the  other. 

On  the  28th  day  of  December  1  went  to  fee  the 
Tyramides  the  third  time,  with  fome  ftrangers. 
In  our  way  we  were  mightil^t  troubled  with  a  ve- 
ry thick  Mift,  which  lafted  till  ten  a  Clock  in  the 
Morning  and  we  found  a  great  deal  of  Mud  in 
the  Trenches  and  Ditches,  which  was  not  yet 
dry  fince  the  retreat  of  the  River  -,  fo  that  we 
were  carried  over  upon  the  Moors  backs  that 
were  with  us. 

At  this  time  I  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  great 
Pyramids  5  and  I  obfervM,  as  at  the  firft,  that  the 
place  where  the  Pyr^w^W^i  ftand,  is  a  pure  Rock, 
:over'd  over  with  white  San(J  v  which  appears 
lifEciently  by  the  Ditches  and  Caves  round  about 
:he  Pyramdes  cut  in  the  Rock. 

2.  The  Rock  is  to  be  feen^  upon  which  ftands 
he  greateft  Pyrmide^  by  a  bole  at  one  of  the 
G  I  Angles, 


Angles,  between  the  £^7?  and  the  North  fide^. 

3.  The  Fyr amides  are  not  builded  with  Marble, 
asfomefay,  but  with  a  white  fandy  Stone,  very 
hard. 

4.  Thegreateft  hath  but  two  hundred  and  fix 
fteps  and  though  Monfieur  Tb.  faith  that  it  hath 
two  hundred  and  eight,  this  proceeds  from  his 
not  taking  notice  that  twofteps  are  broken  into 
four. 

5.  On  the  top  of  thegreateft  Tyr  amide  there 
was  anciently  a  Statue,  or  Colofe.  This  appears, 
becaufe  it  is  not  fharp  as  the  others,  but  plain : 
And  there  are  yet  to  be  feen  great  Pits,  which 
were  to  keep  faft  the  Colojfe  from  falling. 

At  prefent  there  is  nothing  on  the  top  but  ma- 
ny Letters  of  the  Names  of  Perfons  of  all  Nati^ 
ons,  who  have  left  them  to  witnefs  that  they  had 
been  there.  There  is  no  fign  of  the  Play  at  Man- 
W^jwhifha  Copietoldi  me  was  there  imprinted 
in  the  days  of  the  Pharaoh's. 

6.  The  Stones  of  the  biggeft  Pyramids  are  not 
equal for  fome  of  the  undermoft  are  four  Foot 
high,  fome  three  Foot  and  an  half,  and  five  ¥00% 
long.  The  Stones  of  the  middle  are  three  Foot 
and  five  Inches  high,  and  the  uppermoft  Stones 
arc  but  two  Foot  high,  and  three  and  an  half 
long. 

7.  The  fides  of  the  Pyramides  are  not  equal  i 
for  in  the  greateft  it  is  vifible,  and  fo  in  the  0^ 
thers,  that  the  North^Mt  is  longer  than  that  which 
ftretches  from  Eafi  to  Wefi. 

8.  In  all  the  Pyramides  there  are  very  deep 
Wells  cut  in  the  Rock,  fquare^^  as  I  have  feen  in 
more  than  ten. 

•  On  the  26tfa  day  of  Jmt  I  went  the  fourth  timfe 

ta 
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to  fee  the  Pyrmides^  in  the  Company  of  Monfieuf 
S ahateryy  VicQ-Conihl  of  Alexandria. 

In  the  Palfage  to  Old  Cairo^  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  River^  I  took  notice  of  one  thing  very  re- 
iwarkable  in  its  Channel:  The  Water  was  per- 
feftly  green,  as  a  Cake  covered  over  with  green 
Grafs.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  I  faw  it  of 
this  colour  which  caufed  me  to  ask  of  the  Boat- 
men, what  this  green  colour  was  ?  They  told  me, 
that  the  River  iV/7^s  did  then  putrifie^  that  it 
had  continued  fo  fifteen  days,  and  would  be  fo 
five  more.  Some  of  them  faid,  that  there  was 
none  could  remember  to  have  feen  the  River  fo 
green  as  that  year,  1672. 

To  return  again  to  the  Tyramides :  I  went  up 
this  time  to  the  top  of  the  higheft  Pyramids  \  I 
enter'd  into  the  Chamber,  but  faw  no  new  thing 
which  could  caufe  me  either  to  change,  or  add  to 
my  former  Obfervations.  It  is  needlefs  to  fpeak 
of  its  Dimenlions,  feeing  fo  many  Travellers  have 
already  publifli'd  them,  as  Monfieur  Thevemt  in 
his  Levant  Travels. 

^lomthcPyr amides  we  went  to  take  a  view  of 
the  Caves  that  are  adjoining.  There  are  many, 
all  cut  in  the  fide  of  a  Rock:  Their  out-fides  are 
out  of  order,  without  any  proportion  but  their 
in-fide  very  equal,  and  pollilhM.  In  every  one 
there  is  a  deep  Well  iquare,  cut  in  the  Rock, 
where  the  Egyptians  did  put  the  Body  of  that  Per- 
fon,  for  whom  the  Cave  was  made  for  it  was 
their  Sepulchre.  The  walls  of  many  of  thefe 
Caves  are  full  of  Hieroglyphick  Figures,  carved 
in  the  Rock.  la  feme  they  are  but  fmal!,  in 
thers  very  lively.  In  one  I  numbered  fixteen  great 
Figures,  that  reprefented  eight  Mefl  and  eight 
G  4  Wo- 
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Women-,  holding  one  another  by  the  hands 5 
with  many  other  fmall  Figures,  or  Shapes,  on  both 
fides. 


0/  the  Sphinx. 

WE  faw  next  the  Sfhinx, near  the  Pyr^^ 
mides^  on  the  Eaft-MQ.  On  the  top 
ftands  the  Head  of  a  Woman  of  an  extraordina- 
ry bignefs  and  height.  TJie  Arabians  call  it  AbuU 
hon^  or  Ahul-honL 

Pliny  faith  that  it  was  the  Tomb  of  King  Ama* 
fis*  I  imagine  that  this  Sfhinx  was  a  Sepulchre^ 
but  we  cannot  underftand  that  it  belonged  to Ama- 
fisj  for  all  the  Records  and  Traditions  of  this 
Sphinx  are  lolt.  • 

That  it  is  a  Tomb  may  appear,  Firft  by  itsfci^ 
tuation,  which  is  in  a  place  which  was  in  former 
Ages  aBurying-place  j  and  near  the  Pyramdes^znd 
mortuary  Caves.  Secondly  it  is  to  be  imagined 
that  it  was  a  Sepulchre  from  its  building.  In  the 
hinder  partis  a  Cave  under  ground,  of  a  bignefs 
anfwerable  to  that  of  the  Head,into  which  1  have 
look'd  by  an  entrance  that  leads  into  it;  fo  that 
it  could  ferve  to  no  other  purpofe  but  to  keep  a 
dead  Corps. 

{  Some  Francs  have,  out  of  an  excefs  of  curio- 
fity,  climb'd  up  by  the  means  of  Rope-Ladders,to 
fee  whether  this  Head  was  hollow,  or  malFie  and 
they  have  found  it  to  be  hollow,  but  filled  at  pre- 
ient  with  Sand. 

The  Neck  is  worn  out  round  about  >  which 
caufeth  Men  to  imagine  that  it  will  not  be  able  to 
fupport  the  weight  of  that  great  Head. 

Of 
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of  the  mllsrvhere  the  Mommies  are. 

11X7 Hen  we  had  fully  viewed  this  Sfhinx^  we 
^  ^  took  the  Road  that  leads  to  Saccara^  a  Vil- 
lage, at  four  hours  travelling  f wm  the  Pyr amides j 
and  about  eight  from  Cairo  towards  the  Sonth. 
The  Burying.place  of  the  Mommies  is  near  adjoin- 
ing to  this  Village. 

And  becaufe  it  was  very  late,  and  that  we 
were  to  agree  with  the  jirabians  of  the  Village 
about  the  Price,  the  Number  and  Quality  of  the 
Wells  that  they  were  to  open  for  us.  We  ftopt 
there  all  Night,  and  the  next  Morning  we  took 
with  us  twelve  Horfe'-men,  to  Guard  us,  of  the 
Arabians  with  them  we  went  to  this  Burying- 
place,  where  the  Mommies  are  in  Caves  under 
ground. 

The  firft  Well  that  we  faw  was  that  of  Birds 
Embalmed.  When  we  had  caufed  the  Sand  that 
flops  the  Wells  Mouth  to  be  removed,  through 
which  we  were  to  go  down,  and  from  thence  to 
enter  into  the  Cave  we  caufed  our  felves  to  be 
let  down  one  after  another,  by  tying  a  double 
Rope  about  our  middles.  As  foon  as  we  were  at 
the  bottom,  and  that  every  one  had  lighted  his 
Taper,and  feveral  Matches  that  we  had  brought, 
We  went  into  the  Cave  creeping  upon  our  Bellies! 
The  Cave  is  an  Alley  in  the  Rock^about  the  height 
of  a  Man,and  about  the  breadth  of  a  Perch  •  and 
of  an  extraordinary  length.  We  found 'there 
many  other  Alleys  on  both  hands,cut  in  the  Rock  *, 
where  were  many  large  ilores,  full  of  Earthen 
Pots,  covered  over  with  Coverings  of  the  fame 
fubftance.   In  thefe  Pots  were  Embalmed  Birds 
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of  all  kinds,  every  Bird  in  its  own  Pot  And 
as  I  thought  that  the  remembrance  of  a  Cuftom 
fo  ancient,  and  fuperftitious,  was  worthy  of  our 
notice,  I  brought  about  half  a  dozen  with  me  5 
fome  I  have  fent  to  the  King's  Library.  We 
found  alfo  fome  Hens  Egs,  empty ,but  entire  with- 
out any  ill  fmell  or  crack. 

When  we  had  viewed  fufficiently  this  Cave,  we 
returned  up  in  the  fame  manner  that  we  went 
down,  and  found  another  open'd,  called  the 
Virgin  which  is>that  was  never  openM  before : 
According  to  our  orders  to  the  Arabians^  Mon- 
fimt  Tiger  and  the  others  went  down  in  the  fame 
manner  as  into  the  former  I  alone  could  not 
follow  them,  becaufe  of  a  Quanain  Fever  which 
had  troubled  me  fourteen  months,  and  took  me 
at  that  very  Moment :  But  1  loft  nothing  by  that ; 
for  thefe  Gentlemen  told  me  at  their  return, 
that  they  found  an  horrid  ftench,  and  a  clofe  air, 
that  put  out  their  Candles,  and  their  Matches 
alfo,  every  time  that  they  endeavoured  to  light 
them  \  which  caufed  them  to  get  up  again  without 
entring  further.  They  told  me  that  this  Well 
was  much  deeper  than  the  former. 

We  caufed  another  to  be  openM,  which  was 
not  a  Virgin  Well,  as  the  former,  becaufe  it  was 
not  fo  deep.  I  ventured  into  that,  notwithftand- 
ingmy  indifpofition. 

We  found  there  two  Mommies^  a  great  one5and 
a  little  one  of  a  Child,  both  in  Coffins>  the  great- 
eft  was  of  Marble-,  upon  the  Covering  it  had 
the  likenefs  of  the  Perfon  for  whom  it  was  made : 
We  caus'd  thefe  Biers,  or  Coffins,  to  be  open'd, 
but  found  nothing  extraordinary  therefore  we 
made  no  account  of  them,  and  left  them  where 
we  found  them.  We 
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We  went  down  next  into  a  Cave,  called  The 
Church,  which  was  not  fo  deep  as  the  former.  It 
was  nothing  hut  a  long  Alley  under  ground,  well 
Plaifter'd,  and  Painted  all  over  with  Hierogly^ 
phick  Figures  round  about  the  fides.  It  was  al. 
moft  all  full  of  Sand,  which  caufed  us  to  creep  a- 
long  upon  our  Knees* 

If  the  Reader  defires  a  Profped,  and  a  De- 
fcription  of  this  ancient  Burying-place,  let  him 
think  upon  a  boundlefs  Champain,  even  and  co- 
vered over  with  Sand  5  where  neither  Trees,  nor 
Grafs,  nor  Houfes,  nor  any  fuch  thing  is  to  be 
feen :  Let  him  reprefent  to  himfelf  the  Superfi- 
cies of  this  large  Field  full  of  dry  Bones  of  Aritis^ 
Legs,  Feet,  and  Heads  ^  full  of  fcattered  pieces 
of  Wood  of  Coffins,  of  little  Idols,  feme  of 
Wood,  others  of  Plaiftet  embollifh'd  with  green, 
and  mark'd  before  and  behind  with  Hierogly- 
phick  Letters.  Thefe  Idols  the  Arabians  have 
taken  from  the  broken  Mommies  which  they  have 
caft  away.  In  fome  places  you  may  fee  great 
Tomb-ftones,  full  of  Cyphers  and  enigmatical 
Figures  that  reprefent  fomething  of  Chymiftry, 
and  of  other  Sciences  and  Myfteries and  full  of 
ftrange  Charaders  that  are  no  Hieroglyphicks. 
Whiles  I  was  looking  upon  this  Spedacle  the 
Arabians  brought  m.e  two,  whereof  I  caufed  the 
Coppies  to  be  drawn  as  foon  as  I  was  returned  to 
Cairo, 

YouhavehereaDefcription  of  fome  Relicks 
of  the  Grandeur  and  Vanity  of  the  ancient  £/)/j?- 
tiansy  and  the  mournful  figns  of  Man's  Moriali^. 
ty.'  The  firft  fight  is  able  to  dafh  a  Perfon  n<^ wly 
arrived,  out  of  Countenance,  and  to^ifiTight 
faim :  I  mean  the  fight  of  fo  many  Bones  all  icat- 
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teredup  and  down ,  one  would  think  that  here 
hath  been  a  grievous  fight. 

In  this  Champain>  or  Field,  here  are  fifteen 
Tyramides :  three  are  of  an  extraordinary  big- 
nefs,  which  feem  to  have  been  favour'd  by  Time  ^ 
for  they  appear  entire  without  much  decay. 
Here  is  alfo  an  entrance  in  every  one,  that  fliews 
a  long  Alley  which  leads  to  a  Chamber;  Mon- 
fieur  de  Tiger  went  into  that  which  is  fartheft 
from  the  Village,  commonly  named  The  Pyr amide 
f>f  Rodopey  where  he  found  nothing  in  the  Cham- 
ber. 

This  Pyramide  is  built  as  a  Pavillion.  The  Fra?7cs 
fay  that  Rodope-^  a  famous  Strumpet,  causM  it  to 
be  built  with  the  Money  that  fhe  had  gotten  with 
the  lofs  of  her  honour.  But  this  is  doubtlefs  an 
error,  if  it  be  true  what  Pliny  faith,  That  the  Py- 
ramide of  Rodofe  was  but  fmall,though  very  beau- 
tiful *,  therefore  this  which  is  one  of  the  greateft 
in  ail  Egypt  cannot  be  that  of  Rodope.  Thefeare 
the  words  of  Pliny :  SMpremumqiie  illudne  quisRe^ 
gum  opes  miretm»  minimam  extitijfe  laHdatiffimam  a 
Rodope  meretricHlafailam.  L/£fopi  fabdarum  Phi^ 
lofophi  conferva  quondam y  &  contHhernalis  hac  fmt,  , 
tnajore  miracdo  tantas  opes  meretricio  ejfe  conqmfi' 
tas  quaftn. 

For  the  others  that  are  in  the  fame  Field,  Time 
hath  almoft  worn  them  out  ^  for  they  are  but  fo 
many  heaps  of  Sand,  which  have  fcarce  the 
fliape  and  lhadow  of  what  they  have  been  here- 
tofore. 

Here  is  alfo  a  fquare  heap  of  very  great 
hewn  Stones.    The  Arabians  name  it  Maflabet  . 
Faraoun:  for  they  fay,  that  when  t\it Pharaoh'* s^ 
Kings  of  Egyft^  were  to  declare  and  give  a  new 
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Law  to  to  the  People,  they  ftood  on  the  top  of 
this  heap.  But  thefe  are  the  Traditions  of  the 
poor  Arabians  that  have  nothing  of  certainty. 

To  return  to  the  Wells  of  the  Mommies :  as 
foon  as  the  Francs  have  vifited  any,  the  Wind, 
or  the  Arahiansy  fill  the  entry  again  full  of  Sand, 
to  get  a  little  Money  at  the  fecond  opening.  This 
is  the  greateft  gain  of  thefe  Wretches.  The  leaft 
they  take  for  to  open  a  Virgin  Well  is  thirty  P/U 
aflers^  becaufe  they  that  make  the  Well  to  be  o^ 
pened,  have  the  liberty  to  carry  away  all  the  Cu- 
riofitiesand  Mommies  that  he  finds  there. 

We  returned,  after  two  days  abfence,  to  the 
City  Cairo  again  *,  and  the  6th  of  May  I  went  to 
vifit  the  Cjw^  Arch-Biftiop  of  Mount  Sinai^  who 
was  then  refident  at  Cairo  about  fome  concerns  of 
his  Monaitery.  Amongft  other  things,  he  told 
me  that  he  had  a  Manufcript  of  the  Council  of 
Florence^  differing  from  all  thofe  Copies  that 
are  Printed  in  Enrope.  Monfieur  de  Ti^er  hath 
a  Copy  of  this  fuppofed  Original. 

The  Monks  of  this  Monaftery  have  a  priviledge 
from  Mahomet^  figned  according  to  the  Cuftorae 
of  that  time  by  the  impreffion  of  his  Hand,which 
frees  them  from  the  Carachy  or  Tax,  which  the 
Mahometans  require  of  the  Chriftians  fubjeft  to 
them.  This  was  the  caufe  wherefore  Mahomet 
granted  them  this  favour,  as* the  Arch-Bifhop  told 
me,  to  exprefs  his  thanks  to  that  Houfe  for  the 
kind  entertainment  which  he  had  received  at  the 
hands  of  thofe  Monks  when  he  kept,and  watchM 
over  their  Camels.  , 
We  difcours  d  afterwards  concerning  thePIague 
of  the  former  Year.  He  told  me,  that  it  had 
fwept  away  fix  hundred  and  fourfcore  thoufaiid 
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Perfons,  but  that  it  had  Icarcc  medled  with  any 
but  the  poor  -)  and  that  of  the  richer  fort  fcarce 
four  hundred  were  dead. 

This  caufeth  me  to  fpeak  a  word  of  Father 
Elz^ear  of  Na?7ts^  a  very  worthy  Perfon  5  and  his 
Comrade,  Father  Portais  ^  both  of  the  Capnchm 
Order^and  zealous  Miffiomries^  whom  this  Plague 
carried  away.  The  firft  was  buried  out  of  the 
City  Cairo^  in  a  Field  where  the  poor  Cofties  arc 
buried   for  whofe  Converfion  he  was  intended. 

To  honour  the  Memory  of  his  Vertues,  there 
is  an  Epitaph  in  Arab,  and  Latin^  upon  a  little 
Stone  fixed  upon  his  Grave  and  becaufe  I  was 
well  acquainted  with  him  in  my  firft  Voyage  which 
I  made  into  Egypt ^  by  the  Orders  and  Commands 
of  Ernefif  Duke  ofSaxa-Gota^  in  the  Year  1.664. 
I  went  to  fee  his  Grave,  and  to  repeat  for  there- 
pole  of  his  Soul,  and  as  a  Teftimony  of  my  re- 
membrance and  eftecm  of  his  rare  Qualities,  the 
Prayer  De  frofundis. 


A  Journy  to  Gemiane. 

W Hen  the  time  was  come  that  the  C<7p^/>^ob- 
fervethe  Feftival  of  the  Aparitions  of  the 
Saints  at  Gemime  \  becaufe  1  had  not  feen  it  in  my 
firft  Voyage,  I  went  from  Cdro  on  Monday  the  pth 
of  Mayy  with  a  Servant  of  Monfieur  de  Tiger^ 
named  Leonard^  that  could  Paint  very  well,  with 
feveral  Copies  who  came  in  our  Company^becaufe 
they  had  nothing  to  diicharge  the  expence  of  this 
Journy.  We  went  aboard  at  Boulac^  and  fet 
fail  for  the  Town  of  Manfouraj  where  we  landed 
the  1 2th  of  the  fame  Month. 

The 
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The  next  day  we  left  ^^;7/i«r^,  taking  a  Boat 
tor  Dtaft^  ahttle  Village  fcituate  upon  the  PTf/?- 
lide  of  Niks;  for  here  all  Travellers  that  go  to 
Gmtane  from  Cairo  are  wont  to  land.  It  ftands 
about  four  hours  journying'  from  Manfonra.  At 
ourlandmg  we  left  our  Boat  and  went  by  Land  to 
Baffat  tnojf^ra,  a  little  Mile  diftant  from  the  Ri- 
ver ,  m  the  Land ;  we  fpent  there  the  Night,  and 
lodg  dm  the  Church  of  S.  Geor^ey  with  feveral 
other  Ccf  ties  whom  we  found  there,  who  wer^ 
bound  alfo,  as  well  as  we,  for  Cmime. 

The  14th  day  very  early  we  proceeded  on 
towards  the  thurd  branch  of  Nihs ,  which  be- 
gins, as  I  have  already  faid  in  the  Defcription  of 
this  River,  at  Sciohret  il  Yemen  i  which  it  hath 
pafs'dnear  the  Town  of  ^a/;;//^  Kebtre,  orGreat 
Mohette^  and  near  Gemiane  it  difcharges  it  feif  in- 
to the  Sea  at  Bruttos.  We  march'd  on  into  the 
Country,  and  when  we  came  to  this  Branch  of 
the  River  we  found  feveral  Boats  ready  to  carry 
us  with  the  Current  to  Gemiane,  where  we  land- 
ed about  the  Evening,  not  without  fufFerin^  many 
croires,and  inconveniences  ^  becaufe  the  Matter 
of  the  Boat,  an  Arabian^  was  a  wicked  Rogue. 

Gemiane  is  a  famous  Church  of  the  Copties, 
built  m  a  large  Champain  v  very  even  and  bound- 
Ids  to  the  Eye,  but  very  unfruitful,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Garble  in  the  Ifle  of  Delta.  It  ftands 
near  the  place  where  was  anciently  the  City 
Degue,  called  by  the  Cooties  Tekebi.  On  the 
Weft  It  hath  the  Cx&zt'Mohelle,  on  the  Eafl  the 
Branch  of  the  River  that  enters  into  the  Seaat 
^fos^ziiAdxi  the  North  theMediteraneanSea. 
This  Church  hath  five  and  twenty  Arches,or  Ifles, 
that  yield  atadiftance  a  very  beautiful  Profpeft, 
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though  they  be  not  m  order  nor  equal  in  bignefs. 

The  Church  within  is  not  yet  finilh'd,  and  there 
is  but  one  Chappel  whited  with  Lime,namely  that 
where  the  fuppofed  Apparition  happens :  there 
is  alfobut  one  Altar,  as  in  all  other  Churches  of 
the  Levam.  All  the  lies,  or  Arches,  fervetoa- 
dorn  the  Church  ,  and  to  give  light  to  it  •,  for  in 
every  one  there  is  a  Window,  and  in  fometwo^ 
The  Chappel  where  the  Apparition  happens  is 
on  the  North-Cidc,  on  the  right  hand  as  one  enters 
in,  and  over  againft  the  Door. 

During  three  days  lexamin'd  this  Appariti- 
on, and  the  caufes  from  whence  it  proceeds  as 
exadlyas  I  could  poffibly:,  and  found  it  to  be 
nothing  clfe  but  the  refieftion  of  the  Objeds  that 
went  by  the  Church  at  a  convenient  diftance, 
which  being  carried  into  the  Chappel,  by  the  Air, 
through  the  two  Windows  that  give  light.  It  re^ 
prefents,  over  againft  upon  the  Wall,the  Shadow 
which  is  like  the  Objeft  that  goes  by :  For  Ex^ 
ample when  a  Horfe-man  goes  by , there  is  to  be 
feen  upon  the  Wall,in  a  confufed  manner,  a  Sha* 
dow  of  a  Man  on  Horfe-back.  If  it  be  a  Wo- 
man that  hath  a  Child  in  her  Arms,  one  may  fee 
the  Shadow  of  that  appearance  •,  and  fo  is  it  with 
all  other  things.  Now  the  People  bemg  fuper- 
ftitious  and  of  a  dull  apprehenfion,  not  know- 
ing how  this  happens,  fancy  that  the  Saints  ap- 
pear to  them. 

They  know  and  diftinguifh  them,  according  as 
they  are  painted  in  their  Churches :  For  Exam- 
ple, when  they  fee  the  Shadow  that  reprefents  a 
Cavalier,  they  fay  that  it  is  S.  George-,  for  the 
Copues,zs  well  as  the  other  People  ofthe 
reprefent  him  as  a  Man  on  Horfe-baek,  killing  a 
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Dragon.  When  they  fee  a  Woman  carrying  of 
an  Infant  in  her  Arms,  they  fay  that  it  is  the  blef- 
fed  Virgin,  becaufe  they  fee  her  thus  reprefented 
in  the  Pidures  of  their  Churches,  When  tftey 
fee  the  Shadow  of  a  M^n  pn  fpot  of  a  reddiih  co-> 
lour,  they  fay  that  it  is  S.  Menna^  Uecaufe  they 
paint  him  with  a  red  Habit.  They  diftihguiflxthe 
other  Saints  in  the  lame  manner.They  are  lb  mucH 
bewitchM  with  the  fancy  of  the  reality  of  thefe 
Apparitions,  that  if  any  Perfon  Ihould  offer  tg 
deny  it,  he  would  be  in  danger  tp  be  kjiock'd  pa 
the  head.' 

.  It  is  in  vaiii  to  inlWer  that  the  Shadows  that 
appear  in  this  Chappel  cannot  be  formed  by  the 
reflection  of  the  Objeds,  becaufe  the  Windows, 
through  which  they  come  in,  are  at  the  North- 
fide  of  the  Church  which  never  enjoys  the  Suur 
Ihine  ^  and  that  therefor^  they  be  true  and 
real  Apparitions. 

To  this  I  reply,  that  it  is  not  needful  that  the 
piurch  be  enlightenM  on  that  fide  \  but  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  that  the  Objeds  that  pafs  by  be  en- 
lightened. Now  if  the  Church  had  the  light  of 
the  Sun  on  that  fide,  the  brightnefs  of  the  light 
would  difcover  too  plainly  the  Shadows,  an4^ 
would  take  away  all  caufes  of  admiration. 

If  any  will  fay  that  fome  ingenious  Perfon  4- 
mongft  them  hath  Built  thisChappel,according  to 
the  Rules  of  the  Optick  Art>  to  deceive  the  Pep- 
pie  with  thefe  Apparitions  I  defire  him  to  take 
notice  that  tiiQCopties  are  fo  ignorant  that  they 
know  not  what  this  Art  is-  This  Chappel,  as 
the  other  Churches,  hath  b^eh  built  in  this  man- 
ner without  any  defign  to  cozen  the  Worlds, 
therefore  this  Refleaion,r  which  they  nape  Ap- 
a  paritipis 
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parition  of  the  Saints,  hath  been  difcover'd  i>y 
chance.  Experience  hath  taught  me  this  in  other , 
Chtrrches  which  have  not  been  builded  no more' 
than  this  to  deceive  the  World  with  vain  Appa- 
ritions.   I  have  taken  notice  .of  it  in  the  Churchy 
Bojfat  inojfara^  Where  I  was  on  the  13th  of  the: 
fame  Month,  in  the  company  of  fome  that 
were  going  to  Gemime.   There  I  faw  the  fame 
Shadows,  which  two  days  after  at  Gemianeyt^t^ 
€f^\\^di%.George^t\i^  Virgin  Mary  ^  zndS.Mema-^ 
fo  that  when  the  Copties  perceived  them  they  knew  ! 
not  what  to  fey.   By  this  we  may  judge,  that  this  1 
Church  hath  not  been  built  by  the  Optick  Rules  ! 
of  Art,  and  that  only  by  chance  thefe  Shadows 
have  appeared,  and  been  taken  notice  of. 

This  Apparition  continues  three  days  follow- 
ing in  which  time  there  isJuch  a  great  concourfe 
of  People,  that  one  is  ready  to  be  ftifled.  I  per- 
ceived that  they  did  call  every  Saint  according 
to  their  devotion  and  refped,  without  order,: 
And  when  they  faw  fome  Shadows  upon  the  Wall 
which  had  a  relation  with  thofe  Saints  that  are 
painted  in  their  Churches,  they  cry  out  for  joy^ 
in  their  Language,  Selamlak^  Kaddis  Filan*^  I  f^ 
lute  yon  0  Saint  N.  N.  To  this  they  add  an  Hymd 
proper  to  the  Saint,  and  Prayers,  tying  upon 
the  Wall  fome  little  crofTes  of  Wax.  Of  all  the 
Saints  that  their  Church  worihips,  I  have  heard 
none  called  upon  but  the  blefled  Virgin,  S.  Geor^i 
S.  Mennay  and  S.  Porter* 

On  this  Feftival  day  all  the  Arabians  there-t 
abouts  meet  here,  out  of  an  ancient  Cuftome,  to 
^  be  treated  for  three  days  with  the  Revenues  of 
this  Church :  When  1  was  there,  they  could  make 
up  near  five  hundred  Horfe,  and  five  hundred 
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Foot  The  Horfe-men  were  Armed  with  a  Lance 
the  Foot^men  with  a  Club  upon  their  Shoulders^ 
pointed  with  Iron. 

This  Cuftome  of  feeding  the  jirabiam  there- 
aboucs  is  very  ancient^  it  comes  from  their  pre- 
tending to  be  the  Lords  of  the  Country  roiind  a- 
bout  where  this  Church  is  buil^  and  therefore  for 
this  confideratipn  they  hinder  riot  the  Chriftians, 
as  they  are  able,  from  coming  to  this  Feftival. 

Therefore  the  Eptrofe,  or  Treafurer  of  the 
Church,  hath  care  to  provide  all  things  needful 
for  their  entertainment,  fie  kill'd  that  year 
feven  young  Cows,  two  every  day :  He  provided 
for  them  Rice^Bread,  and  Barly  for  their  battel : 
He  had  a  care  alfo  to  fend  for  Cooks,  and  all  Im- 
plements necelTary  for  a  Kitchin  ^  fo  that  the  A 
rahiam  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  here,  but  to  eat  and 
drink  and  divert  themfelves.  " 
^  Twice  every  every  day,  thefe  ArdUm  per^ 
wormed  their  War-like  Exercifes^  tofliew  their 
oily  humor,  and  to  give  fport  to  the  Aflemblye 
rhe  Horfe-men  played  at  Girit^  or  the  Dart^by 
:afting  it  to  pne  another,  riding  one  againft  ano- 
her  and  fencing  therewith  with  much  dexterity : 
rhe  Footmen  likewife  skirmifli'd  one  againft 
lother  very  pleafantly  with  their  great  Staves. 

The  third  day  of  this  Feltival  the  Ard)im$ 
lave  nothing  given  them  but  a  Dinner,  as  focMi 
IS  they  have  eaten  it  they  are  to  depart  ^  fo  that 
ft  wo  hours  after  any  of  them  w^s  found  there, 
nd  that  the  Lieutenant  hath  any  knowledge 
►f  himv  he  will  caufe  him  to  be  punifliM,  either 
>y  the  Purfe,or  a  Baftinado :  ib  that  none  have  li- 
•erty  to  ftay  there  that  day,  but  Chriftians  whom 
h^  Epitrope  tre^s  inthe  fame  manner  as  he  dQt4 
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I  was  one  of  the  chief  Perfons  invited,  the  Trea- 
ftirer  entertained  me  under  his  own  tent  with  an 
extraordinary  Banquet,  only  Wine  was  wanting 
and  Spoons,  Forks,  Knives  and  Napkins  were 
not  ufed :  The  Meat  was  to  be  torn  in  pieces  be- 
tween the  Fingers,  according  to  the  Cuftome  of 
the  Country.   Afterwards,  out  of  the  Tent,  a 
long  Skin  of  Leather  was  fpread  upon  the  ground 
for  the  ordinary  People,  where  they  were  very 
well  treated.   I  fhall  finifli  this  Relation  with  an 
advice  to  all  Frams  that  intend  to  fee  this  Fefti- 
vsl.   They  ought  to  take  the  fame  Way  as  we 
have  done,  becaufe  it  is  the  eafieft,  the  moft  com- 
modious^ and  the  lefs  dangerous.  Let  them  get  a 
good  Tent ,  for  there  are  no  Lodgings,  but  in  the 
open  Air :  Let  them  carry  Wine,  Strong- waters, 
Meat,  Hens,  Bread,  and  other  things  for  nou- 
rifhment  during  the  Feftival :  Let  them  alfo  car- 
ry with  them  the  Furniture  of  the  Table,  a  Car- 
pet, a  Cufliiontofitupon,  and  fome  Coverlets 
for  their  conveniency,  and  to  appear  handfom 
ly.   Waterand  Wood,  are  here  plenty:  There 
is  Fifh  alfo  to  be  fold  ^  for  the  Filher-men  of  Ni- 
Ins,  that  is  near  adjoining,  bring  hither  a  great 
deal.  I  was  provided  v/ith  all  thefe  things,there. 
fore  I  appeared  very  decently. 

There  is  here  no  danger  of  being  robb'd  foi 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  Bey  of  Mohelle  is  alfo  ai 
this  Feftival  with  a  good  Guard  of  Sfahws.U 
preventDiforderSiQoarrels^andRobberies  whicl 
might  happen  among  rude  and  barbarous  People 
So  that  in  this  place  one  may  be  with  as  much  fafet; 
as  at  Cairo  inaHoufe.  Upon  this  account  ther 
happened  a  pleafent  Accident  a  ^oov Arabian  hai 
€aken  from  a  Chriftian  a  handful  of  Barly  to  giv 
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it  to  his  Afs,  he  was  taken  upon  the  Faft :  The 
Chriftians  immediately  dragg'd  him  with  a  great 
noife,to  the  Beys  Lieutenant  to  have  him  punifhM : 
Whiles  they  were  leading  him  a  great  Tumult  of 
People  ran  to  fee  him    fome  upbraided  him  with 
his  boldnefs  and  impudency  to  fteal,  without  ap- 
prehending the  punifhment  of  the  Saints  that  ap- 
peared in  their  Church,  and  did  fo  many  great 
Miracles  ^  another  ask'd  him  whether  he  did 
not  fear  that  God  would  punifli  him  ?  At  which 
words  he  anfwer'd,  Ane  Baanfrahbene )  that  is, 
What  J  do  Jkriovp  that  there  is  a  God  I  or,  /  k^ow  not 
what  is  God.   This  caufed  me  to  wonder,  both  at 
the  Copties  fettled  perfwafion  of  the  real  Appa- 
rition of  their  Saints,  and  at  the  ignorance  of 
the  Arabians^  feeing  that  fpme  of  them  know  not 
that  there  is  a  God.    At  laft  this  Wretch  was 
hut  up  in  a  Cage,  and  I  know  not  what  happened 
:o  him  afterwards. 

It  is  time  to  prepare  to  depart  when  the  Com- 
pany withcjraws  it  felf ;  and  if  one  defires  tore^ 
urn  to  Cairoh^  another  way,  pae  may  go  by  Land 
Q  Brnllosy  and  frooi  thence  to  Rofetta  ^  by  this 
neans  one  may  go  through  the  lower  part  of 
Oelta :  a  curious  Journy  which  I  ne  ver  heard  that 
ny  Franc  hath  made.  But  in  caf-  any  danger  is 
ikely  to  be  in  this  way,  one  may  go  from  Gemiane 
0  Great  Mohelle,  where  the  ways  are  full  of  Peo- 
fe-,  and  from  thence  one  may  go  by  Land  to 
Uiro^  and  fee  all  the  Antiquities  that  be  in  Mo^ 
f&  and  all  along  the  way. 

1  went  away  on  Wednefday  morning  when  eve-r 
yonewasdepartijig,  and  returned  to  Cairo  the 
ime^way  that  I  came,  bccaufe  the  other  ways 
?em'd  to  be  dangerous.   I  arrived  at  Cairatht 
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2oth  of  the  fame  Month,  eleven  days  after  my  \ 
departure. 

The  Reprefentation  of  this  Church  is  in  the' 
Cabinet  of  Monfieur  C. 

Onthe  27th  of  I  went  to  vifit.the  Patri- 
areh  of  the  Coptiesy  called  Mmllim  Mattaos^  or 
Matter  Matthew,  whom  I  had  feen  in  my  firft  Voy4 
age.  I  intreated  him  to  give  me  a  Letter  to  re- 
commend me  to  the  Monafteries  of  S^Lint  MacarU 
fif^jwhither  I  intended  to  go,  which  he  granted  me 
very  willingly. 

The  30th  of  this  Month  a  Bey  of  Conjlan- 
iimpie  arrived  at  Cairo^  bound  for  the  Iflajad  of 
SnaqHen-y  fcituated  in  the  Red-Sea^  where  he  was 
to  Govern  as  Pacha. 

At  the  fame  time  came  Bon  Pictro,  an  Jihyjfiiiy 
whom  I  had  known  at and  who  hadgivejji| 
me  the  Manufcripts  of  theSynods,  and  the  Old 
Teftament  written  in  the  Ethiopian  Language. 
He,and  another  of  the  fameNation  mmtdPeter  of 
Conftantinofley  went  with  this  Tacha,\i\t\i  an  ini 
tention  to  get  into  their  own  Country.  I  heard 
ipme  time  after  that  this  Pietro  was  become  a 
Mahometan '^t  SueSf  toefcapethe  Fire  unto  wbicJti 
he  was  condemned  for  ftriking  a  M?(?r. 


O N  Monday  the  laft  of  May,  I  went  but 
Cairo  deligned  for  Rofetta^mth  the  lairi^i 
Leonard  who  had  been  with  me  at  Gemianef  and| 
a  Nubian  Slave  that  I  had.  I  went  thithe  r  on  piir-l 
jDofe  to  fpend  there  the  time  of  the  violent  heatsi; 
which  are  not  fo  fierce  in  that  City  as  at  Cairo\ 
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as  alio  to  fee  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Nilus  at 
that  City,  and  tofatisfie  a  doubt  that  I  hadabouc 
the  Water,  of  Maadle  for  1  knew  not  whether 
it  wasaGuIph,  or  a  Mouth  of  the  River  Nilm. 
with  an  intention  from  thence  to  go  to  AUxm- 
dria  to  fee  its  Curiofities. 

We  were  four  days  going  fiomCairotjQllvfena^'^ 
an  extraordinary  long  time,  becaufe  the  wiisids 
Maltamy  ot  ^-5«€/?r^/^,  that  blow  againftc  i;()o|^ 
that  go  down  the  River^oppofed  our  Voyage. 

The  moft:  remarkable  Towns  in  this  way  are, 
Fuvay  Sindim^  Teirut,  Mot^hljj,  znd  Tj^^.i^y^ 
the  River  fide,  '  H',^ 

Fuvaj  called  by  the  Greeks  MeteUsj  and'inthe 
CoptiesDidiiomvY  MeJfU,  is  a  very  ancient,  greai:, 
and  confiderable  Town,  fcituated  upon  the  Eafl- 
fide  of  Niks,  feven  hours-  travelling,  from  Ra- 
fitta.  Its  Territory  is  very  delightful,  becaufe  of 
the  pleafant  Fields  and  Gardens  round  aboiit^ 
It  bears  Fruits  that  are  much  efteem'd  ia  all;  E- 

Geziret  iJdah^bj  or  the  JJlandgf  Gold,  is.  over 
againfl:  this  City. 

Heretofore  the  River  was  fo  deep  from  the 
Mouthas  far  as  this  Tgw%  that  great  Barques 
leaden  were  able  to  fail  hither*,  at  that  times  the 
Gtiftom-houfe  was  kept  here-  But  in  time  the 
River  becoming  Here  fo  fhallpw  that  the  Barques 
being  notable  to  come  fo  far,  the  Cuftom-Iioiu^fe 
hath  been  fin^e  eftablifh'd  at^^ajtfif^,  where  it  con= 
tinues  yet.    ;  ^  ;  ,  ; . 

Stndim  and  Teirnt  are  two  other  Towns. fcitii- 
'  ated  upon  the  Banks  of  Mlus  over  againff  one.  a* 
nother^  as  are  alfo  Matubis  and  Tfim. :  thefij-ft 
Hands  on  the  Eaft-iidCy  the  others  on  thQ^'Wejl- 
fide.  .  H  4  Ac 
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At  Rofetta  I  lodged  with  Monfieur  Reynaudj 
Vice-Conrul  of  tHe  French  in  this  City  ^  he  is  a 
very  honefl;  Man :  He  imployed  all  his  credit  to 
procure  jne  the  fight  of  the  Curiofities  round  a- 
bout. 

For  the  information  of  all  European  Travel-  j 
lers,  I  have  taken  notice  that  of  late  there  is  a  \ 
Carrier  fet  up  at  Rofetta^  who  goes  by  Land  to 
Damietta,  when  any  defires  to  travel  that  way, 
which  conveniency  was  not  formerly  •  for  when 
any  intended  that  Journey,  he  was  to  run  many 
hazards  and  inconveniences.  I  had  firft  defign'd 
to  go  thither,  butinfteadof  that  Journey  I  went 
to  vifit  the  Monafteries  of  theDefart  of  S.  Afa^ 
cmnsy  where  I  expeded  more  fatisfaftion. 
'  1  have  long  doubted  whether  the  Waters  of 
MaadU^  or  the  Pool,  that  is  half-way  between 
Rofetta^nA  Alexandria  was  a  Branch  of  Ntlus^  or 
clfe  a  Gulph  of  the  Sea.  In  another  Relation  of 
Egypt  which  I  Printed  in  Italian  Paris  in  the 
Year  167 1.  I  have  faid  that  it  was  a  Branch  of 
NHhs  i  but  fince  I  have  underftood  the  truth  that 
it  was  nothing  but  a  Gulph,  or  Pool :  for,  i.  Its 
Waters  are  very  fait  as  far  as  Etknj  its  uttermoft 
bounds ;  which  Town,  as  I  conceive,  is  the  fame 
with  Motuhis.  2.  This  Water  comes  not  from 
NHhSj  neither  hath  any  Correipondency  with  this 
River.  True  it  is,  when  iV/7«/ overflows  it  be- 
comes fweeter,  becaufe  of  the  mixture  oftheRi- 
ver's-water  with  the  Water  of  this  Gulph.  It  re 
tains  this  fweetnefs  about  two  Months,  until  M- 
lns  leaves  the  Fields  and  as  foon  as  the  Tramon- 
ianej  or  Wefterly  Wind  blows,  the  Waters  of  this 
Pool  return  to  their  wonted  faltnefs  and  acri- 
mony. 
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The  loth  of  June  I  went  to  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  Niks^  about  an  hours  failing  fmmKofettay 
to  take  the  Defcription  of  it^ 

1  took  notice  that  iV/7//j  hath  theretwo  Bran- 
ches, or  Mouths,  though  they  be  reckoned  but 
one.  That  which  runs  into  the  Sea  towards  the 
Eafiy  and  is  called  the  Eafierly  Month  ^  and  that 
whieh  runs  into  the  Sea  towards  the  Wefi,  and  is 
named  the  Weflerly  Mouth.  They  take  the  firfl:  to 
fail  to  Brnllos^  to  DamUttay  to  Seyda^  and  Con^ 
fiantinofky  &c.  and  by  this  laft  they  goto  ^/f^. 
mdria^  and  other  Weft  em  Parts.  This  feparati- 
on  proceeds  from  a  low  Ifland,  very  fmall,  which 
ftands  in  the  piifldle  of  the  River  next  t9  the 
Sea.  ' 

The  Mouth  of  Ntlus  next  to  this  City,  is  Guard- 
ed with  twoCaftks^  one  ftands  at  the  £^/?-fide 
of  the  River,  and  the  other  at  the  Weft.  That 
which  is  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  from  is 
fquare,  enccmpaffed  about  with  ftrong  Walls, 
built  accordihg  to  the  old  M6del,  having  four 
Towers.  In  the  middle  is  a  high  Dungeon  to  re- 
treat atlaft.  One  hundred  fourfcore  and  four 
Jamjfaries  are  there  in  Garifon.  They  lye  every 
Night  in  the  Garifon/ but  in  the  Day-time  thty 
have  liberty  to  go  into  the  City  to  work  for  thtk 
living.  It  is  furnifh'd  with  threcfcoreand  four- 
teen Piecesof  Cannon,  feven  are  of  an  extraordi- 
nary bignefs.  the  J^a  that  Commanded  here 
in  chief,  was  a  Sf  anifh  Renegado. 

The  other  Caftle  is  but  a  Mvfqpie,  before  it 
ftands  feven  Pieces  of  Artillery  on  the  Ground: 
Here  Commands  alfo  an  u4ga  over  a  Company  of 
Moors^  who  examine  all  that  go  in,  or  out  of  the 
Cicy.   When  I  attempted  to  go  out,  they  came 

to 
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to  my  Boat  and  obliged  me  to  return  into  the  Ci- 
ty again,  |hough  the  Jmiffary  that  was  With  me, 
and  well  acquainted  with  them,  offered  to  anfwer 
for  me.  They  treated  me  in  this  manner /or  fear 
of  a  Pirat  of  Malta  that  failed  before  the  Ha- 
ven at  that  time  ^  they  were  afraid  that  I  had 
fome  intelligence  with  him,  to  give  him  notice  of 
fome  Ships  that  were  ready  to  fct  fail  loaden  from 
Rojetta :  Neverthelefs  1  had  another  opportunityf 
to  take  the  Defcription  of  this  Mouth  alfo*  It  iis 
now  in  the  Clofet  of  that  Perfon  of  Quality  who 
hath  the  others. 


A  Jour^y  hy  Land  from  Rofetta  to  Alex-^ 
andria. 

THE  14th  of  June  I  went,  in  the  Evening, 
from  Rofetta  towards  Alexandria^  with  a 
Moor  recommended  to  me  by  the  French  Vice- 
Conful  of  this  City :  We  had  two  Mules  to  car- 
ry us,  for  which  I  paid  feventeen  Adeidins  for  the 
whole  Journy. 

About  Midnight  we  came  to  the  VVater,named 
by  the  Moors  Maadie^  After  a  little  ftay  in  the 
Han^  or  publick  Inn,  we  proceeded  on  in  our 
Journey  in  a  Moon-fliining  Night  towards  Alex^ 
andria^  where  we  arriv'd  the  next  day  about 
eight  or  nine  a  Clock.  From  Rofetta  to  Alexan^- 
dria  there  is  ten  hours  travelling  for  a  Horfe- 
man  the  moll  part  of  the  way  is  along  the  Sea- 
Coaft^  fothat  theBeafts  have  a  long  way  their 
Feet  in  Water. 

The  Country  is  foeven,  that  there  is  no  trou- 
ble for  Travellers    and  unlefs  it  be  the  Hm^ 
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in  the  Mid^way,  there  is  ncith<br  Village,  nor 
Tree,  nor  Grafs  to  be  feen :  1 1  i  s  nothing  but  a 
|)lain  Champain  of  Sgnd,  altogether  unfruitful. 

Every  Franc  is  bound  to  pay,  at  the  entrance 
into  Alexandria^  at  the  Gate  of  Rofetta^  three 
Varans  half  to  the  Beduins^  Qr  Boemiem^  and 
half  to  the  J anijfaries J  becaufethey  are  there  up- 
on the  Guard. 

At  ray  firft  arrival  at  ArWm,  on  the  ijth 
of  the  fame  Month,  I  went  to  faliite  Monfieur 
Lanrensj  Vite-Conful  in  this  City  for  the  French 
who  expreft  a  gre§t  deal  of  civility  to  me,  r^nd 
offered  me  his  Table  and  a  Chamber  in  his  Houfe 
but  in  regard  I  was  recommended  by  Monfieur 
Broujfonj  the  Faftor  of  the  Levant  Company,  to 
Monlieur  ^his  intimate  Friendjand  Fadoi' 

there,  and  in  regard  he  had  a  convenient  Lodg- 
ing which  he  bffer'd  me,  to  content  them  both  I 
lodgM  with  Mon^xtm  Sabateryy  and  made  ul^^f 
the  Vice-Confurs  Table  all  the  time  I  ftaid  A- 
lexandria.  : 

I  went  next  to  vifit  an  intimate  Friend,  with 
whom  I  had  an  acquaintance  in  my  firfl;  Voyage  to 
Egypt :^  he  was  called  Komos  Jem^  Arch-Prieffi 
ot  the  Church  of  S.  Marh^  oi  tht  Coptics :  He  is 
an  underftanding,  and  an  honeft  Man,  and  hath 
inforriied  me  much  concerning  the  affairs  of 

I  underftood  from  the  French  Merchants  df 
this  City,  that  their  Fondego  hzth  been  built  by 
the  Grand  Seignihrs  Order  for  their  Lodging  ^ 
and  fince  their  eftablifhment  in  this  City  the  Tnrkz 
ijli  EntperoHrs  were  wont  to  pay  to  the  French 
Confuls  ever  Year  two  hiindred  Crowns  for  the 
Reparations  bf  thisHoufc,  but  of  late  they  don't 

fee 
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fee  this  Money  :  The  caufe  is  not  well  known. 

On  the  i6th  of  this  Month  I  went  to  a  Jtvos 
Houfe,  with  an  intention  to  buy  of  him  a  curious 
Hieroglyphick  Stone  that  ft  and  s  at  the  Threfhold 
of  his  Door.  It  is  about  an  EH  ^nd  a^haif  long, 
and  about  a  Foot  broad,  of  a  Marble  colour  ^ 
upon  which  are  graven  three  lines  of  Hiero- 
glyphick Letters  in  very  fmall  Charadlers^ 
which  are  to  be  read  from  the  left  hand  to  the 
right. 

This  Stone  was  defiredby  Monfieur  Thevmtf 
who  endeavoured  to  buy  it,  he  offered,  as  I  was 
told,  thirty  Fiaflers  to  this  Jew  for  it  ,  but  the 
other  ask'd  an  hundred. 

All  the  People  of  the  Levamh^^Q  this  foolijfh 
Cuftome  to  raifethe  Price  of  their  Commodi- 
ties J  when  they  fee  that  a  Fraric  defires  any  thing, 
though  it  were  but  a  trifle,  the  others  defire  makes 
them  think  it  to  be  unvaluable  ^  they  prize  it 
therefore  at  fuch  a  rate  that  none  dare  meddle 
with  it :  They  are  fo  fimple  to  fufFer  the  Commo- 
dity to  lie  upon  their  Hands  and  fpoilj  rather  than 
to  fell  it  to  a  Fram  at  the  fame  rate  that  they 
would  give  it  to  a  Man  of  the  Levant. 
Neverthelefs  I  expeded  that  the  J^w  had  chang'd 
his  mind  fince  that  time ;  I  offerM  him  the  fame 
Price  that  this  Fr^nc  had  offerM  before :  but 
when  I  faw  that  my  offer  renderM  him  more 
proud,  refotved  in  his  firft  demand,  1  never  trou- 
bled him  afterwards. 

The  Lodgings  of  the  feventy  Interpreters,  who 
Tranflated  the  Hebrew  Bible  into  Greek^^  are  yet 
ftanding  in  this  City,  almoft  entire,  with  the 
Clofets  where  they  performed  their  Work.  The 
T urki  have  made  a  Mof^ne  there,  which  they  name 
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Giamailgarbie^  or  the  Mofque  of  the  Levant.  It 
is  to  be  feen  with  Money :  Monfieur  5n^f  .chief  In- 
terpreter of  the  French  Confui  of  Cairo^  hath 
gone  in. 

The  ipth  of  Jmcj  being  Saturday^  I  went  to 
fee  the  Salt-pits  of  the  Grand  Seignior ^  which  are 
out  of  the  City  near  the  Calitz.  or  Channel  o  f  Cleo^ 
patra,  from  whence  they  have  their  Frefh-water 
when  the  River  runs  over  the  Banks,  and  near  the 
Garden  of  a  Moor  often  vifited  by  the  French  Mer- 
chants, which  is  caird  Gheit  il  chavagie,  or  the 
Merchants  Garden.  • 

In  thefe  Salt-pits  I  have  taken  notice  of  two 
thingf  very  remarkable :  Firft,  that  the  Water  of 
NUhsj  the  fweeteft  Water  and  the  freflieft  ip  the 
World ,  makes  a  Salt,  not  only  wh  iter  than  ordi- 
nary, but  very  excellent.  Secondly,  that  this  Salt 
hath  the  tafte  of  Violets. 

They  that  have  the  care  of  thdfe  Salt-pits  caule 
a  certain  quantity  of  the  River-water  to  run  into 
the  Salt-pits  5  and  four  or  five  days  after  ths 
Water  is  turn'd  into  a  Salt  the  moft  beautiful  to 
the  Eye,  afterwards  they  carry  it  in  Baskets  to 
dry  in  the  Sun  ^  theri  it  is  fit  to  be  Ibid. 

Salt  is  alfo  to  be  made  of  the  Lake  Sebaka^  na- 
med by  the  ancient  Latins^  Pains  Mareotis,  which 
is  at  thcSoHtMidQ  of  this  City  ^  but  its  W#teris 
naturally  fait,  and  its  Salt  is  bitter  when  it  is 
made,^  therefore  they  negleft  it. 

This  Lake  proceeds  from  the  River  Nilns 
when  it  overflows  the  Waters  there  continue, 
becaufe  they  have  no  palTage  out.  It  is  not  very 
deep,  but  fo  large  that  from  one  fide  one  cannot 
well  fee  the  other. 

The  Coptiefof  Alexandria^  have  in  their  Church 

of 


of  S.  ^ark^y  a  Pidure  of  the  Arch^Angel  S.  Mpr? 
chael^  drawn  by  S.  l^nke^  as  report  goes. 

Monfieur  Litcafole^  Chancellor  of  the  French 
Nation  in  this  City,  told  me  that  the  Venetians 
had  carried  av^ay  this  Pidure  fome  time  fince, 
and  faird  with  it  five  times  ouj:  of  the  Haven,but 
could  not  proceed  on  in  their  Voyage,  becaufe 
they  were  ftopc  by  an  invifible  Hand  every  time 
that  they  intended  to  fail  away,  and  could  never 
depart  till  they  had  carried  back  the  Pidure. 

The  report  of  this  Wonder  being  fpread  a- 
broad  in  the  City  the  Bedumsy  pr  Boemi^ns  a$ 
we  call  them>  took  arefolution  fecretly  to  fteal 
it  away  and  fell  it  to  the  Francs :  AccoreKngly, 
when  they  had  broken  open  the  Doors  of  the 
Church  and  pulled  it  down  from  the  place  where 
it  flood,  they  could  not  poffibly  get  out  with  it 
fo  that  they  were  ^Ub  forcM  to  put  it  up  again  in 
its  place  as  the  ^i^-;7ef/^«x  had  done  before, where 
it  remains  ftill,  I  have  feen  it. 

Monfieur  Lucafole  told  me  that  this  is  very  true, 
and  that  he  himfelf  wasthen  at  ^/^^Wr/^. 

I  have  read  fomething  concerning  the  Waters  1 
of  the  Cifterns  of  Alexarrdriaj  in  the  Book  of  | 
Monfieur  de  la  Ch.  that  treats  of  the  overflowing 
of  the  River  Nilm :  That  they  become  fait  about 
the  Months  of  April  and  May  and  that  in  the 
Night  that  the  fruitful  Dew  falls  they  return  to 
their  former  fweetnefs,  and  increafe  befides  with 
the  Waters  of  the  River. 

I  (hall  not  offer  to  deny  flatly  a  thing  that  may 
be  true,  and  which  Monfieur  .gz/r^mV?!,  cited  by 
Monfieur  de  la  Ch.  faith  hath  been  obferv'd  by 
feveral  Perfons :  But  I  dare  fay  that  in  two  feveral 
Voyages  into  JE^f^,  and  during  my.  long  abode 

at 
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at  Alexandria  in  feveral  feafons  of  the  Year- 
though  I  have  obferv'd,  as  exaftlyas  I  could,  all 
^things,  I  never  heard  that  the  Waters  of  thefe 
Oifterns  did  become  fait,  or  that  they  did  in- 
creafe  with  the  Waters  of  thej|iver,  or  that 
they  did  recover  their  former  frefflRfs  and  fweet- 
nefs :  I  have  neverthelefs  wondred  a  little  to  tafte 
them  fomewhat  falt/o  that  they  feem  not  to  come 
from  fo  frefh  a  River. 

This  quality  proceeds  fr<>m  the  nitrous  Earth, 
which  may  be  known  by  this  Experiment  if  a 
piece  of  Earth  about  Alexandria  be  put  in  the 
hot  Sun,  it  will  become  white  as  Snow  on  that  fide 
that  is  towards  the  Sun. 


Of  the  Pillar  of  Ponapey,  and  of  the  Caves 
that  are  near  Alexandria^  mt  far  from  it. 

THE  2  lit  of  Jhtu  I  went  to  fee  the  Pillar  of 
Pmpey,  and  other  Rarities  thereabouts,  in 
the  company  of  Monfieur  TrmUard^  theElder^ 
a  Frerwh  Merchant,  and  of  the  Janijfary  that 
belongs  to  the  Vice^Confiil.  We  went  out  at 
the  Gate  called  S/i^  ijfidr^  where  this  Pillar  ftands 
upon  a  little  Hill  towards  the  5i?^f/7. 

When  I  drew  near,  I  took  notice  that  it  lean'd 
ononefide^  whereas  eight  years  before  it  ftood 
very  ftreight^when  I  faw  it.  The  caufe  of  this  are 
the  ArM^tansy  who  out  of  a  perfwafion  of  Ibnse 
gr^at  Treafurdiid  under,have  digged  and  under- 
jninM  it,and  have  drawn  out  of  itsFoundation  ma- 
ny great  heaps  ofStones  that  held  it  up  uhis  cauf- 
€th  It  to  lean  a  little  on  that  lide.  They  had  over- 
thrown it,  had  they  not  found  at  the  bottom 

Stones 


Stones  of  a  fearful  bignefs,  and  fp  great  that 
neither  they  nor  any  body  elfe  was  able  to  draw 

them  out.  >  .  •  r^-, 

The  Defcription  and  Dimenfions  Of  this  Pil- 
lar are  found  i^he  Book  of  Monfieur  thevemt  i 
Therefore  I  fa'Pio  more  of  it  here,  becaufe  Iwill 
not  ftufF  this  Book  with  ordinary  things,  menti- 
oned before  in  other  Travels. 

After  we  had  well  viewed  this  Pillar,  we, 
march'd  along  the  Calit!^,  as  far  as  the  place  that 
is  over  againft  the  City  Walls,  to  obferve  the 
Palfage  of  the  Waters-   We  went  with  this  de- 
fign  on  the  other  fide  oUh^  Cditz.,  over  the  lit- 
tle Bridge  that  is  near  it :  When  we  (;ame  to  the 
little  Arches  that  are  under  the  Walls,  through 
which  the  River  enters  into  the  City,  we  made 
our  obfervations,  and  took  next  the  way  th^ 
leads  to  the  Caves  that  are  in  the  Fields  at  Wefi^ 
South  Wefi  o{  the  Gate  out  of  which  we  came", 
and  about  a  quarter  of  a  League,  in  our  way  to- 
wards the  Lake  Sebaca,  we  came  to  the  Caves  y 
having  left  at  Weft-North-Wefi  a  Mofque^xn  a  plain 
Field,  where  was  buried  a  certain  Scfofc*  ot  the 
Moor SyCzWtdi  Sidi  gams  ilgahhari. 

At  our  entrance  we  went  down  a  dozen  iteps 
into  a  very  large  Alley,  digg'd  in  the  Rock,  but 
open  a-top-,  it  may  be  the  Vault  is  fallen  by 
length  of  time.  In  this  Alley  fe  fifteen  grest ; 
holes  cut  in  the  Rock,  in  the  fafhion  of  great 
Gates-,  fevenareon  the  right  hand,  and  eight 
on  the  left-,  through  which  Meto  enter  into  the 

We  went  into  four  with  our  Torches  lighted, 
our  Janiifary  before  ws",  we  found  round  about 
the  Walls  /in  the  firm  Rock,  from  the  top  to  the 
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bottom,  holes  cut  in  the  Rock  very  orderly  and 
of  a  length  and  breadth  fit  to  bold  a  Coffin :  Many 
*of  thefc  Caves  were  cut,  to  open  a  way  to  others. 
This  inconveniency  we  found  there,  they  were 
^almoft  allfilPd  up  with  Earth  and  Sand,  which 
'caufed  us  to  kneel  for  the  moft  part :  this  did  not 
hinder  us  from  taking  notice  of  that  which  was 
taoft  remarkable.  Whries  we  were  in  one,  at 
the  end  of  the  Alley,  one  of  bur  Comp^my  Per- 
ceived, with  the  light  of  his  Tapers,  that  one  of 
the  holes  open'd  a  palFage  to  another  Cave  ^  which 
caufed  us  to  fee  whether  there  was  not  there  any 
thing  worthy  of  dur  notice:  Though  the  ho!e 
was  but  fmali  and  narrow,  we  crept  in  upon  our 
Bellies  v^ith  our  lighted  Tapers  and  one  after 
another  we  came  to  the  other  fide,  where  we 
found  one  of  the  ftrangeft  and  moft  curious 
Caves  that  we  had  ever  feen :  It  was  greater, 
more  compleat,  and  cleaner  than  any  of  the  o^ 
thers  built  long  and  fqiiare,  and  well  Plaifter'd 
with  Lime  at  each  fid^  of  the  Wail,  which  is  the 
main  Rock,  there  are  three  ranks  of  holes,  like 
to  thofe  that  we  had  feen  in  the  former:  In  the 
longer  fides  were  fifteen  in  every  rank,piac'd 
one  a-top  of  the  other  in  all  they  were  forty- 
five.  The  two  ends^  or  fides,  that  were  Ihorteft, 
had  likewife  thi^ee  ranks,  and  three  holes  at  e- 
very  rank>  nine  in  alL  They  were  all  empty 
and  clean,  and  no  ill  fcent  in  all  the  Cave:,  un- 
Jefs  it  be  in  one  hole,  where  we  faw  the  Skeleton 
of  the  Body  of  a  Man  dried  up. 

I  conceive  that  the  Learned  may  doGre  my 
judgment  concerning  thefe  Caves  and  Holes,  and 
to  what  purpofe  they  were  msde.    To  this  I  an- 
fvver,  that  it  is  not  eaile  to  give  a  juft  account  of 
I  them ; 


114     €l9t  i^^efent  ^tate 

them ;  becaufe  Macriz^i^  who  hath  fpoken  of  all 
the  remarkable  things  of  Egyfh  makes  no  men-  j 
tion  of  thefe  Caves :  Neverthelefs  it  is  eafie  to  i 
befeen,  that  they  could  be  for  no  other  ufe,  but  to 
bury  and  place  the  dead-  This  may  be  gathered 
from  thefafhion  of  the  holes,  which  are  juft  as  ; 
long  as  high,  and  as  large  as  needs  muft  to  place  | 
a  Bier  or  Coffin;  befides,  all  the  other  Caves  ia  \ 
'Egyft  were  only  for  that  purpofe :  it  is  therefore  j 
very  probable  that  this  was  for  no  other  purpofe,  \ 
let  the  Reader  think  what  he  pleafeth  of  them. 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  they  may  have  ferv'd  the 
Chriftians  to  meet  together,  and  pray  God  infe-  ! 
cret,  for  fear  of  the  Heathens  that  perfecuted  j 
them.    I  find  this  Opinion  in  Seid  ihn  Patriky  a  j 
Patriarch  of  Alexandria-,  inhisHiftory,p.  399«  j 

The  Inhabitants  of  Alexandria  name  thefe  j 
Caves  the  5/^i^.or  the  Market-place  but  there  is  i 
no  likelihood  that  they  have  been  employed  for  I 
that  ufe,  ; 

The  Rock  in  which  they  are  cut,  is  much  eaten 
and  confum'd  by  time  ^  the  holes  are  likewife  , 
much  decayed,  chiefly  thofe  that  are  neareft  to 
the  Door,  and  in  the  open  air ;  They  receive  \ 
fome  light  from  above,through  little  fquare  hole$  j 
that  are  made  on  purpofe  in  the  Vaults. 

The  22th  I  went  round  the  City,  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  Walls  and  Tower s-  I  went  into  fix  ; 
of  the  chief;  The  firftisthat  which  is  neareft  to  I 
th.t  French  Fondego^  or  Fr^;?c/7  Houfe,  before  you 
come  to  Bab  il  achdar-,  or  the  green  Gate.  It  is 
round,  and  fupported  Within  with  three  ranks 
of  Pillars  of  red  Stone,  feven  in  every  one. 

Next  to  this  Tower,  we  went  to  the  Gate  of  j 
the  old  Haven,  which  at  prefcnt  is  walled  in,be-  | 

caufe  ! 
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caufethis  Haven  is  not  frequented  :  both  are  at  ^ 
the  Weft-^fiQQ  of  the  City.  From  this  Gate  we 
went  to  the  Mof^Hc  of  the  feventy,  called  Giama 
ilgarbie.  We  went  next  by  the  old  Caftle  of 
Uxandria^  named  Borg  Mnjlafha  Pachaj  which 
ferv'd  heretofore  to  guard  the  old  Haven-,  at 
prefcnt  there  are  three  hundred  Jmlfams  in  Ga- 
rifon. 

Till  then  we  walkM  always  towards  the 
but  when  we  had  Jleft  this  Caftle,  we  turn'd  to- 
wards  the  Eafl^  and  found  next  a  great  Tower  - 
where  we  got  upon  the  Platform,  not  by  any 
fteps,  but  by  a  large  way  made  floping  up. 

Next  to  this  Tower,  we  came  to  Bab  ijUdr^ 
out  of  which  ftands  the  Pillar  of  To?mey :  From 
thence  we  went  to  another,  called  Bab  irrafcldy  or 
the  Gate  of  Rofetta,  aloqg  the  Wall$  of  the  City. 
I  went  out  of  the  City,  alone  with  the  Jamfary, 
to  fee  where  the  Khtr NUhs  goes  into  theChannel 
which  anfwers  to  the  Cifterns  of  Jlexandria, 
which  I  lhall  defcribe  hereafter.  ' 

When  I  had  fully  viewed  that  which  I  deHred 
I  returned  into  the  Town  to  my  company^  that 
waited  for  me  in  the  fhade  ^  and  all  together  we 
walk'd  to  the  Tower  qf  the  Indians^  fo  called, 
becaufe  of  late  there  lodges  fome  Indian  Pil- 
grims. We  went  into  it,  and  found  its  mabe  ve- 
ry admirable. 

We  went  next  to  the  Tower  of  the  old  Cu- 
ftom-houfe,  ovDonam'^  fonam'd,  becaufe  when 
the  Sea  came  to  the  Walls  of  the  City  on  that 
lide,theStore-houfes  of  the  Cuftoms  were  there : 
But  fince  the  Sea  is  gone  from  thence,  the  Gate 
IS  fliut,  and  the  Cuftom^houfe  is  eftablilhM  and 
fettled  in  another  place. 

I  z  This 
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This  Tower  is  very  big,  fupported  within 
with  four  ranks  of  Pillars  of  red  Stone.  Here 
are  many  Rooms  fit  for  ftores,  for  lodgings,  and 
to  put  Salt  iti^  though  much  of  it  is  now  ruinated^ 
This  was  the  lafi:  Tower  that  We  faw  in  our 
Walk^  which  continued  four  hours,  reckoning 
the  time  that  we  fpent  in  viewing  the  Walls,  and 
climbing  up  to  the  Towers.^^' 

I  return  at  prefent  to  the  Channel,  by  which 
the  Cifterns  are  furnifliM  with. Water. 

It  is  out  of  the  Gate  of  Rofettay  about  fix  Foot  I 
high,  vaulted  in  the  infide,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
Mile  from  the  City :  It  joins  to  the  CaUtz.  of  Cleo^ 
fatrajth^t  furnifhes  it  with  Water  from  the  Ri- 
ver NHhs  from  thence  the  Water  runs  to  the 
Walls,  where  it  meets  with  another  Conduit  not 
far  from  this  Gate  *,  which  Conduit,  or  Channel, 
is  made  fo  ingenioufly,  that  it  furnifhcs  all  the 
Cifterns  of  the  City  with  Water. 

We  muft  alfo  take  notice,  that  though  the 
Mouth  of  this  Channel  is  as  high  as  the  reft,  al- 
moft  the  two  thirds  are  wallM  from  the  top  to 
the  bottom ;  fo  that  there  remains  but  a  fmall 
hole  where  the  Waters  of  the  Calitz.  flow  in,  as 
through  a  Window.  And  becaufe  they  are  very 
fait  the  firft  three  days,  and  they  would  fill  the 
Cifterns  with  flime  and  filth,  if  the  Water  did 
enter  in  at  that  time  freely  :  To  prevent  this  in- 
conveniency,  they  that  have  the  care  of  the  Wa- 
ter ftop  this  hole,  and  leave  it  fo  three  days  *, 
which  being  ended,  they  go  to  the  entry  of  the 
Channel,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  People,  to  un- 
ftop  the  hole,  and  let  in  the  Water  to  fill  the 
Cifterns.  This  day  is  a  day  of  great  rejoicing 
all  over  the  City. 
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The  City  ofjiUxandria  bath  fix  Gates :  three 
3re  open,  namely  that  towards  the  SmtL  called 
Bab  iff;  that  which  is  at  the£^7?,  named  Bab 
*rrafad,  ox  fhe  GateofRefeua;  that  which  looks 
to  the  North  Eafi,  and  is  named  the  Sea-Gate. 

lur  l^^  f^^^  ^^^^  are,  that  of  the 

ojd  Cuftom-houfe^  the  green  Gate,  called  by  the 
^rabs,  Bab  tl  achdar;  and  that  of  the  old  Ha- 

Veil* 

Icannot  politively  affirm  whether  the  Walls 
and  the  Gates  that  are  now  there,  be  thofe  that 
th^^^^^^t/^'''"''^'°^^^"i^^^d,  orwhe- 

XJn  rS  ^^^^  'h^"^-  I  if"ag^n  that 
the  Cal,fs  have  erefted  them,  and'not  Alexan- 
der ;  (though  many  Travellers  are  of  a  contrary 
opinion.)  Becaufe  there  is  no  CFr^.^Infcriptions 
to  be  feen,  but  all  Arak.  Some  are  written  in 
jtrange  Charaders,  others  in  the  ordinary  Ara- 
CharaOer.  Thefe  Infcriptions  fpLk  of 
cne  CaUff  and  Year  when  they  were  buiided,  or 

tatotl.  '^^^"S  ^'gf^^^^^^  there 

nlcr  ptions  were  graven,  and  the  Letters  arti- 

,uun  nor  read  them.   2.  The  manner  of  their 

W  ?^'^sof  p,V.,  which  were  the  work  of 
he  Caltffs^  whohavebeen  there  many  Agcsafcer 
Alexander  the  Great. 

alld'r/' u  u"'^''''^"  ^/.Wr.^-  the  one 
ailed  the  old  Haven,  where  Ships  enter  in 

utto  fecure  the  VelTels  that  fail  from  the  £ 
eml'  bad  Weather  obli^is 

em  to  feek  for  Ihelter.    The  other  is  called 
le  new  Haven-,   there  all  the  Ships  arrive, 
^  3  and 
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and  where  they  now  caft  Anchor. 

The  Trade  of  the  French  Merchants  in  thi^ 
City,  is  the  greateft  that  they  have  in  all  the 
jRaftern  Parts for  there  is  no  place  in  THrkie 
where  fo  many  French  Ships  come  as  into  this  Ha- 
ven from  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1672,  to 
the  Month  of  Jme^  there  was  no  lefs  than  mne- 
teen  French  Ships  that  came  hither  and  m  the 
Month  of  June  I  reckoned  fourteen. 

This  is  a  confiderable  number,  but  not  to  be 
comparM  with  the  number  of  Veflels  that  fre- 
quented this  Haven  heretofore:  For  Monfieur 
LHcafole,  that  did  the  Office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  French  Nation,  told  me  that  he  remembers 
that  there  have  been  ?it  Alexandria  in  one  Year, 
ninety-four  Frew/?  Ships. 

Seeing  that  I  am  fpeaking  of  the  French  Trade 
in  Eoy^h  Ifhall  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Mer- 
chants, give  here  an  exad  account  of  all  the  Com- 
modities that  are  carried  from  Egyft  into  Bwro^Cy 
•whether  it  be  by  the  way  of  Marfetlles^  or  by  that 
x>^LegornyOxh^  Venice^  with  their  ordinary  Price 
in  the  Year  1675.  . 

The  Commodities  that  are  ordmanly  carried 
but  of  Fgyft  into  Europe^  are, 

Gums. 

As  of  Benjoinj  whereof  no  Rotols  coft  7S. 

Bdellion,  whereof  the  colls  50  Ptafters. 

Jrabk,  whereof  133,  i-  third  of  the  Rotols  ot , 
Cairo  cofl  6  Ahnhelhs^ 

Adraganty  whereof  the  Smntdof  no  Rotols 
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Lacky  whereof  the  Quintal  of  1 1  o  Rotols  coils 
15  Piaflers. 

Turkk^j  whereof  130  Rotols  coft  9  Abukelbs. 
Myrrh  of  Ethiopiay  whereof  110  Rotols  coS:  40 
Tiafters. 

Frankimenfe  in  tears^  whereof  110  Rotols  colt 
12  Piafters. 
Storax. 

Juices. 

As  Aloe  Ckotritty  whereof  th.^  Qjiintal  ao^^  8 
Piafters. 

Called  EpMickji  whereof  150  Rotols  cofl:  28 
Piafters. 

Ofium^  whereof  the  Quint alo^  1 10  Rotols  cofts 
120  Piafters. 

Indig^  named  Serquisy  whereof  I30  Rotols 
coft 'JO  Piafters. 

Indigo  of  Bagdat  is  worth  nothing. 

Jndiao  oiBalluder  is  likewifc  worth  nothing. 

Cajjanad.^  whereof  the  Quimal  cofts  5  Piafters. 

Sugars  in  great  Loaves,  whereof  the  Quintal 
cofts  i6Pi^)?wandahaIf. 

In  little  Loaves,  whereof  the  cofts  16 

Piafters. 

Sugar-candy  cofts  28  Piafters. 

Sugar-foltani  cofts  28  Piafters. 

Sorbet^  whereof  the  Quintal  cofts  20  Piafters. 

Wood. 

As  Sandal-mod  cofts  3  i  Piafters^ 
Citron^mod  iofks  25  Piafters. 
Turbit^mod  cofts  30  Piafters. 
Ebene-med  cofts  4 1  Piafters. 
BrafiUvpood  Cofts  28  Piafters. 

I  4  Rinds 


Rinds  of  Trees* 

As  Cinamon of  Corich'h  whereof  1 50 Rotols coft 
6c  Piaflers^ 

Of  Malaharij  coft  25  Piajlers, 
Oi  Zeilam^coit  100  Piaficrs. 

Fruits  and.  Seeds. 

AsCaJfia^  cofts  20  Piafiers. 
Coco      Levant^  whereof  13  3,  and  one  thir4 
Kotols^  coft  2^  Piajiers, 

Coriander-feed,    whereof  the  Quintd  CoftS3. 

Piaflers. 

Coffee^  whereof  the  ^IntalcoQiS  2$  Piaflers. 
Dates  J  whereof  the  i^intal  cofts  iPMfters. 
MtraboUns  Kehns^  whereqf  1 50  Rotols  coft  2Q 

Piafters. 

Slrmmtd  Balkdr  I J  cqH  21  Pia(lers. 
Sir  named  C/m?/^  coft6P/^/m-,  but  are  worth 
nothing. 

Nmmegsy  whereof  no  Rotols  coft  200  Ahn- 

krlbs.  ^ 

Nuts  to  vomit ^  whereof  110  Rotols  coft  7  P^*<*- 

flers, 

Caxdamum^  whereof  the  Qmntal  of  1 39  Rotols 
cofts  1 40  Piajiers. 

Ben,  a  Fruit  of  the  Indies^  whereof  the  mea- 
fare  of  a  Rotol  cofts  7  Piafters  and  a  half 

Tamarindis,  ^hereof  i  \o Rotols co^i  i  ^Piaflers* 

Coloqainte^  whereof  i  Go  cofts  lO  Piafters. 

Fefper,   whereof  100  Rgtols  coft  22  Piafiers 
a  half  ». 

CloveS)  whereof  1 1  $  Rotols  cofts  2  5  Piafters, 

Herh: 
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Flax  comb'd,  whereof  the  J^imal  of  no 
pls  cofts  $Piafiers. 

FUx^  or  Hemp,  of  Memtf,  6  or  7  Tiafters. 

Flax^  or  Hemf^  of  Sqmnanti^  whereof  the 
Schvve  cofts  10  Piafiers. 

Black  f /^Ar,wh«:eof  the  Schive  cofts  10  Piafiers. 

Flaxy  or  Hemp)  ofFinmy  whereof  the  Schive 
cofts  8  Piafters'* 

Hmf  of  Ferfettj  feven  Piafiers  and  a  quarter- 

Htf;;^p  of  Ol^b  of  the  J^efantm, 

Sency  the  Quintal  cofts  40  Piafiers^ 

Flowers. 

As  Spikenard^  whereof  133^  i  3d  ofif<?t(?/j"Coft 
iZo  Piafiers. 

S^ronof  Nambrojia^  whereof  no  Rotols  coft 
12  Piafiers. 

Saffron oi  Saidy  cofts  6Piafi^ers^ 

Cotton  in  -R^we?,  or  Branches,  cofts  6  Piafiers.' 

Cotton  in  Thread,  cofts  20  Piafiers. 

Ordinary,  Qtton  cofts  10  Piafiers^ 

Roots^ 

As  HermodatSy  whereof  the  Q:mnt4l  of  i  ic 
Rotols  cofts  3  Piafiers. 

Ivoots  called  S^»^,  of  the  finer  fort,  coft  200 
Piafiers. 

GMgery  whereof  133,  i  3d  Rotols y  coft  25 
Piafiers. 

Cretqnart^  whereof  no  Rotols  zo^  15  Piaflers^ 

Rhubardy 


Ill  ^t^ttfmt^tdtt 

Rhuharby  whereof  thtRotolcoQiS  5  Fiafiers. 
Salfepareille^  whereof  110  Rotols  coft  200  Pia^ 

Teeth. 

As  fine  and  great  Elephants  Teeth,  iioRotoU 
coft  25  Piajlers. 

Wool. 

As  Wool  unwafh'd,  200  Rotols  Coft  6  Tiaflers. 
WafhM,  the  J^imal  coft s  i  o  Piafiers. 

Feathers. 

As  of  the  Anftrich  of  the  firft  and  fccond  fort^ 
whereof  the  Rotol  cofts  24  Piajiers. 

Of  the  Tails,  whereof  four  RcftSls  coft  24 
Piafiers. 

Of  the  black,  four  ^i>f(?//coft  the  feme  price. 
Sharpy  1100  coft  i  P^Vi/?^r  and  a  half. 
Of  the  Wings,  100  coft  6  Piafiers. 

Fifh  and  other  Sea  Commodities. 

As  the  Liz^ard  green^  1 100  coft  3  o  Piafiers. 

Shells,  whereof  1 100  coft  10  Piafiers. 
Salt.Fi[h^  200  clean  coft  25  Piafiers. 

Mommies. 

Whereof  the  !^imal  of  no  Rotols  cofts  2  Abu- 

kilbs. 

Salts^ 
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Salts. 

hsJrtnmacj  whereof  the  Quintal  o[  204 
Rotols  cofts  i6Tiafters. 

Nitevy  OT^kimot^Salt^Peeterj  Whereof  140 
Rotols dQZViyCofk  one  Piafter. 

Roch'AlHm^  whereof  the  Qnintaloi  139  Rotols 
cofts  9  Piafiers* 

Linen. 

Blue-^Lineny  the  Piece  containing  40  Els  of 
Cairo^  cofts  65  Meidins. 

Of  Alexandria  J  the  Piece  cofts  5  5  Meidins. 

Of  Menuf^  the  Piece  of  8  3  Els  cofts  80  Meidins. 

Great  Blue  of  Inbaby  the  Piece  of  30  Els  cofts 
150  Meidins > 

Little  Bine  of  Cairo^  the  Piece  of  1 2  Els  cofts  1 9 
Meidins. 

Of  Alexmdria^  the  Piece  cofts  14  Meidins. 
Qf  Coly  the  Piece  cofts  1^  Meidins. 
Painted^  cofts  60  Meidins. 
Battanones,  the  Piece  cofts  20  Meidins. 
MagrabineS'iYi\itxtoft\it  Piece  cofts  55  Meidins. 
Mejfaline^  whereof  the  Piece  cofts  80  Meidins. 
Lizarde^  whereof  the  Piece  cofts  120  Meidins^ 
^    Cambrafmej  whereof  the  Piece  cofts  5  Piafiers. 

Stufs. 

As  wrought  S^fjr  of  Cdro^  the  Piece  cofts  18 
Meidins. 

Of  Damietta^  between  25  and  28  Meidins. 
Of  Alexandria^  24  Meidins. 

Five 
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Fine  Girdles  of  coft  by  the  dozen,  u 

Ordinary  Girdles  by  the  dozen,  lo  Piafiers. 
Fine  Handkerchiefs^  at  1 8  to  the  Packet,  coft  24 
\Meidins, 

Ordinary  Handerchiefs^  of  the  fame  Number, 
12  Meidins. 

Other  ordinary  ones,  at  10  to  the  Packet,  coft 
loMeidins. 


Bladders.  , 
As  ^/^i^,  whereof  the  Dram  cofts  a  P/^/rjr. 
Carpets. 

As  fine  C^;f/^  by  the  Ell,  coft  about  2  P^'^tf^rj, 
or  one  and  a  half, 

Courfe  Carpet sy  coft  half  a  P/^/er  an  Ell. 

European  Commodities^  carried  and  fold  in 
-^Sypt^  ^ith  their  ordinary  price  ^  I  ^7  J. 

Minerals.' 

.  As  ji^arickji  whereof  the  OcK  or  400  Drams  J 
IS  worth  a  P/^/^^,  1 

White  >4r/>w)^  whereof  the  of  1251 

Rotols  is  worth  9  Piafiers. 

Yellow  Arfenick^is  worth  14  Piafiers. 

jirchifhj  whereof  150  /?(7r^/j  are  worth  8 
Piafiers. 

Orpiment,  the  Cheft,  or  Box,  is  worth  25 
Ptafiers. 

Anti' 
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Antimony  is  worth  by  the  Quint al^  200  Piafiers. 
Sublimated^  one  Rotolis  vfoxth  z  Piafler  and  a 
half. 

Qnickcpkeri  loi  RotolsZX^V^Olth  xooPiafiers. 
Vitriolhy  the Qnintaly  is  worth  'joPiafiers, 
Vermillion,  whereof  1 10  Rotols  are  worth  14 
Piafiers. 

Cinaber  by  the  Quintal^  containing  102  Rotols^ 
isv^orth  I $0  Piafiers. 

Salfepareillej  whereof  1 10  Rotols  iare  worth  200 
PJafiers. 

Fine  Cine  are  worth  200  Piafiers. 

Flowers  and  Herbs. 

A%  Narclum  CelticHmj  whereof  the  Quintatf 
containing  1 10  is  worth  ^^jibnkelbs. 

Sfikndrdy  whereof  iio  are  worth  150 
Piafiers. 

Iron^  Steely  Coffer,  Leady  andPemer. 

As  Coffer  Thread,  whereof  1 50  Rotols  of  the 
greatelt  coft  6  Piafiers ,  and  of  the  leaft  50  Pia- 
flers. 

Beaten  Brafs  20  Piafiers. 
White  Iron,  or  Tin^  by  the  Barrel  is  worth  40 
Piafiers. 

Steel  of  renice^  1 1  o  Rotols^TQ  worth  1 5  Piafiers. 
Lead^  whereof  1 10  Rotols  zte  worth  12  Pta^ 
(lers. 

Pevpter,  whereof  102  Rctols  are  worth  45 
Piafiers* 

Seeds. 


Seeds. 

As  Cochemllcf  whereof  the  Ock^  is  worth  20 
najlers' 

Pdper* 

The  Pack  of  24  Reams  is  worth  i  o  Piafiers*  i 
Of  14  Reams  22  Piafiers.  ! 
Of  12.  Reams  24  Pi  afters.  ^ 

SilkStfifs. 

As  Sattin  of  Florence^  is  worth  by  tht  EU  6q 
Meidins. 

Clothes. 

.  ■  1 

As  of  London^  whereof  the  Tick^  is  worth  j 
M^ukelbs. 

Of  Bnciochey  whereof  the  P^ci^is  worth  60 
Meidins. 

Of  the  holy  Bridge  of  Rome  ^  whereof  the  Picl^' 
worth  50  Meidins. 

Cloaths  of  Holland  fafhion^  whereof  the 
is  worth  80  :'\ 

Scarlet  by  the  Pick^y  is  worth  90  Meidins*  v 

Ordinary  Caps  of  i^^rj[^i//fx,  bythe  dozen,  a 
foldfor  5  P^^7?^ri. 

Other  Caps  of  a  half.maice,  are  fold  by 
dozen  for  10  Piaflers. 

Ofaperfcd  make,  14-  Piafters* 

Corrals* 
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Corrals, 

As  rough  Corrals  of  Mejfm^  are  worth  by  the 
iiHintaly  100  Piafters. 
t Taraille  is  worth  25  Piafters. 

Orrals  wrought,  whereof  100  Rotols  of  Cam 
^rc  worth  400  Piafters. 

Whit^Tartre^  whereof  125  are  worth 
14  Piafters. 

Red  Tartre^  whereof  125  Rotols  are  worth 
12  Piafters. 

Of  Brafil,  no  Rotols  th^trndkczPnimaLzr^ 
worth  1^0  Piafters.  ^ 

Rochj^lnmy  1 19  Rotols  zvc  worth  10  Piafters^ 

And  becaufe  we  have  mentioned  in  this  placa 
feveral  Weights  and  Monies  that  are  in  ufe  in  E- 
iypt,  it  is  needful  to  give  an  explication  of  them^ 
that  the  Reader  may  make  ufe  of  this  Journal  with 
fatisfadtion  to  himfeif. 

The      contains  400  Drams. 

The  ^m?/ contains  144  Drams. 

One  hundred  and  ten  Rotols  of  Cairo^  are  198 
pounds  weight  of  Marfeilles. 

The  Quintal  geronin,  contains  217  Rotols  of 
Cairo, 

The  Ahhkelb  is  the  Doller  of  Holland^  with  th^ 
Lion  rampant,  and  is  worth  33  Meidms  to  be 
chang'd^  but  in  Species  38  Meidins^^ndi  fome- 
times  more. 

The  ordinary  which  is  but  an  imaginary 

Coin,  is  worth  30  Meidirn  •  and  with  it  they 
trade  and  pay  Money  in  E^yft. 

The  Reals  of  Spain  are  worth  33  Meidins  in 
change,  but  in  Species  40,  and  fometimes  more 
as  they  are  in  requeft.  The 


z  28      €t)t  #^efent  ^mt 

The  Scqmriy  or  golden  Dncat  of  Venice^  whicH 
next  to  the  Reds  of  Sfain^  is  the  beft  Money  to  be 
us'd  in  all  the  Countries  of  the  Grand  Seigniory 
is  worth  in  trade  100  Meidins-^  but  the  of 
Cairo  takes  it  but  for  j^urfcOre  and  five. 

The  Meidin^  or  the  T4ra^  is  the  fame  piece  of 
Money.,  made  by  the  Pacha\  Cairo  in  the  Name 
of  the  Grand  Seignior.  It  is  currant  in  all  Parts 
of  Egyft^)  is  worth  one  Penny  Half-penny  of 
Francey  and  about  one  Penny  Farthing  £?7^/^/^.  " 

A  Purfe  contains  2$oo  Meidins^  zn&  h  v^oxtYi 
500  Crowns  of  France-  ^ 

The  13d  6f  thii  Month,  I  faw  a  Moor  return 
from  aRace  that  he  had  made;to  (hew  his  ftrengtb^ 
and  to  beadmitted  arhongft  thePofts  tbat  carry 
Letters  from  Alexandria  to  Cairo* 

He  that  will  be  admitted  td  be  Poft,  or  Meflen^^ 
ger,  or  Carrier  of  Letters,  mult  carry  upon  his 
Shoulders  a  Fire  lighted  in  an  Iron  Basket,  made 
as  a  great  Chafing-difh^  faften'd  at  the  end  of  a 
great  Staff  about  the  length  of  a  Man,  to  which 
are  tied  feveral  Hoops  of  Iron,  all  weighing  36 
Rotols.  With  this  burden  he  muft  go  twenty- 
feven  Miles  in  the  way  to  Rofetta^  and  return  the 
fame  day  to  the  City  before  the  fetting  of  the 
Sun,  in  all  about  54  Miles;  he  is  to  go  always 
loaden  with  the  fame  burden.  If  he  performs 
this,  he  is  not  only  admitted  amojigft  the  Carri- 
ers of  Letters,  but  he  wins  the  Wager  that  others 
have  made  againfl:  him  but  if  his  llrength  fails 
him,  he  lol^th  his  Wager^  and  his  Employment;^ 
that  he  pretends  to. 

The  Man  that  1  faw  returning  the  fame  day  to 
the  City,  and  finiftiing  his  courfe  with  honour, 
becaufe  he  was  re^^urn'd  when  the  Sun  was  two  j 

hours  i 
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hours  high,  won  a  Wager    fifteen  Piaflers^  and 
was  admitted  amongft  the  Pofts,  or  Carriers  of 
X-etters  ^  and  gathered  befides,  about  eigfif  Pia~ 
fiers,  or  thereabouts,  from  the  beholders  of  his 
glorious  return  i  but  he  was  in  fuch  a  fweat  that 
one  would  have  judg'd  him  to  be  coming  out  of 
feme  Bath.   He  was  followed  by  a  great  Com- 
pany of  People  both  Horfe  and  Foot,  fp^e  car- 
rying Wood  to  entertain  his  Fire,  others  W.ater 
to  refrelh  and  cool  him ;  that  before  I  knew  the 
:aufe  of  this  Meeting,  .1  thought  there  had  beeo 
fome  Tumult  in  the  City. 
When)  had  continued  fQ  long  time  in  Jkxan- 
as  was  needful  for  my  affairs,  and  having 
oft  ray  Utimme  Fever  that  had  plagued  me  fix- 
een  Months,  I  departed  very  well  fatisfied,  fop 
lefetta,  on  theFeftivalday  of  S.  Pfteraad,  S.Patd 
went  this  time  by  Sea,,becaufe  I  had  been  fo  of- 
en  by  Land:  I  went  aboard  a  Ship,  and  in  five 
ours  we  came  to  ^ofitta^  but  not  without  dan- 
;er  of  Ship-wraok  at  the  Mouth  of  M/w-  for 
tie  Waters  @f. the  River  meet  fofurioufly  with 
tie  Waves  pf  the  Sea,  that  they  are  able  to  af- 
ngilt  themoft  skilfiil  Pilots  of  E^ypp. 


lF0jfage  to  the  Memfieftps  of  the  Pejkrtf 
of  s.  Macarius, , 

3N  the  30th  of  I  went  from  ^fl/^rw, 
with  an  inteqtion  to  vifit  the  four  Mona- 
eries^of  the  D^arts  pf  S.  Macarii^  :  for  that 
irpofe  I  wenf  aboard  of  a  Boat  pf  a  Janijfaryt 
imed  Reus  jihttiedilCurdiy^Maxi.  very  well  ac- 
lainted  with  the  Franct,  tp  go  with  him  tp 
,  K  Tarane, 
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Taraney  or  Teremt^  as  the  Coptics  call  it  in  their 
Diftionary.  It  is  a  little  Village  in  the  Cafciefiik 
of  Beheire^  four  and  twenty  hoiirs  travelling  from 
Cairo^  fcituate  upon  the  of  iV/to,  the  place 
where  Men  commonly ^o  a-fhore  when  they  de- 
fign  to  travel  to  thofe  Monafteries.  But,  before  ] 
came  to  that  Village,  I  received  many  affront: 
from  fome  young  becaufe  I  carried  witl 

me  a  little  Box  full  of  V\^ine.    A  zealous  Cad 
being  troubled  in  Confcience  for  being  in  th( 
company  of  a  Franc  that  drunk  Wine,  encou 
rag'd  them  to  ask  me  fome,  that  he  might  hav( 
an  occafion  to  quarrel  with  me,if  I  did  give  then 
fome.   Thefe  Rogues  having  the  Authority  of ; 
Cadi  to  countenance  their  wicked  defign,  four  o 
the  boldeft  ask'd  me  fome  very  earneftly  fo 
they  faid  they  knew  that  I  had  fome.   I  excus\ 
my  felf  atfirft,that  I  could  not  give  them  any  ti 
drink,  becaufe  they  were  not  to  drink  Wine  am 
that  I  knew  very  well  that  it  was  a  great  Crim 
for  a  Franc  to  give  Wine  to  a  Mnfulman^  chiefly  i 
a  place  where  many  others  would  be  offended  a 
it,  and  that  fuch  an  adion  might  bring  me  int 
trouble.   But  all  thefe  reafons  could  not  prevail 
they  would  have  fome         Nolens^  threatnin 
that  if  I  denied  them  they  would  calt  my  Wine  ir 
to  the  River.   When  Ifaw  my  felf  in  this  danger 
I  intreated  the  Reus^  unto  whom  I  was  well  rc^ 
commended  by  the  Vice-Conful  of  Rofettay  to  del 
fend  me.     He  did  fo  much  by  his  credit,  that  % 
pacified  them  for  that  time. 

At  my  arrival  at  T arancy  whither  I  was  teg 
a-(hore,  I  hired  in  the  Morning  a  little  Boat  I 
carry  me,  and  my  Cloaths  and  Provifions,  to  tJ 
Village  7  for  our  Veflel  was  great  and  well  load* 
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and  could  not  at  that  time  go  near  the  fliore,  be- 
caufe  the  Water  was  not  deep.  '  Three  of  thefe 
Turks  caft  themfelves  furioufly  into  my  Boat,  ta- 
king my  Box  in  earneft  to  calt  it  into  the  River. 
I  fnatch'd  it  from  them,  and  run  to  my  Mufquet 
as  if  I  intended  to  fliootat  them:  my  Blach^^- 
moor  likewife,  who  was  couragious,  took  one  by 
the  Neck  and  caft  him  into  the  River,  and  with 
his  Sword  in  his  Hand  put  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of 
defence ;  When  they  faw  that  they  had  to  do  with 
Men  of  courage  that  were  not  afraid  of  them^, 
they  went  back  into  the  Barque,  and  very  furi^ 
ouQy  aOaulted  the  Reus  with  their  Fills  •  befides^ 
they  accusM  him,  as  he  himfelf  told  me  after- 
wards, at  his  return  to  Cairo,  before  his 
to  have  drank  Wine  with  a  Franc^  making  him 
pay,  as  a  punilhment,  ten  Fiajl  ers. 

Afterthis^Rencounter,  I  had  another  Accident 
that  happened  to  me,  far  more  grievous  and  dan- 
gerous.  At  my  landing  I  wanted  a  Man  to  carry 
my  Cloaths  to  the  Houfe  Where  I  intended  to 
lodge  •  I  called  therefore  forae  of  the  Ar^hiam 
that  were  newly  arrived  from  the  Defarts  of  S. 
MacariHs  with  Nitre ^  QiSalt-Feier :  He  that  car- 
ried  my  Box  of  Wine  finding  it  to  be  very  hea- 
vy, and  knowing,  riot  what  was  in  it,  he  thought 
It.  had  been  a  Box  of  Money  •,  therefore  being 
proud  of  his  burden,  he  told  all  that  he  met  with 
III  the  Way , that  he  carry'd  aBox  full  ofMohey,th3t 
belonged  to  a  Franc  newly  arrived,  that  was  going 
to  the  Monafteries.This  lye  fpread  about  the  Vil- 
lage, and  was  believM  as  true,  fo  that  I  was  in  no 
fmall  danger  for  there  was  no  other  talk  in  the 
Town  but  of  the  rich  Franc  that  was  there,  and  of 
the  means  to  get  his  Money :  They  thought  I  had 
K  2  been 
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been  foiae  Cpnrul  that  traveled  incognitp  to  fee  the 
Country,therefore  they  refolvM  to  wait  forme  in 
the  way , and  to  take  from  mc  all  my  Treafure. 

In  this  manner  I  landed  at  T arane'y  on  a  Sunday^ 
and  went  to  lodge  at  a  poor  Carpenters  Houfe,  a 
Chriftian  Coftiey  the  only  Chriltian  in  that  Vil- 
lage he  allowed  me  for  my  Chamber,  a  place 
where  he  put  Straw  for  his  Beafts  ;  it  was  cover- 
(ed  with  the  Faggots  of  Palm-trees,  heap'd  one 
upon  another,  to  hinder  the  heats  of  the  Sun :  I 
fouftd  there  two  religious  Perfons  of  the  Mona- 
fteries  whither  1  intended  to  go,  with  them  I  paft 
my  fears  aipidapprehenfions. 

When  I  underftood,  from  all  hands,  the  Con- 
fpiracy  that  the  Arabians  had  formM  againft  me  \ 
the  danger  obligM  me  the  the  next  day,  todefire 
the  Cafciefof  that  place  to  give  me  a  Guard,  tc 
bring  me  fafe  to  the  Monafteries and  that 
might  perfwade  him  the  fopner,  1  gave  him  fom( 
Pounds  of  Coffee  and  Loaves  of  Sugar,  which 
had  brought  with  me  for  that  pujppfe   for  it  i 
the  Cuftom  inTHrkie^  when  a  favour  is  defire( 
from  a  Twri,  to  begin  with  Gifts But  the  Gi/w 
having  heard  what  report  went  of  me,  anfwer\ 
me,  that  a  finall  Guard  would  do  me  but  ii  ttl 
good,  bec^ufe  the  Arabians  had  formed  a  defigi 
to  wait  for  mein  .the  way,and  to  cut  my  Throat 
and  that  it  was  needful  that  he  fhould  Guard  ml 
himlelf  ^  which  he  promised  to  do  within  a  fevi 
days,  after  that  he  had  finifli'd  fomebufinefsc 
importance.  J 
I  was  mightily  troubled  when  I  heard  what  tn 
C^/c^V/offerM  me.    It  was  to  no  purpofe  when 
told  him  that  I  was  no  Conful,as  the  report  wer 
of  me  without  any  colour  of  truth,  but  rather 
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poor  Franc  that  went  to  the  Monafteries  toper- 
fedl  my  felf  in  the  Language  of  the  Country  •  That 
in  thisBox  there  was  noMoney.but  only  fomeGIafs 
Bottles  of  Wine  which  i  carried  with  me,  becaufe 
I  was  never  us'd  to  drink  Water.  All  this  dif- 
courfe  was  to  no  purpofe,  he  was  fo  prepoITefs'd 
with  the  falfe  report  that  I  could  not  be  believ'd. 
When  I  faw  that  I  Ipent  my  labour  irt  vain,  I  went 
to  my  Lodging  without  accepting  his  offer. 

At  that  time  I  had  news  that  Najpr  j^lU.an  Ab- 
bot of  one  of  the  Monafteries,  that  I  intended  to 
vifit>  was  at  a  Village  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Ri- 
ver,calPd  Ttihwefdra,  not  far  from  Tara»edown 
the  Current,  about  fome  concerns  pf  hisMona- 
ftery.  I  fent  him  a  Letter,  written  mJrdicy  by 
one  of  the  Lay  Monks  whom  I  found  at  my  arri- 
^ral  at  Tarme,  acquainting  him  with  my  intention, 
ind  all  that  had  happened  between  me  and  the 
^afclefj  and  Arabians^  intreating  him  to  tell  me 
low  1  iTiouId  get  free  from  thoie  People*,  laf- 
.ur'd  him  that  1  fhoiild  be  for  ever  obligM  to  hinl, 
md  that  all  the  favour  he<fliould  fliew  me  would 
)epleafing  to  his  Partriarch,  who  was  my  very 
;ood  Friend,  and  had  recommended  me  to  the 
3overnours  of  thofe  Monafteries.    But  this  un^ 
ivil  Abbot  wasfo  far  from  anfwering  to  my  L^t- 
:er,as  I  expefted,  that  he  kept  with  him  the 
4effenger,  and  would  ndt  fuff.r  him  to  return 
•ack. 

When  I  faw  the  Abbots  incivilitv,  and  being 
lore  defirods  to  proceed  on  in  my  Journ^r,  not^ 
rithftanding all  thefe difficulties-,  I  refolvedonce 
lore  to  vifit  the  Cafcief, to  intreat  him  to  give  me 
Guard,  thinking  to  find  him  of  another  judg- 
:eic  than  he  was  before  when  I  faw  him  firft,  but 
K  3  Ircv 
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1  reCeiv'd  from  him  the  fame  anfwer-,  He  told 
me  that  he  would  not  have  me  venture,  unlefs  he 
Guarded  me  himfelf-,  that  he  muft  anfwerto  the 
Pacha  for  my  Life,  if  any  mifchance  did  happen  to 
me  in  my  ]ourny,  and  that  he  knew  that  I  was 
but  ill  accommodated  with  the  Chriftian  he 
defired  me  therefore  to  take  a  Chamber  at  his 
Houfe.  I  muft  confefs  that  this  fecond  offer,  as 
well  as  the  firft,did  ftrangely  trouble  me :  for  this 
carneft  defire  that  he  did  difcover  of  Guarding  me 
tn  his  own  Perfonjwas  no  good  Omen  to  me ,  be- 
fides,  his  Reputation  was  but  bad  in  the  Village 
and  when  I  Ihould  have  had  no  reafon  to  fear  him, 
and  that  his  intentions  had  been  very  good, 
theexpences  I  muft  have  been  at  for  him  and  his 
Company,  and  the  Gifts  that  1  muft  have  beftow- 
cd  upon  him  for  his  pains,  would  have  ruined  me-i 
for  1  knew  that  a  Cafcief  never  ventures  out  in  a 
Journy  without  a  great  train  ofHorfe  and  Foot, 
and  without  expeding  great  matters. 

When  I  faw  the  danger  and  trouble  that  I  had 
in  this  Journy,  I  refolved  to  return  to  Cairo  as 
foon  as  I  could.  With  this  refolution  I  fpent  the 
reft  of  the  day  in  my  Lodging,  thinking  how  I 
might  be  able  to  compafs  it.  About  two  hours  in  the 
Night  I  heard  knocking  at  the  Door  very  earneft- 
ly,  and  becaufe  it  was  no  feafonable  time  to  Ipeak 
with  me,  and  that  the  Perfon  knocktvery  hard, 
1  besanto  think  that  I  was  in  danger:  That! 
miglit  not  be  furpriz'd,  1  awak'd  the  Perfons  in 
the  Houfe,  and  took  my  Weapons  in  my  hand, 
fending  my  BUcl^a^moor  to  fee  who  was  there-i 
he  returned  to  me,  and  told  me  that  it  was  a 
Groom  of  the  Cafcief  th^t  was  defirous  to  fpeak 
with  me,  concerning  a  bufmefs  of  thehigheft  im- 
portance. 
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poftance.  I  causd  him  to  come  in,  and  found 
that  it  was  he  that  had  introduce  me  to  his  Ma- 
ilers prefence,  unto  whom  1  had  made  fome  fraall 
Gifts :  As  foon  as  he  faw  me^  he  intreated  me  by 
his  Religion  and  mine,  as  the  Cuftom  of  the  Conn- 
try  is,  to  go  away  immediately,  as  fecretly  as  I 
could 't  for  his  Mafter  intended  to  kill  me^becaufe 
he  thought  I  was  a  Man  that  travelPd  up  ahd 
down  only  to  feek  for  the.  Treafures  of  the  an- 
cient Egyftians :  And  that  he  might  more  conve- 
niently perform  this  bloody  defign,  he  was  re- 
folved  to  lead  me  himfelf  towards  the  Monafte- 
lies  to  the  middle  of  the  Wildernefs,  where  he 
would  fufFer  me  to  reft,  and  afterwards  cut  rny 
Throat:  And  if  afterwards  any  fhould  inquire 
foT  'dFranc  that  was goneby T^r^;??^ tothe Mona- 
fteries,  he  would  fay  that  he  is  gone  to  Cairo  by 
another  way :  He  told  me  alfo,  that  about  a 
Month  before  that,  his  Mafter  had  kili'd  a  M^i^ 
hometm  Traveller  of  Barhary^  and  had  caft  his 
Body  into  the  River,  for  the  fame  caufe. 

As  foon  as  I  underftood  this  bad  news,  I  had 
no  more  mind  toileep,  1  gave  him  the  rev^^ard  that 
hehaddeferv'd,  and|pnttofeeka  Camel  to  car- 
ry my  Cloaths ;  and  about  one  of  the  Clock  in 
the  Night  I  departed  to  go  to  the  paffage  that 
leads  to  6*?;c^y,  a  Village  fcituated  on  the  other 
[ide  NUhsj  about  an  hour  and  a  halfs travel- 
ling from  Tarane  down  the  Water  :  1  agreed 
there  with  a  Mafter  of  a  Boat  to  carry  me  and 
tny  Cloaths  over  and  about  break  of  the  Day  I 
went  aboard  very  fpeedily  :  A  s  foon  as  we  were 
lanch'd  into  the  River,  from  Land,  I  law  the 
Cafcief  galloping  towards  us  with  about  tnir> 
:y  Men  on  Horfc-back  to  catch  me  *,  but  he 
K  4  mifs'd 
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mifsM  of  his  intent,  for  1  was  out  of  his  reach^ 
At  Giz.ey^  as  I  was  waiting  for  an  opportunity 
to  return  to  Cairoy  the  Abbot  Najfr  alla^  menti- 
oned before,  came  thither  and  ofFer'd  to  conduft 
me  to  the  Monalteries,  ifl  would  return  to  Ta^ 
rane  in  his  company  ^  but  I  had  no  mind  any  loni 
ger  to  vifit  them. 

I  went  from  Giz.eyt\\c  fame  day,  being  Frydaj^ 
towards  Cairo  -  and  the  next  Night  we  lodgM  at 
Verdany  a  Village  fcituate  on  the  Weft-fidt  of  Ni- 
hsy  not  far  from  Boulakjy  and  on  Saturday  the  pth 
of  Julyy  1  eiiter'd  into  Cairoy  from  whence  I  de«^^  ' 
parted  the  7th  of  J/^^f. 

Whilft  I  was  at  Tarancyth^  C^/cr^V/'s  Clark, who  ■ 
was  a  Cootie  and  a  Chriftian,  came  to  fee  me 
fometimes.  I  underftood  from  him  what  the 
Lakes  of  Salt-Petevy  or  Niter,  yield  to  the  Grand, 
Sei^^nior  every  Year.  He  told  me,  that  this  Year 
within  the  fpace  of  nine  Months,  they  had  drawn 
four  and  twenty  thoufand  Qnintalsy  and  that  they 
mufl  take  up  twelve  thouland  more  to  make  up 
the  ordinary  Sum  that  is  drawn:  So  that  every 
Quintal  being  fold  for  25  Meidinsy  this  Revenue 
comes  to  36  Purfes,  or  i|poo  CroYjnSy French 
Money,  by  the  Yean 

As  foon  as  it  is  taken  out  of  the  Lakes  they  car- 
ry it  upon  Camels  to  T araney  where  it  is  weighed, 
and  frojn  thence  fent  to  C^/r^?,  or  Alcxandriay  to 
be  fold. 

For  this  caufe  a  Cafcief  dwells  herc,who  though 
hefbe  but  little  in  Authority,  and  fubjedl  to  the 
Cafcief  of  Beheire^  he  is  forced  to  buy  this  em- 
ployment, and  pay  for  it  four  and  twenty  Purfes  j 
one  half  to  th^  Cafcief  of  Beheire^  and  the  Other 
half  to  the  Pacha:  he  keeps  alio  twenty  Sfahins 

to 


of  EGYPT.  137 

to  wait  upon  him,aHd  guard  his  Country.^  he  is  the 
Lord  of  thefe  Monafteries. 

But  before  I  proceed  on  in  my  Journal,  I  will 
give  a  (hort  account  of  fome  remarkable  things  ia 
this  Defart,  as  I  have  heard  them  from  one  that 
hath  been  an  Abbot  in  one  of  the  Monafteries. 

Firft  there  is  to  be  feen,  between  the  Monafte- 
ries of  S.  Macarius,  and  of  Amba.  Bifdoiy  znd  a 
little  further  in  the  Wildernefs,  a  long  rank  of 
little  heaps  of  Earth,  a  Foot  from  one  another, 
plac'd  as  in  a  way  which,  as  the  Monks  fay,  was 
put  there  by  the  Angels,  that  the  Hermites  might 
be  able  to  find  the  way  to  the  Church  when  they 
were  defirousto  hear  Divine  Service  on  S//;7<qf^j/- 
for  before  they  were  apt  to  go  out  of  the  way : 
Therefore  this  way  is  called  now,  Tarikjl  melaikr^ 
or,  Thevpayof  A  igels, 

Secondly  1  have  underftood  from  an  old  Manu- 
fcript  in  Arab*  that  in  the  Wildernefs  werehere^ 
tofore  feven  great  Monafteries  ^  namely,  i.  of  S. 
MacariHs  2.0f  S.John  the  little  firmmcdlgHmene  ^ 
h  Of  Amha  Sifctoi-^  4.  Of  S.  Ma{fine^  and  Timo- 
thy \  5.  That  of  Amha  Mofesj  firnamed  Blacky 
6.  That  of  Amba  Kema  ^  7.  That  of  the  holy  Vir- 
gin of  Syria :  and  that  belidcs  thefe  feven  Mona- 
fteries, there  were  three  hundred  dwellings  of 
Hermites,  and  folitary  People  that  ferved  God  in 
this  Wilderneli 

But  now;,of  all  thefe  Monafteries,  there  are  but 
two  remarkable;  namely,  the  Monaftery  of  the 
Syrians  J  and  that  of  Amha  Bifcici.  They  are  fur- 
nifliM  with  very  good  Water.  The  firft  hath  two 
Churches  one  tor  the  Syrians^  and  another  for 
the  Coptics. 

In  that  of  the  Syrians  is  to  be  feen  a  miraculous 
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Tree,  growing  from  the  Staff  of  S.  Efhrem.  This 
holy  Man  left  it  at  the  Gate  when  he  went  to  vi- 
fitonein  the  Monaftery,  andimmediately  it  (hot 
forth  Roots  downwards,  and  Leaves  upwards, 
with  Flowers.  They  fay,  that  there  is  no  fuch 
Tree  to  be  found  in  all  Bgyp  befides. 

Thirdly,  in  the  Monaftery  of  S.  John  the  little^ 
which  now  is  much  decayed,  is  to  be  feen  a  Tree 
that  grew  likewife  from  this  Saints  Staff  miracu- 
loufly,  when  he  had  fixM  it  into  the  Ground  at 
his  Superiors  command,  and  watcr'd  it :  There- 
fore they  call  it,becaufe  of  this  Aft  of  Obedience, 
Scieigiaretittduy  or  the  Tree  of  Obedience. 

Fourthly,  in  the  way  that  leads  from  the  Mo- 
naftery  of  the  Syrians  to  the  Mountain  of  the 
Eagles  Stones,  is  to  be  feen  the  Bed  of  Bahr  BeU 
me^  or  River  without  Water  *,  which  was  dried 
up,  as  the  Monks  relate,  at  the  Prayers  of  the 
ancient  Hermites  that  dwelt  about  its  Banks  *,  be- 
caufe  they  were  grievoufly  troubled  by  the  Pyrats 
that  failed  ifpon  it,  therefore  they  obtained  from 
God  this  favour. 

Fifthly,  in  this  Defart  is  to  be  feen  another  Cu- 
rioiity,  calPd  by  the  Arabians^  Lahm  iggikf'^  but 
becauie  I  could  not  well  underftand  what  it  was, 
I  could  defire  that  fome  other  Traveller  would  en- 
quire it  out,  that  we  may  better  know  what  to 
think  of  it. 


Awdk  to  the  Gay  den  ^/Ma-T^rea. 

THE  12th  of  July  I  went,  in  the  Company 
of  fome  Trench  Merchants,  to  the  Village 
of  M(i'Tarea,  fcituate  on  the  Eafl  of  Cairo ^ibovit 
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two  hours  riding  on  Horfe-back;  to  vifit  the  pla- 
ces which  Chrift  and  his  moft  hoiy  Mother  have 
fanftified  with  their  abode,and  the  Garden  where 
the  Balm  Plants  were  fet  formerly. 

At  the  entry  into  the  Court  which  is  before 
this  Garden  there  is  to  be  feen,  at  the  right  hand, 
afmall  Oratory  of  the  Tnrksy  which  one  Ibra-^ 
him^v^ho  was  P^cha  of  E^ypt  about  thirteen  years 
ago,  caus'd  to  be  built  out  of  a  hatred  of  the 
CoptiesyUipon  the  ruins  of  aChurch  which  belonged 
to  them,  and  where  they  reverenced  fome  Relicks 
and  fteps  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  moft  holy  Mo- 
ther. 

This  Pacha  changM,as  we  have  faid,  this  Chap- 
pel  into  an  Oratory  of  Tnrksy  that  no  Chriftian 
might  have  the  liberty  to  enter  in  and  vifit  it. 
But  fince  the  Tnry  have  forfaken  it  one  may  go 
in  freely  without  hindrance  therefore  it  is  no 
longer  named  an  Oratory,  but  il  M^kady  or  the 
place  of  reft. 

In  this  Mdkad  is  a  little  Ciftern  of  Marble  of  di- 
vers colours,  full  of  Water,  which  comes  into  it 
by  a  Channel  from  the  miraculous  Weil  that  is 
near  by.  The  Cooties  fay/rom  Tradition,  that  the 
blelTed  Virgin  was  wont  to  wafh  in  it  the  Linen  of 
her  divine  Son  and  that  whilft  flie  was  employed 
in  working,  fhe  laid  him  in  a  little  hole  which  is  in 
the  Wall  of  the  Mdkady  a  place  where  fome  reli- 
gious Francs  have  heretofore  laid  Mafs,  out  of  de- 
votion. 

However  it  be,  I  will  not  deny  a  Tradition  ffi 
ancient  ^  but  it  is  fb  hard  to  reconcile  all  the  Cir- 
cumftances  which  they  bring  to  prove  it,  that 
when  I  had  done  all  that  I  could  to  underftand 
the  truth,  I  found  fuch  doubts  as  did  rather 
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contradift,  than  eftablifh  any  fuch  thing. 

Very  near  this  Makadj  or  refting  place,  H 
the  miraculous* Well,  very  deep.  Its  Waters  are 
lighter  and  fweeter  than  the  Waters  of  NHui. 
This  is  fo  well  known,that  the  Pachas  drink  of  it, 
and  prefer  it  to  the  Waters  of  the  River. 

The  Tradition  of  the  Cofies  fay,  and  fome 
Mahometan  Hiftorians  agree  tO  it,  as  Amrn  ihn  il 
verdi^  that  our  Saviour  hath  wafh'd  himfelf  in 
this  Well,  and  by  a  Miracle  he  hath  given  this 
Iweetnefs^and  extraordinary  pleafantnefs  to  thefe 
Waters. 

Its  Sourfe,  or  Spring,  is  not  well  known.  Some 
think  that  it  came  by  a  Miracle,  others  fay  that  it 
proceeds  from  Nilpts  under  ground.  But  I  think 
it  impoiTible^  i.  Becaufe  of  the  great  diftancc 
between  the  River  and  this  Well-,  2.  Becaufe 
when  the  Waters  of  Nilus  are  corrupt  and  thick, 
the  Water  of  this  Well  is  clear,  whereas  if  it  pro- 
ceeded out  of  the  River,  it  would  be  as  thick 
as  the  Waters  of  NUhs-^  3.  becaufe  the  Water 
of  this  Well  never  rifeth,  nor  falls,  as  the  River 
doth,  but  is  always  equal  in  height  finally  I  con- 
ceive it,  from  the  name  given  to  it,  Ma-Tarea^ 
which  fignifies  frefli  Water-,  this  fignifies  that 
it  hath  a  particular  Sourfe,  and  a  quality  not  com- 
mon with  the  Waters  of  ISfilns. 

The  Mahometans  lay,  that  it  proceeds  from  the 
VJtWBir  ijfimfimy  which  is  at  Mecha\  a  famous 
Well,  becaufe  of  a  pretended  Miracle  of  Maho- 
met. But  this  is  a  Fable  invented  by  fome  of  their 
Sciechsj  to  obtain  more  credit  to  their  Prophet 
for  Mechit  is  dillant  from  Cairo  one  and  thirty 
days  journy,  as  the  Caravan  makes  them,  there- 
fore it  is  imponTible  thata  Well  (liould  be  in  £- 
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proceeding  from  a  Sourfe  at  fuch  a  dift^ance. 

After  that  we  had  eaten  in  the  refting  place, 
and  drank  of  this  good  Water  out  of  devotion, 
we  went  into  the  Garden,  where  heretofore  the 
Balm  trees  were  Pl^inted,  which  yielded  Balm  on- 
ly when  they  flood  in  this  place,and  were  watered 
with  the  Water  of  the  miraculous  Well.  One 
may  read  my  Book  upon  thisSubjed,  called  The 
Chnrch  of  Alexandria-^  where  many  remarkable 
things^  may  be  found,  very  curious,  concerning 
thefe  Trees  and  this  Well. 

in  this  Garden  was  heretofore  to  be  feen  the 
Sicamore-tree,  which,  as  the  Cofties  fay,  fplit  in 
two  miraculoufly,  to  hide  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
and  his  moft  holy  Mother,  when  theSouldiers  of 
tJerpd  purfued  him  :  They  fay,  that  when  they 
:hid  themfelves  in  this  opening  of  the  Sicamore, 
they  faved  themfelves  from  the  Souldiers  vio- 
lence,by  the  favour  of  a  Spiders  Web  that  cover- 
ed them  fuddenly,and  appeared  very  old,  though 
it  was  made  in  an  inftant  by  a  Miracle :  fo  that 
that  they  imaginM  not  that  any  Perfon  could  be 
hid  within,  much  lefs  the  Perfons  whom  they 
were  feeking. 

The  Francifcans  of  the  Holy  Land,  that  dwell 
MCairo,  difpute  with  the  Keepers  of  this  Garden, 
the  poffeffion  of  this  Tree*,  and  fay,  that  it  fell 
down  with  old  age  in  the  year  1656.  and  that 
they  gathered  then  up  the  pieces  which  they  keep 
carefully  in  their  place  of  Relicks Ihave  feea 
them  there.  The  Gardiners  y  et  fiiew  in  this  Gar- 
den a  Stump  which  I  have  feen,  which  they  fay 
are  the  remains  of  this  Sicamore.  But  this  dit 
*  pute  concerns  me  not  much,  neither  do  I  thinjc 
that  I  Ihould  oblige  thofe  Fathers  to  maintain 

'  their 
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their  intereft  in  this  cafe  that  is  fo  trivial. 

When  we  had  feen  this  Sicamore,we  went  out 
of  the  Garden  to  fee  the  Needle,  which  is  out  of 
the  Village,  planted  in  the  open  Field,  where 
ftood  anciently  the  City  HeJiofolis. 

This  Needle  is  not  equally  fquare,  for  there 
are  two  fides  larger  than  the  others :  The  largeft: 
are  each  of  fix  Foot,  and  the  narroweft  of  live 
and  a  half  There  be  but  few  Charadters  graven 
upon  it,  but  they  be  yet  to  be  read  ^  and  thofe 
that  are  graven  in  one  fide,  are  alfo  in  the  three 
others.  It  is  of  a  red  Stone,  as  all  other  Needles 
that  I  have  feen  in  E^^ypt,  Planted  upon  the  ground 
without  any  Bafis  to  ftand  upon. 

Near  this  Needle  is  a  fquare  Stone  of  an  extra- 
ordinary bignefs,  which  feems  to  have  been  the 
Bafis  of  fome  great  Pillar  but  it  is  worn  on  the 
fides,  therefore  I  neglected  to  take  the  meafure  of 
it. 

In  this  Field  Sdtm  Selim  encampM  with  his  Ar- 
my, when  he  engaged  in  a  Fight  with  Sultan  Cajed 
Beyy  the  laft  King  of  the  Mammelucs  fome  of  the 
Trenches  of  his  Camp  are  yet  to  be  feen. 

I  went  next  alone  from  M/i-Tarea  to  Minted 
Sored^  another  Village  hard  by  on  the  WeftM^^ 
to  fee  a  miraculous  Image  of  the  bleffed  Virgin, 
which  the  Copies  keep  in  their  Church ;  of  which 
I  have  read  a  Miracle  in  an  Ahyffin  Manufcript, 
which  I  found  in  the  Monaftery  of  Koskam^  near 
Momf allot  in  the  middle  Egypt,  at  my  firft  Voyage 
into  Egypt.  As  foon  as  I  had  feen  it,  I  returned  to 
Cairo. 

The  i7th  of  y^/y,  Saturday  Night,  I  went  to 
the  Monaftery  of  S.  Michael,  fcituated  out  of 
the  Old  Cairo  at  the  £^J?^fide,about  half  an  hours 

riding 
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riding;On  Horfe-back,in  the  Field  called,  in  Arab. 
Birket  fciech  Ombarel^^  or  the  Lake  of  the  blefled 
Sciech,  where  I  fpent  the  Night  to  hear  Mafs^ 
for  the  Coptics  fay  it  ordinarily  after  Midnight. 

The  next  day  I  returned  back  to  my  Lodging, 
and  faw  in  my  paffage  all  the  Churches  and  Mona- 
fteries  of  the  Coptics  which  are  in  Old  Cairo  y 
leaymg  on  our  left  hand  the  three  Churches  which 
are  in  Babylon  Majfr^vihich  was  heretofore  part  of 
Old  Cairoy  but  is  now  totally  deftroyed-  I  began 
my  vilit  by  the  Churches  that  are  in  Cajfr  If- 
ccmma. 


Churches ^ani  Monasteries  of  Caffr  IflTci^mma. 

THE  firft  was  that  of  Maallaca :  It  is  a  very 
ancient Church,fl:ately  and  very  clear-,  and 
I  may  fay  that  it  is  the  moft  beautiful  that  the 
Coptics  have  in  Egypt.  It  is  the  Metropolis  in 
which  the  Patriarch  performs  his  firft  Divine 
Service. 

The  Coptics  bought  it  of  Jmru  ibn  il  Jf  as 
may  appear  by  the  Contraft  written  upon  the 
Walls  of  this  Church  with  the  Hand  of  this 
Prince,  who  curfeth  there  all  the  Mahometans  that 
fliall  offer  to  take  it  from  them. 

There  be  five  Heikels^  or  Chappeh,  in  a  rank 
but  feparated  the  one  from  the  other  with  little 
Grates  of  Wood:  fo  that  five  MalFes  may  be  read 
at  once,  andih^Prieftsxiepd  ngt  interrupt  one  a- 
nother. 

At  the  entry  of  this  Chnrch  a  little  Image  is  tp 
be  feeA,  at  the  right  hand,uponone  of  the  Pillars : 
which  Image,  the  Copies  fay^  fpoke  to  S.  Ephrem^ 

one 
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one  of  their  Patriarchs,  to  comfort  him  inhisaf- 
fiidtion,  when  Mee'z.  le  din  alia,  the  Calif,  com- 
maHded  him  to  tranfport  Mount  Gebd  il  mocdttam, 
which  now  ftands  behind  tlie  Caftle  of  Cairo, 
from  one  place  to  another,  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  Religion-,  becaufe  our  Saviour  Chrift  faith  in 
theGofpel,  Ifyouhadfaithas  aCrainof  Muflard- 
feed,  yoH  (hould  hiy  to  this  Mountain,  remove  thence  to 
yonder  place,  and  it  p,all  remove ;  and  nothing Jhall 
be  impoffible  mtoyou.  He  threatncd  him  therefore 
that  if  he  did  jiot  remove  it,  that  he  would  de- 
ftroy  all  his  Nation,  as  a  People  that  profclfed  a 
falfc  Religion,  and  that  deferved  not  to  live  a- 
mongft  them  that  were  Believers.  Becaufe  this 
Image  fpoke  then  to  their  Patriarch,  to  comfort 
him  and  alTure  him  that  he  (hould  remove  the 
Mountain  in  fpightof  the  Jw^  who  had  anger  d 
this  C4/»fagainft  them,  they  highly  refped  it 

Next  to  Maattaca,  I  wentto  vifit  San^a  Barba  j 
where,  as  my  leader  told  me,  the  Body  of  this 
Saintreftsatthelefthand  ofthe  Chappel.  This 
Church  is  great  and  very  light,  and  therefore 
feems  to  me  to  be  the  mofl;  pleafant  of  all  the 
reft    There  be  alfo  three  Chappels  in  a  rank. 

Ifawncxtthe  Church  of  Saint  Sergius,  which 
was  built,  as  SaidibnPatrik^^slith  in  his  Hiftory, 
by  a  Coftie,  a  Secretary  to  Jbd  ilazt^  tbn  Meruan, 

a  Califf  of  Egyp-  ,    ^  •„ 

Under  this  Church  is  to  be  feen  a  Cave,  in 
which,as  the  Cofties  hold  by  Tradition,Chrift  with 
his  moftblcired  Mother  have  lived  a  while.  It  is 
divided  into  three  Angles,  or  Parts,  by  little  Pil- 
lars. In  the  firft,  at  the  entrance,  is  the  Baptil- 
mal  Font  of  the  Cofties :  At  the  bottom  ol  the 
middle  feparation  is  a  place  iu  the  Wall,  and  m 
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this  place  a  Stone^  which^  as  the  Coptics  belie  ve, 
hath  been  fandtified  witli  the  fteps  of  our  blef- 
fed  Saviour.  The  religious  Francs  fometimes 
fay  Mafs  here.  In  the  third  feparation  is  ano^< 
ther  Stone  fandified  alfo  by  our  Saviour's  foot- 
fteps. 

In  the  Cave,  I  remember  not  well  in  v^hich 
feparation,  is  to  be  feen  the  Epitaph  of  a  Gentle-^ 
man  of  Europe^  buried  there  about  two  hundred 
andfeventy  five  years  ago,  in  6*(?^^/c^ Letters  ^ 
but  the  Stone  is  placM  upfide-down,  through  the 
ignorance  of  the  Mafon,  as  I  believe )  this  is  the 
Epitaph. 

Hie  \acet  Nobilis  Fetrus  Louys  /X  NeapoUo- 
niesj  qni  obiit  M,  CCCC  I*L  die.  XL  Fehru- 
arii> 

Next  to  this  Church,  I  vifited  that  of  our  blef 
fed  Lady,  in  the  Street  called  Barb  ittaka.  It  is 
very  fmall,and  very  obfcure.  Out  of  this  Church 
[  faw  a  little  round  Stone  of  black  Marble,  lying 
upon  the  ground  about  it  were  graven  fmaii 
Hieroglyphick  Letters. 
At  a  little  diftance  from  this  Church,  through 


Femple-,  called  in  Arab.  Kobbet  il  forSy  ov  the 
temple  of  the  Perftans^  which  Artaxerxes  Ochns^ 
i\ngo^  Per/ia J  causM  to  be  built  in  honour  of 
:he  Fire :,  and  though  the  Ruines  are  but  fmall, 
:hey  difcover  yet  that  this  Temple  was  hereto- 
bre  very  ftately.  In  the  inflde,  about  the  Walls, 
ire  to  be  feen  feveral  ftandings,  or  holes,  as  high 
IS  a  Man^  in  vMch  it  is  probable  they  placed 
heir  Idols. 


in  Alley,  is  to  be  feen  the 


L 


I  faw 


I 

I  faw  next  the  Chmch  of  Mary  Girgesy  or  of 
S.  George^  which  is  in  the  fame  Street  called  Darb  | 
ittdka,  or  the  Street  of  the  Window-    It  is  very  an-  i 
cient,and  of  a  mean  beauty.    At  the  entrance,  i 
on  the  right  hand,  is  to  be  feen  the  Body  of  ylm- 
baBijfuraj  Bifhop  and  Martyr,  with  his  Epitaph 
iwArahickj  which  1  could  not  place  her e,becaufe 
the  Printer  had  not  the  Charafters. 

Next  to  this  Church  I  went  to  fee  the  Mona- 
fteries  of  the  Nuns,  amongft  the  Coptiesy  called 
Der  ilbendt^  or  the  Monaftery  of  the  Maids-,  which 
was  built^as  they  fay^by  aKmg  called  Alexander  *,  | 
but  it  is  a  place  fo  filthy  and  ft  inking,  that  1  could  , 
not  ftay  there  any  time. 

The  laft  Churclj  that  I  faw  in  this  Caftle,  was 
that  of  the  Monaftery  of  S.  George,  of  the  religi^ 
ous  Greeks-  In  this  Church  is  to  be  feen  an  I- 
mage  of  this  Saint,  that,  as  they  fay,  hath  the 
Power  to  heal  and  cure  Fools.  This  Monaftery 
alfo  is  very  ugly,  and  filthy. 


churches^  and  Monafleriesy  tn  the  Tatri* 
arches  Quarters. 

IN  the  Quarter#Df  the  Patriarch,  named  in 
Arah^  Hartt  il  Batrakj  a  Suburb  of  it  ftlf,i 
,  on  this  fide  of  Caffr  Iffcmma,  is  the  Church  of| 
Mary  Moncure.  It  is  very  great,  high,  and  builti 
with  very  ftrong  V/alls.  In  this  Church  the  Pa-j 
triarch  of  the  Copies  is  choftn  and  con(ecra-| 
ted.  j 
It  hath  been  ruinated  by  the  Mahomet ans^2m\ 
turn'd  into  a  Store-houfe  of  Sugar^Canes.  It| 
continued  fo  to  the  days  of  the  Patriarch  Efhremi 

whoj 
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who,  in  the  Reign  of  Mmz.  U  Jin  alia,  having 
tranfpoi:ted  the  Mountain  called  Geh€l  il  mocAu 
urn,  which  now  ftands  behind  the  Caftle  ofGi/- 
ro^  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  Religion,  and  that 
of  the  THrhi  and  Jews  to  be  falfe,  got  an^Order 
trom  him  to  the  Court  of  Beit  ihnal,  or  Treafnre 
of  the  Goods  of  the  deceafed',  that  out  of  this  Trea-^ 
lure  this  Church  fhould  be  re  built  with  all  the 
Apartments  that  are  round  about,  and  all  the  lit- 
tle Churches  that  are  above  it:  Which  was  ac- 
cordingly performed,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Hi- 
Itory  of  the  Patriarch's  of  Aiacriz^i. 

Meh^n^  Arabian  Hiftorian,  confirms  this 
Jlelation  ^  and  afcribes  this  Miracle  to  this  Saint, 
is  he  faith  in  his  Hiftory. 

F ideh  ihn  FJgia,  a  Noble  Man  amdngfl:  the 
Mahometans^  who  turned  Chriilian  a  littlo^while 
fter  being  very  thirfly  at  Mecha^  he  prayM  to 
his  Saint  that  he  might  be  carryed  into  this 
:hurch,  becaufe  at  that  time  the  River  Nilus 
unnmg  clofe  by,  he  might  there  quench  his 
lolent  thirlh  This  Saint  carried  him  immedi- 
telymto  this  Church  in  one  Night,  a  w^ay  that 
le  Caravan  cannot  perform  in  lefs  than  eight 
nd  thirty,  or  forty  days. 

At  the  entrance  into  thisChurgh,  dn  the  left 
^nd,  is  the  Cave  where  dwelt  heretofore  Jmha 
'erf urn  il  Eridn,  or  Saint  Eerfmn  the  nah^d  *,  which 
as  before  the  abode  of  a  Serpent  that  did  much 
nt  to  the  Inhabitants  round  about^  In  the 
/alls  are  to  be  feen  the  holes  where  he  hid  him- 
If,  but  as  foon  as  the  Saint  was  enter'd  in  to 
)  Penance,  the  Serpent  caft  it  felf  at  his  feet,  to 
)  him  homage,  and  afterwards  it  never  hurt  a- 
'  body.  In  this  Cave  is  a  little  Altar  to  fay 
afs.  L  %  A  lit- 
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A  little  above  this  tame  Church  there  is  four  f 
or  five  faiall  Churches  which  I  had  liberty  to  fee  | 
the  night  of  the  Feftival  of  the  Epifhany  of  the 
Copties^  in  the  Year  1 67  ^   I  ftaid  there  to  fee  the 
Ceremony  they  obferve^in  dipping  themfelves  in 
the  Water,  m  remembrance  of  Chrift's  Baptifm :  j 
The  Reader  may,  in  the  lequel  of  this  Journal,  j 
ilc  this  delcribed  in  the  Month  of  Jamary,\ 
1675. 

Near  this  Church,  is  that  of  Amha  Scimde^  p 
of  Saint  Semwduts ;  but  the  Turks  have  fliut  it,  to  |. 
draw  from  the  Coptics  a  fum  of  Money,  therefore  i, 
I  could  not  fee  it.  I 

When  I  was  out  of  the  Patriarch's  Quarters, | 
I  went  ftraight  to  Cairo  to  fee  the  other  Churchesj 
and  Monafteries  that  are  thereabout  :  whenr 
I  was  come  as  far  as  the  Bridge  called  Kmtaret 
iggibs,  or  the  Plaifier'd  Bridge,  I  turnM  to  my! 
nght  ha^d,  and  when  I  was  paft  the  heaps  of| 
Ruines  and  Rubbilh  that  are  there,  I  came  to  thc| 
Monaftery  of  Mary  Mma^  or  S.  Menna.,  which 
is  an  Hofpital  rather,  for  poor  old  Men,  than  a 
Monaflery.  , 

Within  the  Walls  of  this  Monaftery  are  three 
Churches:,  one  belongs  to  the  C(?priej,  the  other 
to  the  Armenians^  and  the  third  to  the  Syrimr, 
but  it  is  a  filthy  place,  and  the  Churches  are  but 
dark.  t  I 


A  'journey  to  the  City  of  Fi^m. 

HE  Province  of  VHm  hath  been  alway: 
-     efteem'd  one  of  the  mofl  excellent  of  al 
Wmt,  becaufe  of  its  fruitful  Fields.  ^f  its  grea 
•^^^  *  Riches 
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Riches,  of  its  pl^afant  Gardens,  which  are  the 
rareft  of  all  this  Kingdom  ^  and  becaufe  of  many 
wonderful  things  that  are  there,  I  had  fo  great  a 
defire  to  travel  in  it,  that  I  thought  I  had  feen 
nothing,  if  I  did  not  fee  this  Country  alfo. 

And  becaufe  E^ypt  is  fuch  a  Country  that  one 
cannot  travel  in  it  all  the  year,  and  in  every  fea- 
fon,  forfometimesyouare  hinder'd  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  heats  that  burn  and  fcorch  your  bodies, 
fometimtsby  the  overflowing  of  NsIms  thu  bu- 
ry all  the  Fields  under  water,  and  fometimes  be^ 
cznktht  Arabians  arefcattered  about  the  ways^ 
and  when  thefe  inconveniencies  don^t  hinder^  the 
Cafciefs  or  Governours  fometimes  arc  wont  to 
fright  Travellers ,  for  commonly  they  be  litrle 
Tyrants,  who  live  by  extortion  and  opprefTidn 
of  the  perfons  that  have  the  unhappinefsto  fail 
into  their  hands:  Therefore  to  accomplifli  this 
Journey  with  more  fafety,  I  waited  for  the  Vin- 
tage of  Fimn,  for  then  the  ways  are  full  of  per- 
fons that  carry  Grapes  to  Cairo ,  and  then  the  A- 
rahians  retreat  into  the  Defarts,  and  there  is  no-- 
thing  to  be  fear 'd. 

In  this  feafon  I  undertook  this  Journey  that  I 
had  long  defigncd^  I  went  from  C^/V^?  Monday 
the  2 1. of  Jdy. 

And  that  I  might  not  fall  into  the  fame  danger 
as  at  Tarane^  I  took  with  me  a  Janiz^ary^  to  wliom 
I  gave  15  Piafters  every  Months  and  I  took  my 
Blackiwr,  nam'd  Abd  Kernn^  whofe  courage  I 
had  experienc'd  before-,  for  them  and  myfclf,  I 
hired  three  Mules  that  were  going  back  to  that 
City  we  went  from  Cairo  the  prefixt  day  be- 
fore Noon. 

At  our  arrival  at  the  Monaftery  of  Aduvie^ 
L  3  which 


which  is  about  an  hours  travelling  from  Old 
Cairoy  fcituate  upon  the  Eaft^fide.  of  Nilnsy  we 
paft  to  the  other  fide  of  the  River,  and  from 
l^hence  we  march'd  to  Mocanm  j  a  very  good 
Town,  a  place  where  dwells  an  Arabian  Prince, 
very  famous,  called  Ibn  Chahir  ^  at  night  we  got 
as  far  Kahue  Bamafcht ,  a  CofFee-houfe  built 
atthe entry  in  of  tlie  Wildernefs  through  which 
one  goes  to  Fi^m' 

After  that  we  hadrefted  ourfelvesa  little,  we 
proceeded  on  in  our  journey  before  the  Sun^fet, 
niarching  through  txhe  Wildernefs  with  many  o- 
thers  in  oiir  Compaiiy,  who  had  overtaken  us 
whiles  we  ftayed.  ^ . 

We  ipent  nine  hours  in  going  through  this 
Defiut,  going  all  night  through  a  Campane  very 
equal ,  full  of  Sand,  and  boundiefs,  and  in  the 
morning  before  the  Sun-rifing  we  arriv'd  at  71^ 
mchy  a  very  great  and  confiderable  Town,  be- 
longing to  the  Cafcieflik  of  Fwm^  fcituate  at  the 
end  of  the  Wilderneis,  about  five  hours  journey^ 
ing  from  Flum  for  a  Horfeman. 

When  we  had  refted  here  a  while,  and  drMk 
feme  Cofll^e ,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Country,  we  niarchM  on  in  our  yay,  and  enterM 
into  Fii^r^  about  Noon.  ' 

At  my  firft  arrival,  I  lodged  in  a  publick  Ina 
called  Ocalet  Beida  ^  fcituate  near  the  Marke^ 
and  alraoft  ruinated,  till  I  could  meet  with  a  bet- 
ter and  more  convenient  abode.  About  ten  days 
after  1  chang'd  my  dwelling,  becaufe  I  was  top 
jmuch  in  the  eye  of  the  TW^j,  and  causM  them 
to  be  too  jealous  of  me,  which  a  Fraric  ought  to 
be  careful  of,  that  he  may  not  be  cenfur'd  and  af^ 
fronted  by  them^  I  took  a  lodging  near  the  Chr  i^ 

(tiang 
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ftians  dwellings,  at  a  Tnrk^  houfe,  called  Tatar 
Sciabm^  who  was  a  very  honeft  man ,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  Religion. 

As  foon  as  the  Turks  fee  a  Franc  in  a  Village 
or  Country,  chiefly  where  they  never  faw  him  be- 
fore, they  imagine  immediately  that  he  is  loaden 
with  Diamonds  and  Pearls.  They  take  therefore 
notice  of  all  hisfteps,  to  find  out  fomeoccafion 
to  quarrel  with  him  and  of  all  places  of  Tny 
kje^  this  happens  moll  frequently  in  Egypt. 

As  foon  as  1  was  in  the  Town  j  the  report 
ipread  about,  that  a  rich  Fr4;^<:  with  a  great  Train 
was  come.  The  Cadi  thinking  therefore  that  he 
bad  a  perfon  from  whom  he  might  draw  a  lum  of 
Money,  becaufe  he  beiiev'd  that  I  was  a  Mer- 
chant come  thither  to  buy  Whies  in  the  Vintage-, 
time  to  carry  them  to  C^w,  which  Ciomaiodity 
is  forbidden  in  all  the  Territories  of  the  Grand 
Seignior,  he  defired  the  N^iib  Gaibcj  or  Soubachi 
of  the  place,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  my,  de- 
figns,  and  to  let  him  underftand  them:,  for  he 
promifed  to  give  him  half  the  money  that  he 
fliould  get  out  of  me,  if  I  did  buy  any  Wines. 

For  this  purpofe  .the  Naib  G^ihe^  or  Soptbachi^ 
a  Renegade  Flemings  who  fpoke  well  his  Mother^ 
tongue,  came  to  my  lodging  with  two  Ruffians, 
and  enter'd  into  my  Chamber  whiles  I  was  taking 
OutmyCloaths,  and  without  fainting  any  body, 
fate  down  in  a  Gorner,which  is  the  place  that  be- 
longs to  the  Mailer  of  the  houfe  in  theEaft- 
Countries:  The  Ruffians  ftoodatthedoorjlean- 
ing  upon  their  Staves.  I  was  mightily  furpriz'd 
to  fee  fuch  a  perfon  come  to  vifif  me.  I  called 
to  my  Jamz.ary  to  know  what  he  would  have  i 
he  anfwered ,  that  he  underftood  that  I  was  a 
L  4  Franc^ 


Fra?ic ,  and  that  he  was  come  to  know  whether  I 
would  buy  any  Wine,  becaufe  he  would  recom- 
mend me  to  that  which  was  very  good.  I  re-^ 
ply'djthatif  he  had  no  other  bufmefs-,  he  might 
ipare  himfclf  the  trouble  and  pains  that  he  took, 
that  I  was  never  a  Merchant  of  Wines,  and 
Would  not  now  begin*,  and  that  we  Fra?ws  care 
not  much  for  the  poor  Wines  of  his  Country, 
To  this  he  held  his  peace. 

He  enquirM  what  Countryman  1  was  ^  when!' 
had  told  him  that  1  was  of  the  City  of  Erfordia 
Germany^  he  feem'd  to  rcjoyce,  becaufe  he  had 
Idund  one  in  fuch  a  far  Country  whom  he  might 
name  his  Countryman,  for  hc-faid  he  was  of 
j^mflerdam.  He  promised  me  his  friendfhip Wc 
eat  afterwards  together,and  I  caus'd  him  to  drink 
Wine  as  much  as  he  would,  which  was  very  plea-' 
iingto  him  :  when  the  liquor  had  a  little  chear'd 
his  fpirits,  he  difcover'd  to  me  thedefignof  the* 
Cadi  ^  and  thecaufe  of  his  Vifit;  by  this  means 
he  became  one  of  my  bell  Friends  in  Egyp^  and 
my  fafety  whiles  I  continued  in  that  Town,  with-:^ 
out  whom  Ifhould  not  have  efcapM  the  Train^ 
that  was  laid  for  me. 

After  a  little  relt  in  my  lodging,  I  fought  fome* 
means  to  ftrike  acquaintance  with  the  BifliopoP 
the  place,  called  ^w^^  Mr who  had  a  very  - 
good  repute  of  an  honeft  and  a  learned  man,' 
becaufe  I  wa^s  defirous  to  have  fonie  body  to  con- 
verfe  with,  and  to  fpend  my  time  with  fome  ad- 
van  tnge  to  my  felf;  1  obtained  this  with  eafe,  for' 
he  came  a  few  ^ays  after  and  lodgM  at  my  houfe : 
!  am  much  beholding  to  him  for  many  things 
that  he  hath  told  me  concerning  their  Belief  and 
Ceremonies,  which  I  have  inferted  in  my  Chnrch 
of  AUxmdria.  Let 
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Let  us  now  Tee  the  defcription  of  the  Town 
and  Territory  of  Fium, 

The  Town  of  Fmm,  the  chief  of  the  Province 
whereof  it  bears  the  name,  is  Jarge  and  full  of 
people:  It  is  built  upon  the  Ruines  of  the  old 
Arfinoe^  which  is  near  adjoyning  on  the  Weft- 
fide.  Though  the  moft  part  of  the  houfes  are 
but  little,  and  made  of  Bricks  dried  in  the  Sun, 
they  are  neverthelefs  commodious,  and  fome^ 
where  the  OfEcers  and  Commanders  dwell,  arc 
large  and  beautiful.  There  be  many  Copies  Chri- 
ftians,andaBifhop,  but  no  Church  within  the 
Walls-,  they  perform  their  Devotions  at  DWJ>,  a 
Village  near  by. 

An  artificial  Channel  cut  from  the  River  paf- 
feth  through  this  City,  from  Eaft  to  Weft :  They 
name  it  Bd^rjnfef,  or  the  River  ofjofefh^  for 
they  believe  that  Jofefh,  Jacobs  Son^czm' A  it  to 
be  made.  'Tis  call'd  alfo  Calitz.  il  Menhi^  or  the 
Channel  of  Menhi.  This  Channel  is  remarkable, 
becaiife  it  keeps  frefh  water  all  the  year,  which 
proceeds  from  feveral  Fountains  there,  but  it  is 
too  Hiallow  to  carry  Boats  but  when  the  River 
overflows.  It  begins  about  three  days  journey 
from  Fiumj  drawing  towards  the  South,  near  a 
Village  named  r-^m  Ijfcerif^  where  I  have  been. 
It  runs,  when  it  hath  left  the  Town,  into  the 
Lake  named  Birket  il  Kem^  or  the  Lake  of  C/?^- 
ron,  where  the  waters  become  fait. 

In  this  Town  are  to  be  feen  many  Relicks  of 
Antiquity,  as  Capitals,  Antick  Works,  Pillars 
of  Marble  broken.  In  the  Corn-market  is  to  be 
feen  a  great  Pillar  entire  laid  upon  the  ground, 
and  a  great  MiU-ftone,  both  of  a  red  ftone  - 
andalmoft  in  all  houfes  is  to  be  feen  fomethin^ 
Very  remarkable  for  its  antiquity.  Here 
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•  Here  is  made  much  Linea  for  the  houfe,  and 
Canvas  to  pack  up  the  Commodities  of  the  Coun- 
try: They -have  a  great  4eal  of  Flax,  which 
yields  a  great  benefit^  ftrak'd  Linen  is  plentiful 
here,  and  very  good^  with  which  the  Country- 
people  cloath  themfelves*  The  Leather  of  this 
Country  is  much  efteem'd,  but  chiefly  the  Blan- 
kets that  are  made  here  are  the  fineftof  the  i^- 
vant,  and  are  carried  all  over  the  world..  Here 
are  alfo  made  Sacks  of  Network'  of  Cord  ,  to 
carry  upon  Camels  Straw,  or  dried  Dung  to 
burn,  or  Stones,  or  fomefuch  thing,  for  they  ne- 
ver ufe  Carts. 

This  Territory  is  very  fruitful  and  pleafant, 
and  all  that  grows  here  is  of  a  better  tafte  than 
in  the  other  Provinces.  Here  arc  Fields  full  of 
Rofe^trees,  and  Woods  of  Fig-trees^  which  are 
not  in  other  parts  of  E^ypt.  The  Gardens  are 
full  of  all  manner  of  Trees,  bearing  Fruity  a? 
Pear-trees,  Orange^trees,  Lemon-trees,  Peach- 
trees,  Plumb- trees,  Apricock-trees,  and  many 
others  that  are  fent  to  be  fold  at  Cairo^  which 
yields  them  a  great  profit. 

In  Finm  only, of  all  the  Provinces  of  E^yft,  are 
Vineyards-,  and  in  thefe  Villages  only,  in  Fidimm 
where  I  have  been,  in  Nacaltfe^  Seliinj  jibnkefa^ 
ji^iamiin^  G  err  ado  y  and  Tobhar. 

They  make  Wine  thus :  They  prefs  the  Grapes  : 
either  with  theit  Feet,  or  otherwife,  into  a  great . 
Earthen  VelTel they  put  afterwards  the  new 
Wine  into  a  Sack  of  courfe  Linen,  and  ftrain  it 
into  another  Veffel  from  thence  they  draw  it, 
and  fecure  it  in  Jars  well  pitcb'd  within,  which 
contain  about  twelve  thoufand  Drams.  Now 
thefe  Jars  they  place  in  the  Sun  during  feven  days. 
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leaving  them  open ,  that  the  new  Wine  might 
purge  it  felf  they  flop  them  afterwards  with 
Palm-leaves ,  aiid  cover  them  clofe  with  Mud. 
They  leave  their  Wine  in  this  manner,  till  they 
intend  to  drink  it. 

This  Wine  is  not  much  efteeiiied  of  by  the 
Frams^  becaufe  there  remains  fo  much  dregs  that 
come  out  into  the  Cup  with  the  Wine-  but  if 
they  had  but  the  art  of  clearing  and  clarifying 
the  Wine,  it  would  be  doubtlefs  a  very  pleafant 
Wine,  for  the  Qrapes  are  very  fweet,  and  plea- 
fingtothetafte. 

1  have  not  feen  a>r^vince  in  Egypt  that  is  fo 
much  cut  into  Channels  as  this  :  They  all  pro- 
ceed from  J'ofephs  River,  and  they  are  made  to 
water  the  Fields  with  more  eafe,  and  becaufe 
this  great  number  of  Ditches  would  hinder  men 
from  travelling  up  and  down,  were  it  not  for 
the  Bridges,  here  be  more  than  in  any  other  part 
of  Egypt.  They  are  all  made  with  burnt  Bricks, 
and  very  ftrong;  The  Tradition  faith,  that  they 
were  buiided  in  the  days  of  the  Pharaoh^  h  and 
it  IS  the  opinion  of  the  Coptie^^  that  thefe  Kings 
imployed  the  Jfraelites  in  making  Bricks  for 
thefe  Bridges,  which  is  very  probable  for  it  is 
certain,  that  almoft  an  infinite  number  of  men 
are  needful  to  make  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  Bricks. 

This  Province  of  Fiim  anciently  had  three 
hundred  threefcore  and  five  Towns  and  Villages, 
but  now  there  be  but  threefcore  and  two  ^  all  the 
other  have  been  fwallowed  up  in  the  Lake  Kem^ 
or  dellroyed  by  the  tyranny  of  theGovernours. 

The  Gi/c/V/ dwells  in  the  Town:  He  pays 
now  to  the  Pacha  five  and  twenty  Purfes,  and  five 

to 
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to  his  Kehaja^  or  Lieutenant,  and  to  his  jigas.  He 
pays  for  his  Province  two  hundred  purfcs  in  four 
payments.  The  Divan  of  Cairo  allows  him  three 
Cornets  of  Horfe,  or  Spahinsy  to  keep  his  Coun- 
try 0  unto  whom  he  pays  every  fix  Months  five 
and  twenty  Piafiers^  which  is  but  a  fmall  allow- 
ance-, fo  that  they  are  but  poorly  clad,  and  ap- 
pear as  fo  many  Beggars,  rather  than  as  the  Soul- 
diers  of  fo  great  an  Emperour. 

The  ancient  Town  of  Arfmoe^  fcituated  near 
Fium^  on  theNorth'Ealt-fide,is  now  totally  rui- 
nated :  There  remains  nothing  of  it  now,  but  a 
great  many  Mountains  very  high  raifed,  with 
the  ruines  and  rubbifli  of  the  Town.  They  ihew  ^ 
fufficientiy,  that  it  was  one  of  the  greateft  and 
moft  glorious  Cities  of  E^ft.  The  people  of 
the  Country  call  it,  Medina  Fares^  or  the  Tov&n  of 
the  Fer^ian'^  but  I  could  never  underltand  the 
caufeof  this  name. 

They  fay  that  it  was  deftroyed  and  burnt  by 
Cats>  which  the  Enemies  fet  into  it  when  they 
had  tyed  Fire-brands  at  their  Tails,  which  Mat- 
tered the  fire  into  every  corner  of  the  City,  and 
burnt  it  to  aflies. 

The  Copies  call  it  in  their  Books  Arfimcy  and 
Tliny  calls  all  that  Province,  the  Government  of 
jirfnoe. 

Un  the  24th  of  this  Month  I  went  to  Fidintin, 
a  Village  diftant  from  Fium  about  two  hours  ri- 
ding, towards  the  Weft,  to  vifit  the  Bifhop,  who 
was  gone  thither  out  of  the  Cafciefs  fight.  I  was- 
cloathed  ina  Turkifhhabit,  with  a  Janiz^ary  and 
a  Negre  well  armed ,  upon  good  Horfes.  Our 
coming  put  the^  poor  Bifhop  into  fuch  a  fright, 
that  he  thought^himfelf  already  kiird,when  he 

heard 
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heard  that  three  ftrange  Horfe-men  ask'd  for 
him.  He  thought  at  firft  that  we  were  forae  fent 
by  the  C^/r/V/todohim  an  injury.  Thefe  poor 
people  are  become  wonderful  timerous,  through 
the  continual  tyranny  of  thofe  Barbarians ,  fo 
that  at  the  leafl:  motion  they  tremble  and  fhake. 
He  was  pretty  well  fatisfied,  when  I  told  him  that 
I  was  z  Franc  come  purpofely  to  crave  acquain- 
tance with  him :  He  entertained  us  in  a  very  poor 
dwelling,  invited  us  into  his  Parlour,  and  treat- 
ed us  with  very  good  Wine  of  the  Country. 
When  we  had  Ipent  fome  hours  in  converfation 
with  him ,  we  went  to  fee  the  Vines  of  that 
Charter,  and  in  the  Evening  we  returned  home 
to  the  City. 

The  29th  of  the  fame  Month  I  went  to  Bija- 
mnhy  a  Village  about  half  a  League  from  Fwmy 
towards  the  North,  to  fee  an  ancient  thing,  the 
Body  of  a  great  Statue  of  a  Gyant,  of  a  red 
Stone,  without  Head  or  Arms,  Handing  upon  a 
Bafis.  This  Statue  is  behind  the  Village ,  in  a 
great  broad  Road. 

I  could  never  learn  what  it  is  ,  becaufe  the 
Country-people  have  no  Tradition  of  it*,  and  in 
the  Hiftories  of  Egypt  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  it.  I  have  only  learnt  that  the  people  of  the 
Country  call  it  the  Statne  of  Pharaoh which  I 
think  not  to  be  trtie,  becaufe  it  is  the  cuftom  of 
the  Egyptians  to  entitle  all  things  of  an  extraor- 
dinary bignefs  with  the  name  of  Pharaoh j  from  a 
conceit  they  have  that  they  were  all  Gyants. 

The  Bafis  of  this  Statue  is  fquare ,  of  hewn 
ftones  that  are  very  great,  every  ftone  hath  two 
foot  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and  almoft  ten  foot  in 
length  ^  the  fore-front  hath  five  Perches  in  length, 
that  is  about  thirty  foot.  Near 
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Near  this  Bafis  five  others  ftand  in  a  Demi- 
circle  ,  but  lefs,  and  without  any  Statue  upon 
them. 

The  Bifhop  informed  me ,  that  heretofore  in 
this  Village  was  an  Agiafma^  or  Fountain  of  holy 
Water-,  called  by  the  Arab.  Ein  il  Mmdura  and 
that  every  Holy-Thnrfday  ^gvQ^t  manyChrifti- 
ans  were  wont  to  meet  there  to  drink  of  this 
Water  out  of  devotion,  but  that  the  people  of 
the  place,  who  are  all  Mahometans^  have  ftopM 
it  up,  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  Super- 
ftition. 

When  we  had  well  feen  thefe  things,  we  re- 
turned to  the  Town,  and  in  our  way  we  went  o- 
ver  the  Riiines  of  the  ancient  Arfinoe ,  where  I 
faw  nothing  remarkable ,  but  fome  old  Walls 
which  my  Guide  told  me  were  the  remains  of  a 
Bath. 

When  we  were  come  near  the  Town,  we  left 
it  on  the  left  hand,  and  went  to  fee  the  Needle  of 
Bibig ,  whereof  this  is  the  defcription. 

This  Needle  is  placed  on  the  ground,  without 
any  Bafis,  in  the  middle  of  a  Corn-field,  in  a 
place  where  is  no  houfe,  nor  mark  of  any  that 
hath  been  there. 

It  is  diftant  from  Fium  about  along  half  league. 
Hear  a  Village  called  from  whence  it  bor^ 
tows  the  name.  This  Village  isfcituated  on  the 
South- weft  of  Fittm,  and  belongs  unto  it. 

It  is  built  ina  longfquare,  very  high-,  its  lar- 
geft  fides  have  fix  foot,  and  the  narroweftare  of 
four.  This  Needle  abuts  not  into  a  fliarp  point, 
as  others  in  £0;7f  and /f^/y,  but  the  top  is  made 
like  an  Afles  back :  On  the  South-fide,  which  is 
oneof  the  largeft>  there  are  three  ranks  of  Ima- 
ges, 
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ges,  that  reprefent  M^n  and  Women  holding  one 
another  by  the  hand :  under  thefe  three  ranks  be- 
gin fourteen  ranks  of  Hieroglyphick  Charaders^ 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  finger,  which  are  to  be 
read  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ^  every  rank  is 
divided  from  the  other,  which  is  near,  with  a 
line  that  is  drawn  between ,  all  along  the  Nee- 
dle :  So  that  without  doubt  this  Needle  is  the 
moft  curious  that  may  be  feen.  In  every  one  of 
the  lefler  fides  is  but  one  rank  of  lefFer  Chara- 
cters, which  yet  continue  very  clear  and  beau- 
tiful. 

There  is  one  thing  to  be  lamented  at,  that 
time  hath  almofl:  blotted  out  the  Figures,  from 
the  middle  of  the  Pillar  to  the  bottom*,  and  that 
the  Stones  have  not  been  able  to  defend  them- 
felyes  from  corruption,  being  much  worn  out 
It  is  of  a  red  Stone,  as  all  others. 

Its  top  is  like  an  AfFes  back,  and  very  large  fit 
for  the  Vultures  and  Hawks  to  pitch  upon  it  at 
night:  Thefe  Birds  have  fo  whitened  it  with 
their  dung,  that  the  uppermoft  Figures  are  fcarce 
to  be  difcern'd. 

I  have  taken  notice,  that  all  the  Needles  that  I 
have  feen  in  Egypt,  ftand  not  upon  any  Bafis,  but 
upon  the  ground,  which  makes  me  believe  that 
the  invention  of  planting  them  upon  a  Bafis;  is 
not  derive4  ^^"^  th^  Egyptians^  but  from  the 
Romam^  v/ho  having  taken  notice  that  this  kind 
of  Pillar  was  very  ufeful,  and  contained  great 
Myfteriesin  their  Charafters,  they  have  rais'd 
them  upon  a  Bafis,  to  render  them  more  remark- 
able and  confiderable  tb  the  curious.  We  re- 
turned to  the  Town  about  Noon. 
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A  link  Journey  to  Sennuris. 

SVnday  the  31.  of  July  I  went  to  Sennuris y  a 
Village  belonging  to  the  Cafiieflik  of  Finmy 
fcituateontheNorthof  this  Town,  and  about 
four  hours  travelling  on  Horfeback,  to  fee  the 
remains  of  Antiquity  that  are  there,  and  there- 
aboutsbefides  my  Servants,  fome  other  Copies 
Chriftians  went  with  me.  ^  ■ 

When  I  had  a  little  refted  my  felf  at  Sennnrts^  :  . 
inthehoufe  of  Sciechtl  Beledj  the  Chief  of  the 
Village,  a  Moor^  where  my  friends  obUg'd  me 
to  take  my  lodging  ,  I  went  to  take  notice  of 
the  Village,  which  is  great,  and  very  beautiful  5 
and  at  the  fame  time  I  faw  the  Church  of  the  - 
ties  dedicated  to  the  Archangel  S.  Michael^  but  it 
is  very  mean. 

Neverthelefs,ltook  notice  there  of  one  thmg 
very  remarkable,  namely,  a  fquare  ftone,  where 
are  three  little  Figures  cuf,  the  firft  reprefents 
the  Archangel  S.  Michael^  the  middle  reprefents 
the  Virgin  Mary^  who  holds  in  her  Arms  her 
Son,  and  the  third  the  Angel  Raphael  The  names 
of  every  one  is  written  underneath  in  Greek 
Letters,  in  the  Cooties  Language.  This  flioneis 
a  foot  and  a  half  long  from  fide  to  fide :  The 
Priefts  informed  me,  that  this  Stotie  was  hereto- 
fore in  the  Chancel,  but  when  they  faw  that  the 
people  renderM  homage  to  thefe  Figures,  they 
placM  them  in  a  corner  of  the  Church,  that  they 
might  hinder  them  from  Idolatry.  They  ofFerM 
it  to  me  for  a  Piafler  and  a  half,  becaufe  I  feem'd 
to  value  it  at  a  high  rate  I  would  not  take  it,  be- 
caufe 1  had  no  intent  to  return  fo  foon  to  Catroj 
but  to  go  further  into  Saydi^.  At: 
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At  the  Wefi-tidQ  of  the  Village,  aboutaMuC 
quet4hoc  from  it,  is  to  be  feen  a  very  ancient 
Bridge  of  Bricks,  made  for  a  Paflage  for  the 
River  when  it  overflows.  The  People  of  the 
Country  fay,  that  fofephj  Jacob's  Son,  caufed  it  to 
be  built.  It  is  apparent  by  its  Ruines,  that  here- 
tofore it  was  very  great,  but  now  there  remains 
no  more  but  four  Arches. 

Round  about  this  Village  is  fown  a  great 
deal  of  Flax,  but  it  is  not  efteemM  fo  good  as 
that  which  grows  in  other  parts  of  £gypt. 

At  that  time  there  was,  as  well  as  aiFrnm^  a 
ivant  of  frefh  Water,  becaufe  the  people  of  the 
Country  ufuallycaft  into  the  River  their  Hemp, 
Adhere  they  take  their  Water  to  drink,  this  had 
^  poifoned  the  Waters,  that  they  did  ftink,  lb 
:hat  I  was  forced  to  caufe  fome  frefti  Water  to 
)e  brought  from  Fumy  which  is  about  four  hours 
iiftant  from  this  Village. 

In  an  evening  1  walkM  to  fee  the  Lake  Kem^ 
ihkh  is  very  near  Semnrisy  on  th^  Wefi-M^. 

This  La^e  is  narrow,  but  long,  for  I  was  told 
hat  it  is  about  two  days  travelling  for  a  Horfe, 
1  length.  This  is  doubtlefs  the  Lake  Miris  mcn- 
oned  by  Pliny y  when  he  faith,  Inter  Arfmditen 
rafeSlnramy  ac  Memphiten  LacHs  fuity  circmtH 
CL.  M,  fajfmm^aHtHt MHtianustradityCCCCL. 
d.  &  UtitHdinis  L,  fajfmmy  mann  failus  a  Rege 

fecerat  Moeridis  appellatns:  For  there  is  no 
ther  Lake  between  F/'/^w,  which  is  Arfmoe,  and 
te  City  of  Memphis^  or  the  place  where  it 
ood. 

At  its  Eafierncnd  is  placM  the  Village  T amhh^ 
entioned  before  and  in  its  Weft  end  is  the  fa?- . 
ous  Caltle  of  f^izJr  aron,  of  which  I  fcall 
>cak  hereafter.  M  Tb^s 
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This  Lake  receives  all  the  Waters  that  run 
from  the  Fields  when  NUhs  is  overflown,  and 
from  the  River  of  Jofeph  they  become  fait  be- 
caufe  the  Earth  is  full  of  Niter. 

Here  is  much  Fi(h ,  chiefly  a  Filh  called  in 
Jrab.  Houdy  which  I  have  defer  ibed  in  the  Chap- 
ter concerning  the  Filh  of  NHhs. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  Lake  are  Defarts  of 
Sand  very  large ;  I  have  heard  from  Perfons 
worthy  to  be  believed,  that  there  are  to  be  fecn  i 
many  remarkable  Ruines  of  ancient  Towns,  par-  jj 
ticularly  of  rm^fc oiTemeh  Lions r 
a  Town  fb  named  becauie  of  the  Statues  of  Lions  i 
that  were  there  to  be  (een. 

Here  is  alfo  to  be  leen  the  Ruines  of  an  ancient  | 
Monaftery  named  Deir  Ahnllfej  or  the  Mona-  jj 
ftery  of  Jhhllfe.  ,  r      •  i 

They  told  me,  that  they  had  feen  the  Labyrmth  i 
which  IS  at  the  end  of  the  Lake  W?/Jer/>,mention- 
cd  by  Plifiy,  when  he  faith,  There  was  a  Labyrinth 
in  the  Lake  of  Moeridis^  hniU  vpithoHt  any  Wood.  \. 
This  Labyrinth  is  named  now  by  the  Egyptans^ 
CaJfrCarnn,  orthe  Caftle  of  T/x^VC^^^^^  a  fa- 
mous Lord  in  the  Hiltoriesof  the  ^r^^^^^^x,  be- 
caufeof  his  Treafures  which  arefaid  to  be  here 
buried,  and  kept  by  dreadful  r/i//>^w/.  They 
tell  me,  that  this  Caftle  hath  three  hundred  and 
threefcore  and  five  Chambers,  fointangled  one 
into  another  thata  man  cannot  get  out,  if  when 
he  comes  in  he  doth  not  take  notice  of  the 
way- 

This  Report  gave  me  a  great  defire  to  vcnttire 
to  fee  all  thefe  Wonders  at  any  rate:I  had  already 
agreed  with  the  Chieftain  of  the  Village,  to  have 
frcmhimaGuardof  twelve  Men,  whom  he  knew 

to 
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to  be  faithful  and  trufty  ^  but  my  Janiflary,  a 
timerous  Fellow,  fpoil'd  my  defign,  by  (hewing 
me  the  danger  there  was  of  the  Arabians  •  he 
thrptned  likewife  the  Guard,  to  tell  the  Cafcief 
which  would  have  created  me  fome  trouble.  ' 

I  conceive  that  this  Relation  may  beget  a  de- 
fire  in  fome  Traveller  to  go  and  fee  this  Curiofi- 
ty,  therefore  1  will  give  him  a  little  advice  which 
ftiall  help  him  toaccomplifli  hisdefign. 

He  muft  know,  that  he  ought  not  to  go  to  the 
Labyrinth  from  Senmris^  or  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  Lake,  but  to  Senhury  a  Village  diftant  from 
Sermnrif  about  an  hours  travelling;  for  there 
the  Filher-men  of  the  Lake  Caron  dwell,  who 
are  belt  able  to  carry  Men  thither :  But  it  is  ve- 
ry needful  that  a  Francj  who  will  undertake  this 
Voyage,  be  well  learned  in  the  Arabian  Tongue, 
that  he  be  well  cloathed  according  to  the  Mode 
of  the  Country,  that  he  may  not  be  known,  and 
chiefly  let  him  diffemble  his  defign  as  much  as  he 
can-,  for  if  he  fails  in  any  of  thefe  particulars, 
he  will  doubtle^  be  loft.  The  Moors^  who  are 
very  jealous  of  the  Treafures  that  are  faid  to  be 
there,  will  knock  him  on  the  head,  that  he  may 
not  carry  them  away. 

I  ftaid  three  days  at  Sennuris^  for  the  place  did 
pleafc  me,  and  the  Inhabitants  were  very  civil. 
I  returnM  to  Finm^  the  (econd  day  of  AngHfi^vtv^ 
much  difpleas'd  with  my  JanilTary,  becaufe  he 
.had  crofs'd  my  defign. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  this  Month  the  Water 
of  i^^7«j  enters  into  the  Channel  of  which 
paffeth  through  Finm^  as  wc  have  faid.  Then  its 
Waters  are  purified,  and  purged  from  its  ftink- 
ing  qualities  which  the  jFlax  and  Hemp  give  it : 
M  z  Then 
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Then  the  Cifterns  of  the  Town  are  fiUM  with  [ 
Water,  which  the  Inhabitants  drink  all  the  year 
long,  therefore  this  inundation  makes  all  the 
people  of  the  Country  roundabout  to  rejoice. 


A  mlk  to  the  Pyramide  of  Havara, 

BEtween  the  Towns  of  Fium  and  Benepiefj 
which  arediftant  the  one  from  the  other 
about  a  little  days  Journey,  there  be  two  great 
Tyr amides  \  the  one  is  near  Fium^  the  other  nearer, 
to  Benefuef.  The  firft  is  named  Haram  Havara^ 
th^  Pyramide  q£  Havara:  Th^  Othcv  Haram  JU- 
hnn,  the  Pyramide  of  Ilahm* 

Thnrfday,  the  4th  of  Augufi^  I  went  to  that  of; 
Havaraj  fo  called  from  the  neighbouring  Vil- 
lage  Havara.  It  Stands  about  an  hour  and  a  halfs 
walking  from  Fiumj  on  the  South  fide,  fcituated 
in  a  fandy  Wildernefs,  like  that  which  is  over  a- 
gainft  C^/V(7,  where  the  Pyramides  {tznd :  when 
we  were  gone  beyond  a  certain  EIridge  of  Brick, 
very  old,  which  is  upon  the  Highway  of  Benefnefy 
we  left  it,to  take  a  (horter  courfe but  we  found 
caufe  to  repent  it,becaufe  the  way  was  craggy  and 
fliUofSand. 

We  were  obligMalfo  to  go  through  the  Bohr 
Belame,  or  the  River  without  Water,which  caut 
ed  us  to  endure  much  trouble  and  fear,  in  regard 
of  the  depth  that  was  extraordinary,  and  our  be- 
ing forced  to  climb  up  again.  And  when  we  had 
overcome  all  thefe  difficulties,  and  were  near  the  ' 
Pyramide^  about  fix  hundred  Paces  from  it  we  met 
with  a  Ditch  of  the  River  of  Jofe^hM^  ofWater 
we  could  not  get  over  it,  but  were  forced  to  ftay 
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on  that  fide,  and  from  thence  take  a  view,  at  a 
diftance,  of  the  Pyrmidey  to  my  great  difplea- 
fure.  I  took  notice,  that  in  its  elevation  and 
breadth,  it  was  much  like  the  fecond  Fyramide 
which  IS  at  Giz.e,  but  the  length  of  time  hath  al-, 
moft  reduc'd  it  trf  Duft,  fothat  it  appears  like 
a  fliarp  Mountain  of  Sand,  rather  than  a  Pyra- 
mde. 

The  Defart  where  it  Hands,  is  like  that  of  the 
Mommies  which  is  near  Saccara.  Some  Wells  of 
Mommies  are  here  to  be  found,  whereof  the  en- 
try is  fill'd  up  with  Sand,and  fome  are  half  empty. 
Upon  the  ground  are  fcattered,  here  and  there. 
Bones  of  Mommies^  broken  Wood,  and  pieces 
of  Coffins  i  fo  that  one  may  fay  that  it  is  altoge- 
ther like  that  of  S^iccir^. 

Butbecaufewe  were  without  any  Guide,  and 
my  JamlFary  was  a  very  Coward,  havi  ng  none  but 
him  with  me,he  allarm'd  me  feveral  times  with 
the  fear  of  tht  Arabians,  befides,ourBeafl:s  were 
bred  with  the  deep  way ;  I  was  therefore  con- 
ftrain  d  to  fet  bounds  to  my  Curiofity,  and  to  re^ 
turn  to  the  Town,palIing  through  the  River  with- 
out Water,  near  its  Mouth,  leaving  on  our  left 
hand,  near  the  Pyramide  of  Havara^  the  Ruines 
of  an  ancient  Town,  whereof  I  could  never  un- 
derftand  the  name-,  and  a  little  further,  on  the 
fame  fide,  the  Village  of  Havara^  from  whence 
m.%  Pyramids  borrows  the  name,  and  at  a  little 
diftance  from  this  Village,a  very  ancient  Bridge, 
and  very  high,which  is  made  to  give  a  paffage  to 
the  River  NHhs  when  itoverflows :  We  return'd 
to  Ft  urn  again  about  Noon. 

For  the  other  Pyrmidey  called  of  Ilahun-,  the 
^r^i-^^jwHiftoriansfay,  thzijofefh^  JacobhSovi, 
M  3  cauf- 
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caufed  it  to  be  built.  It  is  fo  nam'd  from  the  Vil- 
lage /kte,  near  adjoining,  belonging  to  the  Caf 
cieflikof  but becaufel could  not  look 

upon  it,  but  at  a  diftance,  I  cannot  well  defcribe 
it.  The  Reader  may  fee  what  Macriu  faith 
of  it. 


Awdk  to  the  Monafiery  Cafciabe. 

ON  the  19th  of  Aiigufl  I  went  to  the  Mona- 
ftery  of  Cafciabe^  diftant  from  Fiiim  about 
two  hours  walking,  or  thereabouts,  drawing  to- 
wards the  SoHth^Eafl  in  the  Wildernefs,  called 
by  the  jirabiansy  Gebel  Nakhn^  or  the  Mountain  nj 

In  our  way  to  this  Monailery  we  went  over 
feveral  Bridges  of  Brick,very  ftrong,made  by  the 
ancient  Egypiam :  And  we  left  at  our  right  hand 
at  the  entry  of  the  Wildernefs,  which  is  about 
lialf  way^the  Monafteryof  and  ^ 

little  further,  at  our  left  hand,  theRuines  of  an 
ancient  Town  overthrown,  of  which  I  could  ne- 
ver learn  the  name. 

TheMonaftery  of  C^/a^i^i?  is  very  ancient  *,  it 
is  almoft  totally  ruinated,  unlefs  it  be  the  Church 
dedicated  to  the  Arch^Angel  Gabriel,  which  is 
verybeautifu!,and  painted  in  the  infide  with  the 
,Paflages  of  holy  Writ.  The  top  of  this  Church 
is  fupported  by  Pillars  that  ftandat  adiftance, 
and  of  divers  Stones.  Under  this  Church  is  ano- 
ther that  I  could  not  fee^becaufe  the  Provifions  of 
the  Monaftery  were  there  (hut  up. 

This  Church  was  built  by  one  named  Vr^  the 
Szn  of  Ibrafcit^  a  very  famous  Magician  who, 
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as  the  ^r^W^/^Hiftories  relate,  had  this  Child  by 
a  Daughter  of  an  Eaftern  King.  When  at  laft 
this  Vr  had  left  the  Art  of  Magick  which  his  Fa- 
ther had  taught  him,  headdided  himfelf  to  Vir- 
tue, fo  that  afterwards  he  became  Bifhop  of 
Fmm  ^znd  built  this  Church  v  and  Tradition 
lalth,  that  the  Virgin  Mary  laid  the  Foundation- 
ftoneof  the  Church,  and  of  the  Altar,  and  the 
Archangels.  Michael  rndLrk^doutthQ  Quire;  and 
the  reft  of  the  Church. 

Many  remarkable  things  happened  whiles  this 
Church  was  buildiag-,  I  mention  them  not  for 
brevity  fake,  they  that  will  underftand  them, 
may  read  the  Arabian  Manufcript  mentioiied  be- 
fore, and  now  in  the  Kings  Library. 

On  the  top  of  the  Mountain,  behind  this  Mo- 
naftery,  on  the  South-fide,  are  yet  to  be  feenthe 
ruines  of  an  ancient  Town,  which  the  Coptiejf^y 
was  inhabited  by  the  Patriarch  7^ce^,and  for  this 
caufe  they  name  it  yet  Modfelkt  fa<:sb,  or  the 
Tabernacle  of  Jacob. 

A  little  higher,  upon  the  fame  fandy  Moun- 
tain, are  to  be  feen  many  Caves  where  the  Her- 
mits anciently  lived  *,  I  went  intofomeof  them 
outof  curioiity,  they  are  very  little,  an<j  there 
is  in  them  nothing  extraordinary :  when  I  had 
taken  a  view  of  all  that  was  remarkable,  I  re- 
turn'd to  Fmm'm  the  Evening. 

The  Country  had  been  fome  days  dround 
about  Finm,  which  oblig'd  the  Commanders  of 
the  Militia^  and  the  Cajciefy  to  retreat  to  Cairp. 
And  becaufc  the  Robbers  are  very  formidable  at 
this  time,  and  commit  many  diforders ,  I  was 
oblig'd  to  return  alfo  to  Cairo.  I  went  from 
Finm  the  1 6th  of  jM£Hfi  in  the  morningf  and  re- 
M  4  turned 
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turned  the  fame  way  that  I  came,  and  the  next 
day  1  w^su  Cairo  in  the  Evening,  after  five  and 
twenty  days  abode  at  FiNm. 

At  ray  return  to  Cairo^  I  began  my  Church  of 
'Mexandria  \  a  very  curious  work,  and  very  ufe- 
fultothe  world,  and  chiefly  to  the  Learned  that 
defire  to  underftand  how  the  Churches  of  the 
Eaft  agree  with  the  Roman.  It  contains  all  the 
Ceremonies  and  Doilrines  of  the  Ancient  and 
Venerable  Church  of  the  Copies^  which  is  that 
of  Alexandria,  I  have  taken  them  out  of  two 
Manufcripts  in  ^r^&.  very  aipicnt  and  rare,  un- 
known to  us  in  Enrobe  before  now ;  the  one  is 
c^lhd  i I  Mosbah  iddolme  d'  Abnlharacat^  and  the 
other,  ^7  Giauharet  innefijfe  fiehmlKeiiife,  I  have 
been  very  exadt  and  'diligent  in  compofing  this 
Book,  that  it  might  render  my  name  immortal. 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  give  it  to  the  Prefs  as  foon 
aslflialibereturn'd  to  where  I  make  my 
ordinary  abode. 

Tlie  lecond  of  September j  which  was  the  third 
Friday  ^ficr  the  opening  of  the  Calitz.^  a  skilful 
Swimmer  caufed  himfelf  to  be  admired  of  all 
theCiny^by  a  very  bold  adion*,  he  had  his  arms 
tyed  behind  his  back,  his  feet  tyed  at  an  Iron. 
Chain,  v;hich  weighed  ten  pounds:  In  this  man^ 
ner  he  ventur'd  toflvim  upon  his  back,  from  tliQi 
mouth  of  the  Calitz.  to  the  end  of  the  Town,j 
which  is  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  walk- 
ing a-foot. 

^  This  cultom  hath  been  anciently  usM  in  Cair0 
A  skilful  Swimmer  performs  this  every  year^  two 
Fridays  following  after  that  the  Cdiitz.  is  opened..: 
The  Paeha  gives  him  for  his  reward  a  thouftnd 
Mi idins^  which  make  three  and  thirty  liajlers. 

Thu 
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The  Guards  of  the  Souhachi  went  before  him 
in  a  Boat ,  to  hinder  him  from  receiving  any 
harm :  about  five  and  twenty  other  Boats  full  of 
Spectators  followed.  He  fwum  this  year  but 
once,  htQ2Mk  Ibrahim  Facha^  who  loved  not  fiich 
ufelefs  expences,  commanded  him  away  when  he 
came  to  demand  his  ordinary  wages  ^  therefore 
inftead  of  a  thoufand  Meidim,  he  gave  him  but 
one  hundred. 

There  is  another  that  fwims  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  this,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Calitz.  to 
the  end  of  the  City.  He  had  his  feet  tyed  with  a 
Chain,  a  Difli  of  Coffee  in  one  hand,  and  a  Pipe 
of  Tobacco  lighted  in  the  other,  at  his  mouth. 
The  Pacha  ufually  gives  him  the  fame  reward ; 
but  becaufe  the  former  had  not  had  his  ufual  Sala- 
ry, this  laft  would  not  this  year  fliew  his  dexteri- 
ty. 1  was  told  that  thefe  Swimmers  eat  nothing 
for  three  days  but  Cich-Peafen,  and  that  they 
fwallow  their  breath  fo  long  time,  which  cau^ 
feth  their  Bellies  to  fwell,  and  become  light  as  an 
empty  Bladder.  I  was  told  alfo,  that  fometimes 
they  kill  themfelves ,  or  at  leaft  become  very 

On  the  1 2th  of  September  tht  Pacha  caufed  the 
Treafure  of  the  Grand  Seignior  to  depart  for 
Confiantinofle  with  its  ordinary  guard  and  pomp. 

There  were  one  and  thirty  Mules  loadenwith 
Spanish  Coyn,  and  Zequins  of  Venice.  This  Trea- 
fure amounts  ufually  to  one  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred Purfes,  and  each  Purfe  to  five  hundred 
Crowns.  The  Sangiac  Bey  that  carries  it  is  obli- 
ged to  expend  all  the  Moneys  needful  for  this 
Voyage  ,  and  it  cofts  him  ufually  one  hundred 
Purfes,  or  fifty  thoufand  Crowns.  The  Caravan 

begins 
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begins  to  march  in  the  beginning  of  the  Moon* 
and  arrives  at  ConjiantmpU  at  the  end  of  one 
hundred  days* 

This  Treafure  is  taken  firft  out  of  the  Carachcy  . 
or  Tribute  of  the  Lands  and  Villages  which  the  | 
Farmers  Rent  of  the  Divan'^  for  all  the  Lands  of  I 
Egypt 9  unlefe  it  be  the  Patrimony  of  thtMofques^  I 
and  the  Lands  belonging  to  Mecha ,  are  the  I 
Grand  Seigniors,becaufe  he  conquer'd  Egypt  with '  f 
the  Sword.  2.  It  is  taken  out  of  the  Domms  of 
Alexandria^  of  Rofetta^  of  Bonqnir^  of  Damietta^ 
of  Brnllosy  of  BodaV^^  and  of  Ihrim.       Out  of 
the  Chordis,  4.  It  is  taken  out  of  the  Lakes  and 
Pits  of  Nitre^  which  are  in  the  Defart  of  S.  ALt^ 
cariHSy  and  out  of  the  Salt-pits  near  Alexandria. 
5.  From  the  Shambles  of  Cairo^  whereof  I  have 
already  fpoken.  6.  From  the  Cuftom-houfe  or 
Vonane  of  the  Bohars^  or  Spices  ^  and  generally 
from  all  Merchandizes  imported  from  Mecha^ 
Moceay  and  the  Indies.  y.From  the  Mint.  S.From 
the  Giavali^  or  Tribute  which  the  Chriftians  of 
the  Levant y  and  the  Jem^  are  obligd  to  pay  for 
their  Heads.  9.  From  the  Treafure  called  Beit  il 
maly  which  comprehends  all  the  deceafed  goods. 
10.  FromtheOfSceof  Surveyor  of  the  Provifi- 
ons. 

The  fame  day  I  faw  the  Mofque  of  Califfi-^: 
Hakem  be  amr  iUe:  Itftands  out  of  Cairo  upon 
the  Mountain  called        il  tn^cattam-^  but  novf 
there  appears  nothing  but  the  Walls. 

The  fame  Calijfe  had  made  near  this  Mofque 
a  place  to  obferve  the  courfe  of  the  Stars,  named 
mArah.  Raffadve  Mafateb  beta  Hakemy  which  is 
now  ruinated  he  made  ufe  of  it  to  make  his 
Talifmm^  an  art  m  which  he  was  very  skilful- 
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The  Egyptians  fay  that  he  could  go  in  and  out 
into  all  the  Caves  under  ground,  where  he  kntw 
the  Treafures  of  the  ancient  Kings  and  Lords  of 
E^ypt  to  be  hi(}>  and  that  he  could  make  ufe  of 
them  when  he  pleasM  and  that  by  the  power  of 
Magick,  and  the  extraordinary  skill  that  he  had 
in  that  Art. 

According  to  the  example  of  thofe  great  men, 
a  little  before  his  death  he  buried  his  own  Trea- 
fures, and  put  a  Crocodile  made  by  the  Talifnia- 
mcal  Art  to  keep  them. 

In  this  Mountain,  and  near  this  Mofgue ,  he 
caufcd  feveral  Caves  to  be  diggM  wide  and  large 
in  the  Rock,  fo  as  to  pafs  from  oneintq^the  o- 
ther  in  the  furthermoft  he  caufed  a  Pond  to 
be  made  to  keep  water  in,  cut  in  the  Rock  \  in  it 
is  a  Crocodile  that  begins  to  fly  at  one  as  foon  as 
a  man  enters  in.  Moreover,  in  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  is  to  be  feen  a  door  which  leads  to  o- 
ther  Caves  under  ground,  where  the  Records  of 
^gypf  declare  that  his  Treafures  are  hid.  No 
man  can  imagine  from  whence  this  water  can 
come,  for  the  Cave  is  upon  a  high  Mountain 
which  is  very  dry  always,  and  in  this  place  is  no 
Spring :  And  it  is  not  known  what  this  Croco- 
dile is,  and  how  he  may  be  nouriflied,  during  fo 
many  ages.  To  take  this  Treafure ,  you  muft 
know  how  to  undo  this  Talifman,  that  is>  one 
muft  take  away  the  water,  and  the  life  of  the 
Crocodile-,  for  both  are  the  effeds  of  Magick, 
which  depend  upon  the  Art  of  theTalifmans. 

I  have  been  very  diligent  m  E^ft^  tofeek  for, 
and  fend  to  Paris ,  amongft  other  rare  Manu- 
fcripts,  the  ancientelt  and  beft  Authors  of  the 
jirabians  ,  which  might  give  Ibme  light  and 

know- 
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knowledge  of  this  Noble  Science-  I  may  fa3 
%at  I  have  emptied  ^^p^  of  fuch  kind  of  BookS;| 
with  an  intent  that  it  1  was  ever  admitted  to  the 
ftrviceof  him  who  had  given  me  this  CoramiC 
Con,  I  might  have  the  time  and  the  means  to  dif 
cover  with  eafe  the  admirable  fecrets  of  thisj 
Science,  and  to  unfold  the  Enigms  under  which 
it  lies  hid ;  and  by  the  fame  means  to  difcover 
of  what  confequence  thofe  Manufcripts  are,! 
though  they  are  delpiftd  by  fbme  that  underftandl 
not  neither  their  price  nor  ufe* 

The  Reader  may  perufe  an  Arabian  Manu- 
fcript  in  J^nartoy  called,  Eijm  il  hekajekj  ve  tidah  ^ 
titer ajek^y  of  Meimun  the  Magician  that  teach- 1 
€th  the  means  to  deftroy  all  manner  of  Talifl  j 
mans.  He  may  read  another  in  Oilavo^  called,  ! 
Kitah  gaiet  il  maareb^  Fimenajeh  veil  chabaia^ 
il  medaleby  that  difcovers  the  places  of  all  the 
Treafures  of  Egypt ^  their  value,  the  Figure  of 
the  Talifman  that  keeps  them,  and  how  tode* 
ftroy  them ;  1  have  fent  them  both  to  the  Kings 
Library* 

On  the  1 2th  and  2oth  of  September y  I  went  to 
fee  the  Great  Aquedud,  called  in  Arab,  il  Migre^ 
that  conveys  water  from  the  River  into  the  Pa^  , 
€ba^%  Caftle.  j 

This  Aquedud  is  near  NHhs  in  old  Caire^^zt  the  i 
Mouth  there  ftands  a  Caftle  of  a  Hexagone  Fi^ 
gure  very  high,  fupported  by  as  many  Arches  I 
very  lofty.  There  is  an  afcent  through  a  largi  ' 
way,  open  towards  Heaven,  made  floping  about^  i 
for  the  conveniency  of  the  Oxen  that  draw  wa- 
ter out  of  the  River,  and  caufe  it  to  mount  up 
feven  Wheels  as  high  as  tlie  Platform  on  tke 
top  of  the  Caftle,  where  there  is  a  large  Fond 

or 
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or  Bafon  to  receive  the  water,  and  about  it  fevcn 
great  holes  like  Wells,  which  have  given  the 
name  to  this  Cattle  of  the  Seven  WeHs.  The  wa- 
ter runs  from  this  Bafon  into  the  Aquedud, 
which  appears,  and  from  thence  it  goes  into  the 
Caraff'ey  which  is  at  a  great  diftance,  where  it 
meets  witli  the  Earth  as  high  as  the  Aquedoift  j 
and  then  it  ftops  there,  and  runs  next  into  a 
Channel  under  ground  to  the  Faehas  Stable, 
from  whence  it  runs  into  his  Cittern,  and  fur- 
nifhes  the  Cattle. 

This  Aqueduft  is  fupported  by  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  high  Arches,  and  not  by  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  as  a  certain  Traveller  faith,  for  i 
have  exadly  number'd  them  my  felf :  They  are 
made  as  well  as  the  Cattle  of  great  fquare  ftones, 
cut  as  we  do  Diamonds:  One  of  the  Supporters 
on  the  chief  fide  is  about  eight  foot  nine  inches 
broad,  and  under  the  Arch  it  is  only  eight  foot. 
The  opening  of  one  of  the  Arches  is  fourteen 
foot  and  a  half  broad . 

Jhs  Copties  fay  that  Mekaukes^  a  famous  man 
ot  their  Nation,  and  Governour  for  the  Empe- 
rouTHeradm,  made  this  Aquedud,  but  they  are 
miftakenj  for  when  this  man  governed  in  £- 
iypt,  the  Cattle  of  C^o-o  wasnotin  being,  for  it 
was  built  four  hundred  and  forty  four  years  af- 
ter; and  therefore  this  Aqueduft  that  now  fup-  .. 
plies  It  with  water  was  not  then  needfuU  be- 
fides,  the  Infcriptions  in  the  ^r/i^jv(.  Tongue  de- 
clare, that  this  is  a  work  of  the  Mahometan  Kings ; 
it  I  be  not  miftaken,  I  have  read  that  it  was 
Sultan  G^/j««V  the  latt  King  but  one  of  the 
melukes.,  that  caufed  it  to  be  built. 

The  P<?p*rftaketh  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the 
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Grand  Seignior  all  that  is  needful  to  keep  up 
this  Aquedudl  for  that  purpofc  he  nourilheth 
threefcore  Oxen,  and  gives  wages  to  five  men 
and  a  Ci^rbachi  that  looks  after  it.  ^ 

Oa  the  l3ih  of  the  Month  of  September  j  I 
went  to  vifit  the  Patriarch  of  the  Copties,  one  of 
my  beft  Friends ;  and  becaufe  I  had  often  in- 
treated  him  to  come  and  dine  with  me,  I  reite- 
rated the  fame  intreaty  now  again  v  but  he  an- , 
iweredtne,  that  he  had  not  been  out  of  hishoufe 
a  year  before  for  fear  of  the  Turks :  He  com- 
plain'd,  that  all  the  Patriarchs  of  the  other  Sedts 
had  the  liberty  to  go  about  the  Town,  without 
fear  of  being  difturbM  by  any,  to  vifit v/hom  they 
pleased,  and  to  travel  whither  they  lifted  j  but 
he  was  fo  narrowly  obferved  by  the  Tnrksj  that 
he  could  not  fo  m,uch  as  go  out  of  his  houfe,  nor 
talk  with  any  of  other  Nations  openly^  much  lefs 
travel  into  any  other  place,  but  he  muft  give 
them  a  jealoufie  of  plotting  againft  the  State  i  by 
this  means  his  life  would  be  in  danger. 

I  muft  needs  confefs,  that  there  is  no  Nation 
mE^ypt  fo  muchafflidedas  are  the  Coptiesy  be- 
caufe they  have  no  body  amongft  them  who  de- 
ferves  to  be  honoured  for  his  Knowledge,  or 
feared  for  his  Power  and  Authority ;  for  all  that 
were  rich  and  wealthy ,  are  deftroyed  by  the 
cruelty  of  the  Mahometans :  therefore  the  reft 
are  nowlook'duponas  the  Scum  of  the  World, 
and  worfe  than  the  Jews.  The  T nrks  abufe  them 
at  their  pleafure-,  they  fhut  up  their  Churches, 
and  the  doors  of  their  Houfes  when  they  pleafe, 
upon  light  occalions,  altogether  unjuft,  to  draw 
from  them  fome  fums  of  Money. 

There  was  fuch  a  tyrannical  Adionpradlifcd 

upon 
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upon  them  in  this  Month  d?Septemkr  »^  for  cer- 
tain Janiflaries  cut  the  Throat  of  a  Whore,  and 
caft  her  Body  into  the  Lake  Ezhekie.  Upon  that 
the  Soubachi  nailed  up  the  Doors  of  all  the  Houfes 
of  the  Coptics  round  about,  and  cauled  them 
wrongfully  to  lay  down  the  Sum  of  two  thou- 
fand  Piafiers  for  this  blood  ipilt,  before  they 
could  have  their  Houfes  opened  again^  and  free- 
dom for  their  lives. 

They  endured  another  Cruelty  in  the  fame 
Year ;  for  Pacha  Ibrahim  increafed  their  ordina- 
ry Tax  in  this  manner. 

Till  this  Year  they  were  not  all  obliged  to 
pay  the  fame  Sum  of  Money.  They  were  not 
all  bound  to  pay  it  into  the  Treafury  of  the 
Grand  Seignior  '^  for  feme  were  bound  to  pay  it 
to  certain  Mofques^  Othere  to  Sciech  il  Becri,  who 
is  a  great  Lor d,and  comes  from  Jlbn  Beery  Calif  y 
or  Succeflbr  of  Mahomet and  others  to  other 
Lords,  called  in  Arab,  Sadat s.  They  that  payed 
to  the  Mofques^  or  Lords,  were  called  Lay-Trtbn^ 
taries:  And  they  that  payed  to  the  Treafure  of 
the  Grand  were  called  Tributaries  of  the 

Grand  Seignior.  The  firfl:  fort  of  Tribute  is  very 
moderate,  becaufe  it  feldom  amounted  to  above 
tvfoPiaflers'^  butthelaft  hath  always  been,  and 
is  yet,  one  hundred  and  twenty  Para's,  that  is, 
four  Piafiers  md  a  quarter.  Befides  thi  s,  the  Vil- 
liages  and  Towns  were  taxed  only  in  common  : 
For  Example,  fuch  a  Village  was  tax'd  to  pay 
fucha  Sum,according  to  the  number  oftheChri- 
ftians  that  dwell  there-,  and  when  the d?e>/^/?,  or 
the  CoUeftor,  went  to  receive  it,  he  taxM  e\rery 
one  according  to  his  ability:  The  poor  paid  lit- 
tle^ the  rich  more  ^  fo  that  this  Tribute  was  e- 
^^^I-  Bur. 


ci^  i^ttitvit  ^tafe 

But  in  this  Year  1672.  Ibrahim  Pacha  taxed 
them  all  as  Tributaries  to  the  Grand  Seignior  ^ 
and  upon  the  fame  account  caufing  them  all  to 
pay  equally  one  hundred  and  twenty  Para^s  ^  out 
of  which  the  Pacha  paid  that  which  was  due  to  the 
Lords  and  Mofqnes^  and  the  reft  was  put  into  the 
Grand  Seigniors  Coffers. 

This  novelty  hath  reduc'd  the  poor  Cofties  to 
defpair  ^  therefore  when  the  Colledors  come 
into  any  Village  to  gather  the  Tribute,  they  fly  to 
the  Mountains,  leaving  all  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  violence,and  affronts  that  would  be  done  to 
their  Perfons. 

That  the  Receivers  of  the  Tribute  might  know 
them  that  have  paid  it,  they  leave  a  little  Ticket 
of  coloured  Paper,  fealed  with  the  Seal  of  their 
Chieftain,  where  the  name  of  the  Chriflian  is 
^vritten,  his  Village,  his  Province,  his  Dwelling, 
his  Age,  the  Day,  the  Month,  and  the  Year 
that  he  hath  paid. 

But  they  put  not  into  this  Ticket  the  wholeSum 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  and  twenty  Para^s^ 
which  they  require,  but  only  one  hundred  and 
three,  becaufe  there  is  no  more  that  goes  into 
the  Treafury  of  the  Grand  Seignior:^  the  other 
five  and  twenty  Meidins  are  for  the  Farmer  of  the 
Carajfey  paid  to  him  becauie  of  the  great  expen.. 
ces  which  he  is  at,to  entertain  a  great  many  Men 
for  the  difcharge  of  his  Office.  The  Chriftians 
carry  always  with  them  this  Ticket,  to  ihew  it 
when  they  are  queftioned  by  the  Men  that  be- 
long to  the  Farmer,  and  this  is  their  Acquit- 
tancee 

The  iSthof  September  Ibought,  of  an  Jrahan, 
^gxtzt  LiMrdi  aliv^/called  in  their  Language, 
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yitral  I  caufed  it  to  be  skinned,  and  lent  the 
Skin  to  Monfieur  -/^r;7<7/^/,  Superintendent  of  the 
Kings  Galleys  at  Marfeilles. 

The  body  of  this  Liziard  was  altogether  like 
that  of  the  Crocodile^  the  ISkin  excepted,  which 
was  gray  and  fpotted^  as  that  of  a  Ser^ent^  aiid 
without  any  Shells.  It  was  three^foot  long,  and 
had  five  Fingers  to  each  Foot,  and  long  white 
Nails,  as  have  the  Crocodiles*  Its  Tongue  w^as 
forked  as  that  of  a  Serpenty  the  Head  long,  and 
the  Mu7.zle  (harp.  Its  Teeth  were  ftrong,and  cut- 
ting ;  the  Arabians  told  me,  that  its  biting  was 
venomous  and  deadly.  , 

I  have  fince  recovered  another  of  a  differing 
fort,  when  I  was  in  the  Monaftery  of  S.  Anthony. 
rhe  Head  of  this  was  like  that  of  a  Tortelly  and 
its  Tail  very  big,  and  lelTening  by  degrees,  and 
ending  intoa  fmall  point.  It  was  full  of  knots 
round  about,  as  fo  many  Shells.  This  Lizard 
^as  not  venomous,  for  I  took  it  with  my  Hand, 
md  when  I  had  well  confide  r'd  it,  I  gave  it  to 
in  Arabian  Dog  that  eat  it. 

d  Voyage  to  the  Monafiery  cfs.  Anthony  the 
Great/ 

T7T  7HEN  Ihadrefted  my  feif,aconiider- 
V  V  able  whilej  at  Cairo^  after  my  return 
rom  Fium^znA  the  great  heats  were  over ;  re- 
vived to  travel  to  the  Monaftery  of  S.  Anthonyj 
0  fee  in  this  venerate  place  the  fbot-ftepsof 
he  Father,  and  Founder  of  all  the  Monks.  For  that 
mrpofe  I  left  off  writing  my  Church  of  Jk?c- 
ndria^  and  I  embarqu'd  my  felf  the  26th  of  Sep^ 
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tember^m  the  After  noon,at  Old  Cairo^  in  a  Veflel 
loaden,aad  bound  for  the  upper  £^ypr.  Handed 
at  ^^TA-Z^^^/ja  great Town^in  the  Cafcieflick^of  Beh" 
?7efe^2bout  tv^/o  days  travelling  from  Oi/rd?. 

faw  nothing  remarkable  in  this  way.  The 
Villages,  and  Monafteries,  before  which  we  paf- 
fed,  were  the  Convent  of  Deir  il  admit  men-, 
tioned  before,  the  Convent  of  the  Abbot  Btrfm^ 
il  erian^  or  of  Bcrfo^the  naked^  fcituatein  the 
Eafl  of  Nthis^  where  his  body  refts.  The  Vil- 
lage of  Scieh  il  etnmkiy  fcituate  on  the  Wefi^^Qy 
and  the  little  Monaftery  of  S.  Anthony  zt  the  Eafi^ 
fide  of  Ndn.u  Boiifche,  a  great  Village  on  the. 
Weliy  where  the  Monks  of  S.  Anthony  have  their 
Farm:  at laft^  5^;^^/^/^/';  on  the  P^^/-fide  of  this: 
River. 

He  that  will  travel  to  the  Monaftery  of  S.  Ark- 
?WjV;OUghtfirfL  to  land  at  Bemfnef,  and  enquire 
from  the  Chriftians  of  that  place,  whether  the 
ways  be  free  orjiot  If  they  be  free,  he  ought, 
to  go  to  Beiha,  which  is  a  Village  fcituate  almoft" 
over  againft  Bencfuef ^ontht  EafiMde  of  NibiSyia 
the  Cajcicfik  of  Atfieh.  There  he  ought  to  bar^- 
gain  with  the  Arabians  that  dwell  there,  concerns 
ing  the  price,  the  number  of  the  Camels,  and 
Men  that  he  defires  to  lead  with  him :  which 
when  he  hath  done,  he  ought  to  caufethem^  t& 
confirm  the  Bargain  before  fome  of  their  Chief- 
tains, by  repeating  over  thf  Fatha^  which  is  the 
firft  Chapter  of  their  Alcoran'^  for  which  the 
Mahometans  have  a  great  veneration,  and  as 
much  as  the  Chrifl;i>ins  have  for  their  Pater y  or 
Cr^J<?  otherwife  he  muft  not  exped  that  they 
will  be  faithful.  But  when  they  have  laid  this 
Prayer  he  may  go  with  them  confidently,  as  if  he 

were 
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were  with  his  own  Brethren  :  which  fufficiently 
declares,  that  there  is  no  people  in  the  World, 
never  fo  barbarous  and  favage,  but  have  a  re- 
Ipeil  for  their  own  Religion.  And  if  at  any 
time  any  other  crofs  intereft  hath  blinded  them 
to  commit  any  perfideous  Aftior  ,  God  hath  pu- 
nilhed  them  at  the  fame?  inftant  for  it  with  feve- 
rity  fo  that  they  would  have  wilh'd  that  they 
iiad  kept  their  Faith,  as  the  Reader  may  under« 
ftand  by  what  follows. 

Befides  the  Price  that  he  is  to  give  them,  he 
ought  to  grant  them  fome  quantity  of  Beans  for 
their  Camels,  and  give  them  fome  Meidins  to 
buy  Saiidals,  far  the  ways  are  full  of  fharp  ftones : 
He  ought  to  buy  them  fome  Meal,  black  Bisket, 
ordinary  Hony,  and  Tobacco,  as  much  as  will  be 
needful,  to  accomplifh  the  Voyage,  and  the  num- 
ber of  tlie  Men.    He  muffc  not  forget  every 
VIorning  and  Evening  to  give  a  Dilh  of  Coffee 
\o  QYQvy  one  ^  if  he  delivers  it  generoufly,  and 
xeely,  he  may  promife  to  himfelf  a  happy  Voy» 
ige,  and  to  be  well  tended.   The  Arabians  have 
:he  care  to  provide  Veffels  to  greafe,  and  fill 
:hem  with  the  River^ water ,  for  there  is  none 
:o  be  found  in  the  way   or  if  there  be,  it  is  fo 
loiforaejand  ill-tafted,  that  it  is  not  drinkable. 

There  is  two  ways  that  lead  from  this  Village 
?^/^^,to  this  Monaitery.  The  firfl;  called,by  the 
4rahians^  it  Tarikjl  Kihli  j  the  nfperway  :  and 
he  other  /7  Tarihjl  hahri^  the  under  way ,  in  re- 
pedt  of  this  Village  from  whence  they  fet  out. 

Tile  underway  is  the  ftiorteft,  the  moftfre- 
[uented,  and  that  which  tlit  CaravantdktsM^V'' 
ag  upon  the  bank  of  the  River  for  a  v/hile  v  and 
i^iien  one  leaves  it,the  way  turns  at  the  right  hand 
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into  the  Wilderneft,  to  a  place  called  Gibei.  \ 
There  is  the.firft  Well  which  Nature  hath  digged 
deep  in  a  firm  Rock,  into  which  the  Rain-water 
tuns  which  Water  is  white  as  Milk,  and  fweeter 
than  thafof  NUhs. 

About  a  days  Journey  farther  is  anotker,at  the 
leftliand  of  the  High- way,  at  the  foot  of  a  high 
Mountain,  called  Gebel  H  cheleil  but  its  Water 
is  noifome  and  green,  and  the  Well  is  full  of 
Canes.  A  little  farther  is  another,  very  well 
known  to  Travellers,  becaufe  it  is  near  the  Dwel- 
ling  of  a  famous  Arabian  called  E^d  il  beidanji-^^ 
but  the  C^r^i;^/^  never  goes  thither  but  when  they 
want  Water^  becaufe  it  ftands  from  the  High- 
way^  at  a  diftance;  Therefore  when  they  are 
furnilhed  with  Watet  at  the  fecond  Well,  they ii 
pafs  at  the  left  hand  Itreight  to  the  Monaftery.  . 

The  upper  way  leads  from  Beiha  towards  theil 
SoHth-Eaflj  and  after  a  day  and  a  halfs  travelling 
it  goes  to  the  jE^/.  In  this  way  are  neither  Wa- 
ters, net  Trees,  norHoufes,  nbr  Grafs-,  there-l 
fore  it  is  needful  to  make  good  Provifion  of  Wa- 
ter at  Beiha  for  the  whole  Journey. 

Therefore,knowing  this  before  J  took  at  Seiha 
a  Camel  purpofely  to  carry  Water,  and  four  o- 
thers  for  me  and  my  followers,  the  Jbyffiriy  thel 
Coptic^  and  Idris  my  Blacl^moor.  Befides  thefe,  I 
took  with  me  five  Arabians^  armed  with  Lances, 
to  go  on  foot,  and  take  charge  of  the  Camels  \ 
and  to  proted  us,if  perchance  any  Robbers  ftiouldj 
have  alfaulted  us  *,  fo  that  we  were  in  all  ten  in; 
number,  and  five  Camels.  When  we  had  got  all| 
that  was  needful  for  the  Voyage,  we  went  frditii 
^iha  on  Friday  thQ  3 0th  of  September^  Bboutthict 
a  Clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

Though 
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Though  the  under  way  was  the  (horteft,  and 
the  mpft  frequented,  yet  we  chofe  the  upper  w  ay, 
that  we  might  not  meet  with  the  Arahiansy  the 
declared  Enemies  of  thofe  that  conduded  us. 
When  we  had  travelled  four  days  through  a 
boundlefs  Plain  of  Sand,  which  was  not  move- 
able, but  hard,  and  full  of  (harp  cutting  ftones, 
that  cut  as  fo  many  Razors,  we  arrived  at  laft, 
through  a  thoufand  turnings,  to  the  Monaftery, 
the  third  day  of  OB;oh 

The  Monaftery  of  S.  Anthony j  which  %dudes 
another,  anciently  peopled  by  the  Ahy0s^  and 
nowtotally  ruinated,  is  in  the  Wildernefs,  now 
called  mArah.  Gebel  Araha,  or  the  Mouptain  of 
Carts  5  becaufe  heretofore  Provilipns  were  car-: 
ried  thither  upon  Carts,  and  not  upon  Carpels, 
J|s  now. 

It  is  built  upon  the  decline  of  the  Mount  Col^ 
um^  at  its  Eafl^rn  end,  which  reaches  from  Eafl 
to  South :  It  appears  like  a  long  Square  :,  and 
:he  Front  of  the  Monaftery ,  which  ftretches 
from  North-Eafi  tb  Nonhy  looks  againft  another 
VIountain  czlhdGebel  il  Chdci]^  of  which  I  (hall 
peak  hereafter.  ; 
'  It  is  incompafied  in  with  an  high  Mountain, 
)Ut  feeble,  and  unable  tp  make  any  refiftance  • 
"or  it  is  old,  ^nd  built  with  Bricks  dried  in 
he  Sun.  There  is  no  Gate  to  the  Monaftery,  one 
nters  in  by  a  Pulley  ,  Men  and  Beafts  are  all 
Irawn  lip  over  the  Wall. 

^  It  hath  a  large  Circuit,  about  (Ix  hundred  Fid- 
^ans,  or  two  thoufand  four  hundred  Acres  with- 
[1  the  Walls. 

The  Monks  of  the  Levant  dwell  not  together 
I  the  fame  Cells,     thofe  of  Eirrofej  but  every 
N'^  one 
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one  hath  a  little  Houfe  or  Cell  to  himfelf,  and 
thefe  Cells  are  more  or  lefs  beautiful  and  conve- 
nient, according  as  the  Country  hath  experien- 
ced the  cruelty  of  the  T^irks*  Therefore  the  Mo- 
nafteriesof  th^  Levam^  and  chiefly  thofe  of  the 
jirchifelago ,  are  like  fo  many  great  Towns  or 
Caftles,  becaufe  of  their  Walls,  Turrets,  and 
number  of  houfes  that  are  within-,  but  the  Mo- 
nafteries  of  E^p  have  nothing  of  that  fplen- 
dour ,  l^ecaufe  the  Mahometans  have  been  here 
more  cjuel  than  in  any  other  Country  fubjeft  to 
them.  Neverthelefs,  this  Mona fiery  is  like  thofe 
Q^Greeccy  for  it  is  furrounded  with  Walls:  In 
the  middle  is  a  Dungeon,  and  round  about  many 
Houfes  where  the  Monks  live  but  in  regard  it 
has  been  deftroyed  long  ago  by  the  jirahians^ 
it  hath  remained  in  that  condition  threefcore  and" 
ten  years :  The  Copties  who  have  loft,  under  the 
tyranny  of  the  Mahometans^  all  their  ftrength 
and  po'wer ,  could  never  yet  reftore  it  to  its 
former  eftate. 

Therefore  the  Cells  now  are  very  little,  and 
poor,  of  yellowifli  Earth,  v/ithout  Timber,  Plai- 
fter,  Order,  or  Symmetry :  they  are  fo  low,  that 
a  man  may  eafily  reach  up  to  the  top  with  hisr 
hand:  therefore  the  Monks  cannot  well  ftand' 
upright :  there  is  a  little  light  that  enters  in 
through  holes  in  the  v^^all,  about  a  foot  long tk: 
doors  are  fo  low,  that  one  muft  ftooplow  top 
in    that  which  is  moll  commodious,  is  that  thc) 
have  all  flat  roofs  for  the  Monks  to.  take  the  air 
at  night ,  when  the  Sun  is  gone,  and  to  lleep 
when  they  pleafe. 

.  Their  dining-place  is  very  dirty,  and  obfcure 
There  is  for  Strangers  a  place  of  itfelf,  lyge 

"^nd 
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and  decent,  with  two  other  Chambers  hard  bv  to 
put  their  Goods  and  Cloaths-,  and  a  little  Kit- 
chin. 

The  Gardens  are  very  large,  and  great,  and 
conliderable ,  becaufe  of  the  Herbs  and  Fruits 
that  they  bring  forth.  One  might  make  of  them 
the  molt  pleafant  Gardens  of  the  World,  be- 
caufe of  their  convenient  fcituatibns,  for  tliey 
lie  fhelving,  with  beautiful  Plains. 

There  are  two  fmall  Vines  that  yie]d  a  fort  of 
White-wine,  very  delightful ;  They  ufe  it  in  fay- 
ing of  Mafs,  and  in  treating  Strangers  of  Qua- 
lity that  come  thither. 

In  this  Monafteryis  a  great  quantity  of  frefii 
water,  as  clear  as  Cryftal,  but  very  fait.  It  runs 
from  the  Mount  Colz.im,nQ2X  by,  in  little  ftreams, 
under  the  Walls,  into  the  Gardens,  v;here  they 
receive  it  in  places  made  on  purpofe.  They  drink 
it ,  and  make  other  ufes  of  it.  It  is  not  very 
wholefome,  chiefly  forthofe  that  are  noc  accu-  . 
ftomed  to  it^  for  the  Niter  that  infeds  it,  can- 
feth  Bladders  to  rife  under  the  Skin  ,  and  tor- 
ments fuch  as  drink  of  it  with  itching,  as  I  have 
found  by  experience. 

Here  are  three  ChurcbeSjthe  chief  is  that  of 
S.  ylnthony  ,  it  is  little,  but  very  ancient and  as 
the  Monks  told  me,  it  is  the  fame  that  S.  Anthony 
built,  andthe  only  thing  of  the  Monallery  that 
hath tfciipM^he  rage  of  the  Arabians.  Within 
are  Piftures  of  many  Saints,  painted  in  anaa- 
tickand  finiplefafhion:  Thefmoakof  the  Fran- 
kincenfe  that  is  burnt  there  at  Divine  Service^ 
hath  made  them  appear  as  black  as  a  Chiraney. 

Near  this  Church  is  another  dedicated  to  S.  Pe- 
ter andS.P^;//,  within  a  little  Tower,  and  one 
,   N  4  Bell, 


BeU,  about  a  foot  and  a  Jialf  in  Diameter  • 
ferves  to  call  the  Monk^  to  the  Service  pf  God, 
and  to  their  other  imployments.  There  is  no  ci- 
ther Bell  in  all  £^^j?f. 

The  third  Church  is  in  the  Qarden,  dedicated 
to  a  Lay  Monk,  called  Mar  'k^^  i^ho  died  with  a 
Reputation  of  Holinefs   his  body  is  kept  there. 

In  the  iniddle  of  the  Monaftery  there  is  a 
fquare  Tower,  with  ftone  Walls^  very  ftrong  v 
from  the  bottom  of  the  Tower  to  the  Gate, 
which  is  about  three  Perches  high,  it  is  very 
firm:  on  the  top  is  a  Drawbridge  that  leads  to 
this  Gate  ^  but  to  come  to  it,  one  mult  climb  up 
to  the  top  of  an  houfe,  over  againfl:  it.  In  this 
Tower  the  Monks  keep  all  tl^ir  Provifions,  and 
their  belt  Moveabjes and  they  fly  to  it  when  the 
Roguifh  jirabians  threaten  them  :  They  then 
draw  the  Bridge,  and  beat  them  off  with  Stones 
from  the  Plat-tbrm. 

Their  Rule  obliges  them  to  renounce  Matri- 
mony for  ever,  all  carnal  defires,their  Parents, to 
poflefsno  Eftate,  to.  dwell  in  the  Wildernefs,  to 
becloathed  with  Wopll,  to  be  girt  with  a  Lea- 
thern Girdle,  to  eat  no  Flefh,  nor  drink  Wine 
all  their  life-time,  unlefs  they  be  reduc'd  to,the 
lall  neceffity ,  tq  fliorteu  their  dinner,  and  to  de- 
ny themfelves  all  the  nourifhments  without 
which  the  body  is  able  to  live.  It  commands 
them  to  imploy  all  their  time  in  falting,and  pray- 
er, and  worfhip,  to  have  always  their  mind  run- 
ning upon  God;  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  to  underfta^d 
the  Truths  that  are  there  contain'd* 

It  obliges  them  to  fleep  upon  a  Mat,  or  the 
ground,  their  Superiour  excepted  ,  and,  fuch  as 

are 
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arefick  ,  not  to  take  ofF  their  GIoaths,an4  thei^: 
Girdle,  never  to  lleep  two  upcJn  thq  fame  Pil- 
low ,  nor  near  one  another.  In  fliorr,  their 
Rules  oblige  them  to  repeat  the  Canonical  Pra> 
ers,  tQproftrate  themfelves  before  they  go  to 
Bed,  Qnq  hundred  and  fifty  times,  v/ith  their  Fa- 
ces and  Bellies  to  the  ground,  tofpreadout  their 
arms  in  a  aofs,  with  the  fift  Ihut ,  and  at  every 
rifmg  to  make  the  Sign  o£  the  Crofs  which 
Froftr^tions  they  cM  Metame.  Befides  theic 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Proftratlons,  they  perfor^i 
fevenat  the  Church  one  before,  every  Canoni» 
cal  Prayer,  which  make  up  in  all  one  hundred  an^ 
fifty  feveji  Proftratipn^  ^  which  together  with 
the  pQor  nourifhment  that  their  bodies  take, 
renders  them  very  lean,  and  catftdo.wnj  fo  that 
they  appear  like  fo  many  Skelletoiis,  rath,er  thm 
men. 

Their  Cloaths  are  firft  a  Shirt  of  whit€  Woolf, 
which  they  wear  always  upon  their  skin.  2.  A 
Waftcoat  of  brown  Woojl,  very  courfe,  not 
pen  before.  3.  A  Veil  of  black  Serge,  with  twp 
large  Sleeves.  4.  Their  Capuchin  is  likewife  of 
black  Serge ,  very  little ,  and  made  fit  to  the 
Head.  5.  Their  Girdle  is  of  Leather,  three  fin^- 
gers  broad.  6.  The  Mez.erre^  dllled  by  the  Op- 
tjes  UiKorn^  and  fometimes  ^k^o.^j  is  a  great  Man- 
tle of  black  Stuff,  lined' with  white,  like  the 
Cloaksof  the  Jefuites.^  onlyitis  without  Collar  ; 
unlefsit  be  when  they  Travel,  they  feldom  ufe 
it.  The  7.  is  Jskim^  or  the  Jn^eUcl^Habity  called 
in  Greek  ^w,  which  few  of  the  Monks  wear^ 
becaufe  they  have  notftrength  enough,  as  they 
fay,  to  do  the  Penance  that  the  Canons  have  ap. 
propriated  tg.it  ^  for  they  that  bear  it,  are  obli- 
ged 


^ed  to  proftrate  their  Face  and  Belly  to  the 
ground,  with  tKeir  arms  a-crofs,  three  hundred 
times  every  night  before  they  lleep,  befides  the 
fafting,  and  other  mortifications  thereunto  an- 
iiex'd.  I  have  fent  one  of  thefe  Askims  to  the 
Kings  Library,  which  Amha Michel^  B'liho]}  of 
FinnJ^  gJive  me  as  a  token  of  his  love. 

They  carry  always  a  ftick  in  their  hands,  made 
in  the  form  of  a  Tau^  T,  upon  which  they  lean 
when  they  are  at  their  prayers ;  for  they  per- 
form them  ftanding,  and  arc  very  tedious  in 
them.  They  have  all  upon  their  heads  a  Bonnet, 
called  in  Arab-  Cank^^  which  is  like  that  which 
the  Mdjometans  wear  \  about  which  tbey  wrap  a 
Turbantof  a  Stuff  ftraked  with  blew  and  white, 
which  is  the  colour  of  all  the  Cofies  in  Egyp  : 
They  never  wear  any  Stockings,  nor  their  Patri- 
arch. 

'  The  Faft-days  they  obferve,  by  eating  then 
but  one  Meal  but  on  the  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
they  never  fall,  but  eat  twice.  On  the  Fall  days 
they  dine  conftantly  about  three  a  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon ;  then  they  end  Mafs. 

Their  ordinary  diet  are  Pulfe  and  Herbs  fea- 
fonedwith  the  ftinkingOylof  Hemp  :  For  their 
DefTcrts  they  fl^ve  Fruits ,  as  Onyons ,  dried 
Dates,  rotten  Olives,  Melons,  or  Cucumbers,  or 
Pompions,  or  fuch  like  Fruits  as  are  in  feafon. 

They  never  eat  Flelli  in  the  Monaftery  but 
when  they  are  out  they  may  eat  it  for  their 
Founder  never  forbad  them ,  as  they  fay  :  For 
frelh  Fifh  they  feldom  have  any,  becaufe  their 
MoHdftery  is  fo  far  diftant  from  Nihts^  and  there 
is  no  convenient  carriage  to  bring  them  any. 
And  though  the  Kcd-Sca  be  within  a  little  days 

Journey, 
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Journey,  they  capnot  have  any  frefii  Fifli^bccaufe 
the  Sea-coaft  being  not  inhabited^  they  have  no 
Inftruments  to  catch  Fifh  7  and  the.  ways  are 
dangerous ,  becaufe  of  the  Jrahian  Rogues  and 
Robbers. 

At  Eafier  thtY  never  faft,  but  eat  Eggs  and 
Milk,  u^hich  aire  fent  to  them  from  their  Farm  ; 
only  three  times  a  year  they  have  hbe'rty  to  drink 
Wine,  <it  Chriftmasy  at  Eafier J  2nd  PcMcofi. 

They  fleep  always  in  their  Cloaths  ^  and  in- 
ftead  of  a  Blanket,  tlieyhave  only  a  Mat,  very 
cciirfe,  made  with  Palm-leaves^  and  ftretchcd  a- 
long  upon  the  grotind.  They  are  the  makers  of 
them,  they  call  t  hern  in  y4r^'K '5^^^^^^^ 

Their  imployments  are  not  the  fame,  accord- 
ing to  every  mans  ability :  Some  manure  and 
drefs  the  Gardens,  others  are  Cooks others 
grind  at  theMilU  fome  are  upon  the  Guard,  to 
give  notice;  when  any  Travellers  go  by,  or  comcj 
and  others  arc  appt)Inted  to  draw  upthofe  that 
willcomrC  in,  and  let  down  thofe  thatdeflre  to 
depart^  fuch  as  have  no  imployment,  make 
Mats.  ;  /' 

They  never  fludy  ^  thc}^'  arefensfiedin  read- 
ing Books  of  Devotion  :  amongft  the  reft,  they 
read  often  tnQSynaxar^or  Book^ofAIartyrsitht 
ra4^[e  of  Monksy  the  Climax ^  ot  the  Ladder  ofFer- 
tue  .of  John^  jihhet  of  the  'Adon after y  of  Mount 
SihaiX  the  Sermons  of  TmU  de  Bufch^  upon  the 
Feftivals  of  the  BleiTed  Virgin,  and  fuch  like^ 
When  I  was  there  ,  I  faw  but  two  Priefts  y  the 
Vicar  of  the  Monaftery  w^as  one and  the  other, 
whohadnotfaldhisfirft  Mafsjwas  the  Stewardo 
^Ilthe  others,  that  were  feventeen  in  number/ 
were  Lay-men^and  almoft  ail  either  v/ith  one  eye,- 
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deaf,  lame,  and  halt,  or  worn  out  with  old  age-^ 
and  if  ampngft  them  any  were  young,  he  did  but 
leek  thp  opportunity  to  efcape  from  fuch  auHe- 
rities. 

In  the  Tower,  mentioned  before,  were  three  or 
four  Trunks  full  of  old^^i'/^^  Manufcripts^and 
fpme  in  the  Cofties  Language,  which  I  have  per- 
used I  And  though  they  were  ^11  Books  of  De- 
votion belonging  to  the  Church,  fome  of  theq 
deferyed  to  be  in  the  Kings  Library  but  be- 
caufe  the  Monks  were  not  willing  to  fell  them, 
for  they  belongM  to  the  Monaftery,  fearing  the 
Excommunication  of  their  Patriarch ,  which  is 
written  in  the  beginning  of  every  Book^  and 
becaufe  I  had  brought  with  me  but  fo  much  Mo- 
ney as  was  n^eedful  for  my  Journey,  for  fear  of 
the  Thieves,  I  wa.s  not  very  earnelt  to  buy  them. 

Two  amongft  the  reft  were  very  curious, 
which  I  had  a  great  defire  to  have  one  was  the 
Coptics  Grammar  and  Didtionary  in  Jlrabickji  of 
Ibnllajfal.  It  v/as  one  of  the  exadleft  and  lar- 
geft  that  ever  I  faw :  They  efteemM  it  worth 
thirty  Crowns  I  dare  fay,  that  with  this  Di- 
ft^onary  and  Grammar  it  is  polTible  to  re-efta- 
blifli  the  C^7/?f^>j  language,  which  now  is  loft  : 
Theother  Book  v^as  ^.Rnbrick^of  their  Ceremonies 
in  Folioy  very  well  written. 

In  regard  the  Arabians  are  the  Mafters  of  the 
Wildernefs,  this  Monaftery  is  obliged  to  enter- 
tain all  that  come  thither,  or  pafs  by,  whether 
Friends  or  Foes:  Tq  their  Friends  they  pay  this 
hofpitality  to  preferve  their  friendjhip,  and  to 
their  Enemies  they  perform  it,  to  pleafe  them, 
and  hinder  them  from  doing  them  a  mifchief. 
They  treat  not  all  in  the  fame  manner  j  for  their 

Friends 


of  EGYPT.  1B9 

Friends  they  take  them  in  with  their  Equipage 
when  they  have  need,  and  they  noudlh  them  all 
the  time  that  they  defire  to  live  there  ^  but  their 
Enemies  never  enter  in,  but  receive  from  them,  by 
a  Basket  let  dovf  n  from  the  Wall,  all  necelTaries. 

They  are  often  vifited  by  thefe  Arabians^  fo 
that  they  fpend  every  year  a  great  deal  of  Meal, 
of  Bread,  of  Bisket,  of  Barly,  of  Beans  and 
•Lentilsjand  other  Provifions.  I  fhall  not  mentioil 
the  trouble  that  the  Monks  fufFer,and  the  difplea- 
fures  th&c  they  reteive  from  thefe  ungrateful 
Wretches,whb  coihmonly  recompenfe  them  with 
afFronts,and  filthy  fpeeches. 

And  becaufe  the  ArahUns  that  inhabit  about 
Esj^t  are  of  divers  Families,  and  differing  Inte- 
reits  ^  they  have  fo  great  a  hatred  for  one  ano- 
ther, that  they  never  meet  without  fighting. 

Such  a  mifchance  happen'd  the  next  Aiq  after 
my  arrivalifor  the  Caravan  of  the  SUmmet,of  fiftv 
Camels,  loaden  with  Provifions  for  the  Monaftc- 
ry,  led  by  thirteen  Horfmen  of  the  Arabimsy 
named  Benevafd,  arrived  that  day.  They  were 
watched  by  other  Arabians,  named  Ababde,  their 
Enemies.  And  becaufe  it  was  the.  time  that  the 
Dates  began  to  be  ripe  upon  the  Trees,  fome  of 
them  when  they  had  unloaden  would  not  return 
the  fame  day,with  their  Companions,  to  their  Vil- 
lages and  Cabbins,  but  remain'd  behind  in  the 
Monaftery,  to  take  their  pleafure  a  day  or  two. 
It  happen  d  the  next  night  that  thofe.that  flept 
out  of  the  Monaftery,  about  their  Beafts,  were 
lurprisd  at  midnight,by  a  Company  ofthree- 
icoxt  Arabians^  called  Ababde,  who  took  from 
them  fifteen  Camels,  and  feven  Horfes,  ail  their 
Equipage»  and  kiU'd  three  of  them,  and  wovnd- 
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ed  five,  of  whom  one  dyed  within  three  days  af- 
ter, and  another  was  loft^nons  knowing  what  was 
become  of  him ,  for  four  days  after  his  Horfe 
was  found  alone  in  the  Wildernefs. 

Their  fury  ended  not  with  this  Butchery  for 
they  purfued,  with  the  fame  heat,  thofethat  had 
brought  me  to  the  Monaftery.  They  overtook 
bun  four,  and  carryed  away  from  them  their  Ca- 
mels, all  their  Equipage,  and  Money  that  I  had 
given  them,  and  wounded  three  very  dangerouC 
]y  fo  that  thefe  Wretches  being  not  able,  in  this 
fad  condition,  to  proceed  qn  in  their  Journey, 
they  returned  back  to  the  Monaftery  all  naked, 
and  in  a  pitiful  manner.  They  were  afraid  to 
appear  before  me,  becaufe  they  had  fdfified  their 
Faith,  contrary  to  theLav/s  of  their  Nation,  and 
broken  their  agreement  with  me,  in  making  m.e 
nay  five  and  twenty  Meidws  more  than  I  had  a- 
greed  with  them.  Their  Confcience  di^d  re- 
proach them  of  this  bafenefs,fo  that  they  imagined 
that  this  mifchance  happened  to  them  to  punifh 
their  perfideoufnefs. 

I  cannot  iiifficiently  exprefs  ho^,v  much  trouble 
this  unhappinefs  created  me,  as  well  as  to  the 
Monks',  for  thefe  Arabians^ tit  enraged, fome 
for  the  iofs  of  their  Parents  and  Friends,  others 
for  their  Goods,  which  they  were  refolved  to  re- 
cover upon  me  and  the  Monks.  They  threatned 
to  kill  them,  to  plunder  the  Monaftery  and  out 
of  a  perfwafion  that  I  was  a  very  rich  Fm/r ,  they 
threatned*  to  break  open  my  Door,  and  carry  a- 
way  all  that  I  had.  So  that  the  Monks  had  much 
ado  to  pacific  them^by  giving  themShirts,Cloaths, 
Caps,  Girdles,,  in  a  word,  all  that  they  wanted  ^ 
and  when  they  had  nothing  more  left  to  give, 
*  they 
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they  came  to  me,  intreating  me  to  help  them  in 
their  need  ^  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  give  them  a 
Coat,and  a  Shirt  to  bury  an  Arahim  that  dyed  in 
the  Monaltery.  I  gave  them  a  red  Cap,  aTur- 
ban.  Money  very  often,  that  Im'ght  not  be  be- 
trayed by  thofe  Monks  who  delivered  all  to  the 
Arahims^  without  telling  them  from  whence  it 

^^p^l  .m^.u    A  1^     CHARLES  ED WilN  WlUb. 

tsut  atfpttne  Arakamvu^v^  jealous^whenthey 
faw  that  I  continued  (hut  up,  without  fhewing  my 
felf  abroad,  either  to  them,  or  any  other  of  the 
Monaftery,  and  my  privacy  made  them  believe 
that  I  was  fome  great  Perfbn  that  was  afraid  of 
them.  They  refolved  therefore  to  give  me  a  vi- 
fit,to  know  who  I  was.  As  foon  as  the  Vicar  un- 
derftood  their  intent,  he  came  to  give  me  notice 
of  it,  that  I  might  take  a  courfe  accordingly.  As 
foon  as  I  underftood  it,  I  caufed  all  riiy  Goods  to 
be  carried  into  the  Tower  of  the  Monaftery> 
leaving  nothing  in  my  Cliamber  but  a  courfe  MaE 
of  Palm  Leaves  ftretched  upon  the  Floor,  upon 
which  I  fate  without  Carpet  or  Cufliion :  And 
that  they  might  not  think  me  to  be  a  Fm/irJ  took 
the  Hal^t  of  a  Monk  of  that  Convent.  In  this 
manner  I  expeded  them.not  without  fear.  The 
next  day  about  noon,  three  of  the  chief  enter'4 
into  my  Chamber  with  their  Cangims^ov  Cntlajfesj, 
at  their  Girdle  in  their  Bofoms.  They  faluted 
me  with  a  furly  Iook,asking  how  I  did.  I  anfwerM 
their  civility  as  well  as  I  could I  caufed  them  to 
fit  down  near  me, and  told  them  that  I  was  griev- 
ed at  their  misfortune,  and  that  I  was  not  able 
to  affiil  them  in  their  need.  I  exhorted  them  to 
truft  upon  God  and  S.  Anthony^  who  was  as  well 
Weir  Father  and  Prct:a:or,  as  of  the  Monks^.^ 

and 


and  that  doubtlefs  he  would  comfort  them  j  and 
give  them  one  day  the  opportunity  to  overcome 
their  Enemies.    Thefe  words  pleafed  the  Jra- 
mightily. 

I  caus'd  my  Dinner  to  be  brought^  and  though 
I  had  with  me  all  my  Provifions  needful  from 
Cairo^  IfufFered  nothing  to  be  brdught  but  Len- 
tils in  a  Wooden  Difli,  with  Bread  foaked  mit, 
and  a  few  Onions I  intreatedthem  t#eatfome 
with  me :  They  needed  not  much  invitation.  One 
may  imagine  what  was  in  my  mind,  when  I  had 
fuch  Guefs  at  my  Table  but  fear  caufed  me  to 
diflemble  my  thoughts.  ,  ^  . 

After  Dinner  I  gave  them  Pipes  to  takeXobac* 
CD,  and  CbfFee  according  to  the  Mode  of  the 
Country,  which  pleafed  them  well,  chiefly  in  this 
place  where  little  of  that  Drink  was  to  be  fcen. 
When  thefe  Arabians  faw  me  fo  free  and  hearty, 
they  conceived  fuch  an  afFedion  for  me,  that  they 
promisMtoproteame,if  any  of  their  Comrades 
fliould  offer  to  affront  me.  When  they  had  talked 
With  me  fome  liours>they  went  stway  very  well  fa- 
tisfied,  and  told  their  Comrades  how  civil  I  had 
been.  By  this  one  may  utiderftand,  that  there  is 
no  Nation  in  the  World  fo  barbarous,  but  is  to  be 
wonby  fair  means. 

some  days  before^  the  ArahUns  had  lent  lome 
of  their  Company  to  their  Parents,  to  mform 
them  Of  their  Ibfs^  and  to  intrcat  them  to  fend 
them  Beafts  to  help  home  their  fick  and  wounded. 
That  day  they  teceived  an  anfwet-,  that  fuch  ot 
them  as  could  return  home  on  foot  Ihould  ven- 
turc,but  that  the  others  ihould  continue  there  till 
they  were  cured  of  their  wounds ;  and  that  none 
durft  come,  or  fend  them  Beafts,  for  fear  of  l^ung 
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them.  Therefore  thefe  Wretches  when  they  faw 
that  they  could  not  remain  any  longer  in  the  Mo- 
naftery,  refolved  to  depart  together,  as  foon  as 
their  fick  Perfons  fliould  recover  any  ftrength. 
refolved  alfo  to  be  gone  for  the  little  iatl'sfafti- 
on  that  I  found  there,  took  away  all  defire  to  con- 
tinue there  any  longer  for  I  had  caufe  to  fear, 
left  the  news  of  this  MalTacre  fhould  fpread  about 
the  Wildernefs,  which  might  have  caufed  me  to 
ftay  there  all  the  Winter,  for  want  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  me  away.  I  haftenM  therefore 
my  departure  as  much  as  I  could,  and  hired  three 
Camels  of  an  Arabian  that  was  left  behind  in  the 
Monaftery^  who  alone  wasable  tofurniflius;  I 
was  to  give  him  a  Piafier  and  a  half  a-piece ; 
moreover  1  promisM  to  give  him  a  new  Suit  of 
Apparel  for  ^n  Arahim  of  our  Company  that 
had  been  ftripp'd,  whofe  Kinfman  he  faid  he  was : 
We  confirmM  our  Agreement  before  all  the 
Monks,  by  the  Chapter  of  lathci,  according  to 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Country,  and  then  I  caufed 
my  felf  to  be  let  down  from  the  Window  of  the 
Monaftery,  on  Adunday  the  1 7th  of  OEiohery  leav- 
ing with  joy  a  place  where  I  had  met  with  many 
difpleafures.  We  took  the  way  and  road  of  the 
Caravariy  or  the  under  way,  becaufe  the  Camels 
that  I  had  hired  lived  that  way.  The  Arabian 
that  was  to  be  my  Guide  having  but  one  in  the 
Monaftery,  the  two  others  beingnear  his  Lodg- 
ing, which  was  in  a  Clift  of  M(x\xnt  Gebcl  ilche- 
leilj  over  againft  the  Monaftery.  We  went  to 
this  Lodging,  or  about  a  days  travelling  from  ' 
thence,  in  a  way  very  difEcult^and  deep ;  and 
becaufe  this  .Arabian  was  a  right  Devil  of  the 
Mountains,  as  they  term  themfelves  ia  boafting. 
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As  foon  as  we  were  a  little  forwards  in  our  way, 
he  told  me  that  the  Price  that  we  had  agreed  up- 
oi^was  not  fufficient,  and  that  I  muft  promife 
him  as  much  more.  I  refufed  to  grant  him  his 
defire, which  was  contrary  to  all  r  eafon  and  juftice^ 
he  led  us  therefore  two  days  up  and  down  in  the 
Wildernefs,  fometimes  one  way,  fometimes  a- 
nother,  threatning  to  leave  us  and  go  away  with 
his  Camel ,  or  to  carry  us  back  to  the  Monaftery  • 
all  this  was  to  force  me  to  give  him  what  he  de- 
manded. I  had  much  difficulty  to  hold  my  hands 
from  ftriking  him,  which  I  had  done,  had  we  but 
known  the  way,  and  where  to  recover  Water 
but  conlidering  that  I  was  loft  if  I  did  abufe  him, 
I  was  forced  at  laft  to  conftnt  to  his  defire,  upon 
this  condition,  that  he  (hould  remain  at  home  and 
give  us  another  Perfon  to  guide  us  in  our  way  ^ 
for  he  was  of  fuch  a  crooked  difpofition  that  it 
was  irppoITible  to  perform  the  Journey  peaceably 
with  him,  which  accordingly  he  did.  When  we 
had  thus  fatisfied  him,  he  became  of  a  good  hu- 
mour and  led  us  to  his  Dwelling,  where  his  Wife 
and  Children  came  to  fee  us,and  prepared  for  us 
a  Supper, according  to  the  Mode  of  the  Arabians  v 
his  Boys  brought  us  fome  Wild-Fowl,  and  pre- 
fented  me  with  a  young  Fawn  alive,  which  1  car- 
ried with  me  to  Cairo.  Thus  we  fpent  that  night 
very  pieafantly. 

The  next  day  we  caufed  him  to  repeat  the  Fatha 
the  fecondtime.  He  gave  us  a  Moor  to  condud 
iis>of  a  very  good  humour.  We  went  with  him 
on  our  way^and  arrived  at  5^//^  the  22th  of  OBo^ 
ber^  from  whenop  we  had  been  abfent  2i  daysi 
I  pafled  immediately  over  to  the  other  fide  of  Np- 
Ihs  to  BenefHefy  and  lodg'd  under  a  Tent>  with  a 
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TUrk.  niy  very  good  Friend^  on  the  fide  of  A^/^j-, 
till  the  26th  of  OEiober.  1  went  aboard  then  to 
return  to  C^w,  where  I  landed  the  next  day,  ha- 
ving Ipent  1 1  days  in  my  Travels  from  thence. 

1  never  undertook  any  Journey,or  Voyage^that 
was  fo full  of  accidents,and  crofles^as  this. 

The  conveniency  of  a  Guide  caufed  me  to  un-  , 
dertake  it.   He  was  a  young  Ahyffin^  of  my  Age, 
named  Paul^  a  comly  Perfon  ,  wife  and  devout 
in  appearance.   1  had  a  little  before  got  acquain- 
tance with  him  ^  and  becaufe  he  underftood  by 
my  difcourfe,  that  1  had  a  great  defire  to  vifit  the 
Monaftery  of  S.  Anthony^  where  he  faid  he 
had  been  before ,  and  that  1  expefted  but  a 
Guide,  becaufe  the  ways  were  difficult  for  a  Franc 
who  had  never  been  there>  *chiefly  becaufe  of  the, 
Arabians^  a  brutifh  and  fantaftick  People,  he  of- 
fered his  fervice  to  accompany  me  thither.  And 
the  rather  I  accepted  his  offer,  becaufe  I  have  al- 
ways hnd  a  particular  refpett  for  the  honelt  Mea 
of  his  Country. 

We  relblved  therefore  upon  all  the  Circum*. 
ftances  of  our  Journey^  and  left  Cairo  the  day 
mentioned  before.  But  the  familiarity  ordinary 
amongft  fellow  Travellers  difcovered  to  me  his 
difpofition  and  temper,  more  than  1  could  before  ^ 
for  all  his  vifits  at  Cairo  were  ftudied  and  crafty. 
I  found  therefore  that  he  was  a  dilfembler,  and 
without  judgmerrtjtoo  hafty  I  relblved  therefore 
tofhake  him  off,  and  to  feek  another,  to  prevent 
the  mifchiefs  that  his  indifcretion  might  procure 
tome'. 

I  met  at  Benefnef^  very  happily,  a  Coptic  born 
ZtBnfchy  by  ProfelTion  zMebafcier^  or  Arithme-^ 
tician,  who  hadtraveirdall  about  the  upper 
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gypt.  I  found  him  fit  for  my  turn,  I  ask'd  him  to 
be  my  Guide  in  this  Voyage  ,  he  accepted  of  the 
offer,  and  I  paid  him  beforehand.  When  the 
byjfin  underftood  it,  he  was  highly  offended-,  fo 
that  he  endeavoured  afterwards  to  be  reveng'd, 
by  caufing  a  diiturbance  amongft  us^  which  an- 
gerMthe  Company  againithim. 

The  firil  night  after  our  departure  from  Bene>^ 
fnefj  when  we  lay  in  the  Wildernefs,  he  com- 
manded my  Servant,  contrary  to  my  orders,  to 
give  no  Coffee  to  the  Arabians ^2iS  if  a  Difli  of  Cof- 
fee,  given  to  thefe  Wretches,  would  have  im- 
poverifhM  me*  They  plotted  to  cut  his  Throat, 
and  doubtlefs  he  had  there  ended  his  days,  had  I 
not  perceived  it  betimes  and  fatisfied  them  *,  for 
as  they  are  extreme  *brutiih  when  they  are  an- 
ger'd,  they  are  very  quiet  when  they  are  flat- 
tered and  kindly  us'd. 

The  Arabians  Qcim'^di  me,  againft  their  wills,  to 
fufFer  another  inconvenieacy.  They  took  no 
care  v^/hen  they  greas'd  the  Leathern  Bottles  of 
Water,  that  the  Greafe  was  mouldy,  it  infefted 
therefore  the  Water  fo  much  which  we  were  to 
drink,that  I  could  not  poifibly  tafte  of  it :  let  any 
Man  think  if  this  was  not  a  fufficient  mortificatir 
on,  feeing  our  Journey,  or  Voyage,  lafted  five 
days.  .  - 

As  this  was  the  firil:  time  that  I  rid  upon  a  Ca- 
mel, I  could  hardly  endure  the  fhakings,  which 
the  manner  of  walking  of  this  fantaftick  Dealt 
caufed  me  to  fufFer.  I  confefs,  when  I  faw  my 
felf  upon  this  Coloffus,  without  any  ftay,  lifted 
up  in  the  Air,feated  upon  an  ugly  Beaft  my  Feet 
in  two  Ropes  inftead  of  Stirrups,  holding  in  my 
hand  a  Cord  made  with  the  Strings  of  a  Palm- 

tree:, 
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tree,  which  cut  my  hands,  it  feemed  to  me  very 
ftrange  :  I  refolved  neverthelefs  to  overcome  ail 
th«fe  difficulties  and  inftead  of  vexing  my  felf,  I 
madeafportof  that  which  would  have  troubled 
other  Perfons. 

When  I  think  upon  the  folemn  reception  of 
the  Monks,  when  I  firft  came  into  t  he  Monaftery, 
I  cannot  but  be  yet  difpleasM  at  my  jlbyjfm.  This 
Fool  defired  me  to  let  him  go  befor  e  the  Caravan^ 
to  tell  the  Monks  of  my  coming,  and  to  caufe  a 
Chamber  to  be  prepared  for  me    but  by  the  re- 
fpeds  they  paid  me,  I  underftood  that  hs  had  too 
much  exaggerated  my  quality,  thinking  to  do  me 
a  pleafure.    I  indeavoured  to  undeceive  them, 
and  caufed  all  their  Ceremonies  to  ceafe,  as  foon 
as  I  perceived  that  they  ook  me  for  a  greater  Per- 
fon  than  really  I  was. 

I  have  already  fet  down  at  large  how  the  Jra^ 
•  frighted  me  in  the  Monaftery  ;  but  they  were 
not  the  only  Perfons  that  troubled  me.  The 
Monks,  the  Vicars,  the  Coptics,  and  the  Jbyffim 
vexM  me  one  after  another,  as  if  they  had  all  a- 
greed  to  try  my  patience. 

The  avaricious  Monks,  not  contented  with 
whatj  had  given  them,  before  mv  departure  caufl 
ed  their  Vicar  to  tell  me,  that  they  expeded  that  a 
Franc  of  my  reputation  would  have  left  them  at 
leaft  thirty  golden  Dncats  of  Femcc.  When  f 
told  them  of  the  great  charges  I  h?A  been  at  in 
this  Voyage,  befides  the  expences  that  1  was  yet 
to  be  at  in  my  return  •  that  I  had  received  but  lit^ 
tie  fatisfadion  from  them that  I  wonderM  at 
their  boldnefs,  to  tax  a  Stranger  of  my  quality, 
tihatcame  from  far  to  fee  their  miferable  Mona- 
ftery, and  their  poverty.  They  were  angry  at 
O  3  this 
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thisanfwer,  and  treated  me  afterwards  with 
Contempt. 

The  Vicar  was  afraid*  to  want  Bread  in  his 
Monaftery  7  therefore  herefolved  to  quit  it,  and 
to  feekanother  v^iere  he  inigiit  be  better  treat- 
ed: And  becaufe  he  had  no  money  to  hire  a  Camel 
to  c^rry  him  through  a  tedious  and  troublefome 
way,  he  intreated  nie  to  give  himfome,  which  I 
did  very  generoufly,  though  I  had  caufe  to  be 
offended  with  him.  But  he  put  this  money  in  his 
Purfe,  without  dreaming  of  hiring  a  Camel,  be- 
lieving that  my  men  would  fufter  him  to  ride 
fometim-es  upon  their  Camels :  But  in  the  way 
he  found  himfelf  deceived  ;  when  he  was  wea- 
ry ^  and  his  feet  cut  with  the  (harp  ftones,  he  mur- 
liiured  at  me  I  told  higi  of  his  covetoufnefs^ 
unViTorthy  of  a  man  of  his  Profeffion,  of  his  lit- 
tle love  for  his  Flock,  whom  he  left  in  the  time 
Vv^hen  they  needed  moft  his  Fatherly  care,  but  he 
^•eceived  thefe  reproofs  very  ill ;  fo  that  from 
thence  it  may  eafily  be  imagined,  how  we  tra- 
veled together. 

The  Ahyjjm  and  the  CoptiexNcre  at  a  continual 
variance,  becaufe  one  thought  himfelf  more  ufe- 
ful  to  me  than  the  other  ^  fo  that  at  every  f&ot,  I 
was  obligM  to  makepeace  between  them. 

The  night  before  the  Arabiam  ylfitQd  me,  I 
wasobligMto  caufe  all  my  Cloattis  to  be  carri- 
ed into  the  Tower  of  the  Monaftery,  into  a  fe- 
cure  place.  In  that  horley-burley  I  loft  fome, 
valued  at  five  or  fix  Piajfers'^  I  cannot  tell  whofe 
tault  it  was,  the  A;^yffi/i  call:  the  fault  upon  the 
Coptlcj  to  difcredirhim  with  me:  However,  as 
foon  we  were  come  to  Beiha^tiiQ  Of  tie  vanifli'd 
away  faddeniy^  without  bidding  us  farewelL 
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This  caufed  me  to  fufped  that  the  Abyjfm  had 
not  accufed  him  wrongfully. 

To  all  thefe  difplcafures  we  muft  add  the  fear 
of  Thieves  in  the  way,  for  at  every  ftep,  we 
look'd  on  the  ground  to  fee  whether  there  were 
any  footfteps  in  the  Sand  when  we  faw  fome 
that  were  frefh,  we  were  then  grievoufly  afraid ; 
but  our  apprehenfions  incrcafed^  when  we  faw 
the  footfteps  turned  our  way,  for  we  imagined 
that  we  fhould  meet  them  ^  fear  alone  m^de  us 
take  Beafts  at  a  diftance  for  Men,  and  Buftes  for 
Robbers  that  waited  for  us.  ■ 

At  laft  we  were  in  fight  of  Beiha^  we  imagined 
then  that  all  our  fears  were  over-,  but  the  Ca- 
mels knowijig  the  Fields  where  they  were  wont 
to  feed,  began  to  leap  for  joy,  becaufe  they  were 
return'd  to  their  ordinary  Paftures*,  fothat  the 
Saddle  of  that  upon  which  I  rid  being  not  well 
girded,  nor  the  Bridle  fufficient  to  flop  the 
Beaft,  it  jolted,  andcaft  me  up  into  the  Air  feve- 
ral  times :  at  every  moment  I  thought  I  fliould 
tumbledown,  and  break  my  Neck,  which  hap. 
pen'd  not,  through  the  care  of  tht  Arabia7i  that 
ftopt  the  Came). 

This  Relation  is  fufficient  to  make  it  appear, 
that  if  there  is  fome  pleafure  in  travelling,  and 
feeing ForrbignCuriofities,  one  buys  them  very 
dear,  with  the  hazard  of  many  dangers  and  crof- 
fes,  chiefly  in  £^ypf,  where  cruelty  and  barba- 
rifmfeem  to  dwell. 

I  fliall  add  fome  other  Curiofities  which  I  have 
ften  in  the  Delarts. 

We  left  at  our  left  hand  when  we  came  from 
the  Monafteries ,  the  mines  of  a  very  ancient 
Town,  fcituate  on  the  top  of  the  barren  Moun- 
P  4  tziny 
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tsin,  called,  Gebel  U  cheleil.  This  Town  is  in  the 
niid-vvay  between  Beiha.  and  the  Monaftery,  in 
that  place  where  the  Mountain  feparates  it  felf, 
and  by  which  one  pafieth  in  coming  or  going 
from  Beiha,  in  the  way  of  the  Caravan.  The  A 
rabians  were  ignorant  of  the  name,  and  we  had 
LO  time  to  fray  there,  having  taken  notice  upon 
ti  eSand,  of  frefii  footfteps  of  Horfe^men  that 
hsd  paiTed  that  way,  which  caufedus  to  conceive 
fome  danger,  if  we  continued  thereany  time. 

I  found  there  a  Plant,  which  the  Arabians  call 
Bdrmb\  It  hath  a  little  full  Stalk,  ^SciMouche- 
ron,  and  at  the  top  a  little  Button,  about  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  Nut,  w^hich  is  full  of  Powder,  which  the 
Dyers  ufe  in  dying.  Its  leaves  are  as  flenderas 
the  leaves  of  Poppy,  I  gathered  three  or  four 
of  thefe  Plants,  but  1  could  not  keep  them  long, 
becaufe  of  their  tcndernefs.  I  faw  alfoanHerb 
which  is  called  by  the  Arabians  Rably  that  fmells 
as  Afint^  ray  Arabia?:s  fed  upon  it.  I  faw  there  a 
great  deal  of  Alcali^  called  in  Arab,  KUh^  which 
iiath  the  virtue  to  take  away  from  Cloaths  all 
iTianner  of  fpots.  Upon  the  Mount  C^jfei/;^,  there 
is  a  Weed  that  groW'S,  called  Ond  il  ahrab^  or 
Sicrpions  Wood^  the  Monks  of  S.  Anthony  reduced 
5t  to  powder,  w  hich  they  judge  to  be  a  good  re-^ 
inedyagainft  the  biting  of  venomou^Creatures, 
as  w^ell  as  to  cure  weak  eyes,  and  eyes  inflamed : 
Thoy  gave  me  half  a  pound  in  Canes:,  1  have 
fent  it  to  Paris  with  the  other  Curiolities.  In 
ihis  Defart  is  a  great  deal  of  Coh^mnte,  and  un- 
der the  Sand  much  white  fait  very  good,  which 
my  Arabians  uicd  CO  feafon  their  Fatir^  and  their 

Fatir  are ,  great  Cake  sy  as  thick  as  a  finger,  and 
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as  large  as  a  French  Hat,  baked  in  the  Coals. 

Mafrucais  mz^Q  of  the  Fatir^  by  breaking  it 
in  pieces,  when  it  is  yet  hot,  and  taken  from  the 
fire  and  by  pouring  upon  it  Oyl-Olive ,  and 
kneading  it  with  the  hand  in  a  wooden  difli,  as  if* 
it  were  Pafte.  My  Arabians  imagined  to  do  me  a 
great  pleafure  to  offer  me  fome  to  eat,  for  this 
is  highly  efteem'd  amongft  them  *,  but  though  I 
had  a  good  Stomach,  I  had  not  the  courage  to 
talte  o?  it,  for  I  had  good  caufe  to  loath  it. 

.  1  return  now  to  fpeak  of  the  things  that  hap- 
pened at  Cniro^  where  I  landed  the  30th  of  O- 
Hoher, 

That  day  they  began  the  Zine,  or  Fefiival  of 
pMick^joyf  becaufe  the  Grand  Seignior  had  taken 
Caminiez.  from  the  Poles.  This  Feftival  lafted 
from  Sunday  till  Thurfday  in  the  Afternoon. 

It  is  the  cuftom  at  Cairo^  that  in  fuch  like  Fe- 
ftivals  every  one  adorns  the  out-fide  of  his  Houfe 
or  Shop  with  Carpets  and  Pavillions,  lighting  a- 
bout  them  all  night  many  Lamps  tyed  to  wooden 
Engines,  fome  made  in  an  Hexagone  figure,  o- 
thersin  2XiOB:ogone  ^  fome  as  Stars,  others  in  a- 
nother  manner.  Thefe  Engines  are  fufpended 
with  Ropes  tyed  crofs  the  Streets,  which  are 
beautiful  to  look  upon.  The  Streets  in  all  other 
times  are  fhut  in  the  night,  but  then  are  open, 
and  the  Chriftians,  during  this  Feftival,  may  walk 
about  more  freely  than  at  other  times  at  mid-day, 
becaufe  one  cannot  diftinguilh  in  that  obfcure 
light  of  whst  colour  is  the  Turbant  that  they 
wear,  nor  difcover  whether  it  be*  ftraked,  or  all 
white. 

Befides  thefe  Lamps  and  Carpets,  the  Beys 
hang  up  in  a  good  order  before  their  Palaces  up- 
on 
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on  the  Walls  their  mofl:  beautiful  Armour,  as 
Head-pieces,  Breaft^ plates,  Coats  of  Male,  Mud 
quets.  Hangers,  Targets,  and  other  fuch  Jnftru- 
ments  of  War,  The  Fremh  Confuls,  who  never 
^  coine  fhort  of  them,  caufe  beautiful  Carpets  to 
be  hung  in  all  the  Streets  of  their  dwellings,  and 
Pavillions  over  the  Streets,  from  one  end  to  ano- 
ther, to  i^eep  off  the  heat  of  the  Sun.  Monfieur 
deTyger^  Conlulof  the  French  Nation,  caufed  a 
kind  of  a  refting  place  to  be  erefted,  beautifying 
it  with  Carpets  and  Cufhions>  to  receive  the  Per- 
Tons  of  Quality  he  put  round  about  the  Pidures 
of  the  King,  of  theQaeen,  of  the  Dolphin,  and 
othcT  French  Lords,  in  fmall  ingravery,  with  Ta- 
pers before  them,  to  caufe  the  Turks  to  admire 
che  wit  and  invention  of  the  French^  who  can 
make  Pidures  much  like  the  Originals.  But  the 
T/0^f  were  furprized  to  fee  their  Beards  lhavcn 
off",  they  ask'd  whether  they  were  yet  Chil- 
dren, 

Thefe  Feftivals  give  much  diverfion  to  the 
people,  but  they  are  very  chargeable  to  thofe 
that  will  obferve  them,  chiefly  to  the  Confuls ; 
for  befides  the  Tents  and  Carpets,  and  other  Or-^ 
naments  that  they  mufl:  hire ,  they  are  wont  to 
give  Coffee  and  Tobacco  to  all  that  come  to  fee 
them  ^  and  if  they  be  pcrfons  of  Quality,  they 
muft  have  Sweet-meats ;  fothat  if  aConful  will 
come  off  v/ith  Honour,  it  will  coft  him  three  or 
four  hundred  Crowns.  The  people  run  about 
the  Streets,  from  morning  till  three  hours  after 
mid-night,  all  the  time  of  the  Feftival. 

On  the  firft  of  November  I  w^ent  to  fee  the  Ca- 
ftle  of  Cairo  with  a  ChiaouXy  a  very  good  friend 
of  minef 

The 
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The  fir  ft  thing  that  we  law  was  the  Royal  Hall, 
where  the  Pacha  keeps  the  Divan.  He  fliewed 
me  in  the  middle  of  this  Hall,  a  great  Cord  tyed 
double  to  one  of  theBeam$  of  the  Roof,  where, 
'according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Country,  the 
Cafciefs  that  have  not  fufficient  to  pay  the  Taxes 
of  their  Province,  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  lift- 
ed up  in  the  air,  with  their  hands  behind,  tyed 
to  their  backs :  befides  ,  they  are  whipt  upon 
their  naked  backs  with  a  Whip  of  Cords,  where- 
unto  are  tyed  fome  Leaden  Bullets. 

We  went  up  next  to  the  top  of  the  Ovens 
wherethey  bake  Bread,  from  whence  the  place 
called  iC^r^,  or  the  place  of  exercife,  is  difco- 
verable.  There  the  Pacha's  men  fport  themfelves 
with  Bows  and  Arrows ,  and  by  running  on 
Horfe-back,  aiming  at  a  mark  fixed  at  the  top  of 
a  very  high  Tree. 

We  went  to  fee  next  the  Chambers  where  they 
make  the  Gun^powder,  which  are  two  great  Par- 
lours or  Rooms  on  the  ground,  over  againft  the 
Royal  Hall  of  the  Divan,  with  very  ftrong  walls, 
and  vaulted  over  head.  In  each  are  twelve  Mor- 
tars of  Pewter  placed  round,  about  a  Cubit  high, 
with  their  Peftels  of  Iron,  which  receive  their 
motion,  to  pound  the  matter  in  the  I^rtars  to 
powder ,  from  a  long  Pole  that  anfwers  to  a 
Beam  thaffl:ands  in  the  middle  of  the  Chamber, 
which  a  Horfe  turns  round.  There  are  near  fe- 
veral  other  Chambers ,  where  are  many  little 
Mortars,  in  which  they  refine  the  Gun-powder. 

On  the  19th  of  November  I  was  prefent  at  a 
Marriage  of  two  Copies  the  Ceremonies  were 
performed  in  this  manner. 

After  the  Oration  or  Prayer  of  mid-night,  or 
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as  if  we  fholild  fay,  after  Morning-prayer,  the 
Friends  and  Parents  led  firlt  the  Bridegroom, 
and  next  the  Bride ,  from  their  Houfes  to  the 
Church,  with  feveral  lighted  Tapers  before 
them,  and  finging  through  the  Streets  Hymns  in 
the  Cofties  Language ,  and  ftriking  with  little 
wooden  Hammers  againft  fome  fticks  of  Ebony 
wood^  which  is  their  Miijlick. 

When  they  were  come  to  the  Church,  they  led 
the  Bridegroom  into  the  inner  Chancel,  where 
ufually  the  Prayers  are  faid ,  and  brought  the 
Bride  to  the  place  of  the  Women :  Then  the 
Priefts  and  the  People  began  in  the  Chancel 
their  Prayers  mingled  with  Hymns,  which  lafted 
very  long :  At  the  end,  he  that  performed  the 
Ceremony  of  the  Marriage,  went  to  the  Bride- 
groom and  read  three  or  four  Prayers,  making 
over  him  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  before,  and  at 
^  the  end  of  every  Prayer.  He  caufed  him  after- 
wards to  fit  on  the  ground,  having  his  face  turn- 
ed towards  the  Betkel^  holding  behind  him  upon 
his  Head,  in  a  Handing  pofture,  a  Silver  Crofs, 
and  continuing  in  Prayer. 

Whiles  this  was  doing  in  the  Chancel ,  the 
Beadle  caufed  the  Bride,  with  one  of  her  Kin- 
dred, to  fi  down  upon  a  Bench  that  he  had  there 
put  out  of  the  door  of  the  uttermoft  Chancel. 
As  foon  as  the  Priefts  had  ended  in  the  innermoft 
Chancel,  the  prayers  of  the  Knot ,  as  they  name 
them.  He  that  performed  the  Ceremony,  cloa- 
thed  the  Bridegroom  with  a  SurpHce,  and  tyed 
liim  about  the  middle  with  a  Girdle,  putting  up- 
on his  head  a  white  Cloth. 

In  this  manner  he  led  him  to  the  Bride,  cau- 
fing  him  to  fit  by  her :  He  then  covered  them 
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both  with  this  white  Cloth,  and  made  them  put 
their  heads  together.  Then  he  anointed  the 
Bridegroom  with  Oyl-OIive  in  the  Forehead, 
and  above  the  Fift,  and  the  Eride  in  the  ftme 
manner  :  Afterwards  he  caufed  them  to  give  one 
another  their  hands,  reading  aloud  the  Exhorta- 
tion that  contains  the  Duties  which  they  were  to 
perform  to  one  another.  So  with  a  long  train 
of  Prayers ,  interrupted  with  feveral  Ceremo- 
nies, this  Solemnity  of  Marriage  ended,  which 
they  call  the  Coronation  of  the  Married  Couple. 

Afterwards  they  read  Morning-prayer,  or  as 
we  call  them,  the  Laudes.  They  fung  next  Maft, 
where  the  Bridegroom  and  the  Bride  received 
the  Communion  ^  which  being  ended ,  they  all 
returned  to  their  feveral  homes. 


The  beginning  of  the  Year  1^73. 

THE  night  of  the  i6th  of  Jmmry^  1673, 
the  Copies  celebrate  the  Feftival  of  the  £- 
flphany,  I  was  then  at  Cairo  in  the  Church  of  Ma^ 
ry  MoncHre^to  fee  how  they  dip  themfelves  in  Wa- 
ter in  remembrance  of  the  Baptifm  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  which  was  performed  that  night 
according  to  the  Traditions  of  the  Church.  I 
took  notice  of  thefe  Particulars. 

They  faid  the  Prayers  of  Midnight,  where  the 
Font  ftands,  and  where  they  dipped  themfelves^ 
which  they  call  //  Ma^^tas.  This  Pond^or  Bafo% 
of  Water  is  in  a  Chamber  near  the  Church,  about 
three  Perches  fquare,  as  deep  as  a  Man  is  high. 
As  foon  as  Prayers  were  ended,  the  Patriarch 
went  to  the  Kolome^  or  Fejlry^  to  put  on  his  Pon- 
tifical 
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tifical  Attire  from  thence  he  rcturn'd  to  the 
Water,  with  a  Deacon  and  a  Prieft  before  him. 
The  Deacon  had  on  him  a  Cape,  bearing  in  his 
hand  an  Iron  Crofs,  as  long  as  a  Paftoral  Staff. 
The  Prieft  was  Cloathed  with  a  Surplice,  that  he 
might  be  ufeful  to  the  Patriarch  in  faying  of  Mafs ; 
that  is,  that  he  might  be  his  aififtant,  and  Matter 
of  the  Ceremonies. 

When  he  was  come  to  the  Water,  he  began  to 
blefs  it,  by  reading  over  it  feveralLeffons  taken 
out  of  the  Prophets  and  the  Pfalms,  and  out  of 
the  New  Teftament fometimes  in  the  Copies 
Language,  fometimes  in  Arathicki  The  Patri- 
arch perfum'd  it  alfo,  and  ftirr'd  it  crofs-wife  with 
the  Paftoral  Staff  of  Iron,  which  the  other  Priefts 
did  alfo>  every  one  in  his  turn.  And  whilft  they 
were  bleiling  this  Water,  which  lafted  ^lear  two 
hours,  there  was  a  Candleftick  of  Iron  ftanding 
within,  about  the  length  of  a  Man,  with  three 
Branches,  upon  which  there  were  three  Tapers 
burning  all  the  time  of  this  Ceremony. 

As  foon  as  this  bleifing  was  ended,  thePond,or 
Bafon,was  all  uncovered,  that  the  People  might 
go  in  and  dip  themfelves.  Then  there  was  heard 
aftrange  confufion  and  noife,fo  great  that  I  won^ 
der*d for  every  one  endeavoured  to  be  one  of  the 
three  firft,  whom  the  Patriarch  dips  in  the  Wa^ 
ter.  They  that  could  not  obtain  this  honour/ 
dipp'd  themfelves,  skipping  and  playing,  all  na- 
ked ,in  the  Water,  without  having  any  thing  td 
cover  their  nakednefs,  and  privy  Members  and 
all  this  in  the  prefence  of  their  Patriarch ,  and 
many  Priefts  that  were  there. 

As  foon  as  the  Men  had  ended  their  wafhmg, 
and  were  gone  to  the  Chancel  i  the  Women,  and 
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the  Maids  drew  near,  and  followed  the  Mens  Ex- 
ample, skipping  all  naked  in  the  Water,and/port- 
ting  one  with  the  other.  It  is  true  that  ftch  as 
did  thus  dip  themfelves  were  of  the  poorer  fort, 
and  that  as  many  as  were  of  the  wealthier,  and 
better  fort,  walh'd  their  faces  and  hands. 

When  the  Women  had  ended  their  bathing, 
they  went  away  to  their  own  places  to  hear  Mafs, 
which  was  already  begun. 

Thus  this  Ceremony  was  performed,  which  I 
faw  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

The  26th  of  this  Month  Monfienr  de  Tynr, 
who  had  been,  till  then,  Conful  of  the  Fre»c^  Na- 
tion, left  Cairo.  He  is  a  very  able  Man,  and  un- 
derftands  his  duty  very  well  •,  but  the  Merchants 
of  France  made  their  complaints  againlt  him  at 
Court,  and  caus'd  him  to  be  difmifs'd.  Mon- 
fieur  de  Bomecorfe,  the  Couful  of  Seyda,  was  na- 
med in  his  place. 
-   CHAr 

T&e  departure  of  the  Mahmel  tovpards 
Mecha» 

QAturday,  the  28th  o*f  this  Month,  the  Pach* 
fent  away,in  great  pomp,from  Cairo,t\\tMd}- 
mlj  or  Bnryiftg.Cloath,v/hich  the  Kings  of£^f, 
and  the  Pacha's  are  wont  to  fend  every  Year  to 
Mecha,  to  cover  Mahomets  Tombj  which  was 
performed  in  this  manner. 

Firft  two  Kifue,  or  Burying^Cloaths,  of  black 
Damask,  richly  wrought  with  great  Arabkkh^u 
ters,  expreffing*fome  Sentences  of  the  Jlcsran., 
were  carried  before.  Thefe  Letters  were  very 
great,  Embroidered  with  Gold.and  artificially  In- 
terwoven. 
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ter woven.   Thefe  Burying-Cloaths  were  each  car-  ^ 
ried  upon  a  Bier,  made  almollin  the  fame  fafhioa 
asthofe  thatare  in  Enrope^  and  they  were  about 
three  Perches  long. 

An  infinite  number  of  Schiechs  j  or  Ecclefia- 
Iticks,  followed  after  in  a  confufion.^  caufing  fe- 
veral  Banners  to  be  carried  before  them>  which 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  Mofques  of  Cairo  i  ' 
Some  were  on  foot,  others  riding  upon  AlFes,  and; 
all  cloathed  in  a  very  ftrange  manner ,with  Garbs 
made  up  with  divers  pieces  of  many  colours.! 
patched  together.  They  caufed  themfelves  to 
be  wondered  at  by  their  howling  and  grimaces,  / 
for  they  wagg'd  their  Heads,  their  Eyes,  and: 
their  Mouths,  in  athouland  ways^  others  pro-, 
nounccd  the  word  Hu^  which  is  one  of  the  Attri- 
butes and  Names  of  God,  with  all  the  ftrength  of 
their  body  ^  and  there  was  none  without  Ar- 
mour, a  Club,  or  a  Halberd,  or  a  wooden  Sword> 
or  fome  other  rufty  Weapon. 

After  this  Crowd  came  the  Cloth  with  which 
they  cover  Mahomets  Tomb,  which  they  call  in 
Arahich^  il  Mahmel  It  was  carried  upon  a  Ca- 
mel painted  yellow^  with  an  Herb  called  Henne^ 
and  very  richly  harnalTed  and  trapped  with  gold 
Embroidery,  with  feathers  upon  the  Head,  and 
aooat  the  Neck  and  Legs  little  Bells. 

This  Mahmel  was  made  like  a  Bed,  but  the 
kind  of  Stuffjandthecolour,was  not  tobediftin- 
guifh'd,  becaufe  it  was  all  covered  with  Flowers, 
and  Arahick.C^2X2idi^is,  very  long,  all  Embroi- 
dered with  Gold  and  Interwoven  very  artificially. 
At  the  four  cor.ier  s  were  four  great  Boffes ,  cover- 
ed over  with  a  rich  Stuff*,  and  from  the  middle  of 
thefe  j5t?jJ2'i,they  rofe  up  in  Tyr amides. 
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The  Cafnel  that  carried  this  Engine^-  was  fol- 
lowed by  five  others ;  Upon  the  firft  was  mount- 
ed an  jirahimfymding  a  Trumpet  *,  upon  the  fe- 
cond  a  Moor  that  plaid  upon  two  Cymbals  and 
upon  the  three  others,  three  young  Boys  v  after 
thefe  went  five  and  twenty  Metferracas  with  their 
Swords  by  their  fides,  and  the  T urban  of  the  Chia^ 
oHx  upon  their  heads  *,  and  after  them  feven  other 
Perfons  cloathed  with  Caftans :  A  Troop  of  Sche- 
rifs-i  or  Noble  Men  of  Mecha^  followed  next^  on 
horfeback-,  after  them  a  Man  who  carried  upoii 
his  head  a  \\XX\.tMormary^  or  Bmying^^Cloath^  Em- 
broidered, fquare,  ftretched  upon  Staves next 
went  four  others  that  carried  every  one  upoii 
their  fhoulders  a  Cloath  of  the  fame  fafhion- 
They  told  me,  that  they  hanged  them  up  where 
they  celebrate  the  memory  of  Abrahams  Sacri- 
fice. Eight  and  twenty  Janijfaries  went  next,  twd 
and  two,  withtheir  Caps  upon  their  heads.  They 
went  immediately  before  the  Emtr  hag^  or  the  Bey 
that  commands  this  Caravan.  This  Bey  was 
cloathed  with  a  Coftanj  and  had  upon  his  head  a 
Ti^rbany  proper  to  the  Beys,  which  is  called  in 
Arabick^  Emame  Berfciani,  which  is  like  a  Flower- 
pot turn'd  up-fide  down.  His  Domefticks,  who 
were  twelve  Archers  well  cloathed,and  aTroop  of 
Mufqueteers  on  Horfes,  waited  upon  him  ^  after 
followed  the  Drummers,  the  Trumpeters,  the 
Pipers,  either  on  Horfeback,  or  riding  upon  Ca- 
mels ;  and  at  laft  there  was  an  Engine,  drawn 
by  the  ftrength  of  Men,  upon  which  was  rcpre- 
fentented  the  Porch  of  the  Temple  of  Mecha-,  in 
green  Sattin  Embroidered  with  Gold  :  They  cali 
it  in  Arab.  Burca. 

The  Money  needful  to  make  all  thefe  Cloaths^ 
P  1^ 
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is  taken  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Lands  which 
the  ancient  Kings  of  E^ft  have  appointed  fc*  • 
that  purpofe,  which  hath  been  confirmed  by 
the  Ottoman  Emperours.  For  that  purpofe  they 
have  appointed  a  Superintendant,  whom  they 
callin  Arahick^Nadir  il  Kifve^  or  the  Snperihten^ 
dant  of  the  Habit y  who  hath  the  care  to  caufe  thefe 
Lands  to  be  Manured,  and  to  gather  the  Reve- 
nues, and  to  employ  them  in  the  ufesfor  which 
they  were  appointed. 

That  which  was  worthy  of  notice  i^thisPomp, 
was  the  blind  Devotion  of  thefe  Wretches  for 
the  things  which  are  to  be  ufed  by  their  Prophet, 
or  employed  in  their  Religion.  All  the  People^ 
notwithftanding  the  extraordinary  crowd  in  all 
the  Streets  where  thefe  Cloaths  were  to  pafs>  pref- 
fed  forward  with  incredible  earneft  nefs,  that  they 
might  caufe  their  Handkerchiefs,or  their  Tnybans, 
to  touch  thefe  Cloaths  that  were  defigned  for  the ' 
Tomb  of  their  Prophet,  which  they  kifs'd  after- 
wards, and  rubb'd  them  upon  their  Eyes  with 
much  devotion. 


Tbe  Deparfnre  of  the  Caravan      the  Pil- 
grims for  Mecha. 

Eight  days  after  the  Mahmel  of  the  falfe  Pro- 
phet Mahomet  was  gone,  the  Bey  went  away 
alfo,  with  his  Caravan^  in  this  manner  and  order. 

Firft  fix  little  Pieces  of  Artillery  were  drawn  by 
Horfes,  with  their  Ammunition  that  followed 
next  7  after  followed  nine  and  forty  Camels, 
loaden  with  Provifions  for  the  Bey,for  his  Kit- 
chin  i  after  them  nine  and  fifty  others  that  were. 
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ot  loaden,  and  fourteen  others  that  carriecj 
Water  ^  after  them  two  and  twenty  other  Camels^ 
well  harnelTedjbut  not  loaden  ^  eight  and  twenty 
Arahiam  marchM  after  them,  every  one  of  them 
had,  upon  his  ftioulder,  a  Torch,  or  Mefchaly  to 
give  Ught  in  the  Night,  before  the  Caravan :  nine 
and  forty  Camels  without  burden,  and  two  an(i 
twenty  others  loaden  with  two  Cradles  a-piece,  to 
carry  the  fick  and  weak,  and  the  poor,  went  at 
ter :  next  to  them  went  nineteen  Camels  loaden 
with  Water^pouches ,  and  before  and  after  thera 
there  was^  Troop  of  Moors  that  beat  upon  the 
Drum :  after  them  followed  twenty  beautiful  Ca- 
mels, without  burden  •,  they  belonged  to  a  Lord. 
A  Troop  of  Mufitians,  and  eighteen  Camels  with- 
out burdens,  the  foremofl:  bearing  fome  Mufiti- 
ans, went  next.   Eight  af  the  Field  Tapers,  called 
in  Jirabicky  Mefchal^  were  carried  after*,  and  then 
the  train  of  a  Cmrbachiy  well  horfed,  fucceeded : 
after  went  two  and  two  Mufitians,  mounted  up- 
on Camels  that  went  before  another  Camel  with 
Trappings  richly  Embroidered ,  next  a  Troop  of 
Drummers  rode  by  upon  Camels  ^  and  after  them 
three  Camels,  bearing  in  their  Saddles  many  Co- 
lours flying,that  yielded  a  beautiful  fight ,  Twelve 
Moors  carried  next  twelve  Torches   next  w^ent 
twelve  Camels  loaden  with  Water-pouches  ^ 
fome  Ciurhachies  rode  next  on  horfeback,follo  wed 
by  two  Camels  that  carried  two  Mufitians,  and 
fix  and  twenty  others  loaden  with  Banners,  as  the 
former   between  thefe,  and  two  others  that  were 
loaden  with  Water,  went  two  Men  that  car- 
ried Tapers^   two  Camels  loaden  followed 
after,with  the  Train  of  a  Lord  on  horfeback,  two 
Drums,  and  nine  Camels ;  and  after  them  fome 
P  2  O/zr- 
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Cinrbachiesj  with  their  Servants,  on  horfeback; 
after  went  the  feven  orders  of  the  Militia,  and 
the  ^lai  ChiaoHXy  who  are  to  be  diftinguiflied  by 
their  black  Rod  which  they  bear  in  their  hands, 
which  hath  two  Branches  hooked,  upon  which 
hang  two  Silver  Chains,  furnilh'd  with  little  Bells 
tied  at  the  middle  of  the  Rod :  next  followed  the 
Servants,  and  Attendants  of  a  Lord,  all  riding  on 
Horfes.    The  Imam^ov  Chaplain5of  the  Emir-hag, 
cloathed  in  white  Searge,  followed  them  upon  a 
Camel ;  after  him  went  a  Troop  of  young  Men, 
mounted  upon  Camels   next  went  the  Attendants 
of  a  Lord,and  a  Troop  of  JanilFaries  on  foot, with 
their  Ceremonial  Caps  on  their  heads ,  next  fol- 
lowed their  Serdar^ov  Colonel,with  forty  Chiaoux^ 
two  and  two  on  horfeback,  with  their  Swords  by 
their  fides:  twelve  Sangiac-Beys  Y^tnt  after,  two 
and  two,  on  Horfes,  with  their  Ceremonial  Tur- 
bans on  their  heads,  with  their  Servants  t  next 
eight  ChiaoHx,  and  a  Bey  all  alone,  and  the  Faliy 
or  Provoft  Marfhal,  with  the  Metkefih^ov  Super- 
intendant  of  the  Provifions,  on  Horfes :  they 
had  after  them  a  thou fand  Az^af^es  on  foot,  walk- 
ing two  and  two  :  the  Apprentices  were  at  the. 
head  of  their  Troop,  having  a  little  Mufquet  m , 
their  Ihoulders,  and  a  Cutlafs  at  their  fides :  the 
young  Men  without  Beard  followed  them  *,  next 
the  Men  of  full  age ;  next  the  old  Men,  all  cloa- 
thed with  skins  of  Tygers :  after  them  a  thou- 
fand  Janiffaries  went  on  foot,  in  the  fame  order : 
and  at  the  lafl:  the  Emir^hag^  or  the  Bey  that  com- 
manded this  C^ravan^  clofed  up  the  rear  of  this 
Company, on  horfeback. 

We  mnft  not  think  that  all  thefe  Perfons  go" 
with  the  Bey  as  far  as  Mecki :  They  accompaay 

bim. 


of  EGYPT.  aij 

him  a  little  way  out  of  Town,  as  far  as  the  Cara- 
van hath  a  Rendezvous  none  remain  ,  but  fuch 
as  are  bound  to  go  through  with  him. 


A  Voyage  into  the  Upper  Egypt. 

ON  the  24th  of  February  ,  being  Friday^ 
S-  Matthtash  day,  I  went  fwm  Cairo  10- 
^ardn  the  Vpper  Egyft^  with  an  intention  to  vifit 
the  Monaftery  of  the  Holy  Martyrs  at  If^^ey  and 
the  other  Antiquities  that  are  about  that  City. 

Befides/^m  my  Man,  I  took  along  with  me  a 
Moar,  called  Hagali^  our  near  Neighbour,  to  ac- 
rompanyme.  We  went  aboard  of  a  Bark  that 
I  had  hired  to  carry  us  to  Momf allots  for  five  and 
twenty  P^r/ej.  The  Vifiter  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe 
caufedus  to  ftop  till  the  Evening  fo  that  this 
night  we  only  went  round  about  the  Ifle  Roude^ 
which  is  at  a  Musket^fhot  over  againft  Old  Cairo. 

Saturday  the  Rain  fell  betimes,  and  lafted  till 
Noon^the  Showers  fell  fo  furioufly,  that  our  Bark 
funk  almoft  to  the  bottom :  I  wifh'd  then  that 
fuch  as  fay  that  no  Rain  /alls  in  Egyft  had  been 
there,  for  they  would  have  feen  the  contrary. 
This  Rain  was  fucceeded  by  cold  and  tempeftu- 
ous  Winds. 

The  next  night  there  was  another  Rain  fell  as 
great  as  the  former,  which  continued  till  three 
hours  after  the  rifing  of  the  Sun.  As  foon  as  it 
had  diffipated  the  Clouds,  a  good  Wind,  called 
Teijaby  or  North-mfi^  began  to  blow,  and  kept 
lis  company  in  all  our  Voyage. 

Monday^  very  early,  the  27th  of  the  Month, 
we  landed  Benefuef^  a  great  Town  fcituated 
P  3  up- 
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upontheTTf/^rideof  Ntlnsj  and  two  hours  after 
we  went  on  board,  to  proceed  on  in  our  Voyage, 
leaving  at  our  right  hand,  on  the  Weft  of  the  Ri- 
ver, Fefchn-,  2l  great  Town  ,  about  three  or  four 
hours  travelling  from  Benefnefy  towards  the 
South  :  At  the  Eaft  we  faw  the  Village  Savadi  Ke^ 
damiy  and  about  Sun-fet  we  went  by  Heggia,r  5e- 
Ume,  a  dangerous  Bank  of  iV/7^x.  At  this  place 
the  Lands  of  Egy^^t^  which  are  at  the  Eaft  of  ATf- 
hiSy  begin  to  be  manured,  for  from  Cairo  to  this 
place,  they  are  all  coverM  with  Sand. 

Titefday  morning,  the  28th  of  February,  we  left 
^t  the  Eaft  of  NiIhs  two  Caftles  ruinated,  near 
one  another,  and  pafs'd  by  the  Mountain  called 
GebeLgaranaty  fcituatc  on  the  fame  fide,  where 
the  Territory  of  Egypt  begins  again  to  be  un- 
fruitful and  fandy. 

A  little  before  Noon  we  faw  our  felves  over  a- 
gainft  Serarie^  a  Village  on  the  E^iftoi  Nilusy  but 
within  the  Land,feated  at  the  foot  of  this  Moun- 
tain. In  this  place  our  Bark  ran  in  the  Sand,  and 
when  the  Boar-men  were  not  able  to  free  her,  the 
"^afiiffaries  that  were  with  us  forced  all  the  other 
Travellers  and  Cbriftians  with  Cudgels  to  leap 
over  into  the  water  to  help  them. 

As  foon  as  it  was  freed,  we  proceeded  on  in 
our  way,  and  v*^e  began  to  difcover  the  Caves  of 
the  rviountain  which  are  21.  th^ Eaft  of  NHitJ^  and 
a  little  after  the  Mount  of  Birds,  called  in  Jlra- 
bich^  Gebel  Teir^  which  is  fo  equal  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom  about  half  a  mile,  that  it  looks  like 
a  ftrait  Wail,  built  by  hand?  rather  than  a  Rock 
made  thus  by  Nature,  which  is  a  very  delightfiil 
light  to  Travellers.  The  water  of  Nihis  wafbes 
a  great  deal  or  it :  On  tiie^top  of  this  Mountain 
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is  the  Monaftery  of  the  Coptics y  called  Deir  il  hac^ 
C4r^  and  a  little  further  feveral  Caves,  and  the 
ruinesof  an  Ancient  Town. 

Tuefday  night  we  were  in  fight  of  Minicy  but 
our  Veflel  ran  a-ground  once  more  in  the  Banks 
of  Sand,  fo  that  the  Boat-men  could  not  free  it 
before  night,  and  there  it  ftopt  till  next  day. 

Wednesday  in  the  morning,  whiles  our  Boat- 
men were  bufie  in  freeing  the  Boat,  I  went  to  fee 
the  City  of  Minie^  fcituate  on  the  Weft  of  Nilm^ 
belonging  to  the  Cafcieiiik^  of  Behnefe,  I  went  al- 
fo  into  the  Mofcjues  without  fear,  becaufe  I  was 
cloathed  in  a  Tnrkllh  Habit.  When  our  Boat- 
men had  freed  the  Bark,  they  drew  her  up  to 
for  wefailM  upwards*,,  there  I  went  on 
board  to  go  towards  Me  lave. 

About  an  hours  failing  from  Mlnie,  we  began 
to  difcover  on  the  top  of  the  Mountain^  which 
lies  at  the  £^/,  the  Caves.  This,in  my  judgment, 
is  the  beginning  of  the  Country  of  Thebes :  They 
are  to  be  feen  along  the  Mountain ,  as  far  as 
Mtmf allot  \  I  counted  four  and  thirty  in  a  rank, 
but  the  Mouths  of  the  Caves  were  flopped  up 
with  Earth  that  was  fallen  in. 

The  fame  day,  about,  three  a  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon,  we  pafsM  by  the  Ruinesof  the  An- 
cient City leaving  it  at  our  left  hand,  and 
at  night  we  went  to  lie  before  Melave. 

We  failed  away  on  Thnrfday  morning,  the  fe- 
cond  of  March  y  and  we  faw'in  our  way  many 
Caves  in  the  Mountain>  which  is  at  the  £^7?.  At 
Noon  we  left  the  great  Channel  of  Nilnsy  becaufe 
there  was  but  little  water,  and  wc  entered  into 
one  of  its  Branches,  which  makes  an  Ifland,  by 
meeting  again  with  the  great  Stream.  We  pafs'd 
?  4  be- 
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before  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  7ofeph^  of 
which  I  have  fpoken  fufficiently  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  Fmm. 
Friday  morning,  the  third  day  of  the  month, 

we  landed  at  MomfaHot^  where  1  lodged  in  an 
Houfe  called  Ocalet  Emir  Oman ,  or  the  dwel- 
ling of  Prif7ce  Otman ,  which  is  in  the  Markets- 
place,  it  is  an  old  dwelling  much  decayed,  and 
ihongh  there  is  another  more  beautiful,  and  more 
comraodions,  I  would  not  lodge  in  it,  that  I  might 
rjot  fufFer  the  affronts  of  the  Janiffaries  and5p^- 
Uns^  who  lodg'd  there,  and  who  would  have  in- 
fulted  over  me ,  had  they  known  me  to  be  a 
Franc* 

Memf allots  thegbode  of  ih^  Cafcief  of  the  Pro- 
vince, is  a  very  great  and  beautiful  Town  of  jE"- 
j^)'pf,  fcituate  upon  the  banks  of  NHhs y  on  the 
Wefl-M^^  in  the  middle  Egyft,  There  is  made 
much  Linen-cloth  •  A  great  many  ChnftianCc?p. 
tics  live  here,  but  they  have  no  Church. 

The  name  of  this  Town  fignifies  in  Arahick^tht 
Exile  of  Loty  becaufe  a  certain  Lot  was  banifli'd  ' 
thither  by  his  Brother,  an  ancient  King  of  £- 
gy^tj  as  the  C^?pf/>j  lay.  Over  againft,  on  theo- 
iher  fide  of  NilitSj  are  the  figns  of  an  ancient 
Town,  I  could  never  underftand  the  name. 

From  Cairo  to  Benefiuf  there  are  two  days 
journeys  by  Land  ^  and  by  water,  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs,  according  to  the  wind  ^ 
from  Benefnef  to  Mime^  are  three  days  journeys 
by  Land,  from  AfmzVto  MeUve  is  a  little  days  i 
journey ,  from  MeUve  to  Momf allot  is  a  little  ' 
more  than  a  days  journey ,  chiefly  when  the  Horfe 
is  not  good  and  from  Momf allot  one  may  go  and 
d  aearS/Vf,  if  one  takes  the  morning. 
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In  the  Province  of  Momf allot  they  reckon  one 
and  fifty  Towns,  fix  and  thirty  at  the  Wefi  fide  of 
2Vi'fe/,and  fifteen  at  the  Eaft-^  which  agrees  not 
with  the  Relation  of  James  Albert  of  Egyfty  who 
reckons  up  two  hundred  and  feventeen.  In  this 
he  is  miftaken.  Here  are  one  and  twenty  Churches, 
or  Monafteries^  eleven  at  the  Weft^{\AQ  of  NUhs, 
namely  Moharrakj^  with  that  of  the  Abyjfmsy  near 
by.  The  Church  of  the  Angel  Gabriel^  at  Bnk} 
That  of  S.  Theodore  at  Timfahte :  That  of  S.  George 
Tit  Ballot :  That  of  the  Arch-Angel  Raphael  at  T 
telle  :  That  of  S.  Philothea  at  Nemire :  That  of  the 
Arch-Angels,  Gabriel  and  ^phael^  at  Benekelb  : 
That  of  S.  MercHrius  at  Gau^:  That  of  the  holy 
Virgin  at  Meeffera:  That  of  S.  John  of  Heraclea 
at  OmilKoffur. 

There  are  twelve  at  the  Eaft-Mt  of  NUhsj 
namely,  the  Church  of  S.  Theodore^  Martyr,  S. 
John"^  Son,  at  Boffra :  The  Monaftery  of  S.  Mem  ay 
firnamed  Thoumatourgos  at  — —  The  Church  of  the 

holy  Virgin  at          and  another  at  Maabde  : 

The  Church  of  Mary  PoBor  at  Gebravi  \  another 
of  the  fame  Saint  at  Fadda :  That  of  the  blelTed 
Virgin  at  Bene  mohammed  :  That  of  S.  George  at 
Bene  morr :  and  three  that  are  at  Ibnub  il  hammam  \ 
namely,  the  Monaftery  of  the  bleffed  Virgin :  the 
Church  of  S.  John  the  Baptift,  and  that  of  Abu- 
fam  ilghindi. 

The  7th  day  of  this  Month  I  went,about  feven 
a  Clock  in  the  morning,  for  Sint^  where  I  arrived 
about  noon. 

Thefe  are  the  Villages  in  the  way*^  i-  Man- 
dara^  where  feveral  Ruines  remain,  that  befpeak 
it  to  have  been  a  great  Town:    2.  Hantaca: 
3,  Ganliy  where  are  to  be  feen  fome  ancient 
^  Ruines, 


Ruines,  and  an  old  Bridge,  to  give  pafTage  to  the 
River  Nilnsy  when  it  overflows  the  Country: 
4-  l^^lgh^y  where  the  Caravan  commonly  refts 
that  comes  from  BrngaUy  when  it  goes  towards 
Cairo:  5.  Eenehfemy  and  a  little  further  C<7/ww  J^- 
mhfein^  where  is  to  be  feen  the  Tomb  of  one  t2\- 
ltd  Scieeh  Ifcander :  6.  A&^^/^^rthe  new,  which 
is  a  very  good  Town,  at  the  Weft  of  NHhs^  and  at 
th€  foot  of  the  Mountain  hard  by  old  Mongabat^ 
tot  now  ruinated :  At  laft  we  came  to  S which 
lies  SoHth'SoHth^Eaft  from  Monf allot. 

When  1  was  arriv-ed  at  Sim^  I  took  two  Cham- 
bers in  the  Houfe|piUed  Occalet  il  hammam,  or 
the  Bathing-hoiife  \  10  named,  becaufe  it  is  over  a- 
gainft  a  Publick  Bathe ;  and  though  it  be  but  lit^ 
tie>it  is  pleafant  and  commodious. 

A  few  days  after,  I  craved  acquaintance  with 
the  Bifhop  of  the  City,  called  Amba  Joannes  he 
is  a  very  honeft  Man,of  a  good  life.  He  made 
me  know  a  certain  Copie-^  named  Mnallim  Atha^ 
nafms.ih^  oxil']  Man  of  all  the  upper  fe^/^^  that  un- 
derftood  his  natural  Tongue,  that  is,the  Copies  .) 
but  1  could  not  benefit  my  felf  much  by  him,  be- 
caufe he  was  deaf,  and  about  fourfcore  years  of 
age:  neverthelefs  1  had  the  iatisfaftion to  be- 
hold that  Man,  with  whom  the  Cofties  ^Language 
will  be  utterly  loft. 

Sint,  called  in  Greeks  Lycoplis,  is  one  of  the 
moft  famousTowns  of  the  Upper  Egypt^  fcituate 
at  the  foot  of  a  barren  Mountain  that  ftands  on 
the  l^^Z-fide^about  half  a  league  from  NUhs.  The 
Town  is  great  and  populous,  full  of  Chriftian 
C^pfiW,  whomaybe  about  five  hmAitA  Car  aches  ^ 
or  Mafters  of  Families  that  pay  Tribute.  They 
have  there  a  Bifhop,  and  a  poor  Church  dedica- 
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ted  to  the  Abbot  D^r,'  whofe  Body,  with  that  of 
his  Sifter  Erazi,  a  reputed  Saint^with  his  Brother 
airo,reftsat£;77/«W,  which  is  a  Village  belong- 
ing to  Jfchmumin.  In  5/«r  are  wrought  the  bell 
Linen  Cloathsof  all  Egyfp.  It  is  the  c  hief  Town 
of  the  Province,  and  the  abode  of  a  Cafcief 

Thefe  are  the  Churches  and  Monafteries  of 
Chriftian  Copies  that  are  in  this  Province. 

The  Church  of  jDor^?;7%,dedicated  to  the  three 
Children  of  Babylon  cz^c  into  the  Furnace.  The 
Monaftery  of  the  blelTed  Virgin,  fcituate  upon  a 
Mountain  that  is  behind  this  Village.  The  Church 
of  ^?f^,dedicated  to  Mary  Colte.  The  Monaftety 
of  the  blefled  Virgin,  behind  this  Village,  upon 
the  fame  Mountain,  That  of  Sauvie^  dedicated 
to  AthanapHs,  The  Church  of  Po-z/^^V^^jdedicated 
to  S.  John  the  Baptift  but  now  there  is  nothing 
remaining  of  this  Church,  but  the  Altar  in  the 
open  Air.  The  Church  of  Bagur-i  dedicated  to 
S.  ClandiHs,  That  of  Cateia^  dedicated  to  S.  Phi^ 
lothea.  That  of  Sc/V??i;^,dedicated  to  S.  Moncure ; 
but  it  is  now  ruinated. 

Upon  the  Mountain  that  is  near  Siut^  on  the 
Weft-M^-^  amongft  a  great  many  Caves  cut  in  the 
Rock,  there  is  one  made  like  a  Stable,  therefore 
the  People  call  it  by  the  name  of  il  Stably  or  the 
Stable:  It  is  fo  large  that  a  thoulandHorfe-men 
may  eafily  draw  up  Battel  in  it.  I  have  not 
feen  it,  though  I  had  a  great  defire^  for  no  body 
would  venture  to  lead  me  thither,  for  fear  of  the 
Cafciefs  difpleafure,  who  is  afraid  that  fome  bo- 
dy fhould  carry  away  the  Treafures  that  are  faid 
to  be  hid  there. 
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^^r^^^^^ Tahta. 

MVnday^  the  i  ^th  of  this  Month,  I  went 
from  Siut  with  the  Bifliop  of  the  Town, 
leaving  ray  Men  till  my  return /or  Tahta  ^  which 
•is  another  City  of  the  Upper  Egy^t^  about  two  lit- 
tle days  Journey  from  S/^z-^towards  the  Smth. 

At  our  left  hand  we  left  the  Ruines  of  the  an- 
cient Town^Sciotb-,  named  by  the  Copties  <4£a/^.- 
mxtRifey  a  confiderable  Town  at  our  right  hand : 
next  A^nfciej  where  the  Copies  had  anciently  a 
Church,  dedicated  to  Mary  Potior  Scwy  taking 
its  name  from  the  City  of  Scm^  which  was  next  to 
Abnuh^  but  now  ruinated.  Atthreeof  theClock 
in  the  Afternooij  we  arrived  at  Dovelne-,  where 
we  continued  two  days^becaufe  the  Bilhop  of  Scint 
was  to  confecrate  there  an  Altar, 

This  Village  owesits  beginning  to  Tnh  Bekerim^ 
a  Village  near  adjoining,  whereof  there  appears 
not  now  the  leaft  fign :  This  is  the  caufe. 

A  Gentlewoman  of  this  place,  called  Vdeincy 
having  built  a  Church  out  of  T//^  Bekerim,  to  the 
honour  of  S.  ^ohn  Bapift :  many  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants caufed  Houfes  to  be  built  near  this  Church  ; 
fo  by  degrees,  the  number  of  People  increafing 
H'lore  and  more,  they  left  Tnh  j?^%r/;« empty,  and 
the  place  wiiere  this  Church  was  built  became  a 
Village,  which  they  called  after  the  name  of  the 
Gentlewoman,  Vdeincj  and  now  corruptly  Do^ 
njeine. 

This  Church  was  afterwards  overthrown  by  the 
Doveider^  a  Branch  of  NHhs  artificially  made, 
which  walhed  the  Walls  now  there  remains  no- 
thing but  the  Altar,  upon  which  the  Bifhopfays 
Mafs  after  a  re-confeciation.  Over 
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Over  againft  Doveim,  upon  the  fide  of  the 
Mountain,  VK<?/?^r/y,  there  are  to  be  feen  the  Re- 
licks  of  two  ancient  Towns  one  was  named 
Bablfif  and  the  other  Billn  ^  they  are  negr  toge- 
ther. I  had  an  intent  to  fee  them,  but  the  Biftiop 
of  Smt  diffwaded  me. 

Wecbiefdayy  the  15th  of  this  Month,  we  went" 
from  Doveinetov^2xA%  Tahta,  near  the  Ruines  of 
the  ancient  Town  Ahntig^  called  by  the  Cofties 
ATmiUi^  fcituateupon  the  Banks  of  iNZ^'to;,  there 
is  a  G^/irr(?/ dwells  there.  2.  We  palTcd  by  Ne- 
sheikj  a  Vilialge  upon  the  fide  of  the  fame  River,, 
where  were  a  great  many  Coptics.  3.  The  Ruines 
ofthe  ancient  Town  Sitfe,  called  in  the  Arabian 
Books  Sedafe.  4.  The  Ruines  of  Amba  Bifcioi. 
5.  Other  Mountains  of  Ruines,  called  Kimam  Se- 
lamm^  vj\m^  we  left  at  our  right  hand.  6.  Te^ 
fnehy  which  was  anciently  a  Town,  but  now  is 
but  a  poor  Village.  The  Chriftian  C&pties  that 
live  here,  make  a  certain  fort  of  black  Searge  in^ 
different  fine,  which  Perfonsof  Qu,ality,  and  the 
Clergy  of  the  Coptics  wear.  Out  of  the  Town 
they  have  a  Church,  4edicated  to  Amba  Fam  d 
Aufftmiy  or  to  the  AUot  Fam  of  Anffim  ^  but  it  is 
pitiful.    There  is  in  this  Village  a  Cafcief. 

When  we  had  well  refted  our  felves  at  Temehy 
in  the  Houfe  of  a  poor  Chriftian,  we  went  on  our 
way,  pafllng  firft  by  a  Village  called  Co^m  il  arab^ 
over  againft  Kan  il  KMara^  which  is  at  the  Eafi^ 
fide  ot  NUhs^  anciently  a  very  beautiful  Town, 
called  by  the  Coptics  ryjo^ty  where  the  Bilhop  of 
Sint  told  me  is  yet  to  be  feen  the  Ruines  of  a  beau- 
tiful Church  of  the  ancient  Egyptians.  We  went 
next  to  Mefehta^,  a  pretty  good  Town,  and  next 

to 
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to  Sciahrota  afterwards  we  went  upon  Moun- 
tains of  Ruines  of  a  Town  called  Ahvaitg :  Next 
night  we  lay  at  Sciech  z.ein  Iddin^  a  poor  Village, 
inhabited  by  apwi  and  Mj(?rj^very  miferable. 

TW/^^j' morning,  the  1 6th  of  the  Month,  the 
day  obferved  by  the  Of  ties  in  remembrance  of 
the  Invention  of  the  holy  Crofs,  we  went  to  Ne- 
zelet  ijfciehid,  a  little  Village  full  of  Co^ties^  all 
Dyers.  Heretofore  in  this  place  was  a  Church, 
dedicated  to  S.  Cyriackh  but  it  is  now  down,  and 
there  remains  nothing  but  the  Altar  in  the  open 
Air. 

This  day  the  Bifliop  of  Sint  made  fome  young 
Men  Deacons,  and  when  Mafs,  and  the  Ordina- 
tion was  ended,  we  went  to  T^^^,  a  great  Town 
near  to  this  Village,  where  we  lodged  at  the 
Houfe  of  one  MHallim  Petrns,  a  Gg^V,  an  ho- 
neft,  and  rich  Man. 


AFoyage  to  the  White  Monnfiery. 

SAtHrday^  the  i8th  of  tjiis  Month,  I  went  very 
early  fromT^fcf^.towards  the  famous  Mona- 
ftery  of  S.  Semodms,  firnamed  the  Wbitcy  about  a 
good  days  Journey  liom  Tahta.  The  Bifhop  of 
SiHt  gave  me  one  of  his  Jrabians^nzmtd  Havaras, 

to  guide  me.  x         •  t 

At  the  going  out  of  the  Town  I  met  with  a 
kind  of  a  Jamjfary,  called  Stme77^  who  received  no 
Sallary  from  the  Grand  Seignior,  but  lived  by  the 
orders  of  the  Cafciefs  he  was  fitting  in  the  High- 
way, where  we  were  to  pafs,  his  Mufquet  upon  his 
fhoulder,  a  Cutlafs  at  his  fide,  and  ready  to 
march. 
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When  we  drew  near  him^  he  came  to  us,  and 
ftopt  me  bluntly,  telling  me  that  I  muft  alight.  I 
was  much  furprifcd  with  this  affront,  and  vexed 
that  without  caufe  I  was  to  lofe  my  fieaft,  I  feem'd 
to  be  refolved  not  to  alight^  we  continued  a 
pretty  while  to  difpute  together,  till  I  faw  him  lift 
up  his  Hatchet,  which  he  wore  at  his  Girdle,  to 
cleave  my  head  in  two,  and  that  my  Ardim 
looked  idly  upon  us,  asunconcernM,  I  was  forced 
to  yield  him  my  Afs  ^  upon  which  he  got  imme- 
diately ,and  rode  away. 

I  returned  to  the  Town,  on  foot,  to  theBi- 
fliop)  whounderftanding  my  misfortune,  caufed 
another  to  be  given  me.  I  went  on  in  my  way, 
and  at  our  going  out  of  Tahta.wc  pafs'd  by  the 
Ruines  of  the  ancient  Town  of  Beneviet  ^  we  left 
at  our  left  hand  other  figns  of  an  ancient  Town, 
called  Ihfone  from  thence  we  pafsM  to  Sciendavil^ 
a  good  Town,  and  at  noon  we  got  as  far  as  Ge-^ 
zirc^  which  is  a  Town  where  the  Cafcief  ot  xhQ 
Province  lives-.  When  we  had  a  little  refted 
our  felves  in  a  Coffee^houfe,  we  went  on  our 
way  towards  the  Monaftery,  leaving  the  way  of 
Sohaitgy  which  v^  e  had  kept  till  then  we  turned 
to  the  right  hand,  towards  the  Mountain  which  is 
on  the  Wefi  of  the  Town,  we  went  by  ^/«,an 
ancient  Town,  called  by  the  Cofties  <^^^  \  about 
noon  we  got  to  the  Monaftery,  where  we  lodg'd 
at  night. 

The  Monaftery  of  S.  Sennodins^  the  Archimaru 
dritey  fir  named  the  Pf'feVf,  is  built  near  the  Ru- 
ines of  the  ancient  Town  Adribe,  There  are  the 
Remains  of  one  of  the  moft  Magnificent  Stro- 
dtures  that  hath  been  in  E^yi^t.  It  is  fourfquare  ^ 
its  W^Us  -art  builded  with  hewn  Stones,  very 

white 
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white    every  Stone  is  four  foot  long,  and  a  foot 
and  three  inches  high.    It  is  feven  and  thirty 
Perches  and  two  foot  long,  which  make  two  hun^ 
dred  and  twenty  four  foot,  and  eighteen  Perches 
and  three  foot  broad,  which  make  one  hundred 
and  eleven  foot.    There  be  fix  great  Gates  of  a 
red  Stone, which  now  are  walled  up>  one  only  ex- 
cepted, which  now  hath  an  open  place  as  high 
as  a  Man.    The  chief  Gate  that  is  walled  up  is 
now  called  Bah  ilbaglf  or  the  Mnles  GatCy  in  re- 
membrance of  what  happenM  to  a  Daughter  of 
an  Heathen  King,  who  offered  to  go  into  the 
Church  in  contempt,riding  upon  a  Mule,and  was 
fwallowed  up  alive  in  a  Pit  that  opened,  to  pu- 
nilh  her  infolency which  Miracle  happened  by 
the  Prayers  of  S.  Sennodms^  who  begg'd  this  pu- 
nifliment  from  God.  This  Gate  is  ten  foot  high, 
and  fix  broad  ;  every  one  of  the  Supporters  is 
made  up  with  four  great  Marble  Stones,  as  well 
as  the  LintiljUpon  which  is  graven  three  Crofles, 
one  great  in  the  middle^and  two  little  ones  on  the 
•fides. 

Round  about  theBuilding  are  two  ranks  of  Win- 
dows, the  loweft  are  in  the  middle,  and  the  o- 
thers  almoft  touch  the  top.  The  two  longefl: 
fides  of  the  Building  have  each  feven  and  twenty 
Windows  in  each  Rank,  and  the  fhorter  fides 
each  have  nine  in  each  rank,  but  all  thefe  Win- 
dows  are  walled  up. 

The  infide  of  this  Monaftery  is  demoUilhed, 
the  Heikel  excepted,  where  Mafs  is  faid,  and  the 
middle.  The  body  of  the  Church,  called  by  the 
Coptics  Gimeluny  was  heretofore  fupported  with 
two  ranks  of  Pillars,  each  having  fourteen-, 
which  are  yet  Handing,  but  in  the  open  Air  j  for 
the  Vault  is  fallen  down*  AH 
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All  the  Pillars  are  not  of  the  fame  Stone,  nor 
Workmanfhip,  nor  bignefs,  nor  height-,  for 
fome  arc  reafonably  big,  others  are  flenderer. 
And  to  fuch  as  are  fmall>  they  have  clapt  fomc 
Plaifter,  to  make  them  as  big  as  the  others.* 

At  the  going  in  of  the  Chancel  are  to  be  feen 
two  very  beautiful  Pillars  of  Marble,at  the  entry 
of  the  HeikeL  Upon  that  which  ftands  at  the  left 
hand  is  graven  an  Epitaph  in  Greel^of  one  named 
HeliodorHs.  Thefe  Pillars  are  yet  entire>and  their 
Workmanfliip  is  very  beautiful.  • 

Almoft  every  where  in  the  Walls  of  the  Mona- 
ftery,  in  the  Pavement  that  is  before  the  Chancel, 
and  in  the  great  and  beautiful  pair  of  Stairs  that 
lead  up  to  the  Sleeping-place  of  the  Monks,  are 
certain  great  Stones  full  of  Cyphers  and  Hiero* 
glyphick  Figures  placed  not  right ,  by  which  wc 
may  underftand,  that  thofe  that  have  put  them 
there  had  no  knowledge  of  this  myfteriousTongue, 
In  the  Walls  within  are  fix  holes  in  each  fide,  vault- 
ed above,  and  curioufly  adorned  with  carved 
Leaves,  fo  handfomly  wrought  that  I  could  not 
fufficiently  admire  the  Workmanfliip.  Round 
about  the  Monaftery  there  is  much  black  Mar- 
ble. 

In  one  of  the  Apartments  of  the  Mtnaftery,  to- 
wards the  Wefi^at  the  left  hand  as  one  goes  in,there 
is  a  large  an4  deep  Well.  The  Monks  told  me 
that  the  Water  was  forty  Cubits  deep,  and  that 
it  had  been  fanftified,  or  blefsM,  by  our  Saviour 
It  is  very  fweet  and  wholefome,  and  rifes  and 
falls  with  NUhs,  though  it  hath  no  communicatioa 
with  this  River, 

The  next  day  in  the  morning,  being  Sunday ^  and 
the  ninth  day  of  theMonth,  after  Mafs,  I  wcnt-> 
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with  my  towards  the      Monaftery,  a- 

bout  an  hours  travelling  from  the  White ^  at  the 
foot  of  the  fame  Mountain,  towardsT^k^. 

The  colour  of  the  Bricks  with  which  this  Mo- 
nafter^fcis  built,  hath  given  it  the  name  of  Red.  It 
is  built  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  but  a 

great  deal  iefs.  At  the  SomMxd.^  it  hath  yet  a 
Building  ftandingvthat  was  erefted^as  the  Monks 
fay^by  S.  HeUne^  when  fhe  went  to  Ifne  to  vifit  the 
bodies  of  the  holy  Martyrs.  It  was  intended  ta 
inclofe  the  Well  of  the  Monaftery  within  the 
Walls,  and  to  hinder  the  Jrabiansy  when  they 
made  in  roads  from  their  Mountains,  from  trou- 
bling the  Monks,  or  taking  away  from  them  the 
Water. 

There  remains  nothing  of  this  Church,  but  the 
Chancel,  and  the  Heikel-,  or  place  where  Mafs  is 
read.  The  Pillars  that  kept  up  the  body  of  the 
Church  are  yet  ftanding,  all  of  an  equal  length 
and  bignefs.  In  this  particular  they  excell  thofe 
of  the  White  Monafteryjas  well  as  in  the  beauty  of 
the  Workmanlhip^efpecially  their  Capitals. 

The  Builders  of  this  Monaftery  was  Jmba 
Bifcioi^  who  having  a  long  time  IivM  as  a  Robber^ 
as  the  Story  of  his  Life  faith,  at  laft  he  repented 
and  ended  bj^  days  very  well.  Some  told  me,  that 
the  Club  with  which  he  usM  to  knock  down  Paf- 
fengers  is  hung  up  in  the  Chancel  of  jthis  Church. 
I  law  it  not,  becaufe  I  was  told  of  it  after  I  was 
gojae  out  of  the  Monaftery. 

There  is  a  Pillar  alfo  at  each  fide  of  the  Door 
of  the  Heikel^of  an  excellent  Workmanfhip,  efpe- 
cially  their  Capitals^  which  arethe  moft  beautiful 
that  I  ever  beheld. 

But  this  Monaftery,as  well  as  the  White^is  alto-» 
gethcr  ruinated  within.  Whea 
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When  I  had  feen  all  that  was  worthy  of  notice, 
I  returned  to  Tahtay  where  I  arrived,  about  noon 
the  2  ith  of  the  month,  and  the  next  daywc  went 
to  Sm.  CHARLES  EDWiN  V 

A  few  days  after,  I  went  with  the  Biiliop  of 
SiHt  to  the  Monaflery  of  S.Athanafms^  which  is  a- 
boiit  three  hours  travelling  fronl  thence.  I  fan- 
cied to  fee  there  fome  rare  Reliques  of  Antiquity, 
but  I  was  deceived  fori  fawthat  it  was  oneof 
the  mofb  woful  Monafteries  in  Bgyfty  fo  that  I 
ihall  not  mention  it  any  more. 

In  our  way  to  this  Monaftery,  we  faw  that  of 
the  Virgin  at  Doronquey  fcituate  upon  the  Moun- 
tain that  ftands  atthe  right  hand. 

This  Monaftery,  with  its  Church,  arecutinthe 
Rocfc^  which  is  the  only  thing  there  to  be  notedi' 
All  the  reft  was  fo  far  from  fatisfying  my  Curiofi- 
tyjthat  I  beheld  riothing  but  Ruines  and  mifery. 

^  But  that  I  might  not  lofe^altogether^my  labour, 
in  climbing  up  to  the  Mountain,  I  went  to  fee 
the  Caves  that  were  near.  My  Guide  led  me  in- 
to  one  as  liigh  as  a  Man  on  horfeback,  fo  extra- 
ordinary large,  that  without  hyperbole  a  thou- 
fand  Horfe  might  there  draw  up  in  Battel  array, 
which  caufed  me  to  wonder  not  a  little. 

As  foon  as  we  were  out  of  this  large  Cave,  my 
Guide  led  me  into  another  hardby>  larger  than 
the  former :  w^hen  I  was  within  about  two  hun- 
dred paces,  he  told  me  to  hearken  to  a  certain 
place  of  the  Wall,  at  the  left  hand  as  one  goes 
in^  Life  no  doubt  had  niade  him  take  notice  of 
this  place  *,  for  I  faw  no  fign  outward  to  canfe  one 
to  mind  it.  I  drew  near  to  liften,  and  I  heard  be* 
hind  the  Wall,  the  noife  as  of  a  Wind  -mill,  fo  di- 
ftinft  that  I  marvelled  greatly,  only  the  noife 
CL2     .  fccm'd 
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feem'd  to  come  from  far.  I  wonderM  the  more, 
when  hetoid  me  that  behind  this  Rock  there  was 
no  empty  place,  nor  paiFagc,  for  the  Air  to  make 
this  noife,  which  has  continued  during  the  me- 
mory of  Man.  All  Perfons  of  whom  1  inquired 
for  the  caufe  of  this  Wonder,  told  me  nothing 
elfe,  but  that  it  was  a  Talifman^  and  that  there 
was  fome  hidden  Treafure. 

A  little  further,  towards  the  Sonth,  upon  the 
fame  Mountain,  are  to  be  feen  the  Ruines  of  an 
ancient  Monaftery,  dedicated  to  S.  Severns,  Patri- 
arch of  jintiochj  whom  the  Coptics  reverence  as  a 
Saint,  becaufe  he  maintainM  the  Dodtrine  of, 
Biofcorus  their  Patriarchjwhofe  opinions  they  fol- 
low. The  Bifhop  of  Sint  told  me,that  heretofore 
three  hundred  and  threefcore  Monks  inhabited  in 
this  Monaftery,  who  employed  themfelvcs  in 
feeking  for  the  Philofopher  Stone,  and  in  the 
works  of  Chymiftry  an  excellent  Employment 
for  fuch  as  have  left  the  World,  and  forfaken  ttieir 
Riches. 


My  return  from  Siut  to  Momfallot. 

THE  26th  of  March  I  returned  to  Monsf allot  y 
with  an  intent  to  take  Boat  for  Girge,  and 
continue  my  Travels  farther.  1  enter'd  into  the 
Town  about  noon as  foon  as  I  was  in  my  former 
Lodging,a  Man  of  my  acquaintance  gave  me  no- 
tice that  theChriftians  of  that  place,  thofe  very 
Perfons  to  whom  I  had  been  recommended  by 
their  Patriarch,  had  accufed  me  to  the  Cafcief^^d 
told  him  that  I  was  a  rich  Franc,  who  made  it  my 
bufinefs  to  rua  up  and  dom  the  Land>to  difcover 

where 
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where  the  Treafures  were  hid,  to  inform  the 
King  of  Franccy  who  intended  to  come  and  Con- 
quer This  Friend  faid  alfo  that  the  Caf^ 
cief  had  commanded  to  take  me,  where  ever  I 
(hould  be  found. 

This  wicked  news  made  me  think  upon  a  re- 
treat-, and  at  that  time  there  was  no  conveniency 
to  go  by  Water  to  Girge,  and  becaufe  the 
might  have  fooner  taken  me  on  that  fide,  his  Ju- 
rifdidion  reaching  a  great  way  I  v/ent  back  to 
Melavey  becaufe  his  Dominion,  was  but  narrow 
thitherward.  I  took  that  way  to  return  to  Cairoy 
the  place  of  my  ordinary  abode,  whither  I  went 
by  Land  o  for  I  had  been  by  Water  before. 

At  our  going  out  of  Momf allot  we  went'by  Om 
il  Cojfnry  a  Village,  where  great  Mountains  of 
Ruines  are  to  he  feen.We  left  next  at  our  left  hand, 
the  figns  of  the  ancient  Town  Offie^  which  is 
called  by  the  G'r^ei^ Authors  jipoIlompoHs.  We 
went  by  Senndo  next,  which  is  a  very  good  and 
populous  Town.  We  faw  Bihlan^  Bamby  and  af- 
ter Sun-fet  we  came  to  Tamt  If  verify  a  great  Vil- 
Iage,where  we  were  entertained  gratis  by  an  A- 
rahUn  Lord,  who  keeps  an  Houfe  of  Hofpitality, 
called  in  that  Tongue  Beit  diafe,  to  lodge  Stran- 
gers,that  will  ftay  there  a  night,with  their  Bcafts. 
He  entertains  them  at  his  own  charge. 

The  next  day,  the  28th  of  the  Month,after  that 
I  had  returned  thanks  to  my  Benefaftor,  I  went 
ftreight  to  Melave.  At  our  going  out  of  Tarnt  If- 
/(7m/,Iwent  through  tlte  Channel  of  Jofeph's  Ri- 
ver on  foot,  for  there  it  begins.  I  went  next  to 
TannfyZ  Village,  where  fome  Ruines  are  yet  to  be 
feen  ^  and  about  noon  we  were  at^ip/w<?,where 
I  lodged  at  the  Occdcy  or  Inn,  that  is  near  the 
Q^l  Markets 
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Market-place,  at  the  Wefi-Mc  of  the  Town,  near 
the  great  Mofque ;  and  becaiife  the  upper  Cham- 
bers were  all  taken  up  by  T urks^  I  was  obliged  to 
•  lodge  in  a  very  low  Room,  where  I  met  with  ma- 
ny inconveniences,  becaufe  it  was  near  the  Door, 
at  thepalTage  of  ail  comers  and  goers. 

Wednefday^  the  29th  of  the  Month,  th^Tnykl 
begin  the  Feaft  called  Bid  il  dehie,  or  the  Eafier  of 
the  yitiims  for  they  ufe  to  kill  Sheep  during  this 
Feftival,  and  give  the  FleQi  to  the  Poor  for  Gods 
fake.  This  Feftival  continues  three  days,  during 
tvhichtime  the  Coptics  buy  no  Vi duals  from  the 
/yfahometansy  nor  Bread,  Wine,  Flelh,  Coffee, nor 
Water.  By  this  they  difcover  their  abhorrency 
of  that  Religion for  thereby  they  fhun  all  oc- 
cafions  of  communicating  with  them. 

At  Melave  Lgot  acquaintance  with  anArch- 
Prieft  of  that  place,called  Najfr  alia.  He  was  the 
honefteft,  civiieft,  and  ableft  Man  that  I  ever 
knew  of  that  Nation.  There  are  about  feven 
hundred  earaches,  or  Heads,  that  pay  Tribute. 
They  have  there  a  Church,  dedicaced  to  S.  Mu 
chael^  which  is  but  little,poor5and  obfcure. 

The  River  NUhs  fwallowed  up  heretofore  the 
ancient  MeUve^  and  now  the  River  runs  in  the 
place  where  that  Town  ftood.  The  Town  now 
is  built  in  another  place,  where  was  aAciently  a 
Wood  that  was  a  retreat  for  Robbers. 


A  Foyage  into  them  Lowr  Thebes. 

IWas  loth  to  return  to  Cairo  without  feeing  th^ 
Country  of  the  Lowpr  Thehesy  or  at  leaft  a 
part  of  it,  feeing  that  I  was  fo  near  it;  Irefolv- 
ed  therefore  to  follow  the  advice  of  my  Friend, 
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the  Arch-Pf  left,  and  to  go  to  the  Monaftery  of 
Ahnhennis  il  Kejjir^  or  of  S.  John  the  little,wher€- 
of  he  was  Governour,  feituate  near  the  ancient 
Town  In/ineyoa  the  f^j^-fide  of  NUhs,  about  an 
hours  travelling  from  Melave^  to  fee  the  Rarities 
thereabouts. 

Saturday  J  the  firft  of  Afril,  I  went  from  Me^ 
lave  to  this  Monaftery  and  the  next  day,  bemg 
our  Eafier^Smday,\  I  got  a  Guide  to  lead  me 
upon  the  Mountain,  which  is  behind,  onthef^^- 
fide,  to  fee  the  Caves  of  the  ancient.  Hermites 
that  are  round  about,and  near  to  the  Town^which 
have  given  to  it  the  name  oi  Thebes ^  as  we  Ihall 
fee  in  the  following  difcourfe. 

I  went  into  many  of  thefe  Caves  that  were  ail 
very  large.  I  faw  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  but 
in  fome  certain  Crofles  graven  in  the  Rock  and 
upon  the  Walls  of  one  I  faw  two  Angels, holding 
up  with  their  hands  a  Crofs  in  the  Air. 

The  only  thing  that  pleas'd  me  among  thefe 
Caves,  was  a  Monaftery, with  a  Church,  all  cut  in 
a  firm  Rock.  The  Vault  of  the  Church  was 
fmooth,  and  the  Paving  very  even.  The  Walls 
were  painted  in  an  antick  fafliion,  with  the  Hi- 
ftories  of  the  New  Teftament,  with  Images  of 
Hermites,  and  Saints,  whofe  names  were  writ- 
ten underneath  in  Opr ici^Letters.  At  the  end  of 
the  C\\mQ\\^SoHthv;iard,  1  faw  a  Crofs  cut  in  the 
Rock,  with  a  6*m^  Infcription,  in  ancient  Cha- 
rafters.  And  upon  the  Walls  of  another  Cave,at 
a  little  diftance  from  this  Church,  and  higher, 
bout  the  top  of  the  Mountain,  I  found  alfo  ano- 
ther graven  upon  the  Wall:,  and  near  this,  two 
others,  which  are  all  Epitaphs  of  Abbots  there 
Interr'd.   I  could  not  caufe  them  to  be  put  here. 
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becaure  the  Printer  Would  not  be  at  the  charge  of 
the  Characters. 

April  the  third,  being  Mor^day  in  Eafler  Week, 
1  went  to  the  ancient  Town  of  I^fine^  called  in  the 
Coptks  Diddon^rks ^minoe,  mdThehes. 

I  went  to  fee  firfl  the  Tomb  of  Mahomet  Bey,  a 
Beyoi  Girge,  about  fourteen  years  ago.  When 
he  took  arms  againft  Facha  Gaz^e^  he  was  defeat- 
ed at  A/e'W,  and  his  men  forfook  him  ^  he  was 
taken  snd  ftrangled.  His  Tomb  is  out  of  the  City 
in  the  common  burying  place,  and  though  there 
is  nothing  there  extraordinary,  I  was  defirousto 
fee  it,  becaufe  he  hath  been,  and  is  yet  in  great 
reputation  amongft  the  Inhabitants  for  his  Ju- 
ftice  and  good  Government,  which  hath  caufed 
him  to  be  lamented  by  all  the  Vffer  Egypt. 

When  1  had  feen  this  Tomb,  I  walked  into  the 
Town,  and  thefirft  thing  that  I  took  notice  of, 
as  a  great  Antiquity,  was  the  Pillar  of  Marcns 
Aitrelms.  Its  bottom  is  above  five  foot,  the  four 
uppermoft  are  all  even,  and  the  fifth  below  is  a- 
dorned  with  carved  leaves.  In  the  Bafis  is  a  Greeks 
Infcription  containing  thirteen  hues. 

I  faw  near  this  Pillar  the  pieces  of  three  o- 
thers ,  very  much  refembling  this ,  but  broken 
down:,  there  was  nothing  of  them  Handing  but 
the  Bafis  of  one. 

From  the  Pillar  I  went  to  fee  the  Arch  of  Tri- 
umph^ which  is  almoft  all  Handing.  I  took  a  de- 
light to  climb  up  to  it  by  a  little  pair  of  Stairs 
winding  up  in  the  Wall  of  the  Arch,  containing 
fifty  fteps,  or  thereabouts.  I  refted  my  felf  at 
the  greatell  Window  which  is  upon  the  chief 
Vault,  where  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  difcover 
all  its  mines,  and  the  fcituation  of  this  Town, 
heretofore  fo  famous.  This 
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This  Arch  is  alone,  and  altogether  feparated 
from  the  other  Ruines,and  about  four  paces  from 
the  River  NUhs  but  for  want  of  an  Infcription, 
none  knows  for  whom,  and  by  whom  it  hath  been 
rais'd.  It  is  not  inrich'd  with  carved  Works,  as 
thofeof  Orange  and  Rome  neverthelefs  it  is  one 
of  the  moft  beautiful  that  I  have  ever  feen. 

One  of  its  fronts  hath  eight  and  forty  foot  in 
breadth,  and  one  of  its  fides  four  and  twenty. 
The  great  Vault  in  the  middle,  which  is  between 
two  little  ones,  is  about  1 6  foot  broad,  and  each 
of  the  two  little  ones  feven  foot.  The  thicknefs 
of  the  Wall  which  is  between  the  great  and  the 
little  Vaults,  which  is  but  one  ftone,  is  of  fix  foot 
and  two  inches :  The  thicknefs  which  is  between 
the  little  Vault,  and  the  outward  Angle  of  the 
Arch,  is  of  five  foot :  The  fro^t  that  looks  to- 
wards Niltis,  is  on  the  Sonth^Eafi  fide. 

There  is  yet  fourteen  Pillars  of  Marble  on  the 
left  hand  of  this  Arch,  in  a  ftreight  line  towards 
the  River  ^  forae  of  them  have  their  Capitals^ 
others  have  loft  them;  fome  are  joyned  to  the 
Huts  of  fome  ^r^f'/^wj  that  dwell  there.  On  the 
fame  fide,  towards  the  Mon^ftery  o/  Ahnhennis^ 
are  to  be  feen  three  beautiful  Pillars  of  Porphyry 
ftanding  ^  fome  of  them  have  their  tops,  a  fourth 
lies  along  the  ground  near  by. 

In  the  Mofque  of  this  Town  is  a  Sciech,  or 
Saint^  whom  the  Arabians  call  Sciech  Abade^  for 
whom  they  have  a  great  Veneration,  for  they  be- 
lieve him  to  have  been  a  Mahometan  ^  but  they  are 
much  deceived,  he  was  a  Chriftian,  a  Bilhop  of 
Jfne^  he  fufFered  Martyrdom  at  Jfne.  They  have 
called  him  Sciech  Abade,  by  an  error  which  the 
Sir-name  of  this  BiJhop  hath  caufed.  He  was  cal- 
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led  Ammonms  il  Abed ,  or  the  devout  AmmoniHs. 
The  Arahiam ,  through  a  ixiiftafce  of  the  word 
Abed  y  m2iY\Xig  it  a  proper  name,  whereas  it  is 
but  an  appellative,  have  called  him  Sciech  Abade. 
His  Reliques  are  kept  in  the  Heikel  of  thisChurch, 
which  now  is  a  Mofque. 

I  went  afterwards  to  take  a  view  of  a  magni- 
ficent Palace,  called  by  the  Arabians  Abulherun^  or 
the  horned  Buildingj  becaufe,  as  I  think,  the  Pil- 
lars that  are  before  this  Palace  have  Capitals, 
whereof  the  Angles  are  fo  great,  that  they  ap- 
pear as  fo  many  Horns  to  the  beholders,  which 
the  word  Kern  fignifies.  But  when  I  had  viewed 
fomany  old  Reliques,  I  was  fo  weary,  that  I  re- 
turned to  the  Monaftery and  the  rather,  becaufe 
of  the  violent  heat,  with  an  intent  to  return  ano- 
ther day,  and  examine  all  things  more  exaftly. 

Tnefday  the  fourth  of  Afril,  I  went  with  my 
ordinary  Guide  to  fee  the  VadigamHSy  and  the 
Caves  that  are  there.  Vadigamus  is  a  narrow  Val- 
ley, between  two  Mountains,  which  are  as  high 
as  one  another,  and  flat  on  the  top.  This  Valley 
is  like  a  Bugle,  from  whence  I  believe  this  Valley 
hath  borrowed  the  name  for  the  word  Vadiga^ 
mus  fignifies  the  Valley  of  the  Bugle.  At  the  be- 
ginning it  hath  a  large  entrance,  which  anfwers 
to  a  great  fandy  Plain,  which  is  at  one  fide  of  the 
Monaftery  of  Ahnhennis.  It  ftretches  it  felf 
Smthwards,  about  half  an  hours  travelling  over  : 
Afterwards  it  rifeth  by  degrees  to  the  top  of  the 
Mountains,  where  it  unites  and  joyns  them,  and 
reprefents  the  botton!  of  a  Sack. 

On  bpth  fides  of  thefe  two  Mountains  that 
face  one  another,  are  two  Ranks  of  Caves,  each 
Rank  containing  fifty  Calves,  or  thereabouts, 

which 
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which  make  one  hundred  Caves  upon  each  Moun^ 
tain.  lenter'dinto  fome  of  them  that  were  fo 
high,  that  three  long  Pikes  tyed  to  one  another 
would  not  have  reach'd  to  the  top :  They  are  ve- 
ry large,  but  without  order  within,  and  uneven, 
and  not  perfedly  fquare- 

I  have  wondered  at  the  capricious  defigns  of 
the  Ancient  Egyptians^  to  make  fuch  wide  Caves 
fo  high,  and  fonumeroust  yielding  fo  little  con- 
veniency  to  the  Inhabitants,  for  they  are  made 
upon  the  fteep  Mountains  of  Sand ,  far  from 
Towns  and  Water,  digg'd  in  the  dark  and  main 
Rocks.  If  I  had  not  perus'd  the  Hiftory  of  Said 
ibn  P^m^,  who  faith,  that  the  Pharaoh%  Kings 
of  Egypt  ^  imployed  the  Ifraelites  m  digging  in 
thele  Mountains,  1  fhould  be  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Country  people,  who  believe  that  all  thefe 
Caves  have  been  made  by  Devils,  who  have  been 
thereunto  forced  bv  Conjurers,  t^is  Art  having 
been  always  much  praftis'd  in%;^-for  one  would 
think  that  it  is  not  poffible  for  men  to  make 
them  ;  and  I  dare  fay ,  that  when  a  Traveller 
hath  feen  all  the  Curiofities  of  Egypt^  if  he  hath 
not  feen  thefe  Mountains  and  Cavts  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Thebes,  he  hath  feen  nothing. 

Wednefday  the  fifth  of  the  Month,  I  went  again 
to  Infmey  to  look  upon  itsRuines  with  more  ex- 
adnefs,  and  chiefly  upon  the  Pillars  that  ftand 
before  the  Jbnlkerm^  on  the  North^wefi  fide. 

There  are  in  all  four  before  the  front  of  this 
Palace,  which  heretofore  was  very  magnificent, 
but  now  there  remains  but  little,  incompafled  a- 
bout  with  the  Ruines.  Two  of  thefe  Piilars  are 
on  the  one  fide  of  the  door,  and  two  on  the  o- 
ther  i  three  are  yet  ftandijig,  only  a  third  part  of 
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the  fourth  appears :  they  are  made  of  a  certain 
white  fandy  ftone ,  which  is  taken  out  of  the 
Mountains  near  this  Town :  they  are  hollow  on 
the  fides,  from  the  bottom  to  the  middle,  but  the 
reft  upwards  is  fmooth:  the  bottom  or  bulk  is 
nigh  thirteen  foot  about:,  their  Capitals  are  of 
two  pieces,  feven  foot  in  Diameter  h  every  bot- 
tom is  of  five  pieces,  and  every  piece  is  feven 
foot  long. 

There  was  behind  this  Palace ,  on  the  SoHth-- 
JEafiM^j  four  other  Pillars  of  the  fame  bignefs, 
form,  and  fubftance;,  but  they  are  overthrown. 
I  could  fcarce  difcern  where  their  Bafis  ftood  : 
the  Pillar  of  Marcus  ^ureliHs  fiends  ^tthc  North- 
Wefi  fide  of  this  old  Palace. 

The  fame  day  I  went  again  to  fee  the  Pillar  of 
Marcus  Mrelms',  its  Bafis  is  thirteen  foot  high^ 
made  up  with  eight  ranks  of  ftones  the  firft 
and  loweft  is  half  in  the  ground,  and  half  ouc 
the  fecond  is  two  foot  high  the  third  a  foot  and 
eight  inches  i  the^ fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth,  upon 
which  is  the  Infcription,  each  two  foot  and  two 
inches-,  the  feventh  bends  out the  eighth  is 
the  immediate  Bafis  upon  which  the  Pillar  ftands ; 
This  Bafis  is  five  foot  long,  and  two  foot  and*  ten 
inches  high  it  is  fquare  in  the  bottom,  in  the 
middle  Odogone,  or  of  eight  Angles,  and  in 
the  top  Oval;  upon  thi^  ftone  is  the  bottom  of 
the  Pillar,  which  is  made  up  of  five  pieces*,  the 
lowermoft  is  beautified  with  Oaken  leaves  car- 
ved in  the  ftone  ^  I  have  never  feen  the  like  elfe- 
where,  it  is  three  foot  and  a  half  high  the  four 
other  pieces  are  of  feven  foot  each,  and  three 
inches  long-  the  Diameter  of  the  Pillar  is  of 
three  foot  and  feven  inches*,  theCapitalis  of 
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one  ftonp,  three  foot  and  an  inch  high  the  Cir- 
cumference is  of  feven  foot  upon  the  Capital 
ftands  an  unpolifh'd  ftone ,  four  foot  and  tyyo 
inches  long,  and  three  foot  high. 

I  perceived  that  in  this  Town  heretofore  there 
hath  been  two  Streets  more  remarkable  than  the 
others  \  one  begun  at  the  jibnlkirHnj  and  ended 
at  the  four  Pillars  of  Marcus  JnTelius^  ftretching 
from  Eaft  to  North.  This  Street  was  adorned 
with  two  ranks  of  Pillars,  one  rank  in  each  fide : 
the  fecond  begins  at  the  Arch  of  Triumph,  which 
is  at  one  end  of  the  Town,  afrthe  Sonth-Eafi^ 
drawing  to  the  North-Eafl.  Thefe  Streets  are 
very  long,  large,  ftreight,  and  full  of  ruines  of 
ftately  Palaces. 

About  three  a  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  I  went 
the  third  time  to  fee  the  Monaftery  digg'd  in  the 
Rock,  mentioned  before.  I  have  always  taken  a 
"great  delight  to  view  it,  becaule  the  fight  of  it 
moved  my  Devotion:  It  ftands  about  half  an 
hours  travelling  a-foot  from  the  Monaftery  of 
where  I  was,  and  from  this  Mo- 
naftery. 

In  Inftne^  as  well  as  in  the  Caves  of  the  Moun- 
tains round  about,  aretobefeen  in  the  ground 
great  Pots,  in  which  the  ancient  Inhabitants  of 
this  Province  kept  their  Wines :  They  have  an 
Ear  at  each  fide,  and  are  ftiarp  at  the  bottom, 
that  they  might  be  fixed  in  the  ground :  my 
Guide  found  many,  which  he  brought  to  me  but 
the  Wine  was  dried  within,  and  as  black  as 
Pitch :  I  have  fent  two  of  them  to  Faris. 

The  feventh  of  jipU^  the  Good-Friddy  of  the 
Ccptiesy  I  went  with  my  Guide  to  fee  the  Caves 
that  aie  near  the  Monaftery  of  Jmha  Bifcioiy  a- 
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bout  a  mile  from  the  Convent ,  towards  the 
South. 

The  firft  remarkable  thing  that  I  faw,  was  the 
Hieroglyphick  Cave,  which  the  Country  people 
commonly  call  the  Church.  I  conceive  this  mi- 
ftake  proceeds  from  the  Crofles  which  are  paint- 
ed every  where  within. 

To  go  into  this  Cave,  onemuft  pafs  through 
another  before  it.  This  was  heretofore  very 
beautiful  and  great,  but  now  it  is  much  decayed. 
The  top  is  fallen  down  there  remains  nothing 
butthe  twofid^walls,  full  of  Hieroglyphick  Fi- 
gures graven  in  the  Rock*,  fome  are  great,  others 
are  little,  others  are  of  a  moderate  fize,  but  all 
very  clean  in  good  order. 

From  thence  is  a  palTage  Into  the  Hierogly- 
phick Cave,  which  I  believe  was  a  Temple  of  the 
Heathens:  It  isfquare,  very  fmooth  within,  cut 
in  the  Rock,  four  Perches  long,  three  Perches 
and  one  foot  broad,  and  two  Perches  high  :  The 
door  that  leads  into  it  is  four  foot  and  a  half 
large.  In  this  Cave,  over  agaiuft  the  door,  is  a 
hole  in  the  Wall,  of  a  Perch  and  a  foot  deep,  and 
four  foot  broad,  and  a  Perch  and  one  foot  and 
eight  inches  high.  This  Cave  is  full  of  Images 
in  the  Walls,  and  above,  which  reprefent  their 
Sciences  by  Emblemes ,  and  Hieroglyphick  Fi- 
gures, with  very  little  Charafters  in  their  Lan- 
guage round  about.  The  colours  of  them  are  fb 
beautiful  and  lively,  that  I  could  not  but  wonder 
how  they  could  continue  fo  frelb,  during  fo  ma- 
ny Ages. 

Befides  this  great  number  of  Charafters  there 
painted,  are  to  be  feen  fome  lines  of  the  fame 
iittleCharaiters  very  clean  carved  in  the  Wall, 

fome 
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fome  reaching  from  one  end  to  the  other,  others 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Thefe  Charadlers, 
and  Figures,  are  fo  numerous,  that  they  are  not  to 
be  drawn  by  any  in  left  than  a  Months  time. 

Under  thefe  two  Caves  there  is  a  rank  of  o- 
thers  in  the  Rock,  very  even  within,  but  they  are 
without  Figures,  and  lefs,  and  not  fo  high  as  the 
former-,  for  they  are  but  fix  foot  high.  In  the 
bottom  of  every  Cave  is  a  Well^fquare,  and  deep 
in  the 'Rock,  into  which  one  .  may  go  down  by 
the  means  of  holes^or  fteps,  made  on  purpofe  in 
both  fides  of  every  Well.  And  in  the  bottom  of 
every  Well  is  an  Alley  in  the  RocK,  butbecaufe 
thefe  Alleys  are  durty  and  obfcure,  none  of  our 
Company  would  venture  to  go  down.  In  the  Walls 
of  fome  of  thefe  Caves  are  fquare  holes,  fix  foot 
deep,  and  two  foot  broad,  about  the  bigncfs  of 
a  Coffin ;  which  makes  me  believe  that  the  Egyy^ 
tians  did  put  here  their  dead  in  thefe  Caves. 

A  little  farther,  towards  thtSomhy  is  another 
large  Cave.  I  faw  on  the  left  hand  an  Hierogly^ 
phick  Pidlure  in  the  Wall,  with  thirteen  lines  un^ 
derneath,of  Charaders  cut  in  the  Pidure. 

From  this  Cave.vNrhich  is  at  th:  end  of  the  Moun- 
tain,towards  the  Sonthj  we  went  back  to  the  Mo- 
naftery  oij^bHhe?2nis'^zri&  in  our  way  we  faw  all  the 
Caves  that  are  in  order  upon  this  Mountain,  as 
far  as  the  place  where  the  Vadigamns  begins.  We 
faw  no  rarity,  only  fome  painted  Crofles,  in  red, 
roughly  drawn-  from  whence  we' gathered,  that 
heretofore  they  have  ferved  as  Churches. 

By  the  diiFering  Workmanfhip  of  thefe  Caves, 
one  may  eafily  diftingnifh  fuch  as,  have  been  made 
by  the  ancient  Egypimts,  by  the  Chriftians,  and 
Anchorites  thatcaufed  this  Province  to  flouriili; 

for 
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for  the  former  are  very  regular,  cut  within,  with 
much  care, and  fmooth  ^  but  the  others  are  roughs 
and  irregular. 

And  becaufe  the  Country  People  think  that 
there  is  no  Cave  without  a  rich  Treafure,  the  ^- 
rabians  have  digg*d  every  where,  and  fpoil'd  alfo 
the  Hieroglyphick  Cave,  which  is  named  the 
Church.  They  have  fo  much  underminM  the 
Walls  thatfome  of  the  top  is  fallen  down,  and 
the  Rain  hath  fpoiled  fome  of  the  Emblems,  and 
Charafters  that  adorned  the  Wall.  And,  as  if 
Time  had  not  blotted  out  enough,  they  have  put 
out  the  Eyes  of  the  Images,  and  Figures,  in  a  bru- 
tifh  manner,  natural  to  them.  I  was  highly  dif- 
pleasMto  fee  this*,  for  were  it  not  for  this  bru- 
tality, this  beautiful  Cave  would  have  kept  it  felf 
entire  till  now. 

When  we  had  ftaid  nine  days  in  the  Monaftery 
of  Ahnhennisy  I  return'd  to  Melavcy  the  8th  of 
pr/7*,  from  whence  I  went,  the  isth  of  the  fame 
Monthjto  altering  my  firft  defigntogoby 
Land  for  I  faw  that  it  would  be  too  painful,  and 
too  dangerous. 

Minie^inthQ  Arabian  Books  cM^d  Minietibn 
chafit^  is  an  ancient,  great,  and  beautiful  Town, 
on  the  WefiM^  of  NiUs.  Its  Antiquity  appears 
by  its  old  Buildings,  by  its  ftrait  Streets,  fo  nar- 
row that  two  Men  can  fcarce  go  a-breaft.  In  this 
Town  the  Bardaqnes^  or  Water-pots,  are  made, 
which  are  highly  efteemM  at  Cairo,  for  their  fa- 
fliion,  and  property,  to  cool  Water.  They  are 
made  with  a  kind  of  Clay,  taken  about  a  days 
Journey  from  thence,  on  the£^/-fide  o^NUnsy 
in  a  place  cz\kd  Sciechfadl,  from  the  name  of  a 
religious  Mahometan  there  Interred- 
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The  19th  of  this  Month,  I  went  aboard  a  Vef- 
fel,  bound  for  Benefnef-^  a  good  Wind  carried  us 
a  great  way  in  a  little  fpace  of  time.  At  nine  a 
Clock  we  were  over  againft  Gebd  Teivy  or  the 
Momtain  of  Birds'^  fo  called,  becaufe  at  a  fetday 
of  the  year,  all  the  Birds  round  about  meet  in  a 
place, where  ^Talifman  draws  them  togethet  from 
all  fides,  and  caufeth  them  to  ftay  there  one  day  9 
when  they  have  continued  ther^  till  night,  they  all 
fly  away,  one  excepted,  which  remains  there,  the 
Bill  fixed  in  the  Rock,  till  the  fame  day  the  next 
year;  at  which  time  it  falls  down,  and  another 
takes  its  place. 

Whenwepafs'd  over  againft  this  Mountain,  I 
faw  on  the  top  aStone,whichiscalledtheCameli 
becaufe,  at  a  diftance,  it  is  like  a  Camel-  A  lit- 
tle further  in  our  way, we  difcover'd  Taka,  or  the 
Window,or  a  great  hole  which  Nature  hath  made 
m  the  Rock,  like  a  Window ;  which  feryes  as 
a  paflage  for  the  Birds  when  they  go  to  their  Ren- 
dezvous whither  the  T alifman  dvRws  them,  as  the 
People  of  the  Country  fay,  and  their  Hiftorians 
affirm.  ^ 

When  the  Moors  are  comei  to  this  Window^' 
they  ufc  to  fay  the  Chapter  of  the  Fathay  or  firft 
Chapter  of  the  Alcoran^^ox:  the  poor  People,  who 
hve,  as  they  fay,  in  this  part  of  the  Mountain,  as 
Beafts,  feeding  upon  nothing  but  raw  Herbs.  Af^ 
ter  Dinner  we  went  by  Bene  Mohammed  il  Kifnr^ 
a  Village  fcituate  on  the  Wefi-fidQ  of  MIhs.  O- 
ver  againft  it  is  an  old  Monaftery,ruinated  ^  and 
a  little  further  appear  a  great  many  Caves,  upon! 
the  Mountain  near  by.  After  we  had  pafs'd  by 
an  old  Caftle  deftroyed,  we  went  to  lye  at  5^- 
nemzar^  a  great  Village,  fcituate  on  the  mJl^Me 
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ofNtlHSy  this  Pviver  having  vvafti'd  awayalfiiolb 
half  the  Buildings. 

We  went  fro^  thence,  Thurfday  morning,  the 
2oth  of  Afril^  with  a  Sonth^Eaft  W  ind>  fit  to  carry 
us  to  Benefnef  It  was  yet  in  the  morning  when 
we  failed  before  HeggUr  Selame^  which  is,  a 
Bank  in  the  River  NUhs.  Over  againft  it  are  the 
Ruines  of  an  ancient  Town,  and  the  Tomb  of  a 
Sciech^or  Saint.  About  noon  we  were  near  the 
Ruines  of  another  ancient  Town,  called  Medinet 
Giahel,  which  ftands  at  the  Eaft  of  Nilfis  ^  there 
are  to  be  feeh  yet  feveral  Remains  of  Houfes, 
made  up  with  Bricks  dried  in  the  Sun.  Over  a- 
gainft  it  is  Feggeriy  a  Village  often  mention'd  in  a 
Book  called  iinaxar.  After  Dinner  a  ftrong 
Wind  arofe,and  forced  us  to  ftop  at  Bebe^  a  great 
Village  which  is  near  Bemfref^  where  we  found 
incamped  a  Troop  of  Arabians^  called  Ateijat^ 
with  wham  I  pafs'd  the  reft  of  the  day  in  dif- 
courfe. 

Friday^  the2ithof  the  Months  we  arriv'd  at 
Benefuefj  where  we  continued  till  the  next  day  ^ 
and  on  the  24th  of  the  Jvlonth  I  returned  to  Cairay 
v/ithout  feeing  Ifne^2.s>  I  had  an  intent. 

But  that  the  Reader  may  know  what  rarities 
are  to  be  feenin  this  Town,  and  roundabout,  I 
have  here  added  that  which  hath  been  taken  no- 
tice of  by  Father  Portals^  a  CafHchin,  in  the  year 
1668.  according  to  the  account  given  me  by  the 
Reverend  Father  Frmcis^\s>  Brbther,and  Compa- 
nion in  his  Travels.  M.  Thevenot  hath  already 
inferted  it  in  his  Colledion  of  Travels,  printed 
at  Paris^  in  Folio  ^  but  not  fo  large,  nor  with  the 
Particulars  here  added. 

Of  all  the  Towns  of  the  Upper  f^jpf/ wfifeire 
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thcCcpties  have  Churches,  that  of  Ifi^e  is  the  fur- 
theft  from  Cairo.  It  is  built  n  the  Wefi-Mc  of 
Nilus^upon  a  Hill  that  ftretches  along  the  River. 
It  may  be  judged  to  be  an  ancient  Town,  by  a 
Temple  of  Pagans  yet  ftanding.  The  Coptics 
have  there^two  Churches,  but  very  poor*,  one  is 
dedicated  to  the  blelTed  Virgin,  and  the  other  to 
S.  Pelagiiis.  The  Chriftian  Coptics  here  may  make 
twenty  C^r^f/:?^,;  in  number  0  they  are  all  Wea- 
vers, and  ruled  by  two  Arch^Priefts,  the  one  na-. 
med  MatthcWf^nd  the  other 

Half  a  mile  from  Ifac  is  to  be  feen  a  Convent, 
which  the  Coptics  fay  hath  been  built  by  S.  Helcm] 
dedicated  to  the  holy  Martyrs  of  this  Town, 
whom  the  Governour  of  Diockjian  Maflacred 
in  fuch  numbers,  that  fteir  dead  Corpfes  cover^ 
ed  fourfcore  Fiddam^ov  Acres  of  Ground.  Round 
about  this  Bury ing^place  are  to  be  feen  Tombs 
curioufly  wrought,  which  they  fay  were  ereded 
by  this  holy  Emprefs.         CHARLES  EBWIN  Vv 

Three  leagues  from  Ifne  is  another  Convent, 
dedicated  to  S,  Matthew^  where  are  four  or  five 
Tombs,  like  thofe  that  we  come  from  mention^ 
ing.  Upon  an  Altar  Stone  of  a  little  Chappel, 
dedicated  to  St.  Michael  the  Arch- Angel,  we 
found  fome  Charafters  which  were  not  Hyero^ 
glyphick,  in  a  Language  that  we  underftood  not. 

About  eleven  leagues  on  this  fide  of  J^m^  at  the 
Eafl  of  NHhs^  is  to  be  feen  Tmt^  a  great  Town, 
where  is  a  Temple  of  the  ancient  Egyptians. 

Twelve  leagues  from  Tmt,  at  the  Weft  of  Ni-^ 
iHSy  is  ^rmcntficrctofoxQ  a  great  Town,  but  now 
forfaken  and  ruinated.  They  call  it  in  Arabick, 
Beled  Mufcy  or  the  Country  of  Mofcsy  becaufe  the 
B^ptians  believe  th^^t  Mfes  was  born  here, 
R  3  Hw 
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Here  is  under  ground  an  ancient  Temple. 

Two  leagues  on  this  fide  of  7««r,  are  two  Vil- 
lages very  famous ;  namely,  Luxor^  and  Luxor  il 
Kadim,  or  the  old  Luxor ;  they  are  about  half  a 
league  from  one  another. 

At  Ltixor  is  to  be  feen  the  Remains  of  an  an- 
cient, and  beautiful  Temple  of  thQ  Egyptians,  in 
which  are  threefcore  and  eighteen  Pillars  of  a 
prodigious  bignefs,  chiefly  fourteen,  placed  in 
rank,two  and  two  •,  fo  big  that  fix  Men  can  fcarce 
embrace  them,  but  they  are  but  fix  Perches  high. 

The  bottom  of  this  Temple  is  yet  entire :,  here 
are  feveral  Chambers,  and  fcparations,  whereof 
the  Walls  are  full,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,of 
figures  roughly  drawn,  and  Hieroglyphick  Let- 
ters carved  over.  Beforg  the  Door  ftands  two 
Needles,fquare,andvery  high  and  entire  •,  fo  frefli 
that  one  would  thinlc  that  the  Workman  hath 
newly  finifh'd  them.  They  are  on  every  fide  eight 
foot broad. 

Near  their  Bafis  are  two  Statues  of  Women, 
of  black  Marble  ■■,  and  though  they  be  half  under 
ground,  to  the  Girdle,  they  ftand  out  as  high  as 

three  Men.  u  •  u  • 

Their  bignefs  is  anfwerable  to  their  height  ^ 
for  there  is  twelve  foot  from  one  (houlder  to  ano- 
ther. They  have  a  ftrange  kind  of  covering  up- 
on their  heads,  with  a  Globe  on  the  top.  Their 
Faces  are  disfigurM,the  reft  is  whole. 

The  defcription  of  the  Frontifpiece  ot  this 
Temple,is  with  the  other  Piftures. 

At  the  old  Lkxot  is  a  very  ancient  Palace.  Its 
Ruines  ihew  that  it  hath  been  very  glorious.  They 
fav.  that  here  dwelt  one  of  the  ancient  Kings  ot 
£i>f  t.  In  the  Walks  of  this  Palace  are  to  be  feen 
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many  Sphinxes^  in  ranks,  on  both  fides  of  the  Al- 
leys, two  foot  from  one  anbther,  looking  upon 
the  Alley.    They  have  every  one,  one  and  twen- 
ty foot  in  length.    This  Palace  hath  four  Walks, 
thatanfwer  to  four  Gates.    In  the  firft  are  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Sphinxes^  threefcore  in  each 
fide  7  and  in  the  fecond  are  one  hundred  and  two, 
one  and  fifty  in  a  fide.    Every  Walk  is  about  the 
length  of  a  place  to  play  at  AlalL    the  Gates  of 
the  Palace  are  extraordinary  high,  made  with 
the  moft  beautiful  Stones  in  the  Worlds  one  of 
the  fides  of  the  Gate  is  fix  and  twenty  foot  high. 
(I  find  in  another  Copy  of  this  Relation,  that  it 
hath  thirty  fix  foot.)   The  Palace  is  fo  defaced, 
that  there  is  no  order^  nor  beauty,  that  appears ; 
neverthelefs  there  are  fo  many  curious  things  in 
it,that  no  Man  in  a  Month,can  take  a  full  view  of 
them-,  for  there  is  above  a  Million  of  Figuresi 
roughly  drawn  ^  fome  are  covered  over,  others 
appear  with  an  open  face.    Here  are  alfo  a  great 
many  Pillars ;  I  countcd/aiththe  Father,  in  a  Par- 
lour threefcore,  which  are  all  fo  great,  that  five 
Men  can  fcarce  embrace  one  of  them  about. 

In  the  Court  of  the  Palace  is  a  Bafon  garnifhed 
about  with  beautiful  Stones,  and  full  of  a  bitter 
Water,  which,  as  the  People  fay,  whitens  Li- 
nen very  well.  I  tried  it,  faith  the  Father,  by 
dipping  into  it  my  Handkerchief,  which  kept 
above  four  days  the  fmell  of  Soap.  At  one  Front 
of  the  Palace  are  two  Statues  of  a  Giant,  of  one 
Stone, as  white  as  Alabafter .  They  have  Swords 
by  their  fides.  In  the  middle  of  the  Palace  is  a- 
nother,  as  high  as  three  Men,  not  well  poililhM, 
but  well  proportioned. 

A  league  on  this  fide  there  is  an  ancient  Town, 
R  3  caU 
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czlhd  Hahny  where  are  to  be  feen  many  rari- 
ties, chiefly  Mommies.  At  a  diflance  one  may 
there  difcover  two  Statues  y  one  of  a  Man,  the 
other  of  a  Woman.  The  Country  People  call 
that  Scmna,  and  this  Tama^  They  feem  to  be 
at  leaft  as  big  as  the  Abnlhony  or  the  Sphinx  over 
againil  C^/Vi?.  Near  this  place  is  a  yillage,where 
is  to  be  feen  two  Statues  from  the  River  Nilus^ 
fonew  that  one  would  think  the  Workman  had 
juft  perfefted  them. 

Thirteen  leagues  on  this  fide  of  the  olA  I^xor, 
is  a  Town  named  Neggade^  where  is  a  Bifhop 
with  about  feventy  Families  of  ChriilianOp^rVj. 
Here  is  yet  three  Monafteries,  one  is  called 
fl  Saliby  or  the  Monaflery  ef  the  holy  Crofs^  the 
fecond  Deir  il  Megm^ts  the  third  Heir  Mary 
TcBor    but  thefe  two  laft  are  not  inhabited. 

Two  miles  from  Neggade-,  on  the  £^^/-fide  of 
ISIilHs^  is  the  ancient  Town  of  Khs\  but  here  are 
but  threefcore  Chrifiian  Cop^/Vj,  who  have  here 
a  Church,  dedicated  to  S.  S-t^-p^^;?. 

Six  leagues  from  A^f^^^i^^  on  this  fide,  i^^Ken- 
ne^  a  Village  fcituate  on  thQ Eaflern  Bank  of  Ni- 
Us.  It  is  a  Mart-Town,  and  the  Rendezvous  of 
the  Caravans  that  go  from  Cairo  to  Cojfeir^  hereto- 
fore named  Bere?2ice^  four  days  Journies  frotji 
this  Village,  and  a  Haven  of  xh^  Red- Sea.  The 
Chriftians  that  live  at  Kenne  are  very  poor,  and 
without  any  Church, 

Two  leagues  on  this  fide  of  Ke-^ne  is  the  an- 
cient Town  of  Te?7tiris^rsOY7  called  Dendera^}Nhcv^ 
isa  sWonderful  Temple  of  the  ^ncknt  Egyftiansy 
of  a  prodigious  bignefs  and  height.;  ttis  to  be 
feen  at  two  leagues  diftance. 

yl<f.;OT;j.i  fai^h,  that  it  hath  as  many  Windows 

•  as 
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as  there  are  days  in  the  year  :  They  are  fo  pjac'd, 
that  everyone  anfwers  to  a  degree  of  th^Zodi^ 
ackjf  fo  that  the  Snnrifingin  a  differing  degree 
every  day  of  the  ZoMack,j  it  fends  in  its  Beams 
into  a  diftindl  Window  from  the  day  before  : 
And  when  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  hath  fini(hM 
and  run  through  every  degree  of  tliQ  Zodiacl^^  it 
hath  alfo  from  the  £/^y?calt  in  its  Beams  into  e- 
very  Window  of  this  Temple:  For  this  caufeit 
is  lookM  upon  as  a  Wonder  in  Egypt, 

Tea  Leagues  on  this  fide  of  Dendera,  at  the 
Weft  of  NUhs^  is  Cafry  2.  Village  where  is  an  old 
Convent,  dedicated  to  Amha  Balamon :  Over  a- 
gainft  this  Village  is  the  ancient  Town  Hh^  where 
is 'yet  a  Convent  dedicated  to  S.  Memaj  but  there 
was  then  no  Prieft. 

Two  Leagues  on  this  fide"  of  Hu-^  on  the 
fame  Bank  is  at  a  little  diftance  from 

the  River:  Its  Port  is  called  there  is  two 

Convents,  one  dedicated  to  S.  Bidabey  the  other 
to  S.  George.  At  two  Leagues  on  this  fide  of 
Bahgiuray  on  the  fame  Bank,  is  the  Village  Be-- 
Hem  5  where  is  a  very  beauti&i  Church  under 
ground,  dedicated  to  the  BleiTed  Virgin.  Girgej 
the  chief  Town  of  the  Vp^er.  Egyft^  ftands  fix 
Leagues  from  Beliene  on  this  fide. 

Here  ends  the  Relation  of  Father  P(?r?^/V.  I 
could  wi(h  that  this  good  man  had  given  us  a 
more  exad  account,  and  more  at  large  of  the 
Rarities  that  he  faw  in  thefe  places ,  for  this  Re- 
lation is  fuperficial. 

The  14th  of  Jmsy  I  went  dl  Cairo  to  fee  the 
Inchanted  watering  fUce^  called  in  ylrabkk^,  Houd 
il  merajfet^  which  is  under  the  IVJofq^eof  the  Pa- 
R,4  .  >vv  ai  f''  lace, 
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lace,  called  Kalet  il  Kehfch^  no  Taveller  hath 
ver  fpoken  of  it. 

^  It  is  a  black  Marble-ftone,  made  like  a  Water- 
ing place,  feven  foot  long,  arifing  out  of  the 
ground  about  a  foot  and  a  half:  The  fides,  with- 
in and  without,  are  adorned  with  little  Hiero- 
glyphick  Letters,  as  well  as  the  Brims.  Thepeo^ 
pie  of  Cairo  fay,  that  in  the  time  of  the  ancient 
t'gyftians^  the  fick  people  did  recover  their  health 
by  drinking  Water  out  of  if,  and  that  by  the 
virtue  of  a  Rajfemy  or  Charm^which  the  Priefts  of 
£,e^/?fhadgiventoit. 

I'he  20th  of  this  Month  I  went  to  fee  the  won- 
derful Weil  which  is  in  the  Caftle,  commonly  nz- 
mcd  jofefh-s  Well  Its  top  is  fquare,  very  large, 
cut  in  the  Rock it  is  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Perches  deep ,  the  Perch  containing  fix 
foot.  The  water  is  drawn  out  with  two  Wheels, 
the  one  plac'd  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Well,  and  the 
other  about  threefcoreand  fifteen  Perches  under- 
neath. There  are  two  Oxen  at  each  Wheel  to 
turn  them  ^  theloweft,  which  is  fifty  Perches  a- 
bove  the  water,  ferves  to  draw  the  water  into  a 
Bafon  there  on  purpofe-,  and  from  thence,  the 
lipper  Wheel  draws  the  water  to  the  top.  The 
Beafts  that  work  there,  go  up  and  down  very 
commodiouflyby  a  great  large  Path,  which  re- 
ceives the  light  through  Windows  cut  on  that 
fide  which  looks  to  the  water. 

The  Arabian  Authors  call  it  Bir  haleiz^urty  or 
the  Snails  v/ell^  becaufe  there  is  a  Path-way  that 
winds  round  about.  The  people  commonly  fay, 
that  it  was  digged  by  Spirits  1  am  almoft  incline- 
able  to  believe  it,  for  I  cannot  conceive  how  men 
fan  conipafs  fo  wonderful  a  work.  The 
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The  Waters,  as  the  Guardian  told  me,  come 
out  of  the  firm  Rock,  and  yet  increafe  anddc- 
creafeas  the  KivcvNUhs:  But  I  have  heard  o- 
thers  fay,  that  they  come  out  of  the  great -^^w- 
iln^l  which  is  in  old  Cairo.  Becaufe  I  could  not  un- 
derftand  the  truth  of  it,  I  wifli  thatfome  other 
Traveller  would  inform  himfelf  better. 

They  that  think  that  Jofiphy  Jacob's  Son,  cau- 
fed  it  to  be  digged,  are  deceived,for  the  Cattle  of 
Cairo  v/zs  built  many  Ages  after  Jofeph's  death; 
and  it  is  the  common  opinion  of  all  the  Arabian 
Authors,  that  Jofefh  dwelt  at  Memphis ,  which 
was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  River,  near  the  Py- 
ramids^  and  not  on  this  fide  where  Cairo  ftands. 

The  9th  of  this  Month  they  cryed  about  Town 
Ouf  alUy  that  the  River  was  rifcn  fixteen  Cubits 
high .  The  next  day,  being  S.  Laurences  day,  they 
cut  through  the  Calitz.  with  Ceremony  ^  but  there 
was  no  great  rejoycings,  becaufe  the  Pacha  had 
obferv'd  that  before,  and  every  P^c^/^  performs 
it  but  once  in  his  time. 

On  the  1 8  th  of  the  fame  Month  there  hap- 
pened a  mifchance  to  a  French  Merchant,  which 
difcovers  the  Wonderful  jealoufie  of  the  Turks. 
As  this  Merchant  was  taking  the  air  at  a  Win- 
dow of  his  houfe  in  the  Even,  on  the  Calitz,  fide, 
a  J^;7/^ry  that  lived  over  againft  him,  thinking 
that  he  made  figns  to  his  Women  aijd  Slaves,  (hot 
off  a  Piftol  at  him  ,  and  wounded  him  in  the 
hand.  The  French  Conful  could  never  obtain 
fromthejufticeof  C^/V(?  to  caufe  this  Villain  to 
beptinifh'd. 

On  the  firft  of  September^  Monfieur  de  Bonne^ 
for/f,  before  Cpnful  of        fucceeded  to  Mon- 
fieur 
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ficm dcTygeryhdoxQ  Conful at  C^V^?,  and  landed 
at  Bodacy  in  the  company  of  many  great  Mer- 
chants, upon,  a  great  Bark  well  trimM,  with  a 
Flag  of  the  Arms  of  France  on  the  Main  Maft. 

At  his  arrival  he  fainted  SoW^t:  with  five  lit- 
tle Brafs-Pieces  of  Canon,  which  were  at  the 
Stern  of  his  Ship.  He  landed  not  stthcDotime^ 
for  the  Confuls  are  free  from  that  Vifit,  but  in  a 
pleafant  houfe  upon  the  River,  near  the  Doume, 
until  he  had  got  leave  from  the  Pacha  to  go  to 
Cairo.  As  foonas  he  had  received  it,  he  mount- 
ed on  Horfebaek  without  more  ado,  and  rode  in- 
to the  City,  with  all  the  Merchants  of  his  Nation 
riding  on  AiTes.  The  Pacha  font  none  to  bid  him 
welcome ;  only  the  Fenetian  Conful  lent  his  Ser- 
vants to  meet  him,  and  his  Horfe. 

The  fame  day,  one  of  thoCe  Swimmers,  whom 
1  have  already  mentioned ,  fwiim  all  along  the 
C^/i/^,  according  to  the  Cuftom. 

On  the  feventh  of  the  Month,  Ibrjthim  Pacha 
went  from  Cairo  in  Pomp. 

On  the  29th,  1  went  with  Monfieur  Bonnecorfe 
to  Adeliay  a  Suburb  of  Cairo,  on  the  North-Eafi 
fide,  where  are  the  Tombs  of  the  Kings  pf  Egyft^ 
to  fee  the  coming  in  of  the  new  Pacha. 

It  as  not  amifs  to  .mention  here  two  Cuftoms, 
wJiiA  ail  the  P^ci^^'s^ ought  to  obferve  when 
they  come  firft  to  this  Government ,  and  when 
rheydeaveit.  ^  ^ 

Ev^ery  Pacha^  before  he  enters  into  Cairo^  is 
bound  to  vifitthe  Tomb  .of  5(7/>cfe  il  Sciafei^  who 
3S  buried  in  the  Caraffe,  for  he  is  the  Protedor  of  . 
l\i^-mu)man  Famiily    for  the  Turks  following  the  ' 
Dodrines  of  the  Mahometan  Religion ,  believe 

that 
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that  hc^  is  able  to  obtain  for  them  from  their  Pro- 
phet;^ 4  happy  and  peaceable  Coyernnaent:  And 
when  they  depart,  they  are  boufl4  tp  render  th^ 
lame  refpedts  to  the  Tomb  of  S^lfai^  Cajed  Bey^ 
though  an  Enemy  of  the  Ottoman  Race,  and  one 
of  the  laft:  lawful  Kings  of  E^ypy  to  thank  him, 
becaufe  he  had  fuffered  his  Government  to  be 
without  difbrders  and  difgrace. 

Thefe  two  Cuftoms  are  fo  Religioufly  to  be 
obferved  by  the  Pacha's  ^  that  the  people  of 
Cair<f  fay,  that  they  have  ften  fo^ie  thatfhave 
xieglefted  or  contemned  thepi,  toh^ve  been  fud- 
denly  depofed,  and  to  have  met  with  unhappi- 
nefsin  their  time.     ^  ;  -im:  ;  ,  : 

I  have  heard  fay,  that  when  Sdtan  Selimus  had 
overcome  the  Mamelucs,  hc  was  afraid  to  go  into 
Cair&y  to  take  pofTeirion  of  his  Conqueft,  till 
Sciech  il  ScM/iri  appeared  to  hitji,  t<)  aUure  hira, 
that  he  need  not  fear  any  thing*  And  that  the 
next  day  when  he  made  his  Entry,  an  unknown 
perfon  led  his  Horfe  by  the  Bridle  into  the  Town, 
a^jd  then  vanifh'd  away,  ; 

When  I  had  continued  in  fQincommodious  s 
City, as Cairois  to  the  Fr^?^a, twenty  Months,  the 
fear  of  fome  miflxap  which  might  have  befallen 
me  if  the  Tnrl^  had  known  that  I  bought  up 
their  Books,  caufed  me  to  think  i^ppn  mydepar^ 
ture^  and  to  fecuremy  felf,  limzgin^dCofjfiamu 
mfk  to  be  the  moft  fit  for  my  purpofe.  I  refol- 
ved  therefore  to  go  thither:  I  left  C^/r^?  the  1 2tB 
of  OBoberj  1675.  to  fail  10  Rofetta'-^  and  becaufe 
the  River  was  then  fullelt,  a  good  Wind  and  a 
ftrong  Current  carried  us  thither  in  two  Nights 
and  a  day.  From  thence,  I  went  aboard  the  fame 

day 
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day  in  a  Veflel  of  a  (Jr^^i^  bound  for  Conftantim- 
fie.  I  landed  ztChio^  an  Ifland  of  the  ^rchipe- 
Ugue^  the  25th  of  November y  where  I  ftaid  two 
.Months  and  a  few  days ,  wondering  at  the  de- 
lightfomnefs  of  this  Ifland-,  and  at  the  Civility 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  Strangers.  I  went  to  vifit 
the  famous  Monaftery  of  the  Religious  Greeks  of 
Neamoni^  or^of  the  Blejfed  and  Only  Virgin :  I  ftw 
the  Library^  and  all  the  other  Rarities  of  the  I- 
fland.  From  thence  I  went  to  Smyrna,  the  27th 
of  January^  1674.  where  I  arrived  the  fecond  of 
February^  and  ftaid  tjll  the  1 3  th  of  March.  Then 
1  went  aboard  v^ixh  Sivc  John  Finch,  the  King  of 
Englands  Embafladour  of  Confiantinople,  where  I 
arrived  the  ?.4th  of  March ,  being  Holy  Samr^ 
day. 

The  24th  of  y^/y  I  went  from  Conft  amino  fie 
to  the  City  Brouffe,  called  by  the  Europeans  BHrftay 
the  chief  Town  of  Bythinia^  and  the  ancient  Seat 
of  the0^ff?;;^^^Emperours,  to  fee  the  HotBaths, 
the  Tombs,  and  the  ftately  Mofques  of  thefe  Em- 
perours :  I  ftaid  there  about  eight  days.  On  the 
fourth  of  S  eft  ember  \  went  to  the  Ifleof  Chio  the 
fecond  time>  tofee  the  gathering  up  of  the  Ma^ 
fticl^^  a  fweetGum,  which  begins  the  14th  of  this 
Month,  according  to  the  Greeks  computation-, 
and  the  28th  of  OMer  I  returned  to  Conftanti- 
nofle. 

On  the  fecond  of  January,  1676.  the  day  that 
I  was  to  depart  with  the  Caravan  to  AleffOy  that 
I  might  return  the  third  time  to  Cairo ^  I  found 
my  felf  oblig'd  to  go  back  for  France^  7  and  be- 
caufe  there  was  then  no  French  Ships  in  that  Ha- 
ven bound  for  France^  only  a  fmall  Bark  louden 
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and  bound  for  Lishony  which  was  gone  out  of  the 
Haven  to  wait  for  a  good  wind  at  the  Iflands 
nearby.  I  went  aboard  that  Veflel,  with  an  in- 
tent to  leave  her  at  the  firft  Port  of  the  Jtrchi-. 
plagHCy  where  I  might  find  fome  French  VefTcl 
bound  for  France.  I  found  one  according  to  my 
defirej  for  a  furious  Storm  forced  us  to  run  into 
Snda^  in  the  Ifland  of  Candy.  The  i8th  of  this 
Month,  I  had  news  from  the  French  Conful  of 
Canea,t\\2t  there  was  a  Veflel  of  Provence  ready  to 
fet  Sail  for  Thonlon  I  left  therefore  my  Bark,  to 
ride  to  Canea,  in  the  company  of  many  Perfons 
on  Horfeback,  whom  the  Conful  fent  to  meet 
me.  The  24th  we  fet  fail  for  Miloy  where  we 
arrived  the  26th  day  of  the  Month :  There  we 
ftopt  eight  days.  The  20th  of  February  we 
landed  at  Genoa y  where  we  ftaid  one  day,  and 
the  24th  of  this  Month  we  arrived  happily  at 
thodon^  and  the  22th  of  April  I  returned  toP^% 
risy  after  five  full  years  Travelling. 
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